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Mas. Luthuli membens of the Luthuts famity, Sons and Daughiters of Adrica, 1
feel 1 have ne woads adeguate wndugh fo deseribe vividly, what our Late Brsthen,
Abbert John Luthuli meant to his people, and what his memory should mean to
his people even aften death. But I can af Least say without any hesitation
and without any apoiogies fo those who may disaghee with my assesswent of the
man, that knowing Chied Luthufi as closefy as 1 knew him, {1 one of g:dg-ua.tu»t
priviteges of my Lide, 1 thank the Abmiahty fon his Lide which enai not .
::mtgr those who were next cf kin, but aff of uh who had the privifege fo know

i elfoumen,

. Rarefy are men born who, by the cxample they set fox thein § .
ennich almost an entine Nation as he did,

In thiy very poon attempt at aying Lo descaibe his vafue to us, fo Sowth ‘
Afnica and 2o the Human Race, you will alf appreciate that because he was silenced
and thenefere died a banned man, a man fhe qualities whose characten shone most,
when he fed o banned organisa don, one iy heavily ciroumscnibed in dodng this
enomous fask, In other words one can handly do him justice without faking &

~isk each time cne uiters a sentence, of breaking the faw, There are those

who considered him a adsk to peace ful co-existence in South Africa, and yet

all who knew him wilf aghee with me that if he was given a chance, His

Life would have ensurcd not onby our peaceful co-exisience, but the whole

future not anty af all Black People hut of abf White People of a Country he

held so dean. "He gave his whole Eife and paid a price few men can go ouf of
thedin way to pay, as wuch as ke did,

Here we had a man of God who thuly Loved afe God's people and who was made
sudfer mereby becase he daned do jus? that. Na one can deny that he was
thue Chaistian, and if there should be doubts about that, did Chaist n
say dn the damous Seamon on the Mount : "How blest youw ane, when gou Suffer
inbulds and persecution and everny band of calummy  fox may sake?” AL
happened to him was juet that, Foh e sudfered because he kept the greates
of all Commandments of Leving one’s Aedghbour as oneseld.

Abbent Luthubfi gave up whag in these daws was fuchative post, of being a
Teachen at a Training Colfege, and amswersd fiee call of seaving his peopde as
@ Chief which meant choosine a Life of penury, in otder £o serve his peopde
hene af Grouwtwifle Wissdion Station. Whe amengst uh can deny that was proof
that his whofe motivation in Life was seavice o his peonle at any prige? To
this man all material censiderations, weas of secondary fmpontance, in fact
they were of no impontance ar all. He was in faue Chaistian moubd prepaned
Lo sfave foa the people he Foved a0 desndy,

Those of us who kiew him Aenpaber with Agvensnes his batties 4o dnphove the
Lot o4 the admplest of his people nat ondy in Gioutuiife but throughout the
Prouinge, A battle finafly extended to his whele Countuy.

In a Country Like South Afnica where one is almoss defded fon the mene pigme-
' ntation of one's shin, he stnove To prove noet ealy to his people bubfo fhosz
who stnove 1o persecute him, that aif men befonged £o the one and ondy fine
Nobility in this Wentfd, and that 43 to the Nobibity of abf men as God's
i A, creatures the Chreator has made in Hit own image. The fact that he

comes out thiumphans in mabing this veny point, despite all the barrioas that
are the Lot of peaple of his pigmentation, is prood ihat this 2auth that wilf
withstand the test of time.

Some people might say, pasticufarty those wio atéempted to {wetaate lim, that
they failed him, for was he not impréscned, banned and sdlenced? T make bold




g
dstaue . These—wuman—aciions he faced for Lhe reason
in men's hearts that is trampled-under feet in ous
Land, which is the e that God did not create second oa thind clase
human bedngs, mbgam w Chief Luthuli struck fean in the hearts oﬁn.u.
mmwﬁug 2 dmmm other human bedings for no earthiy rcas

were boan a pigmentation of the skin differant l.dam
own. Foa daning fo W{MM he sudfered thu modean So ux.g W
sgradon of-causlfleion.

