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AFTER THE ELECGTION - WHAT NEXT?

Fortified with a bigger Parliamentarr majority :he Nationalist Government will no
+doubt’ proceed with increased zeal in their efforts to reshape South Africa nearer to their
heart’s desire: something like Hitler’'s Reich and Kruger’s Republic rolled into one
Every subject race and tribe to be apartheited away imso ts remote ghetto (from whicl
the adult’population will be checked out at dawn © ge to work for the baas). -
“liberalists,!’ -Communists; Congressmen, trade unsmisss, DdYwinists, kaffer es,
cheeky non-whites and other unnational elementa to he Betsened or krasled in the Kala-
hari. Nq vritvic'iht_l__ newspapers, no disobedient judges.

Already the Liquidator hm_i the book-banners, the (Group Areas land tenure boards;
the issuers 'of pass books &nhd identity cards, the skietcommandos, and the secret police
are cleaying the decks for action.

FFor that great majority of South Africans who are against the Nationalists  (rather
over ninety per cent) it is a grim prospect. Yot ot i+ not a prospeet which should cause
any democrat to despair, Courage and determination can, defeatajbe Government’s plans
for the Nazfieation of South Africa; and courage and determination are borm of el
thinking and political consciousness, There are many signs that in this post-election.
period, the penple are thinking and pondering as never before about the future of Southi
Africa. It is this process of re-evaluation and analysis, which is bound to be carried

further and deeper as.time goes on, that is one of the most hopeful-factors of the post:
clection. picture. ’

. What is the real significance of the 1953 clection? What is the alternative to the
Nationalists?  How can they he'stopped? These are vital questions which are being
discussed on every level, among every scction of the population.

“The Phoney Election.”

The 1955 election doserves to go down in history as ‘“the phoney election.” Never has
it been -0 bvious thi ' rezl policy issue divided the major Parties., In his big speech
over the wireles~, Malan jeer- o+ +he U.P, for stealing the Nationalist policy; they had
no rep!s.  In his speech, Straus. =« rov.o| the Government for not dealing firmly enough
with tln tso:wis (read. non-whites + . gere 1) and the Communists. The main opposition
slogan was: “Vore % the U.P.’s white . .icy.” (Their own, disgraceful, emphasis.)

It 1s instructioe 1o g pare th shev boxing with what on_in 1948. Then Smumus
was warning the comr v hat aparthein wieant crude, blatant and dangerous oppressior
of the non-FKuropeans; " ¥ apeakers und ewspapers were bluntly labelling the Nats a¢
Nazis, and proving it by @r speeches ma -~ luring the war. Then the Malanites wete
warning the country tha -r ats and H rmeyr wanted universal.intermarriage, and

making it clear that their uw.oments were British-imperialist-Jewish-Communist agents
of the Devil. -

The contrast is obvious—su =u.ch so that even some of the Torch Commando leaders
(probably the most naive and inept group of politicians ever to lead a-major movemen
in this country) saw through the mock battle and accused the U.P. of ‘“me-tooism’ am
toenadering. Why? Is it because there never were any rea]l differences between th
two Parties, or that these differences have now disappeared ? Tha$ would not be a correct
R:olusmn to draw, There were and there still remain importantadifferences. betw

U.P. and the Nationalists, or rather between the rival groups of capitalists whom
they represent.
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But those differences were suppressed in the 1953 phoney election. The Nationalists
could not stop their hoolyzan supporters from smashing up U.P. meetings; the U.P.,
despite Strauss's abject sell-out over Swart’s Nazi Bills in February, tried to keep up
a pretepce of standing by democracy. These however., were—mere—surface appearances
of an election vontest.

Since 1948, a powerful new factor had entered the field of South African ]fulitics,
overshadowing the issues which had scemed so important in 1948.. Fundamentally, the
Nationalist and the United Parties agreed upon a common policy in the 1953 elections
and joined forces in a coalition against a third Party, whose name was never mentioned,
and which did not enter a single candidate at the polls. That Party had the slogan
‘“Afrika!” the symbol of the upraised thumb, the policy of democracy, of people’s
government.

In the face of the upsurge of vigour, unity and purposeful direction of the nom-
European liberation movements, the major capitalist groups hive joined forces in a
common policy of ruthless repression and reaction.

Fundamental Objective.

There is no love lost between the A{{Lljaner capitalists agd kulaks who run the
Nationalist Party, and the inining, finaneial™and industrial mperialists whose instrument
is the United Party; neither group would miss a safe -hamce to knife -the other in the
back. But both groups are dependent upon cheap Afrean, Tndian, and Coloured labour.

Hence, as their fundamerital objective, beth the Nagionalist and United Parties are
determined to maiitain the subject colonial status of the non-European people. This
ensures a supply of cheap labour for mines, farms, industries, transport, ete. 1t also
provides a fund of super-profits out of which the ruling class can provide sops to purchase
a basis of mass support from among the white middle and working classes, These sops
take the form, not only of rélatively higher wage and salary levels, but also of a practical
monopoly of commercial opportunities, of i)l"{) essions and skilled trades. White people
in South Africa are made to feel that their light skin-colour guarantees them the’privilege
of freedom from unskilled manual labour and domestic drudgery.

. All the well-known characteristics of ‘‘white domination” in South Africa flow from
this cardinal policy of non-Kuropean suBjection, which is analagous in all its main
features tu the relationship of a modern imperialist Government to its colonies.

Hence the exclusion of non-whites rfom political rights, property and land-ownership,
economic and cultural opportunities, collective bargaining and other features of citizen-
ship. Hence the Pass Laws, the Reserves, the compounds and locations. Hence the
permanent need for the brutal machinery of repression and intimidation, to keep the
people ‘‘in their places™ (police raids, curfews, pick-up vans, humilations and indig
nities) to silence their leaders (the Riotous Assemblies. Native Administration, Sup—
pression of Communism, Public Safety, Criminal Laws Amendment and other Acts).

