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Ms Frene G nwal a

African National Congress

Dear Ms G nwal a

An open letter to all South African Political Parties: Literacy is an Essential |ngredien
t

for Building a Denpocratic and Prosperous Society

Because literacy is central to national devel opnent, we urge you to address this issue in
the

final run-up to the Elections and assist us to place it high up on the national agenda.

Over 15 mllion South Africans are either illiterate or sem-literate. These are individu
als

who cannot contribute to the econonmic, social and political life of our society. Mny of
our

nost serious social problens such as unenpl oyment, poverty, hunger, Aids, health care and
general human suffering can be linked to this |ack of adult basic education

IIliterate and senm -literate people are not unintelligent people. In fact, many of thema
re

out standi ng South Africans in their own right. The nagnitude of the problemcan largely b
e

attributed to the | egacy of apartheid education and non-literate adults should not be bla
med

for their educational inadequacies.

Al nmost half of the country’s adult popul ation cannot participate with full confidence in
t he

denocrati sation process. Many will enter voting stations this nmonth with anxiety and fear
because, anong ot her things, they cannot read the ballot formconfidently. A key nationa
issue is that of building a just peace in our country. However, the mllions of rands spe
nt on

pronmoting peace thus far will find difficulty in reaching many of these South Africans.
tis

urgent that we help build confidence anongst them as they re-enter educational endeavour

There is no doubt that the demands placed on our energing denocratic state will be
enornous. It would be naive to imagine that the state will be able to address these needs
si ngl e-handedl y. PeOple with skills, resources and the goodwi Il to address the crisis of
illiteracy will be needed in their nany thousands.

IIliteracy is a nassive extraordinary itemon the opening bal ance sheet of our emerging
denocracy. It can only be dealt with in an extraordi nary manner. Unless we are able to
harness a broad range of resources fromthe state, business commnities, the non-
governmental sector, religious institutions and the full range of civil society organisat
ions, we

will be unable to take on this major challenge successfully.
Yours in adult education and devel oprent

)4 mali C CO

Kum Nai doo

Nati onal Director: NLC



