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REPOHT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE STANDING COMMITIEE ON

POLICY! INFORMATION AND DEFENCE FOR THE PERIOD

JANUARY ~ JUNE: 1281

OBJECTIVE:

1. To review and analyse the situation so as to draw up conclusions

and recommendations for consideration of the Standing Committee.

INTRODUCTION:
————L——A‘I—-I

2. It was yet another eventful period with many developments and

incidents occurring in rapid succession. The racist South African regime

further escalated its barbaric suppression of the peoples of Namibia hand

South Africa. while intensifying its acts of unprovoked aggression against

the Frontline and neighbouring States.

3. Having failed in its attempt at reforming the system of apartheid,

the Pretoria. clique has retreated right back to open brute force: intimi—

dation, blackmail, child imprisonment, indiscriminate and oold—blooded

massacres, and various other forms of atrocities. All things considered,

the racist regime's record of violation of human rights has already surpassed

that of the Nazi Germany.

4. On their part, National Liberation Movements and other dynamic

anti-apartheid Organizations inside South Africa continued to improve upon

their tactics and efficiency: the new strategy being to know the enemy

more while adopting the tactic of defending by attacking. The idea is to

 

extend the areas of activity to the enemy' 5 soft spotst
W-

5. The Report attempts to throw some light on the progress and 'w' .-Ji"

successes recorded during the period under review while also touching on

bread and specific shortcomings which would need more attention, not only

of the Executive Secretariat and National Liberation.Movements, but also

of the Liberation Committee and the entire OAU.
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6. The Southern African situation has been treated in a little more

detail because recent experience has shown that the role of the Frontline

and neighbouring States is vital in the war against the Pretoria regime -

the arch—enemy of freedom, justice, peace and stability in africa.

7. The issues in the Report are discussed under the following

sections:-

(a) Political Matters

(b) Defence and Security

(0) Information and Publicity Services.

N A M I B I A
 

(a) Political Matters:

 

8. Since the convening of the Fbrty-seventh Ordinary Session of the

Liberation Committee in hrusha, sane six months ago, no progress has taken

place with regard to the Namibian independence process.

9. What has been on the increase is the racist South Africa's State

terrorism, carried out by the so—called South West Africa Territofial Force

(SWATF). The increased atrocities, however, have further enhanced the

fighting spirit and determination of the Namibian People under the leadership

and guidance of SWAPO. Despite the difficult circumstances, SWAPO continued

to win victories in the political, diplomatic as well as in the military

fields.

10. It is almost ten years since the UN Security Council Resolution

435 was adepted. 'Yet a peaceful solution to the Namibian independence

question remains as remote as ever. The reason for this continueus

stalemate and impasse is the sane as was reported to the Forty—seventh

Session - the double standard of the Reagan.hdministration,

supported by Margaret Thatcher's Censervative Government.
O

 



 
 

.. 3 _ sc/48/Doc.2

11. With the return of Margaret Thatcher to power, and the apparent
shift of position by the US Senators, it would be unrealistic to anticipate
any better understanding from Washington, London and Bonn on the Namibian
independence process»

The UN Securitx Council Resolution 435 512782:

12. Todate, the UN Security Council Resolution 435 remains the best
approach to the Namibian independence issue. Paradoxically, the very authors
of the resolution are the ones who are working double shift to sabotage its
implementation. Any consideration of a negotiated settlement of the Namibian
conflict should take into account the fact that the only chance of achieving
a just and honourable peace and internationally recognised settlement, is the
unconditional implementation of the UN Security Council Resolution 435 (1978).

f

13. There is ample evidence that, inside Namibia, a cross-section of sober
and far-eighted Namibian Population looks at Resolution 435 (1978) as the best
solution to the independence issue if a long and protracted war was to be avoided.

OAU Commitment;

14. The contribution and commitment of the OAU to the struggle for immediate
independence of Namibia began with the creation of the Liberation Committee.
Having realised the difficulties being encountered in the implementation of the
UN Resolution 435, the Organisation redoubled its efforts, Leaders of the
Frontline States met frequently to review the situation in order to draw up
new strategy and tactics, the Africa Group at the United Nations stepped. up its
activities over the Namibian issueo

150 In 1981 the Liberation Committee adopted a document known as Arusha
Plan of Action on Namibia. This was followed by the Accra Programme of Action
(1985), the Lagos Declaration on Southern Africa (1986). Copies of these docur
ments are available and can be supplied to delegates on request.

16. The situation in Namibia no longer calls for adoption of new Plans of

Action, or search for new strategies. It demands the implementation of the

existing decisions, Declarations and Resolutions. It is a question of saying

one thing and doing the same thing. At the UN and other international fora,

OAU Member States should speak, act and vote as one. As shown by past experience,

joint efforts by OAU Member States usually produce positive results.
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17. he prevailing situation inside Namibia is favourablea Seeing

themSelves pushed to the well, the People are determined, mobilised and

politioisedfi SflhPO is aliv: Cut active all ever the countryo The youth

and students are in a revolfiticrary mood. Without the presence of occupation

troops, the interference by the Reagan administration,and the manipulation

by the Governments of Great Britain and the Federal Republic of Germany,

the People of Namibia would sweep to victory and assume their genuine

nationhooda

18. On the other hand, the so—celled interim government imposed by the

raoist South Africa in June, 1985, remains dormant and inactive“ Being

paid for no work, the puppets constitute an institution for the exploitation

Of the People of Namibia. They are used as agents of confusion to delay the

process for a genuine independence”

19. On 13th February, 1987, the Interim Pufpet regime announced its

intention to "move towards a greater de cc of fennel autonomy from South“5:

Africa". In this connexion, two additional Ministries were to be created:

one for internal security and the ether for internal oo—operation. In

addition a re ”0 of taraJhernelia of a soverei'n State would be adopted.1 “6 y I z”:

20. It is an absurd pretention that the puppet Interim Government could

take charge of internal security in Namibia where even the racist South

Africa, with a force of more than 10L,OOO troops and a daily expenditure

of millions of rend, are finding it an up—hill job to cope with.

The So—callod DeveloEment did:

  

21 It is understood from reliable sources that the Government of

the Federal Republic of Germany, through its flinistry for Economic

Co—operation, has embarked upon a project known as Development hid for

Namibia.before independence. This.hid is partly channelled through the

so-called Interim Government and paitly (secretly) to various firms and

institutions owned or run by white Namibians (mainly of German origin).

I  
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22. The “Development hid” is usually financed or eo—financed through

private Channels by the Goverfiment of the Federal Republic of Germany.