_The United Party and the Nationalist Party agrce on all these matters. Compared
with this coincidence of interest, their points of difference are of lesser significance, and
capable of compromise,

The new-rich Afrikanes farmers who accumulated capital during and since the war,
and expanded rapidly into banking industry and commerce, no doubt cast envious eyes
on those positions of power and security which the Rand Club gentry and their Anglo-
American backers long ago grabbed themselves a monopoly in—gold mining, heavy
engineering, etc. It 1= these differences §/veh have their reggction in the rivalry between
U.P. and Nat.. but in the face of the rising threat of the non-white liberation movements
to u[;l.ﬂ;et the whole imperiggst svstém in h Africa, and send all the parasites flying,
the U.P.-Nat. differences #p ittle more “ygnificance than those between British Liberals
and Tories, or U.S. Repitiwgas and Demoe nts. |

One War Policy.

Similarly, in the field of ext-rnal policy, when it was a matter of whether White
South Africa should remain a British, or hecome a German, - Protectorate, there was
room for argument between Malan and Smuts. That arcument is now settled.

Foreign policy was hardly so much as mentioned by any Party or candidate in the
1953 election, for the simple reason that the Union's fore’zn poliey was taken for granted
as being common ground. Both Malan and Strauss claimed to he the heirs to the late
General Hertzog ; both took care, however, not to remind voters of Hertzog's oft-repeated
and celebrated dictum that ‘“South Africa must not commit herself in advance to parti-
cipate in Britain’s wars.”
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interests to those of the imperinlist war !; pumit.me to i_;h ‘Middle East” i
scheme; support for American intervention in Korew; utanium production for

weapons—on ali these matters there is a complete identity of policy among both seetions
of the ruling c¢inss,

r

Thus, ‘too, Nat. and U.P. polictes ara,indiatinquishabla on such matters nearer home
as the annexation of Sonth West Africa and the greedy reaching out for —thé
Protectorates.

Neither Dr. Malan nor Mr. Strauss took the trouble to make even a formal declara®
tion in favour of world peace. This remarkable omission could hardly have occurred duri
a general election in any other country at the Eresent time, That it happened :here
without occasioning comment indiéates not only the petty parochial outlook of the poli-
ticians, but also the tremendous amount of hard work that remains to be accomplished
by the conscious supporters of peace in the Union.

Post Election Heart-Searching.

To the outside observer, it would, therefore, appear to make irstle difference who won
the election: whether Stransé or Malan travelled to London for the Coronation; whether
Verwoerd or van der Byl issugd the new pass books' But to the peeple of dbur country—
—““the toad beneath. the harrow’’—the issue appeared otherwise Tr the African, feeling
daily the brumnt of that stormjaerspirit—whether in the palwe, ss the pass office, or
among any of the other white petty officials with whom he comes into contact—which
showed its ugly face at the smashing of U.P. meetings. To the Colofired man, under
the goad of ever-new apartheid indignities, To the Indian. whom the Nationalists have
cast in South Afriea for the role of martyrdom suffered by the Jew in Hitlef's Germany.
And to the majority of white South _Africans, ex-servicemen trade unionists, housewives,
Engilish-speaking people, Jews, anti-Fascists,

"To all these segtions of the population the election result was a bitter - disappoint-
ment. True, there is little love for the United Party. that opportunist collection of
mediocrities, disappointed careerists and financiers. But the Nationalists comprise,
undoubtedly, the most-hated Government since the davs of Lord Charles Somerset.

For the past eighteen months and more, the Strauss-Oppenheimer leadership of the
United Party have deliberately: set themselves out to suppress every manifestation of
militant mass opposition to the Government. They persuaded the Torch Commando tq
stop -its _demonstrations. They squashed the move to fight Swart’s two new Nazi Bills
outside Parhament. and ended by slavishly supporting them in Parliament, They even
had the colossal cheek to send varvious unsuccessful emissaries to the leaders of the
non-white liberation movements to get them to call ‘off their campaign,

And all these things were done, it was said, with the object of winning the elections.
Thus was. justified every betrayal, every desertion of principle.

That line of policy ended, as it had-to end, in disgraceful and humiliating defeat.
Yon can’t beat the Nazi by takiu. over his policy. You can’t beat anybody by ak taining
from opposition. The U.P. lost not only the election, but ulso its self-respect and the
confidence of its own supporters,

Disillusionment with the U.P.. a search tor nen solutions, for a real alternative to
Malanism: this is the content of the discussion am' debate that is going on throughout
South Africa today. on everr leve! n the factories.gn the huses, in the people’s homes.
This debate is reflected in the pglgrged election ‘zxﬁmnrtﬁm—-huwevar superficial its
level—which still oceupies most of 7'« -orrespanidemce columns of the Opposition press,

It is also reflected in the sudd:» Wppearance of ~w. new political parties.
Federal 1llusion.

We do not think the Federal Par:.  =ed be taken very seriously. It's a stra
combination, which has produced this odc ‘reak. On the one hand, political second-
childhood. ‘looking backwards to the days of the four colonies before 1910. On the other
hand, real political childhood, all at sea on the stormy tides of public affairs, lacking
rudder and compass: experience and theory. )

Revolutionary changes in the Union’s structure involve revolutionary means to
implement. them.

Weé are sure that Messrs. Heaton Nicholls and Kane Berman will be horrified by



the mere thought. Which is one of the reasons why—if it lasts so long—their Party will
not survive its first bye-election. ’ |

Liberal Delusion.

It is not necessary to enlarge much on Mr. Mandela’s searching analysis of the
Liberal Party in this issue of Liberation. L '

. That the South African Liberals ‘‘will do anythmg fnr,jh%oﬁf;icans except get off
‘their backs,”” is one of those illuminating epigrams which are ¢ontinually being reviv
by the march of events. In fact the principal issue on which the Liberals part com BE_
with militant democrats is precisely that they -are always thinking of doing something
“‘for’’ the nnn-Eur‘t{Peans, o rsuading the white electorate to ‘‘give’” them votes, or
land, or houses, hereas if forty-three yedrs since the demise of Cape Liberalism has
taught. us anything, it is surely that the non-Europeans wiil get nothing but kicks, dis-
enfranchisement and apartheid, until they %re.organised and detersmned ,and upited
enough to take .their rights for themselves.

