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The ‘Logic’ of Disinvestment The Post’s editorialonSouthA&n unionists, forced employers facing 
[“Targeting Apartheid,” May 1] is an- skilled-labor shortages to desegregate 
other example of honest, soul-search. Many positions and forceq Pretoria to 

j ism in which the writer cor- admit that blacks are now a 
1€s the inherent contradic- ment feature of disinvestment Strategy yet i cannot bring himself to admit the logi. cal conclusion of his OWn argument. Post points oyt that the likely result of disinvestment sanctions would be to “slow the engine of change that is the South African econ- omy.” That engine of economic growth has émpowered black trade 
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wish to make a moraj Statement, byt as Mr. Cohen points out [“An Evil Un- Simplified,” op-ed, April 26}, “Moral- ity i when someone else pays the cost.” [sn’t it time instead to ac- cept that the United States should be i erican invest. 
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Next Battleground 
By David B. Ottaway 

: Washington Post Service 
WASHINGTON — It was the 

second tense appearance by the ha- 
rassed assistant secretary of state 
for Africa, Chester A. Crocker, be- 
fore the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee to defend the adminis- 
tration’s much-maligned policy of “ 

Maryland Democrat, was proceed- 
ing in lawyer-like fashion to cross- 
examine the professorial Mr. 
Crocker, widely regarded as the 
policy’s - chief “architect "and its 
staunchest remaining defender. 

Why, the senator asked, was Mr. 
Crocker still defending the policy 
at a time when so many Americans 
of all i i 

at it had 
failed? Wasn'tit clear to the admin- 
istration that something more was 
needed to brin[fi about meaningful 
«change in South Africa’s system of 
apartheid? 

“The issues are complicated, but 
you better start coming to grips 
with them because itti 

. in total isolation from 
what is going on around you,” bel- 
lowed a clearly irritated Senator 
Sarbanes. 

Fresh from a bruising battle over 

its Nicaraguan policy, the Reagan 
administration is about to engage 
Congress is another highly contro- 
versial one. This time the battle will 
be over why economi i 
against South Africa would be bad 
policy when they were good policy 
with regard to Nicaragua. 

The heated exchange before the 

'y 
extent to which the Reagan 
istration has been thrown onto the 
defensive as it seeks to cope with 
the ground swell of public demand 
— €ven among many conservatives 
within the Republican Party — for 
the imposition of some kind of pu- 
nitive measures against Pretori 

In fact, the administration’s 
thern Africa policy — 

aimed at getting the Cubans troops 
out of Angola, independence in 
South-West Africa and .orderl 
change under way inside South Af’-l 
rica — is increasingly coming un- 
der attack in various quarters, both 
Republican and Democratic. 

One result is that many Republi- 
cans, particularly in the Senate, 
where 22 of them face re-election in 
1986, are taking their public dis- 
tance from the administration and 
staking out their own independent 
positions on South Africa. 

“For most Republicans, the ad- 
ministration’s policy provides no 
political cover,” remarked a Senate 
staff aide. “The administration 
i mouthing the right 
words. Mr. Crocker’s approach to 
reform just doesn’t sell.” 

For the first time, there is every 
indication that both the House and 

toria government to accelerate the 
flace of change and scrap its apart- 
eid system. 
In the administration’s struggle 

to head off sanctions against South 
Africa, President Ronald Reagan’s 
decision to impose a trade embargo 
on Nicaragua has come at an ex- 
tremely awkward moment. The em- 
bargo has served to complicate 
greatly its own argument that such 
measures imposed on white-ruled 
South Africa would be counterpro- 
ductive and, as Mr. Crocker told 
the Senate, “simply bad public pol- 
icy” setting important precedents 
“with worldwide implications.” 

“Can anyone seriously doubt 
that it is far worse to live today as a 
black man or woman in South Afri- 
ca than as an opponent of the San- 
dinistas in Nicaragua?” asked Rep- 
resentative Stephen J. Solarz, 
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