23. The so-called Dev610pment Aid being given to Namibians of German origin

by the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany§ is a cause for

concern. This kind of aid, dished out according to colour and ethnic

origin, is no better than an extention of apartheid. It does not serve

the interest of the white community.

24. This issue has been raised with the Bonn Government by the SWAPO

leadership. But the Federal Republic of Germany should be made to

understand that they are planting seeds of racial conflicts the responsi-

bility for which they alone would bare.

25. It is to be hoped that the source of the so-called Development

Aid is not from neo-Nazi Organisations now campaigning for a whites-only

election in Namibia, followed by a UDI.

(b) Defence and Seeuritz:

26. The racist Pretoria regime continued to strengthen its military

presence in Namibia, pouring in more combat troops in the so-called

operational areas. Apart from the manoeuvrg‘to consolidate the capabilities

of the South West Africa Territorial Force (SHATF), the Pretoria regime

has escalated its "Africanisation Strategy” withih the force itself, the

.\

aim being:

(i) To dispel the impression and belief that white

South afriean troops were fighting to prevent the

establishment of a black majority governmeht in Namibia.

To portray SWATF as a Namibian National Defence Force, an

increasing number of black africans are being drafted into

the racist forces.‘ The Ovambo anngushman Battalions, for

example, are known to be black fighting units;

(ii) To create a potent force for the future destabilisation

of an independent Namibia.
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21. The morale of young conscripts, however, is said to be low and

declining. Created in 1980 after the adoption of UN Resolution 435, SWATF,

whose strength is estimated to be 23,000 troops, is an integral part of

the South African Defence Force in Namibia. Members of SWATF, in conjunction

with other forces of occupation, have been notorious in their indiscriminate

assaults against innocent civilian population, many of whom are killed or

mahned. The puppet troops camouflage as SWAPO fighters looking for food

or shelter. Once they are allowed into the homesteads, the coldpblooded

massacre begins.

28. Meanwhile, the Pretoria regime is convinced.that a cessation of

support for SWAPO by Angola would bring an end to the 20—year old guerrilla

war in Namibia. UNITA bandits are undergoing military training and

conducting operations along the NamibiannAngolan border. UNITA bandits

continue to receive logistical support and operational advice from South

Africa. Weapons and financial aid are pouring in from the United States

of America.

29. In pursuit of its wild dreams in Namibia, it is envisaged that the

racist regime would perpetuate the following:

a. Consolidation of military machinery and infrastructure in

Namibia;

b. Attempt at large scale offensive operations deep inside

Angolan territory so as to expand the "buffer zone" and

to pre-empt SHAPO offensive; ‘ ~

0. Training and arming of UNITA bandits and to provide them

with logistical backdup;

d. Harrassnent and escalation of atrocities on SWAPO supporters

in Namibia with the aim of isolating the Organization and

eroding its mass support.

The War Situation:

 

BCL SWAPO has continued to launch direct and indirect attacks on

military targets in anibia with encouraging results. Acts of sabotage on
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strategic targets continued to increase while the morale of young white

conscripts in the armed forces continued to decline. The number of

armed operations carried out by SWAPO in the last six months reflect a

higher stage of guerilla offensive.

311 A summary of military activities conducted by the People's

Liberation.Army of Namibia (PLAN) during the period under review is

contained in SWAPO'S Report. The following, however, are a few of

SWAPO drawbacks in’its military operations:—

a. It is difficult for SWAPO'S Military Wing, PLAN, to

provide necessary lagistié backpup to operations inside

Namibia due to the following factors:—

(i) Occupation of bouthern.Angola and Northern Namibia

by South African troops and'UNITA bandits;

(ii) Shortage of trucks.

h. In view of the afforesaid difficulties, PLAN is forced to

overstretch its limited resources in its effort to provide

protection to its supply lines;

o. PLAN is still faced with operational needs. The Executive

Secretariat, within its resources, has been attending to

some of these needs.

 

SOUTH 553104;

(a) Political Matters:

321. The situation inside the racist South africa was olimaxed by the

whites—only elections on 6 May, 1987. The commemoration of the 11th

anniversary of Soweto Uprising also received wide coverage, despite the

total press Censorship by the Pretoria regime.
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33. On individual basis, archibishop Desmond Tutu, the 1985 Nobel

Prize Winner, continued tirelessly, but successfully with anti—apartheid

campaign. Winnie Mandela and her children and associates were subjected

to further harrassnent and intimidation by tho fascist forces, acting

on behalf of the Pretoria clique.

34. Meaqghile, other individuals like Gatsha Butholozi of

the Kwa—Lulu Bantustan and Mahlatsi, the so-called Mayor of Sebokeng,

redoubled their anti—pGOple activities. It means that -Catsha

Buthelezi is now being systematically groomed as tho Savimbi of South

Africa.

The Whites—onlx Elections:

35. On 6 May, 1987 elections were held in the racist South Africa ’

involving only the tiny white minority populaxtion: While the vast

majority black population stood by and watched as uninvited observer.

It was toy elections but with interesting if not intriguing results.
w

36. Ebr reasons best known to Botha, the apartheid State ETesident,

the racist elections were suhmened abruptly and suddenly - long before

the mandate of the existing apartheid parliament was to end.

37. The motive behind the early elections was not quite clear. But

the following possibilities were speculated:-

'a. To curtail the ever increasing power, influence and

independence of the armed forces;

b. To obtain a bigger majority to boost up Botha‘s evaporating

political image;

c. To impress the international opinion, particularly the

Reagan Amiinistration and US legislators and Margaret

Thatcher's Conservative Government that apartheid is

still popular Lnd acceptable to the voters;

d. To check the spate of resignations and desertion of

politicians, professionals, intellectuals and armed

forces personnel;



 

 

e. To restore the confidence of the white population,

many of whom were packing up and fleeing the

ceuntry for fear of the unknown;

:. To project the apar heid Rational Earty as the best

alternative between.the black nationalists and the

Afrikaaner extremists.

Surroundigg Circumstances:

38. The surrounding circumstances before, during and after the

Whites-only elections Were tense. Before the elections the racist

forces carried out raids in Botswana and Zambia. Hit squads and

sabotage elements were despatched to other neighbouring States. Mbre

acts of aggression and intimidhtion were directed against the People‘s

Republic of Angola.

39. To justify its criminal end unprovoked aggression, the Eretoria

clique concocted lies that heavily armed ARC men were gathered in Lusaka,

Zambia, on their way to disrupt the elections. In desperate efforts

to cover up its premeditated plans to attack the Frontline States, the

regime summoned the Ambassadors and envoys from Western countries and

asked them to appeal to the Erontline States to prevent the ANC from

proceeding to disrupt their elections.