We used to be told that when the*Africans “advemce sufficiently in the scale of
‘civilisation’’ all good things woWld be forthcoming. Despite every obstacle placed in
their way by the successive Union Governments, the Africans have in the past forty-three
{_aara made immeasurable advances in the'arts and crafts of a eomplex industrial society.

et, shoved off the common voters’ roll in the Cape colour-barred and restricted more
year by year, they are further from democratic integration in the Union’s political and
economic structure than they were in.

Before Union, the Liberal delusion could be excused as a blend of commendable
optimism and wishful thinking. Today, with the experience of those forty-three vears
behind us, it can only be viewed—if honest—as gross self-deception and blindness."

The True Alternative.

Malanism is no accident. Tt is the inevitable end-product of ‘““white domination’” and
conquest. It cannot be deteated and overthrown within the framework of the 1910 colour-
bar Constitution, which contained the seeds of its own destruction and is, indeed being
fast destroyed by the Government itself. g

. _The true alternative to the Swart-Strydon dictatorship which threatens us; is-a
real and vigorous people’s Jemocracy, embodying the demands and aspirations of the
millions of subjugated peopie 7t our conntry for land. equality and. fréedom.

The only romd to that democracy runs through the ‘efforts of the op
themselves; through mass education, nmass -Al'ﬁll%_ﬁﬂlﬁpn and mass’ st-l?uglg] efessﬁ:llupmmfn]ﬁ
through meetings and classes and the printed %5¥d; organisation through untiring ImAagi-
native building of 10 1011 o ‘ : -
practical action; struggle

and_trade_unions, in the course of
ve mean¥ of mass pohtical activity.

The white workers and mwxWie classes deri - no real and permane

non-European subjection. The'r e-onomic privileges are. alrenge beitzlagnts:ﬁarl‘lzﬁec{mlﬁ
the sharply-rising costs of apartheis and the vast State machine dg repression. Baasskap
means living not in security but .n - nstant fear. To be cast for the role of a jailer
‘involves living in jail. The only brigst future for Africans of European descent is to be
;g“ni'“ living Ei“?i %Jartnfers tl}lll eagnht}':a:]d fﬂﬁndah'g withian emancipated African people ;

T there 18 no future for-the '‘baas,”’ the ‘‘bwana Chgathih et Thir
any other Continent. ’ na’” or the ““sahib”—as such—in this or

The majority of white South Africans will be persuaded of thes
#ky generalisations and timid compromises of tlmpiiberals, but by t%:rrnﬁi'i?gugt}gnzgﬁ

of the peoples’ liberation movement when it grows to ‘i u -
convinced by the reality of life itself. . its full stature. They will be



To Halt Reaction

Such is the fundamental lesson of the eleetion’: TIt, m Mm who se¢ and unde
stand this lesson to enter and make their impact upon the debdte ‘Which is ragir
in the country; to leave no false argument unanswered, no half-truth’ unexposed.

It is good nnd healthy that people should discuss such issues, But debates ‘must-n:
be made an excuse for escaping the very real and urgent taaks that face &
Fascist, of whatever shade of opinion: to resist each and every new Government attaj
on the pmmle s rights, to defend every position on their road to the slave state.

The Government cares nought for Pnr’lmmenta.ry rotests and UNO investigation
If South Africa has not.already been altogether turne mto one vast jail and céncentr
tion camp. if some vestiges still remain of free speech asd open o 1tmn, it is due
the militant and fearless alliance of the oppressed peomle u a leadership: of
African and_ Indian Congresses. ~And, today, the police of Bwart can. onl:sr
averted if that alliance is broadened in practice; in commonm resistance, t6 ‘inolude
anti-Fascist sections of the population and opponents of the Government. Before
can go forward, we must halt the drive to reaction.

The crucial test for every democrat today is not the ingermity with which he devis
paper constitutions for a future South Africa, hut the eourage smd tenacity with whis
he fights the (sovernment- and opens the road to progress

THE PRINTED “LIBERATION” .cooo<7

With this issue, ‘‘Liberation’”’ makes its first
appearance as a printed magazine. We trust -reﬁ,ders
will forgive the delay which has been necesmtated by
the change over; and that they will feel, as we do,
that the delay is compensated for by a great improve-
nent 1n appearance.

- With this issue, too, we make for the first time
an appeal to our readers and friends for. financial
support. “We believe that this magazine has a vitally
important role to perform in our country. But, like
similar ndeavours everywhere. ‘‘Libération’’ cannot
survive and grow unless you. our readers, assist.

We ask you Mt only to héome a subscriber, and
to get others to +wbscribe, bt also to contribute
towards the ‘‘Liberatwsm Pnntmg Fund.’”” All dona-
.Lmns will be acknowle {ged in our next issue.

. .
e T o T T
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Editor, Liberation
Dear Sir,

We welcome Liberation, and would like to congratulate you on the high standard
of the first issue. |

The prineiple that ‘there can be no demgeratic fovement without democratic theory’
has been repeated very nftn_an in iSontl; Africa, but in fact very little has been done about it

A major source of difficulty hias beén a wrong idea of what is meant by “‘theory.”
. Many Eegple seem to think that a thedretical study comsists of vague and unsubstantiated
generalities. Others seem: to think that a theoretical educasson ntF congist of a memori-
mation of general principles based on - overseas experence. Mew many of us have even
set ourselves the. task of m;nk_mﬁ & conerete .and, detailed study of South African political
ecenomy, history or Epc!gﬁy?“-. ow .many. critical studies applymg our well-known prin-
les have been published? Ts it not high time tliat critical histories of the.conquest

f Africa, the experience of the African and Indiah Congresses from their foundations,

| the trade unions in South" Africn, the industrialization of Sonth Afriea, ete., should be

produced P

Vo call on-3 FEHMHM T ES .:'..:.'-i-r-. i‘l ‘lnmIf!i : i e and n o

B!:andm% of our own South African canditions and problems, as wﬁns the general I;:‘;f;-

E:!es of history and politics. In our opinion it is the duty of the older and more experi-
n

e 5

ced people to begin at donce to summarise the experience of the strugeles of the past
d to carefully consider and formulate the lessons of this experience for the benefit of
he large number of young militants eoming forward in the battles of today.

