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AVE P AA . Association O West European Parliamentarian:
for Action against Apartheic
STATEMENT ON THE RELEASE OF NELSON MANDELA
AVEPAA wel cones the actual rel ease of Nelson Mandel a, 9 days
after the announCenment by South African President de Klerk, as a
maj or success in the struggle for final dismantling of apartheid
and a positive step in the process of creating a suitable climte
for fruitful negotiations on the abolition of apartheid.
It is still necessary that the South African governnent takes
sonme further steps in accordance with the denmands, repeatedly put
forward by both the South African opposition and by the
i nternational community, like the European Community (in its 1986
statenment) and the General Assenbly of the United Nations, (in
its unani nously adopted-resol ution of Decenber 14, 1989). This
means anongst ot hers:

the release of all political prisoners and detai nees, w thout
i mposing any restrictions on themafter their rel ease.

the coleete lifting the State of Energency in all its asoects,
and the repeal of all other legislation, circunscribing politi-
cal activity, such as the Internal Security Act;

allowing political activities without further restrictions by
al | organi sati ons and persons proscribed/restricted thus far

renoval of all troops fromthe townships;

the abolition of the practice of detention wthout tria

full abolishment of media restrictions, including the ban on
pi ctures of "unrest situations" on TV

abolition of the 'honelands’ policy, including forced renovals
of people to and forced incorporation of areas into ’'honel ands’
abolition of the G oup Areas Act, the Popul ation Registration
Act and the Land Act
Consi stent pressure on South Arica by the world comunity, in the
diplomatic, mlitary, economc, sports and cultural fields has
contributed to the current achievenents, which are prinarily the
result of the resistance of the South African popul ati on agai nst
apart hei d.
AVEPAA fully agrees with M. Mandela's call on the internationa
conmunity to continue the canpaign to isolate the apartheid
regi me because by lifting sanctions now we would run the risk of
aborting the process towards the conplete eradication of
apart hei d.
AVEPAA has invited M. Mandela to address a neeting in the
Eur opean Parlianent on further action for the transition to a
uni ted, denocratic and non-racial South Africa.
Anst erdam February 12, 1990
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