4CL The indigenous majority pogulation did not stay idle on the

issue of the whites—only elections. Ybuth Organizations led the

campaign for non~raeial elections: The National Union of Seuth African

fiwhnm OWSEL mm $ufl1khhfinlhfiemfl fiwknw mgmfimmum

(SAl-TSO), South African YOuth abngress (SAYC), etc.

éfi; Some thirty (30) whit: women (members of the so-called Black

Belt Group) took to the streets to denouhce the whites—only elections.
fl

They also protested against arrests, detention and imprisonment of

children.

42. During the election campaign, some independent candidates delivered

come messages which, a. few years back, would have been considered un-

patriotic if not treason by the Pretoria regime. This was an indication
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that some individuals within the racist society were new learning to

call a spade a spade.

43. Although it was a foregone case that the apartheid National

Party would be retunned to power, the whites-only elections did not

deliver the goods that the Botha regime had anticipated. They ended

up with a reduced majority and a reduced confidence.

\-__»~—__—————-

44. By reducing the majority of a senior Cabinet Minister Chris

Heunis to a mere 39 (thirty—nine), the performance of Dennis Worrall,

the former racist South African Ambassador to London, cannot be classi—

fied as the work of a mediocre or a coincidence. It had a message to

carry;

45» The Liberals were the obvious losers in the racist election.

However, if the apartheid regime and the white minority have ears to hear

and eyes to see, they should take some lessons from the performance of the

independent candidates. By gaining a few more seats, the Afrikaaner

Ultrapextremist Conservatives merely satisfied their psychological ego

without gaining any political weight.

45. It was anticipated that after being "voted? back to power, the

Botha regime would adopt even more extreme stand in‘the pursuit of apartheid

and racial segregation. This would be in keeping with the trend set as

far back as 1910 whereby each successive white minority regime developes

the racist policy of apartheid to a new peak.

47. Following the whites—only elections, the Pretoria regime became

more Oppressive internally and belligerent externally: Clampdown on mass

organisations was intensified. There was further tightening of legal

and judiciary "loopholes" to give the Botha regime more absolute power.

48. After his election “victory", P.W. Botha felt like topping

it up with a few prOpaganda gimmicks; one of them being the infamous

visit to some black townships: Sharpeville, Soweto and Sebokeng.
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The visit to Sharpeville was nore of an insult to the local people

than mere political propaganda.- Altheugh it might be possible to

forgive, the people of Sharpeville have I&VEI‘ forgotten the ooldrblooded

massacre of innocent, unarmed and defenceless people in 1960.

49. The objective Of Botha’s visit to Sharpeville and Seboken

was partly to bluff the International Community that the apartheid

regime, with its election victory, was now prepared to negotiate with

moderate black leaders. But the so—c:.lled moderate black leaders

carry nobody‘s mandate — least of all of the local people they are

supposed to represent.

50, To enable Betha- to proceed with his so—called goodwill mission,

maximwn security measures had ts be evoked. Even then the two townships

and the surrounding areas were like ghost towns during Botha's visit.

51 . In general, the outcome of the May 6 whites—only election

in the racist South Africa. pointed to the following:—

a. It revealed a crack within the ranks of racist National Party.

b. The Ultrat-extremists e;.;.;e out with a few Lore seats. What

practical use they could Laake of this gain remains to be seen.

0. The outcome underscored the demand by the black majority for

popular elections: An immediate one-man—one vote in a

united and non—iacial and democratic South Africa.

(1. It demonstrated an increase of independent thinkers and

radicals within the white community.

e. It reflected djjiinishing confidence in the Liberals. This
is just as well. ;1 an explosive situation such as th

one prevailing in South Africa, there is no room for

fenee—sitters. It is a situation where liberalism becomes

irrelevan .

f. The result of the election has made the Bethe regime more

nervous and uncertain, resortizrr to random use of the armed

forces. This could cause the racist army to gain more

prominence in the da 40—day handling of the affairs.
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Eleventh Anniversary of Soweto Uprisigg:

52. The 11th'Anniversary of the EbWeto Uprising (16 June, 1976) was

commemorated in a fitting manner inside South Africa. Elsewhere in

Africa and abroad, the occasion received due attention.

53. On the occasion, the President of the AUC, Comrade Oliver Tambo,

issued a strong statement calling for massive revolt against the fascist

regime. In Soweto itself, not less than 1%~million black people staged

massive demonstrations, strikes, protests and other acts of civil

disobedience.

54. The PAC issued a strong statement on the occasion, urging the

people of South Africa to carry or.the patriotic spirit of the Soweto

victims.

55. Besides political rallies and fiery church sermons, the occasion

was marked by one of the biggest stay—aways in the country‘s history.

Businesses were paralysed. Commuter trains to Johannesburg and other

big cities moved empty, while the cities themselves were deserted.

56. After the 16 June, 1976 uprising, thousands of youths and students

left South Africa, many of them for unknown destination. waever,

since September 1984 when the current rebellions triggered off, the

youths and students have stayed home to fight from within. It is due

to this type of determination that the 11th Anniversary of Soweto Uprising

was commemorated with political maturity.

State of Emergencx:

57. The state of emergency, declared by the apartheid regime on 12

June, 1986 was extended on the eve of its Iirst Anniversary (12 June 1987)

for Lnother twelve months, if not for an indefinite period.

58L Apart from extending the period of the state of emergency, the

Botha regime took further highphanded measures to "close the loopholes",e

meaning further tightening the grip and introducing more stringent measures.
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one of the first "loopholes" to be mended or modified were measures

that had been nullified by the Courts of Justice. These were re—

introduced and amplified.
\

59. The new state of emergency has not only filled in some technical

gaps but also widened the scope of operation of the racist security

forces. The duration of arbitrary arrests which formerly was fourteen

days has now been extended to thirty days without charges or warrants

of arrest. Intention can be prolonged indefinitely only by decision

of the racist Minister of law and Order. The discretionary (unlimited)

powers extend to any member of the racist security forces.

60. The actual situation is that since the apartheid National Party

usurped power in 1948, South Africa has been in a perpetual-state of

emergency.

610 This being the case, the exercise of imposing, lifting and

reinposing of state of emergencies within the last few years, is a

futile and useless effort.