With greetings for a democrati¢ South Afl‘ic:l,,

D. HOLT
A. R. LIPMAN

| B. LIPMAN
Tohannesburg. MAR

gu the Editor of “Liberation.”
ear Friend,

“Please accept my heartiest congratulations on the publication of “Liberation.” It
appears at an appropriate tme to articulate the thoughts and hopes of the voiceless
illions of our country. I am giad to see that ‘“Liberation’’ stands for the principles and
bjectives of the ANC and SAIC. But T hope that this will not blind you'to the necessity
metimes to critierse particular decisions and tacties of the SAIC and ANC

I have in the past been a’critical*supporter of the Congresses and have had reserva-

bions in my support for their prgsent methods ruggle.  Nevertheless T joined th
batch of NBWBE volunteers ‘E&nt to jail | ~September. I feel thnt]na long :sﬁlﬁ:

remain loyal to the basic principles of the liberatwon movement we sho y :
i our right to criticise our leaderdgund the decisions which they make. u(I){}ﬂT 1§Htlf1?;l$;fs
ill we be able to avoid mistakes «nd set the people s forward march on the correct road
o freedom. 1 hope that “Liberatios  will be guided by this spirit of constructive and
bjective criticism, '

' For Afrika!

Yours for Democracy,
Durban A, K. M, DDCRLA'I%.,

."[“Lilmrntinn” is not controlled by any organisation and will alwa

el Wi _ ! . \ ¥s considerdtsclf free
0 cmtﬁﬁ[ﬁ tI]m Congresses in a constructive and helpful manner where criticism is called
or.—Editor. | 4
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SEARCHLIGHT ON
THE
LIBERAL PARTY

By NELSON MANDELA.

The formation ot .a South.African Liberal Party has meen announced. Prominen
Liberals are among the office bearers. Its constitution purperts te uphold the ‘““essentia
dignity of every human being- irrespective of race, colour or sreed, and the maintenanc
of his fundamental rights.”> Tt expresses itself in favour of the “‘right of every humax
heing to develop to the fullest extent .of which lie is capable consistent with the rights
of others.” The new party's statement of prindiples thus far contents itself with bréac
generalisations without any attempt to interpret them or to define their practical applica
tion in the South African context. It then proceeds to announce *‘that no person (should)
be debarred from participation in the government or other democratie processes of the
country by Teason only of race, colour or oreed.’”’ But hers the 0 ,
the safe ground of generalisation and stipulate explicitly ‘‘that political rights based on
a common franchise roll be extended to all suitably qualified persons.” This question:
begaing formulation will not for long enable our Liberals to evade the fundamental issue:
Which persons are ‘‘suitably qualified - The democratic principle is ‘““one adult, one
vote.””  The NLiberals obviously differ from this well-known conception, They are,
therefore, obliged to state an alternative theory of their own. This they have, so far
failed to, do. "The African National Congress, the South African Indian Congress and
the Congress of Democrats .stand for votes for all—the demand, a century ago, .of the
British Chartists, for universal-equal franchise rights, Does the Liberal Party support
this demand? Historical reality demands a plain and unequivocal answer. Which side,
gentlemen, are you on?

Tn South Africa where the entire population is almost split into two hostile camps
in consequence of the policy of racial diserimination and where recent political events
have made the struggle between oppressor and oppressed even more ‘acute, there camn
be no middle course. The fault of the Liberals, and this spells their doom. is to attempt
to strike just such a course. They believe in-criticising ‘and condemning the Government
furs}ts reactionary policies bt ey are afraid to.identify themselves with the people
and to assume :he task of mooiasine that seeinl force capable of lifting the struggle to
‘higher levels. Incidentallv, this midd -« 11 policy constitutes the foundation upon
which the South sirican Institute for R.ce Relations is built-and the same dilemma
which faced the Institute n the recont past aw  ts them. Wor years this body talked
about liberty, equality and cthe holition of Ll ylour bar. But when the people, stung
into action hy _tam vicious pol’ o f the™Natic s <t%, launched the Definnce Campaign,
all " talk of liberty and equa' ¥™ i uded in the air and frantic ¢forts were made by
Liberals of all shades of opimi . & nduce the pe=oole to call off defiance and ‘to accept

the status quo. Their advances  Med gnominious'~ The people spurned and repulsed
them as frightened and-vacillati . werttes who < interests were identical with those
of the governing circles. They wer | -missed bv the ‘Nationalists as confused kaffer-
‘boeties whose ideas wore subversive . © e traditions of the country.

Finally, the Liberal’s credo states thav to achieve their objects the Party will employ
““only democratic and constitutional means. and will oppose all forms of totalitarianism
such as communism and fascism.” Talk of ““democratic and constitutional means’’ can
only have a basis in reality for those people who enjoy democratic and constitutional
dohts.  We must accept the fact that in our conntry we cannot win one single vi

olitical freedom without overcoming a desperate resistance on the part of !the
Government and that vietory will not come of itself but only as a result of a bitter



struggle by the oppressed people themselves;for: the overthrow of racial discrimination.
This means that we are committed to forms of struggle which seek to mobilise fiom our
own ranks forces capable of waging a determined and militant struggle agdinst all forms
of reaction, The theory that, we can sit down with folded arms and wait for a future
‘parliament to legislate for the “‘essent l:ch%mty of every human being irrespective of
race, colour or creed’’ 1% a crass perversion of elementary ﬁalt_*mtﬂPIESj of political struggle.
Nd organisation whose interests are identical with those of the toiling masses will advocate
conciliation to win its demands,

In the South African context fo prepose that democrats limit themselves “to con-
stitutional means of strigglel is ‘to ask the peeple to submit to laws enacted by a
minority parliament whose composition is essentinlly a denial of democracy to the over-
whelming majority of the population. 1t means iit eflect that we must obey'a constitu-
tion which debars the majority “frag participation in the government and other demo-
cratic processes of the country by reason only of rsce. colour or creed.” It implies in
practice that e must carry passes and permit the violation of “the essential dignity of
& hpman being’" by reason only of race, colpur or. creed. It means that we must accept
the Suppression of Communism Act,ivhich legalisés the gageme and persecution of leaders
of the people because of their creed. It ipnplies the aeespsance of the Rehabilitation
Scheme, the Bantu Authorities, the Group Areas. the Pwbhic Safety, the Criminal Law
Amendments Acts and all the wicked polieies of the Govegnment,

The real question’1s: What is the political signiticanee of this organisation? ‘In the
general struggle for political Tights can the oppressed people count on the Liberal Party
as an ally? The answer is that the new Party merv‘y gives organisational expression
to a tendency which has for many years existed gmoug a section of the European juling
class and in the United Party, This section hates and fears the idea of a revolutionary
demogracy in South: Adrica, just as much asi the Malans and the .Oppenheimers do.

