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The Batl agae Trust was established in October 1991 by the NCCR
to integrate returning exiles educationally. The Trust ainms to
provi de assi stance on a non-partisan basis and its trustees are
drawn fromthe ANC, the PAC and the churches.

However, as the organisation with the |argest returnee
constitency the ANCis the major player in the NCCR and the

Bat| agae’ rrust’ s indi spensible supporter’ particularly in relation
to funds fromtraditional donors. The ANC s Departnent of
Education, the Repatriation Committee and the Departnent for
Hurman Resources work closely with the Batl agae Trust.
The Trust’'s mmjor objective is to provide bursaries. In 1992 the
Trust assisted 1885 scholars from nursery school to university

| evel nationally. So far, in 1993 we are sponsoring 1965
scholars. The Trust is based in Johannesburg and utilises NCCR
regi onal offices to process applications outside Johannesburg.

" To facilitate the integration of returnees’ children and youth,
the Trust provides:

.counsel ling of students and their fanilies

.advice on curriculummatters such as | anguage and carricul um
di fferences

.group placenent of students and pupils

.support for teachers in order to provide upgrading and care for
ret urnees.
Anot her function of the Trust is to return educational archives
(documents) fromexile for placenment at the University of Fort
Hare and to establish a research progranme on the educationa
experience of the liberation novenents during the years of exile.
Al ready the ANC s archives from SOMAFCO have been brought back
and a research programe on SOVAFCO i s being set up
The Trust’'s attenpts to open a reception school for returnee
children were foiled in 1991, first at the Hllview School in

.1 Pretoria and then in Mayville, Durban, the former was bonbed by
right-wing extrem sts and anti-ANC forces opposed us in Mayville.
However, the Trust has succeceded in opening a Community Schoo
in Yeovill, Johannesburg as from January this year. It has both
returnee and | ocal di sadvantaged chil dren.
An Educational Polyclinic has al so been established in Yeoville.
It provides renmedial instruction, counselling, psychonetric
testing and support to teachers on adaptation to non-racia
educational principles and practices.
Finally, the Trust has facilitated the esbtablishment of the
South African Extension Unit (SAEU), the distance education
facility set up in 1984 by the Commonweal th Secretariat for
exiled adult learners. Since the najority of |earners are back
in South Africa, the SAEU will continue to assist themwith
di st ance | ear ni ng.
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