(b) Defence and Socuritz;

52. As anti—apartheid struggle escalates in South Africa, the racist

Erotoria regime has become even more aggressive and violent in its frantic

efforts to sustain its survival. The military is now occupying a crucial

position in decision—making. The racist regime is now heavily dependent

upon the use of military force to impose its authority within South Africa

and Hauibia and to destabilise its neighbourS. Since the racist South

nfrioan Tblice could no lonber handle the growing spiral of internal

resistance, the racist regime is increasingly deploying the military in,

the so—oalled "emergency areas". To cope up with what it calls revolur

tionary onslaught, the racist regime continues to expand its military

forces. Under its long—teru re-arnament programme, the racist South

Africa has begun to build its own submarines and surface ships which would



.. 14 .. SC/48/DOC.2

be equipped with advanced types of weapons, including cruise missiles

with nuclear war-heads. It has een reported that the mass production

of Impala Fighter—bombers and helicopter gunships is proceeding at a

rapid pace. The production of G—5 and G—6 self—propelled howitzers

which can fire chemical or nuclear projectiles is also being expanded.

All this is an indication that the apartheid South Africa is preparing

itself for a long and serious military confrontation.

63. The racist regime seems to be convinced that the solution to its

dilemma lies not in the dismantling of apartheid, but in a military

show—down with opponents of apartheid within the country and neighbouring

States. In the words of Eresideit Bctha, the regime will continue

to face adversity from a position of strength. This position was

reiterated by Defence Minister General Magnus Malan.when he once summed

up the role of the regime's security forces in the perpetuation of

apartheid. He said, Bthe security forces would protect South Africans

by allowing no build—up of revolutionary activists in neighbouring

States, and by clamping down on such activities inside the country,

whether terrorism or political agitation". Apart from open aggression

such as commando raids in neighbouring States, the racist regime has been

waging clandestine warfare against members and sympathisers of the

National liberation movements. The so—called "death squads" have been

responsible for the murder and disappearance of many people inside

South Africa and in the neighbouring States. The vigilantes who began

to emerge in early 1986 constitute a front for the regime's terrorist

activities.

54. There are indications that the racist regime is determined to

continue or intensify their acts of violence in efforts to achieve its

strategic ambitions in Southern Africa. In this connexion, the

military would play a crucial role. To be able to achieve this objective,

the apartheid regime would most likely act along the following lines:-

a. Redouble repressive measures inside the country;

b. Introduce qualitative and quantitative changes in the

armed forces so as to enhance their capabilities,
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0. Increase support to MDR and UHITA bandits to enable

them sustain their criminal activities in szambique

and A1qola, thus diverting attention from the real

problem inside South Africa;

d. Continue surprise air and commando raids, and sabotage

activities agminst the Rational liberation Nbvenents

in neighbouring States;

e. Increase clandestine activities, including secret

assassination, against members and sympathisers 0f

the Rational Iiboration.1bvements.

65. All these measures would be complemented by intensive psychological

warfare, particularly propaganda Ganjaign against the national liberation

Movements and the neighbouring States.

Armed Activities:

66. The armed struggle in South Africa has been yielding encouraging

results. Mine blasts and bombarémcnt have been increased in.various areas.

One such blast took place in a residential area reserved for he regime's

ministers. There have also been LOTO attacks on installations and

positions of the apartheid security forces}

67. The results of the bomb explosions Which took place in Johannesburg

after the whites—only elections were so devastating that the racist

regime retaliated by launching commando raids in neighbouring States.

landmine explosions on fan: and strategic installations have also had

telling effectS, prompting the South Africa Agricultural Union to work

out a short list of security recommendations for farmers to protect their

properties against guerrilla attacks. Mbmbers of the regime's Havy

Citizens Force and Air Force part—timors have been called up to undergo

counter~insurgency training in the racist South African Army, to prepare

them for deplhymentt in townships where there are unrests. The exercise
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implies that the racist anuy and police have proved inadequate to deal

with the spiralling popular resistance in the country.

68. Although there have been considerable achievements in the armed

activities, the National Iibe:ation.lbvements are still faced with

serious difficulties, such as long lines of communication between their

men in the field and the command structures based outside. Infiltration

of people and arms into South Africa is another delicate problem. These

difficulties could be attributed to lack of strong rear bases. As a

result of the difficulties, National liberation Mbvements are forced to

sustain armed activities under very adverse circumstances which, on some

occasions, have resulted into serious setbac'c. On the other hand, acts

of indiscipline by some cadres of the National Liberation Mbveuents have

baused serious concern on those in a position to assist, leading to

erosion.of confidence and sympathy.

SOUTHERH AFRICA

 

69.. The liberation war in ll‘auibia and the struggle for the eradication

of apartheid in South Africa cannot be considered in isolation of the

overall situation in the Gen r&l art Ebuthern African Sub—ngtinent.

@b sustain or advance the liberation struggle in Southern Africa, the role

of the Frontline States is vital.

1C. The tragic and mysterious death of the late Eresident Samor lhchel

last year, the frequent aggression against the Erontline and neighbouring

States, the slaying and kidnapping of innocent South Africans in neighy

bouring countries under the pretext of hor-pursuits or pre—emptive strikes

are a clear demonstration that the entire region is in a state of war

imposed by the racist South African regime and their supporters and allies.

7 . Shortly before and after the whites-only elections, the racist

regime took it upon itself to launch consecutive attacks on Zambia, Botswana,

szambique and Zimbabwe. Same of the attacks were direct raids and the

others were in the form of sabotage or clandestine activities.
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72. 1e racist Ebuth African raid on Iivingstone, Zambia, on 24th

April, 1987, claimed the life of four (4) innocent Zambian citizens; and

the commando strike in Mhputo, szaubique, on May 29, 1987, against

civilian targets resulted in the killing of three (3) innocent szambicans.

In both cases none of the identified victims were either South Africans

or members of the “NC.

73. The raids before the whites—only elections could have been

intended as intimidation to facilitate peaceful condition inside

apartheid South Africa during the so—called elections. The aggression

carried out after the election might have been meant to impress the white

community, especially the 4frikaaner extremists, that the Botha regime

had no intention to compromise on the apartheid system or fraternise with

neighbouring black States.

74. These criminal acts of aggression aside, the Eretoria regime in

collaboration with their friends, continued to dish out assistance to

bandits and puppets to enable them to continue their opportunistic acts

of genocide and destabilisation of the Brontline and neighbouring States.

