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s, Luthuli membens of the Luthui damily, Sons and Daughters of Afnica, 1 deel 1 have no words adequate cnough %o describe vividly, what our Late Brothen, ALbert John Luthuli meant to his people, and what his memory should mean to his people even after death. But I canm at Least say without any hesitation and without any apotogies to those who may disagree with my assess@ent of the man, that knowing Chied Luthuli as closely as 1 knew him, is one 04 the greatest privileges of my Lige. 1 thank the Almighty forx his €ife which enwniched not E onty those who were next cf kin, but agl 04 us who had the privifege to know him. Rarely are men born who, by zhe example they set for thein fellowmen, enrich almost an entire Nation as he did, 

In this very poor attempt at dhying to desenibe his value to us, 2o South s Afnica and 2o the Human Race, you will all appreciate that because he was Asdilenced and therefone died a banned man, a man the qualities whose characten shone most, when he fed u banned onganisaliion, one is heavily cireumsenibed in doing this enonmous Zask. In other wonds one can hardfy do him fustice without taking a nisk each time one uitens a sentence, of breaking the faw. There are those who condidered him a nisk to peacedul co-existence in South Africa, and yet ALl who knew him will agree with me that L4 he was given a chance, his whole Life would have ensured not onby ourn peaceful co-existence, but the whole future not anly af all Black People but of alf White People of a Country he hetd s0 dean. He gave his whofe £ife and paid a price few men can go out of 
(d. . 

thein way 2o pay, as much as he di 

Hete we had a man of God who tuly toved ale God's peophe and who was made al; suffern merely because he darnd do just that. No one can deny that he was Dwe Chrisitian, and 44 therr sheuld be doubis about that, did Christ day.dn the famous Sermon on the Mount : "How blest you ane, when you duffer insults and persecution and every hind of calumny for may sake?” ALL happened to him was just thai. For he suffered because he kept the greates. of a2l Commandments of Loving one's nedghbour as oneseld, 

Albert Luthuli gave wp what in those days was a Luchative post, of being a Teacher at a Taaining College, and answered the caif off Aenving his people as a Chief which meant choosing a £ife of penury, in orden 2o seave his people here at Groutvifle Mission Station. Who amongst us can deny that was proof hat his whole motivation in £ife was seavice 2o his pecnle at any prige? To this man all material considerations, wone 04 secondany impontance, in fact they were of no impontance at afl. He was in thue Christian mould prepared Lo sfave for the people he Loved 0 deandy. 

Those of us who hinew him remapmber with reverence his baitles 2o iwprove the Lot o4 the simplest of his people not only in Groutuiile but throughout the Province. A battle finally extended to his whole Country. 

In a Country Like South Afnica where one 4s afmost defded for the mere pigme- " ntation of one's shin, he strove o prove not ony Lo his people buiito those who strove 2o perscoute him, that all men befonged to the one and onky gine Nobility in this Wortd, and that is to the Nobility of alk men as God's 
children, creatuwres the Creator has made in His own image. The fact that he comes oul riumphani in making this very point, despite all the barrions that are the Lot of people of his pigmentation, is proof that this truth that witl 
withstand the test of time. 

Some people might say, panticularty those who atéempted to frusirate him, that they failed him, fon was he not imprésoned, bamned and sifenced? T make bold 
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Lo AH{MWWWM .. These-human-actions he faced. for. the reason 
e kindled a & in men's hearts that is tnompled-unden feet in ous 

Land, which 44 the knowfedge that God did not create second oa thind class 
hwmn beings, and by doing s0 cmq Luthuli -sinuck fearn in the hearts 06 atl 
those whodehumanize -and degrade. other human beings for no earthly reas 
except that they were boan with a pmmmfin of the skin d,«.“e/zwz Wm their 
own. For daning to stand 1501:. 2hés he suffered the modern South Agrican 
versdon 0. cm:.u&.uon. 