Eumpéan mass’ movement .by_fpr::e, they would seck to divert it with fine ;iful‘ds and
promises and to divide it by.giving concessions and bribes to a privileged minority (‘‘the
suitably qualified” voters perhaps). - |

- It becomes clear, ‘therefore,’ that the high-sonnding principles enunciated by the
Liberal Party, though u%pm-eu’ql:.* democratic and progressive in form, are essentially
reactionary in content. They stand not for the freedom of the people but for the adoption
of more subtle systems of oppression and exploitation. Though -they talk of liberty and
human dignity thev are subordinate henchmen of the ruling circles. They stand for the
retention of the cheap labour system and.of the subordinate colonial status of the Non-
European masses together with the Nationalist Government whose class interests are
ideptical with theirs. In practice they acquiesce in the slavery of the people, low wages,
mass unemployment, the squalid tenements in the locations and shanty-towns.

We of the Non-European liberation mavements are not racialists. We are convinced
that there are thousands of honest democrats among the white population who are
prepared to take up a firm and courageous stand for unconditional equality for the
complete renunciation of ““white supremacy.”! To them we extend the hand of sincere
friendship and brotherly alliamce. But no true alliance can be built on the shifting sands
f evasions. illusions and opportunism. -We insist on prsenting the conditions which
make it reasonable to fight for freedom. The only surc road to this goal leads through
thé nncompromising and determined muss sgmgele for the overthrow of fascism and the
astablishment of democratic forms of government.



“NATIVE EDUCATION"
AND THE
AFRICAN TEACHERS
By P.P.D.NOKWE.

In order to understand and evaluate the " finction aiv, ee status of the African
teacher in the compiex.of South African society, i1t 1s esswnti#l v understand and ‘evaluate
the function of educationt among the Africans, The Affuan veacher is the unfortunate
2roduct of, and the even more unfortinate instrument of whay s commonly called ‘‘Native
Education.”  The history of South Africa, and its social, political and economie stru
reveals-the existence of this qualified education. ' 8o-caliad Native Education is a reality—
it is a term applied to a protess, which is intended for the African and not for the
“ it e ’ . » gl neat a P 1,
ment. It ix cin the field of education that discrim nation and segregation are most
completely implemented. '

The history .and aims of African education expose the falsehood of the claim that
Europeans came to South Africa with benevolent motives of civilising the African and
of bestowing upon him the benefits of Western Civilisation. What is clear is that the
dlesirability of ‘educating’ the African, and the form of education have been functions of
the economic value of the "African to the European. “Native education” is the product
of the economic structure and development of South Africa.

The first schools were started by the early missionaries, and the earliest was in the
Cape at Genadendal .in 1799, FThe different missionary societies established different
mission schools, The missionaries regarded education as an ancillary to the evangeliza-
tion of the African. The process was simple, the ‘African had to be taught to read and
write, so that he should be able to read the Bible and be converted, after which he qualified
as a teacher and evangelist. He was then sent out to teach and convert his people.
Originally the farmerf opposed the evangelization and: education of the African, as they
regarded Christianity and Edueatiom as the [Ti"é‘t’ﬁ%‘ﬁﬁt’@ﬂ"of‘fhe White man. - Later,
however. when they realized ‘hat the ‘educated and christianized Hottentot’ was more
industrious  efficient and i al. thev sanctioned the process. It ‘'may be noted that
‘industrious  mean- readiness t. wo' . * r Furopeans. and loyalty means unquestioning
submission to Foropenn awthority. Il missionaries continued their work of educating
the African without any assistance tfrom the ® ropean community until 1854. The results
of their work were pions Evangehist-Teacl (r~ and industrious and loyal Iabourers.

In 1854, Sir lieorp;e 'C\* rhen Governi . it e Cape, realised that the ‘education’
of the African was a mean: <1 <oiving the Frontier farmers’ land and labour problems,
He realized that the educu .y and evangelizaz.on. of the African had the effect of
‘pacifying’ him, which really  «.»s that the -esistance of the Africans to European
demands of land and labour hax le«i lowered. in Sir Grey’s -own-words, ‘‘the-edueation
of the African was an attempt t¢ « 1 them to civilisation and Christianity, and thus to
change by degrees our present unconamered aid apparently irreclaimable foes into frien ds,
who may have common interests witn ys.” - _ . :

Education then was a strategy of invasion. Not only was education used to pnuiﬁy
the African, but also through it his needs for European commodities were to be i ’
so that-when bartering was inadequate to satigfy his needs, he should readily exchange his
labour for monéy to acquire these commodities and so make him dependent on the
Furopean. In order to expedite the process of stimulating new wants, African labourers
were paid partly in money and partly in kind, and commodities such as Coffee, Sugar and
Tobacco were used. With this purpose 1n view. the Govérnments of the Cape and later
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of the other Republics subsidized the Mission Schools, In return for these subsidies, the
governments acquired the right of regulating the Curricula, The Curriculum consisted
mm a little English to enable Africans to read the Bible and be able to interpret; manual
and industrial trmining,

Towards the end of the 19th Century and the beginning of the 20th minerals rere
discovered and towns and industries_developed and the demand for labour increased.
Originally Indisns and Chinese were imported, but this system was’inadequate and the
various ublics devised means of disturbing the self-sufficiency .apd independence of
the African in order to induce him to sell his labour to the European as cheaply as
possible, Apart from the imposition of Taxation one of- thé methods which was carefully
studied was education. This is clearly indicated in the Reports of various Commissions

and Directors of the period.

Report of the Diroctors of the Fransvasl 1903.