Warnigy bx anydligned Hbvement:

75. As far back as September, 1985, the Foreign Ministers of the

HOnFAligned States meeting in Luanda, Angola, from 4 - 7 September, 1985,

analysed the situation in South Africa and noted with deep concern the

continuing state of war in that part of the Gontinent. They warned that

the racist Eretoria regime and its agents were not only the root-cause

behind this explosive situation, but also were directly responsible for

other crimes which threatened international peace and security, namely:

aggression, terrorism and mercenary activities. They stressed that there

could be no peace, stability or security in Sauthern Africa until apartheid

was completely eliminated. The Lhnisters noted further that apartheid,

declared a crime against humanity and an affront to universal conscience,

has its roots in the same racist and bellicose ideology which provoked the

Second Wbrld war, causing untold deaths and destructions. They also  



 

.. 18 _ sc/4e/Doc.2

  

                    

   
   

  

  

   

  

expressed grave concern that this inhuman system was being aided and

abetted through economic, financial, military and diplomatic assistance

given to the Eretoria regime by those Western countries, many of which

were victims of Hezi aggressionc

75m. The warning was sounded in the year 1985. deay, in 1987, the

situation in Southern Africa has grown.from bad to Worse, The threat

to peace and security has become real. To arrest the situation,concrete

action is needed urgently. Declaration of solidarity and solidarity by

the International Community should be supplemented by concrete action on

the part of the OAU,

Missions to the Southern African States:

77‘. During the review, the Executive Secretariat undertook three

missions to the Frontline anfi neighbouring States as part of the efforts

to maintain regular contacts with Ibmber States of the region. The first

priority of each mission was to express sympathy with the authorities and

the peoples for the hardship" they were experiencing as a result of their

geo—political position, and to pay tribute to them for the valuable

sacrifice they were making for a noble cause”

78. The Assistant Ikecutive Secretapy in charge of Eblitical Affairs,

Information and Defence led one mission to Angola, Botswana and Zambia

from 22 April — 6 May, 1987, A second mission, led by the Assistant

Executive Secretary in charge of Administration and Finance, visited

Swaziland and Iesotho from 10 — 16 may, 1987. The third mission which

covered Zimbabwe and szambique, was conducted by the Executive Secretary

between 14 — 17 and 23 — 27 June, 1987.

79. Inring the various missions, the Secretariat's delegations were

afforded high level contacts with host Authorities in the Ministries of

Ebreign Affairs, Defence, Interior, etc. The delegation to Angola

and Zambia also met members of the leadership of the AUG and SWAPO.
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80. As a result of the discussions with the authorities and

re‘ ..entatives of the National Iiberation.flbvements in the

countries visited, the Executive Secretariat was able to draw the

following conclusions:—

a. That the relationship and co—operation between host

countries and tho Hhtional liberation movements remained

close and cordial;

b. That the authorities of the Frontline States were determined

to continue to offer any possible assistance to the National

liberation movements until Heuibia is free and apartheid

is eradicated;

c. That there was need for closer and regular contacts between

the Frontline sates and other member States of the OAU,

particularly with regard to establishment of diplomatic

missions in Gaborone, Maseru, Maputo, Harare and Mbabane;

d. That the need for concrete assistance to ETontline States

has become even more urgent;

e. That it would be advisable for leaders of the Hational

liberation Mbvements to foster closer contacts and co-

operation with the host authorities on matters relating

to security and handling of refugees. Greater efforts

should also be exerted to enhance and sustain the confidence

of the local population.

8; . Matters concerning bilateral relations between Member States

and the National liberation movements, aimed at promoting the struggle,

have been brought to the attention of the national Iiberation.1bveuents'

leadership.

82 . Meanwhile, recent events tend_to generate eome hope f0; eh improvement

of the situation in Southern Africa. Exchange of visits between leaders of

the Frontline States has become more fre uent. The state of hinh tension
U

seems to be giving way to the state of closer co—operatioru
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83. Another important development in the region is the apparent

improvement in the defence capacity of some Erontline States. If‘ this

trend was to be enhanced or improved, the random and unprovoked

aggression by the racist Ebuth Africa would no doubt be kept in check.

Assistance to Frontline and Neighbourihfi States:

84. Fbr the advancement of the liberation struggle in Southern Africa,

the survival of the Trontline States is vital. Yet the plight of these

countries cannot be alleviated through mere solidarity declarations or

symbolic gestures. There is an urgent need for practical and concrete

measures at this critical moment. In this connexion, the concrete

assistance being given to lbzambique by Tanzania and Zimbabwe is worthy

of appreciation and high praise.

85 . The need for assistance ts the Frontline and neighbouring States

is accepted almost universally. So many resolutions and

declarations have been adopted to this effect. But When it comes to

implementation, the story is different.

86 . The assistance to the Frontline States should be directed towards

improvement of their defence capability. Without adequate security and

stability, any economic or financial assistance would flow down the drain.

This matter, however, could best be handled on bilateral basis, between

the Erontline states and other OAU member States.

The Plight Of Children:

87; The plight of children in Southern Africa deserves more attention

than it is receiving. Given the fact that the whole of Southern Africa

is in a war situation, it is to be noted that children, women and the

aged usually constitute three—quarters (75 per cent) of the victims of

such conflicts.

38. The plight and misery of the children languishing in the racist

jails in South Africa are, of course beyond comparison. They are like
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animals herded together in a case. One pertinent question is, why

have the partheid fanatics decided to act 50 ruthlessly on children

at this time? Or, are the children suspected of plotting to change

the apartheid system by revolutionary means?

89. But the condition of children in the rest of Southern Africa is

just as deplorable, be they in Soweto or victims of destabilisation

activities of UIIITA and Him bandits. The situation extends far afield

to other nearby states where resources and commodities vital for

children’s welfare and well—bcing have dwindled because of the escalating

cost of defence and security.

90 . Schools are destroyed and children made homeless through bombard—

ment and plunder. Hospitals and . dispensaries are

the targets of raids by the racist forces as well as local bandits.

91.. Apartheid has been universally condemned and so have the racist

South Africa’s military involvement and incursions into the neighbouring

States. But the extent to which the apartheid South Africa’s economic

disruption and destabilisation have seriouSly affected the lives, health

and weILfare of the children in Southern Africa, has hardly been appreciated.

92. Naturally, the peoples and societies in Southern Africa care

about their children. The late President Senora Maehel of

Mozambique repeatedly referred to his country’s children as "the flowers

that never wither", Yet in 1986 alone the number of Angolan and

Mozambican children under the age of five, whose lives were lost as a

consequence of war and destabilisation, was conservatively estimated at

140,000.

93. The state of over ten million children under the age of five who

live in the countries bordering the racist South Africa is not only grave,

but getting worse. They are caught up in externally—notivated and

supported conflicts and destabilisation which they are too young to

understand or counter.