“Meang of his enemies patted themselves on their backs, fon they believed that

they had degeated him. The prog{ that there was no ﬂml.wﬁzngﬁtm fdnished

on dedeated was the veny fact that he was kept dnvisible .
chadins untdf the end of his dags, Tkau%mmumm&utm

adate of apparent hefplessmess, mmo{ he remained much more tham
p  Aymbol Lo all who hnew him, both within and outside the boadens of this Couwndny, '

When again he was called upon to choose between his Chiefiaimihip and being

a seavant af his pecple in the auuiu sense, he found no conglict. We nemembar
that -on paptr he was deprived of his Chiegftaindhip bul up Lo now he hemains
oun Chied 4in the veny broadesi sense of fhat fenm. This won him Woaid necog-
nition-as his meands such as the Mobel Prize and others proved.

His -Country was Zoo smabl fon his stature and she failed to recognide wbat-he
was wokkh fo her, in teams of sofuing her complex prablems. By not grabbing
the opportundity 2o sofuve the problems of South Africa peacefully with himsel{
as a catalyst we may have Loaf this chance 4on ever, unfess theme is a deep
heant-seanch and a ne-think ay fan a4 the whole attitude of White South Africa
towands Bfacks is_concerned.

We ane Liuing in difficult fimes and notiing has happened 40 dan Lo

that in q his Life as he did, that he was wiong, When the hisfoay
64 this Country L6 read particulanty about his times and events of those times,
coming geneastions wilf blame South Afnica fon hauing aflowed an oppontumily
o pass Lo enabfe a0 noble a fon fo Agicue nis Country from her thioes.

There L& no euidenge that theae L4 any wilfingness on the pM.t o4 the m;nug

of the ul in South-Adrica fo heed fhe scheams of the dispessessed and

powerlois. Lond Acton said, 'Power fends -t conrupd and absolufe power
conupnts shsolutely.' As & Acsuld the up and coming generations wilf gef more

and.more difflculs fo comudince thaf & non-violent e, 48 as Chief Luthufd
believed mauﬁ.{e. Ot zhe condaary wien one fooks at the South Afuican scene,

ane 46 Left in ne doub? about the fact that viofence {s on the ascent,

the chanczs of & non-wiolent change ate aefting scantien by day,

Whateueh catastrophe oventakes South Adnica whether i L4 now on in the distant
Futune, South Africa will not escape the hansh judgement that things will have
neached a bad pass, because what Chief Luthull sfood fon was quwmf at the
price of political capediency.

He, stands ab evidence oa Blach patience, Black persevensnce wid foa Blachk
Love of his Hellow-human beings transcending all tacied bamniens. We can sLiLL
heat his vodee now, and Scuth Africa  s2LEL has & chance Lo heed the message
4if she was not so blinded by self-interesd and sheern White avarice..

What he $tood fon eere 5u.ndnmzm,£ tuuths, and focus of oun attention tfoday
ane those fundamental tanths he stfood fon, even more than the fombatone we
are gathened hear o see anvecfed. May thi day serve o uwedl once
agadn, even if it be for the Lasl time, thoso fundamental thuths fon which he
ar.ood fox in them onfy can we seek and 4ind our safvation and freedom for

For-without this kind of Faepdom—there uilfmeven be teal freedom even
ﬁoa thosc who wield physical power in our land.
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When we Lock afi his whofe £ife we neatise that what the Late Mr, Robert
Kennedy meant wegn he sald 4{n 1766 :

"MORAL COURAGE IS5 A RARER COMMODITY THAN BRAVERY IN BATTLE OR GREAT INTELLTGENCE.
YET IT IS ONE ESEENTIAL, VIFAL QUALITY FOR THOSE WHO SEEK TO CHANGE A WORLD
WHICH VEELDS MOST PAINFULLY T0 CHANGE."

Let us neaiise that if we §ind cwnsclves hemmed in by alf sodts of barriers
and ediets in South Afnica, we can at Least follow in Afhent John Muumbi
Luthuld by having oa cultivating monal coutage such as he had in abundance.

INKOST'SIKELEL'1 AFRIKA . FREEDOM IN OUR LIFETIME.