~Mang nfi his enemies patted themselues on.their backs, fon they believed that 
zthey had degeated him. The proof that there was no time when he was ginished 
on defeated was the veay fact that he was kept invisible 
chains until the end of his days. The very fact that he was lzgptu :tlws 
42ote of apparent helplessness, is prood that he remaived much more than 
symbal Lo-all who knew him, both within and outsdide the borders of this Comy 

When again he was. called upon to -choose between his Chiedtainship and being 
a Ae/wcmt af his people in xhe widen sense, he found no conglict. We remembor 
that-on ‘papn he was deprived of his Chiegtainship but up to now he-aemains 
our Chief 4n the veny broadest sense of that temm. This won him Woxld necog- 
ndtion-as his awands auch as the Nobel Prize .and others -paoved. 

His Country was too smakl don his stature and she faided to recognise what-he 
was wokkh to her, in tewms of sofving her complex prablems. By nox grabbing 
Zhe opportunity to solve the problems of South Africa peaceqully with himsedf 
as a catalyst we may have Lost this chance §on ever, unless there 44 a deep 
heart-seanrch and a re-think as fan as the whole attitude of White South Adrica 
towards Blacks is.concerned. 

We .are Living in diffloult times and nothing has happened 40 far £o prove 
that in conmu;tmg his Life as he did, .thu he was wrong. When the histony 
04 this Country 4 read particulanty about his times and events.of those Limes, 
coming gererations will bLama South Agrica for hauing allowed an oppontusmily 
20 pass to enable 80 noble a son 2o rescuz his Countny from hea Zhioes. 

There 44 no -euidence that there is any willingness on the p«mt 0§ the m;ofw:z 
04 the powerful in South-Adrice Zo heed the scheams of the 
powerbess. As Load Acxnn sald, 'Powen fends Lo comnupl and absolute power 
conrupts absolutely.' As a nesubt the ap and coming generations wikl get mone 
and.more difficult to convince that a non-violent change, 44 s Chief Luthuld. 
betieued possible. On zhe contrary when one Looks at the South Adrican scene, 
one 44 Left in no doubt about the 4act that viofence 4is on the ascent, -that 
the chances. of a non-violent change are getting scantien by day. 

Whateuer catastrephe ouertakes South Adnica whether it is mow oa in the disiant 
Futune, South Africa will not escape the harsh judgement that things will have 
neached a bad pass, because what Chief Luthull stood for was /.gnolz.ed at the 
price of political expediency. 

He. atands as evidence gon Black patience, Black penseverance wid for 8lack 
Love 0f his geLCow‘human beings transcending adl raciok barriens. We can ALLLL 
hear his voice now, and South Agrica  4LiL has a chance to heed the message 
if she was not so blinded by self-interest and sheen White avarice.. 

What he stood for were gundamental tnuths, and focus of our attention today 
are those fundamental thuths he atood 4on, even mone than the tombsione we 
are gathered here to see unvedlled. May thi day serve Lo unveil once 
agadn, even 4if 4L be gon the Last we, those gundamental trhuths fon which he 
etood, §on in them onfy can we seek and find our rafvation and freedom fon 
all. For-without this kind of Feeedom—these will-never be neal freedom even 
fox thosc who wield physical powen in cur Land. 
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When we Lock afi his whofe Rife we realise that what the Late Mn. Robert 
Kennedy meant wnen he said in 1966 : 

"MORAL COURAGE IS A RARER COMMODITY THAN BRAVERY IN BATTLE OR GREAT INTELLTGENCE. 
YET 17 1S ONE ESBENTIAL, VIFAL QUALITY FOR THOSE WHO SEEK TO CHANGE A WORLD 
WHICH YEELDS MOST PAINFULLY T0 CHANGE.” 

Let us nealise that if we §ind oursclves hemmed in by all soxts of banrniers 
and edicts in South Africa, we can at Least foltow in ALbant John Muumbi 
Luthuld by having on cultivating moral courage such as he had in abundance. 

INKOST'SIKELEL'T AFRIKA . FREEDOM IN OUR LIFETIME. 

 