 

— 22 _ sc/48/Doc. 2

94. In December, 1986, the UK General Assembly pronounced itself
on the issue through its Resolution 41/fi99 on Special Assistance to

Frontline States.

95. By pronouncing itself thrqugh the above Resolution, the UK
at least registered its concern over the issue». The OAU should not
merely show its concern but each practical solution. It should press
for the implementation of the above—nentioned UH'General Assembly
Resolutions.

96. The Standing Qntnittee may wish to recommend that the
plight and appaling condition of the children in Southern “frica,
resulting from the policy of apartheid, aggression and destabilisation
by the racist South Africa, be taken up by the higher organs of the OAU.

97. There is need for effective and universal campaign against
arrests, detention, torture and imprisomnent of children by the racist
South Africa. Those Who support the vehicles of conflicts and
destabilisation such as UHITA and KER bandits should be made to
understand that they are contributing to the plight of millions of
children.

RefEaee Eroblen:

98. The refugee problem is one of the most disturbing issues in
Africa where the bulk of the world's population is to be found.

Although the greater per centage of refugees in Africa originate from
independent African countries, a good number of them, nonetheless, are

from the liberation war Zones — South Africa and Hamibia.- t0 be found
mainly in Angola, Tanzania and Jatibia.

99. These refugees, whether they are sympathisers of the National

liberation Mbvements or not, do not directly fall under the responsibility

of UHHCR. Yet the Mbvomerms themselves, who cannot shun the responsibility
over their own people, have very limited facilities.
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100. The problem of refugees from nonpindependent territories has so

far received little attention, though the hardships they pose to the

neighbouring States are enormous. The OAU should pay tribute to the

Government and people of Angola, Tanzania and Zambia for their generous

sacrifice and contribution. The three countries have surrendered or

set aside large chunks of land for use by refugees from flamibia and

South Africa. Hhtional liberation vaements, particularly the ABC

0nd SWAPO, should be commended for the good use they are making of the

offer.

101. The refugee problem in Africa ranks high on the priority of

activities of the OAU. Fbr this reason, the Go—ordinating Committee on

Assistance to Refugees was established to deal with the issue. The

Go~ordinating Committee held its 17th Ordinary Session in Mbnrovia,

Iiberia, from 24 ~ 26 March, 1987. The Executive Secretariat of the

Liberation Committee was represented at the Conference by the Assistant

Luecutive Secretary in charge of Eblitical Affairs, Information and

Defence.

102. The Session was attended by highpranking officials of the Iiberian

Government, the UN system as well as experts and personalities representing

various Organisations in and outside Africa.

.103. Daring its deliberation, the Co-ordinating Committee on Assistance

to Refugees, inter alia, examined the main causes of refugees in Africa.

Some participants expressed the view that drought, famine and poverty were

the root-eause of the refugee problem in Africa, forcing the affected

population to flee from their countries of birth to seek "better pasture"

elsewhere.

1049 This again is a situation where the OhU Hember States could relieve

she countries neighbouring South Africa by providing asylum for refugees;

As the liberation war intensifies, the refugee problem would continue to 
 



 

._ 2b, _ SC/MS/DOCJ

escalate, with possible adverse effect on the liberation struggle.

In this connexion, the Executive Secretariat maintains close liaison

with UNHCR and other UN Agencies as well as some reputable humanitarian

organizations.

105. The Conference also reviewed the possibility of holding in

one of the Frontline States, an Intefhational Conference on the

Refugee Situation in Southern Africa. In this connexion, Ambassador

Dede, the Assistant Secretary-General in charge of Poltical Affairs,

drew attention to the OAU Council of Ministers Resolution CM/Res.99(XL)

adopted at the Fortieth Ordinary Session of the Council of Ministers

in 198#, calling for the holding of an International Conference on

the refugee situation in Southern Africa, the activities of the racist

South African—backed armed bandits in Mozambique and Angola as well

as the destabilising policies of the Pretoria regime.

106. , The Committee requested the OAU General Secretariat to conduct

consultations with the Frontline States and seek assistance of the UN

Secretary-General and the UN High Commissior I for Refugees in deter-

mining financial and material implications of holding such a meeting.

105. As the central issue of the Conference would include examination

of the activities of the racist South Africa and the situation in

Southern Africa, a region which is vital in the struggle for the

liberation of the remaining part of Africa, a close follow-up by the

BAU Liberation Committee would be advantageous. What is of interest

to the Liberation Committee is the role of UNHCR on Non—Governmental

Organizations in assisting refugees from Non—independent and apartheid

dominated territories.
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CANARY ISLANDS

108. There has been no development during the period under

review worth reporting. However, some communications have been

received from Dr. Cubillo, Secretary-General of MPAIAC, who is now

reported to be living inside the Canary Archipellago. Since

Dr. Cubillo's actual address is not available to the Secretariat,

it is difficult to establish direct contact with him.

109. The General feeling over this issue, however, is that the

question of the Canary Islands should not be associated with one

person only. It is the people of the Canary Islands who should

be assisted in their effort to attain independence.

LA REUNION

110:. The Secretariat was unable to obtain any fresh information

on the activities of political organizations inside La Reunion. It

is to be noted that the general opinion over this issue has always

been there. It would be futile for the Liberation Committee to prop

into the situation in La Reunion without the effort of the People of

La Reunion themselves. The Secretariat is still carrying out

further investigations and it is hoped that a meeting of the Sub—

Committee on La Reunion would be held soon to review the situation.



  

111;.

112.

11}.

11h.

115.
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GEHERAL IEFORHATIOH

 

(a) injgnationel Conferences:

 

‘ . I‘Jany international conferences and seminars in support of the

liberation struggle in Southern Africa were held. Jamar]; them were:

The UN Council for Hamibia, held in Luanda, Angola from 18 - 22 May

1987; Conference of World Council of Churches hold in Lusaka, Zambia,

from 4 - 8 I‘flay, 1987; AAPSO Conference on Military collaboration

between Apartheid South Africa and Israel, held in HelsinlCL, Finland,

from 22 .. 24 May, 1987.

In most of these conferences and seminars, many resolutions and

declaritions were made, but as mentioned earlier in the report, the problem

now is not how many resolutions and declarations are passed. The question

is, how to implement then.