, “The view mentiored above of teach the Native to wefk'' .  contains the true
- principle by which the education of the Native is to be regulated amd controlled, and no
proposal for a-plan of Native education would be likely to commend itssif to the aanse
of the great majority of the people of. this country that did not contemplate the ultimate
social place of the Native as an eflicient worker. . . . The tentative scheme prescribed
the first place for the combination of manual training with elementary instruction and
in the second place for the shaping of that elementary instruction so as to equip the
Native for a more intelligent comprehension of amy industrial work before him.”

This report is an admirable thesis on the prevailing views of the aims.and function
of ‘“Native Edrcation.” ““The great majority of the le of the country’” are the
European employers who had determined the ultimate social place of the African as an
efficient worker. The Africans were not, and are not regarded as people. There is an
admission in this report that by-some different process of education the Africans could
become something other than mere efficient workers, but this would not commend itself
to the Juropeans, because it would not facilitate the exploitation of the African. The
-governments impleniented their plans of producing efficient cheap labourers and the
products of this system of education were pious Evangelists, loyal teachers and indus-
trious workers. .\ few of «the Africans m:uﬁed this triangle after completing their
industrial and teachers’ training courses, and they managed to get overseas, where they
pursued the type cf education which would not cemmend itself to itself to the sense.of
South African Europeans Some qualified as doctors, others as Lawvers and Graduntes.
It 1s some of these accidents ¢ *'Native Education’ who lnter organised the Africans
to struggle for :neir liberation, notable amongst these is Dr. Ka 1. Seme, the first
President of the African National Congres< 1912) -The fundamental principle, then, of
“Native Fdueation i~ that it is undertaken becatise it is ecunnmica.ﬁr convenient for
the Kuropean. It does not contemplate anv benefs for the African, since his ultimate
social place is as ap efficient worker and any other _plan does not commend itself to the
European. Tt is now a little lesgguan 30 year. #~ the ahove report was written.
Many things have changed sinc. ‘H-u; many things are now accepted as normal which
were then regarded as abnorma 4 nid all these =»dical changes ““the sense of the
great majority of the people of thi« #intry” has nor -hanged.

African teachers are still mainly tr virwl in missionary training institutions, which
are subsidised by the Government.. There ire 83 Mission (Sta.t-e-nied) training institu-
tions in South Africa. In almost all these schools, the trainees have to clean their class-
- rooms. school premises daily and, where they are in residence, they have to do their own
.washing and ironing. 1In many such institutions the girls who are in training have to
cook for themselves in turn. Whilst it is generally argned that this has to be the case
with African students because the fees are not adeyuate to ay the wages of a large
ntm of employees in these institutions, whose duties it wnul(f be to clean the premises,
clotiffig and cook for the students as in European schools, it is submitted that the
mmadequacy of the fees is due to the principle of under-paying the African and these
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menial duties which the students must do, are in actual fact, a preparation of their
minds and bodies for their ultimate social place as workers.

For many years it was only necessary for an' African to pass 8td. VI in order- thag
he could be trained as a teacher, as compared with Matric as mra—;eqtumte for Buropean
teachers, This low qualification has been justified by saying that it was a concession to
the African, who has fewer obstacles in his way, than a European to obstruct him from
qualifying as a teacher. This, then; it is argued, is an advantage for the African, i8
argument is completely deceptive and fallacious. The real reason for the low qualification
-is to implement the doctrine of ‘“manual trainify and elementary instruction’ and o
keep the quality of ‘‘Native Eduention’’ as low, and the European educafion as high, as
can be commendable to the sense of the Europeans, There are about 10,000 ﬁmhﬁacl
teachers who have passed Std. V1 ouly (N.P.L.), 3,000 whe have passed J.C. (N,P.H.).

900 Matriculants, and about 315 graduate teachers iff South Africa

On completing his training, the teacher usually finds employment in the school con-
trolled by the demomination to which he belongs. In that case e is employed by the
manager of the school who is usually a priest, subject to the sppreval of his appnintmant
by the Provincial Educittion Department which controls ‘‘Nagive Education.’

“The African chilidl does not receive education as a right and as has already been
shown, his education is merely econcmically convenient. In contrast with the European
child, the African child does not enjoy free compulsory Feucation. This has two effects,
and they are that the State does not contemplate or desire that all Africans should be
educated, since tlis would not be convenient as South African Economy relies on the
existence of a large reservoir of cheap unskilled labour The riumhers is therefdre regu-
b on| . _ ) : | H&'hl'ﬂlh, and-
exploitation of the Africans which makes it impossible for them to keep their children
in school for long, because the schooling of an African child is an additional burden on
an income so low that it requires the very child should supplement it. The second reasem
for the above is that the State does not want to accept African education as its duty.
It is convenient to regard it as a benevolent and charitable gesture towards the Africans,
These, then, are the ‘controls’, which ensure that ‘“‘Native Education” will continue to
be a process, which commends -itself to the sensc of the largé majority of the Europeans.
[t might ‘he argued that this analysis is not correct since it negl the existence of
high school education and even University education. High school education ususlly
prepares the European child for technical or university apart from the fact that only a
small percentage of the Afriean children ever receive high school education. (Only 25
per cent. of the children of school-going -age aré in school. and of those who are in
secondary schools are about 2 per cent, of the-total enrolment. This is to be contrasted
withs the corresponding figures for Kuropeans which are 100 d:er cent. and 16 per cent.)
Thee Africans are denmd technical education, and those who do get through their courses
at ‘high sehools usualley become teachers, nurses and clerks.

Thao prinniEIe of cheap 1abonr is applied to the teachers. Their salary is about three-
fifths that of Knropean wome 1t achers, which is three-fifths of that of European male
teachers, with t.e same qualifications  The African teachers with the exception of those

in Natal, receive o jension benefit,  Whe'o tooe are too old to serve the government
faithfully, they have to find some other emplyn. at,

The general eondition- of . (loyment of ‘@ African teacher are uncertain and
vague, In the Cape, Africar P'mr« are dis W raged from being active members of
political ,organisations but the DNeparsment has ne powers to dismiss teachers who are
active mombers. In the 0.1".8. ‘fgcan teachers r- be members of political organisa-
tions, but they are not allowed to o 1 iny office, ' n Natal, and the Transvaal, teachers
aro not allowed to be members I & itical organisations. These restrictions are in
accordance with the fundamental p woples of ““Native Education.!”” The teacher is
expected to accept the “ultimate social place” of the African. which commends itself
to the sense of the European. and he has no right either to question it or attempt to change
it. The corisequences of violating these restrictions is dismissal with the possibility of-
haing struck off the roll. Aithough the. African community really bears the cost of
“Native Education' it has no effective control over the education of its children.