(b) OAU my .. 25th Max:

On the occasion of the Africa Liberation Day, the Ibsecutive Secretary

inter alia, called upon the Reagan :‘Ldministration and Margaret Thatchex’s
 

 

Conservative Government to desist from the double—standard of shouting

about peaceful settlement of Namibia and South African situation while

they are the very people Who apply veto during UH conferences. He also

reiterated the need for the OAU Member States to speak with one voice and

vote as one group on matters pertaining to African liberation struggle.

On this occasion the Secretariat addressed cormunication to allI

Member States,inviting them to organise activities to mark the QAU Day.

In this connexion, there were responses from only five (5) Tvlelilbel‘ 313133,

i.e. Algeria, Algola, Benin, Kenya and SXCDR.

The Standing Committee may also wish to note that 1988 Will be the

25th Anniversary of the 0le Liberation Committee. The Secretariat is

exerting effort towards a fitting commemoration of the occasion.
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(0) Visitors to the Secretariat:

 

116. . During the period under review, a number of distinguished visitors

called at the Executive Secretariat. Axiom; them was the Diplomatic

Advisor to the French Government, Mt. Bernand Wibaux. The visit of

Mr. Wibaux was of special interest as it tended to indicate a change of

position on the part of the Government of France.

INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY SERVICES

 

(a) Eggsemination of Information:

 

117,. One of the decisions taken by the Forty—Sixth Ordinary Session

of the liberation Committee, With regard to dissemination of information

on the liberation struggle in South Africa and Namibia, called upon the

Executive Secretariat and national liberation Movements to provide OAU

meber States with recorded programmes to be broadcast and projected on

their radios and televisions.

118~ To implement this decision, the Ekecutive Secretariat has requested

and obtained from the national liberation Movements some information for

dissemination.

119 ' The Executive Secretariat has also received pro forma invoices for

the sum of US$ 4,000—00 for dubbing equipment. A request is submitted

in the report of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance for

approval.

(b ) mbrarxz

120. ' There is need to rehabilitate and expand the library at the

Executive Secretariat, the ultimate aim being to render it a more reliable

documentation and research centre on African liberation struggle and the   
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role played by the OAU in the emancipation of the peoples of the

Continent. waever, it is high time the general public and particularly

research workers were provided with facilities such as libraries and

archives to enable them to plough into the history of African liberation

struggle since the creation of the OAU.

(c) Printihq Unit:

0 121, The Erinting Uhit continues to provide valuable basic training
to cadres of the National liberation Movements. It also assists them to
produce their own information and propaganda materials, and other publi-
cations pertaining to the liberation struggle.

122. Since the installation of this Unit in 1978, the machines have
been working constantly without proper service and expert maintenance.
It has now become necessary, after such a long service, to carry out a
thorough overhaul, and replace the worn out parts, if the valuable service
of the Erinting Unit is to be maintained,

125. #s the pre—occupation of the liberation Committee is to render
maximum service to the national liberation Mbvements, it is necessary to
adopt a new approach to improve the information and publicity of the

movements and their combatants.

12h. . To improve upon the working environment, the Executive Secretariat
has sought and obtained approval of the Erime thister’s Office for the

expansion of the area where the Unit is accommodated so that all the machines
and equipment could be stored in one place, in order to facilitate proper

supervision and effective training of the cadres. The Executive Secretariat
is grateful to the Government of Tanzania for this generous offer.

125. . In 1985, the Executive Secretariat received a consignment of
printing materials as assistance from UDESCO. This stock is now almost
exhausted and a bulk purchase is necessary to avoid a drastic interruption
of the printing service.
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126. The projected reorganisation of the Unit as well as the

overhauling of the machines, including bulk purchase, have been

estimated at Us$ 35,000.

p.127‘ 4 request to that effect is contained in the Report of the

Standing Committee on Administration and Finance.

-128, The Standing Committee may wish to give sympathetic consideration
to these requests for financial allocation.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS_______________________________

129, With reference to the information contained in the Secretary's

Report and those of National Liberation Movements, and having heard the

statements of the representatives of the AJC, 240 and SNAFU, the

Standing Committee on Eblicy, Information and Defence may wish to

'consider the following proposed recommendations:—

ILHHIBILX

 

(a) That all OAU Member States be called u;on to redouble their

efforts and increase pressure on the Western Permanent

mebers of the UN Security Council, in particular the

Reagan Administration and the British Conservative Government,

with a view to make them change their negative policy of

blocking the implementation of the UH Security Council

Resolution 435 (1978);

(b) That OAU member States should fulfil their declared commit—

ment by fully implementing the Arusha Plan of ActiOn, and

other OAU decisions and resolutions, particularly the

following:—



(c)

(d)
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(i) Contribution to the Emergency lImlibian Liberation

Fund as stipulated in the Elan of Action;

(ii) To invite the Africa Grou'g at the United lIations

to further intensify its efforts and put more

pressure on the United lTatiJns in order to induce

the Organisation to find 3. way for immediate

implementation of Security Council Resolution

435 (1978);

(iii) A11 0er Member States to congly effectively with

OAU Resolutions on the severance of all trade,

economic and diplomatic links with the racist

South Africa;

(iv) OAU Member States to use the political and economic

influence With the ‘vlestern Countries, particularly

the United States of America, Britain and the

Federal Republic of Germany; to ensure Namibia's

rapid transition to independence;

That the ever—increaSing atrocities and acts of barbarian,

CODIJitted by the fascist occupation forces, particularly

in Yr’indhoek and Ovauboland; be strongly condemned. In this

connexion, the Western mass media. - the so-called champion

of fair dissemination of information without fear or

favour; be similarly condeztuzed for their conspiracy of

silence on the atrocities being committed in Namibia by

the apartheid occupation forces.

lat all 0in Member States should deny the ULTITA bandits

any kind of assistance or recognition, including transit

facility for materials or personnel. For such assistance

only adds to instability and destabilisation of the

neighbouring States, hus covertly becoming an added

hindrance to SWAPO‘S o erational prorress'u 7



 

 

(f)

(g)

(b)

(o)
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That the Liberation Committee should reiterate its

denunciation of the puppets of the so-called Interim

Government and declare them enemies of Africa, since

they are agents of the Pretoria regime - the aroh-enemy

of Africa. This reiteration and declaration would be

timely and. relevant, in view of the recent treacherous

activities of some of these puppets;

That the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany

be called upon to drop the so-called Deve10pment Aid.

to Namibia. before genuine independence, as this would

bring nothing but conflict among the Namibian communities;

That immediate and adequate measures be taken to make

the US Senators understand that their decision to

discontinue assistance to some Frontline States, pending

their denunciation of "violence and necklace" was

ill—conceived. It shOuld also be made clear to the

US Legislators that the OAU regards this kind. of

intimidation and blackmail as an Open support for

South African domination of Namibia and Apartheid.

SOUTH AFRICA

 

‘Ihat the whites—only elections be denounced, rejected.

and declared irrelevant;

That the renewal of the state of emergency be condemned;

That Botha‘s visit to some black townships after the

whites-only' elections be condemned and declared. an act

of provocation and. humiliation;  



 

 
(f)

(b)
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That the People of South Africa, particularly workers,

students and youths, be commended for commemorating

the Eleventh Anniversary of Soweto Uprising in a. fitting

manner. In this connexion, tribute should be paid to

National Liberation Movements for guiding the people to

mark the occasion with political maturity;

That the National Liberation Movements, especially the

ANC and other_dynamio and patriotic anti-apartheid

Organisations, be commended for their achievement in

the struggle for the total demolition of apartheid.

In this connexion, puppets and Bantustan chiefs like

Gatsha. Buthelezi, should be denounced and denied any

recognition;

That, in view of the good progress being made in the war

against apartheid, National Liberation Movements be

given more material and financial assistance to enable

them to clear the way for a. majority rule in South Africa.

SOUTHEiN AFRICA

 

A11 OAU Member States to reaffirm and put into practice

their commitment to the defence of the Frontline States,

in accordance with the 1976 Mauritius resolution of the

CAD Assembly of the Heads of State and Government;

All OAU Menber States to implement all relevant OAU

resolutions on strengthening of the defence capabilities

of the Frontline States;

OAU Member States to be ready to give immediate and

effective response to any eventual appeal from SWAPO and

 



 

 

(d)

(g)
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the Frontline States which may feel their sovereignty

and territorial integrity were being threatened by the

racist South Africa's acts of aggression;

That the Frontline, neighbouring and other States in

Eastern and Southern Africa be commended for the close

co-operation and valuable assistance they continue to

accord to National Liberation Movements and the Executive

Secretariat in the course of discharging their duty towards

the total liberation of Africa;

That assistance to Frontline States should be directed

towards improvement of their defence capability and

economic survival. To be realistic and practical, such

assistance would better be conducted on bilateral basis.

That the responsibility of the plight of millions of

children in Southern Africa, caused by the racist

South Africa's policy of aggression and destabilisation,

be placed on"the shoulders of the Pretoria regime and

their supporters and allies, particularly the United

States of America, Britain, West Germany, Italy, Israel

and Japan;

That the problem of refugees from Namibia and South

Africa, be given more attentiono To this end, the OAU

Refugee Commission and the UNHCR should be requested to

study the matter closely;

Meanwhile, Angola, Tanzania and Zambia should be

commended for the heavy load they are shouldering

with respect to refugees from Namibia and South Africa.  



 

 

(b)
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GENERAL SITUATION

That an _A_d_ Egg Sub-Committee composed of Ambassadors

of Member Countries to the Liberation Committee resident

in Dar—es—Salaam be set up for the purpose of assisting

the Executive Secretariat in organising and drawing up

a programme for the commemoration of the Twenty—fifth

Anniversary of the OAU Liberation Committee. The

financial implication of such a plan would be submitted.

for consideration of the Standing Committee on Admini-

stration and Finance;

That as far as practically possible, successive Chairmen

of the Liberation Committee should visit the Frontline

and neighbouring States, as well as some other OAU

Member States, to acquaint themselves with the situation

on the ground and be able to keep other OAU Memberlé States

abreast with the actual situation in front;

That National Liberation Movements be requested to deploy

more efforts and increase their vigilance against the

escalation of infiltration within the National Liberation

Movements by the racist South Africa.
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ANNEX I

BACKGROUND TO RESOLUTION 432 £19782
f

1. Resolution 435 (1978) is a resolution of the UN Security Council

approving the prepasal for a Settlement of the Namibian situation made by

the so—ealled.Western Contact Group of Five and, at the same time, approving

the report of the UN Seeretary-Generel for the implementation of the preposal

and authorising the establishment of a United Nations Transition.hssistance

Group (UNEAG) to assist the Representative of the Seeretary—General to carry

out the mandate conferred upon him, to ensure the independence of Namibia

through free and fair elections under the supervision and control of the

United Nations.

2. The Resolution 435 (1978) was adepted almost sixty (60) years

after Namibia became a so-ealled mandated territory with an international

status. It is now about 68 years since the inception of the mandate system

but the "Sacred Trust of Civilisation" relating to Nanibia remains unfulfilled.

3. With the termination of the First World War (1914 — 1918) and in

terms of Article 119 of the Peace Treaty of Versailles, signed on’the 28th

June, 1919, a defeated.Germany ceded to the Principal Allied and.hssociated

Powers all its rights and titles to its former colonies, including South

West Africa (Namibia).

4. Some time before and subsequent to the end of the war, there was

a clash between the self-interest and higher moral values of the Principal

Allied and Associated Powers. In the end, however, a compromise was

reached in terms of which the principles of nonrannexation and international

accountability were accepted for all the former colonies, including South

West Africa (Namibia). These principles were embodied in the mandate system

provided by article 22 of the Convenants of the League of Nations.

Conflicts:

5. Although the Namibian problem was not solved up to the denise of the

League of Nations in 1948, the battle lines were already drawn for the

conflicts between the apartheid South afriea and the United Nations in the

post-l946 era.  



 

    
6. The first confrontation took place when, in 1946, South “frica.

    asked the United Nations Organization’s consent to incorporate South

  

West Africa (Namibia) as a fifth Province of bouth africa. When this  
request was refused and the more aggressive National Party came to

  

power in 1948 in South Africa, and 1950 in Namibia, it proceeded to  
denounce the mandate, proclaiming that the mandate had ceased to exist

  

and began to deal with Namibia, as a colony or fifth Province. This

  

high—handed move was strongly resisted and in 1958, nationalist Movements  
such as SWAPO had already laid the foundation for a protracted liberation  

 

war.

 

   
   7. It is a tragic paradox to note that whereas President Woodrow ‘-

  
of the United States of America was the reel propelling moral force behind  
the mandate system, Ronald Reagan, the current President of the USA, has  
joined the racist South Africa. to frustrate and sabotage the implementation

of UN Security Council Resolution 435 (1978) and the fulfilment of the

"Sacred Trust of Civilisation". The linkage of Cuban troops in Angola.

 

      

 

with the implementation of the carefully worked out UN Plan for Independence

  

of Namibia only demonstrates lack of seriousness and objective perception

    of the issues involved.

 