ﬂlm Government deceives the Europeans br telling them that they in fact carry the
burtién of Native Education. This is of course completely untrue, since a large pomnttgﬁ»
of the nationa! wealth of the country depends on the contribution of the African throug
direct and indirect taxation, and the compuisory contribntion through cheap labour.
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The teacher is caught up in a conflict of interésts bétween the government and’ his.
| peoﬂla, and as his people have new power to secure him, he unconsciously. resolves the
conflict in favour of the govedmment and he pursues his task as a- loyal servant. The
position and status of the teacher is no accident. 7Tt is the direct result of a political,
social and economic system which does not regard the Africans as people and whase object
1s the perpetuation of white supremacy and domination and black inferiofrity.

The educational system is a process which is.inténded. to carve the African child so
that he may fit into a fixed mould. There is therefore no- pretension to develop the
creative abilities of the African child. The teacher, in the process, is merely a precision
machine and nothing else. And should he regard. himself as anything else, and his
task as different then he is ““a dangerous element.’” The insecurity of the teacher in his
job is the insecurity of every worker in'an artificial system which depends for .its
existence on the complete submission of people. The lack of control by the A¥ricans in
the education of their children is the denial of controi of the Africans in all their affairs
in the country.

In order to have ‘a different system of education, we -equire a different society, a
society which will not fear to develop the creative abilities of the African child to the
tullest; a society which will not predetermine the role o= c<hare of any of its members.
In short, democratic education is only possible i1 4 comy letor (democratic society.
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GENTRAL AFRICAN FEDERATY

By “ BWANAUSI. »
Historical.

About 1922, there was a, suggestion to link up Northern ans Seather ‘
the settlers in Smlt.herlr-ﬂhodésgm turned it dﬂnlr)n becanse t: unmon mﬂi_’huo%e:l:{ btﬂg
expense of Southern Rhodesia.

In 1938. the question of amalgamating the three terrftories, Northern Rhodesia
Southern Rhodesia and Nyasaland came up again, and a Royal Commissic T
Bledisloe was. sent to ‘‘consult’” the lm;nplfa‘ of Central Africa, | esion under Lord

In Nya and Northern Rhodesia, where rthéIComminm spent most of the.time,

1 AIricans obDjeCLed D LIE =1 1l 2, . - =souther? . il‘!l".":" Il YIEWwW: . -0 Al
fact that the interests of the Africans in the Northern Territories i i |
southern Rhodesia was a so-called white man’s land. o8 were paramount_., —

saland

The Commission found that amalgamation was not practicable in vi e dispari
in the policies of the three territories towards the 'Afril::an, and alsl»; dll.f: t%f :I]: dmpm
in the constitutional development of the three territories. The Commission fogl]i? that
some sort of closer association was desirable, and so recommended the formation of the
Central African Council, which Southern Rhodesia did all she could to make unworkable.

Birth of Congress.

- In 1944 the Nyasaland African Congress was formed and was registered as a itical
party. The Northern Rhodesia African Congress was born more or lgas at thessamp:l;ima.

. The Governments of the two countries instituted District, Provincial and Protector
(in Nyasaland) and African Representative Councils (in Northern Rhodesia) as mﬁg
to these two Congresses

Constitutional Dévelopmengy

~ During the same year, history wa.s made in Northern Rhodesia in that fri
sat in the Le:fislatg:ra for the first time and in the following year I‘;wu' Aflt-;;:n&f;?ﬁ
the Nyasaland Legislature.

These developments disturbed the white minority of ‘Southern Rhodesia. Th felt
that this step would make the. Africans of Southern Rhodesia clamour for more o
than they had hitherto .enjoyed. =~ wom o st for mora_nghta

&i}' 1948, Sir Godfrey Huggins and Mr. Roy Welensky decided to call a meeting at
i

theqfVictoria Falls to discuss Federation. At that time the Labour Government in
Britain was doing more for the political set up of the Northern Territories, and the
delegates to the Falls Conference, at which Conference Africa wes conspicuous by his
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mbsence, it was «ecided that to. put an end to the advance of the African in:the North,
ﬂa&emtion }m? 'lt‘.[he only tool. They called upon Britain to call'a conference to discuss
e matter 1n full,

Then came the second Falls,Conference at which Britain insisted that Africa be
represented. At this Conference the four African representatives voiced their objections
to the scheme, and their objections were so good that Huggins asked the conference to
extlude’ these. Africans who knew only one word—No. Mr? James Griffiths said he would
walk out if the Africans walked out. In the minutes of the proceedings, i“’“ﬂm of the
fact that the Africans voted against the plau for federation, 1t was recordefd that voting
Was unanimous.

Then the Africans of Nyasaland and Northdth Rhedesia decided that it was absolutel
useless to attend these conferences if their objections were not going' to be rmrdedy, |
(This answers Mr. Selope Thema's question in the Bantii World whv the Africans refused
to attend these conferences.) | | |

"

The aithorities decided that the next conference in Londen. had to be attended by
Africans. To divide™the people the Nyasaland Govornmear ~hose sBme men from the
Protectorate Council and sent them to London. These dul sov want to go for reasons
stated abeve, but they were assured that the were going jhers ns “‘observers.’’

When in London the Colonial Secretary told them that they were not ‘‘observers’’
but delegates, they chose to defy his Tuling that thev attend the conference. At the
same time, 'a delegation of the Congresses of Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland was
‘canducting 'a Violent campaign against the Central African Federation. The Nyasaland

Features of the Federal Constitution.

1. The draft coustitution of the Federation provides for 35 members of the house
of assembly, allocated thus:— |

Southern Rhodesia ... 17
Northern Rhodesia .., 11
Nyasaland 7
{of which 6 were to be Africans, two numi‘ngtvd by the Governor of each country).

From the outset you see that Nyasaland, which has the largest population, gets the
least number of seats. ‘

2. The Federal Government will have control, among other things, of Telecommuni-
cation, Trazsport and lmmigration.

3. Federal legislation will override all terrvitorial legislation.

. 4. The original draft proposed an A\tr-an Affairs Board to look after African
interests. This has now in the later draft ‘-an- abolished.  Instead there is to be a
select committee of Parlinugw to lok after - \friran interests. | |

At present the African » ‘usnland enjoys the privilege of being in control of radio-
t-ElE'phﬂl‘lE andl t{e"lf-gruph sery ¥ hoth in the perational and S'Ef"t"iﬂillg'nspec‘bs, H5 is
the postal clerk, post master .t

_ In Transport he enjoys the ' »n- noly of driving railway engines, of “examining the
tickets and of being a guard. | -

These have to go when Federation comes.

Immigration is of vital importance, The Federation will swamp the i
- with many whites and so drive the African to the tsetse-fly belts of thespe par:: n?il}::r;?
His land will have to go.. The Chief will no longer control the land. in favour of his

peupla. |

Above au, the African’s aspiration to determine hif own affairs in & self- .
country will be vitally threatened by Federation, This is the crux of the protiom. &
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The African in Southern Rhodesia u
that wéuld adversely 953::1: him. Now u
has never been exercised,.las been

done away with.

sed to have a. paper protection ]
i) ne Hede A0, V8N ThLE ]

The visit of the Colonial Minister, Mr. Hopkinson, did a lot to upite Africans '
Central Africa. He was very arrogant, and further ha said that there “were mgi
Africans who favoured Federation. This angered every African. A sigrificant conid
~yuence of the visit was that the Governor of Nyasaland cabled to London saying.tH#

there was intimidation, or else the people would gladly accept ‘the federal idea. The A¥E
reaction came from the Chiefs, who decided to have their awn meeting, not a_governmés
sponsored one, at Lilongwe, where they passed eleven ‘resolutions condemning - thi
Minister of State and the Nyasaland Government. The conference of chiefs decided -
send & deputation to the Queen to protest against this obnoxious idea. In London €k
delegates of this mission were snubbed and this made-them see a new light in that it w

the Congress that was fighting for their rights and they decided to join hands and thygg
the Supreme Council of Nyasaland Chiefs and the people’ was formed to cq.-ﬂrc!lmate ATIS
direct the action of the people. o .

Chiefs in Northern Rhodesia have also heéft very actave, and have not let theif peopl
down. And so hegins an ecra of struggle in Central Africa. B .

Book Review:

MUSIC AND IDEAS
T New Apyroach

By W.B.NGAKANE.

Rarely are books on music written for the ordinary feader and with some other obj
than the exposition of its technigue and + ructural forms. Here, however, within this
compact little volume* and within the samut of little more than a hundred yages.
Mr. Finkelstein departs from the old beaten naths and views it from an entirely dig:ran
perspective. | The orthodox writer of musw, leals with its historical development,, i
technique and™its structuryg borms. On t ther hand, Mr: Finkelstein writes abo
musie as a vehicle for exxmz ideas, an explbsive force which, while growing out
and with the people, giving piqgwirable satisfation to their aesthetic sense, nevertheles:
interprets, their ideas of the sdtus quo and tneir dissatisfaction with it. E

Tracing the development of 11+ ~ic from that of primitive man-the author of this book
zoes to great pains to demonstr.ce -hat at every stage, its forms were adequate to
neads of thepeppte—Amongprimrt—~e X dicphrae d en :
shifficed as a song, for its purpose. apart from the satisfaction of the aesthetic sense, 'w
to control the forces of nature with which they contended all their life. ‘It was a mean
for organising~tb tribe’s collective labour in real activities such as hunting, sowing, a
the beginning of an attempt to understand nature. There were rituals for fmnting, w
sowing, harvest, festive initiation of the Young into gdulthood. and ceremonies over
burial of the dead. Kach had its own dance and song.” Two types of music are chara
teristico@ifitual music at this stage, distinct but, tending to combine, one based on pi
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and the other on rhythm. As man evolves and life becimes 1ora differentiated, there is
o corresponding growth in complexity in the structural fams and technique of music.
During the slave-owning regimes of the city-owning civilsatious s great advance was
1pade 1n instrumental techniques and music ceased to erve a~ 7o product of all the peaple
but was organised by the priests in the interests of the Frags " nobility. This process
of the disinheritance of the snbmerged classes contmued i an npward curve until the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries when chamber music and opera became the pre-
rogatives -of the nobility.. Bub .already at this time the vontradictions of the capitalist
economy showed itself, and great composers and musv iny were treated as artisans and
servants hardly above the status of cooks. This contrudiction manifested itsel in the
tontrast between the form and comtent of the music, The comie apers, h , was-the
first- méans by which, through ad-libbing and veiled satire, the first shafts were thrown
at the ruling classes. The democratisation of music followed closely when through the
symphonies, which were, essentially concert-hall performances, the simple folk could now
share ‘their heritage with. their former superiors. Great advances have since been Thade
and not only has music been made accessible to the simple folks, but opportunities have
bean created for their artistic development in every sphere. |

Just as among primitive folk music was an instrument for controlling the natural
forces with which they had to contend, so in each stage -along their road of social economic
and political development, men have used music as an instrument for liberation from
the forces that stuucl m the way of their frecdom. Among the slave-owning communities.
music was used to expres~ their revulsion against their oppression. In the capitalistic
society of the latter seventcenth and early eighteenth centuries, the labouring classes
expressed their revulsion against their conditions through mmsic.

Finkelstein has succceded singularly by his little work in showing that music can be
and has indeed heen a dyn. nic force in the world of human affairs, at the same time

influencing a: . being influe:. by it and accelerating the tempo and intensity ‘of man’s
struggle against the fetters that tran .. ' Wi« “reedom’

How Music rxpresses leas. by N, Finke' -tov London, Lawrence and Wishart.



