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FOREWORD

T TH' S hour, with the arned might of the Allies nassed for

the crushing assault against Nazidom we do not ask if the

United Nations will win. W ask only when they will win and

what they WIl win. flihe answer lies with us, the people of Amer-
ica and the peoples of the United Nations. If we fail to realize
the pledge of the Atlantic Charter and Teheran, it will be be-
cause we who want that pledge fulfilled inits entirety have not
spoken out clearly, loudly, and with one voice.

The way in which the United Nations collectively deal wth
coloni al peoples and territories in the postwar period will be
the cl earest index of whether they can and will in fact shape a
worl d of security, denocracy and peace. And of all colonial areas,
Africa, the largest and | east devel oped, and hitherto a center of
inmperialist rivalries, represents the nost crucial test.

The Conference on Africa held in New York on April 14

endeavored to define this problem and present solutions for it,-
sol utions based upon and affirning the indi spensable condition

of unity and cl ose coll aboration anmong the United States. the
Soviet Union. Great Britain, China and all the other menbers of
the United Nations.

Participating in this Conference were Negro and white | eaders

of labor, civic. and wonen’s organi zati ons, national in scope and
enbraci ng seVeral hundred thousand nenbers: representatives

of the church, education, and the press; and representatives of
the peoples of British XVest Africa. the Caribbean. and India.

In the decisions of the Conference, the resol utions enbodying the
mai n substance of the discussion on Dr. Yergan's address and the
agenda outline. the participants all spoke with one voice.

It is hoped that the publication of this report of the proceed-
ings of the Conference will help toward cementing unity of
opi ni on between the people and government of the United States,
and unity of aimand action anong the United Nations, in deter
mning the future of Africa and other dependent areas. It is
hoped that this docunment will contribute toward the achi evenent
of a people’s victory and a peopl e’ s peace.
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CONFERENCE | NVI TATI ON

Wth the increasing discussion here and abroad of our war

ainms in relation to dependent areas of the world, and Of the
future of Africa specifically, it is clearly appropriate and neces-
sary that opportunity should be given at this tine for a body of
representative American |leaders in varied fields of our social
life to neet together and attenpt to reach at common agreenent
on basic principles and nmeasures which they conceive essential for
the future welfare of the African people. This is especially true
since Africa represents perhaps the main testingtground of the
determ nation and ability of the United Nations to abolish im
perialismand its evil consequences fromthe world.

In the light of these circunstances, the Council on African
Affairs, in cooperation with the undeni gned persons who are

wi dely known for their interest in the welfare of African and

ot her col oni al peoples, is sponsoring a Conference on hAfrica-
New Perspectives." The Conference will be held Friday, April

14, 1944, beginning 21L 2:30 P.M at the Institute for International
Denocracy, 23 tVest 26th Street, New York City.

The Council on African Affairs. Inc.

Paul Robeson, Chairman

Wl liam Jay Schieffelin, Vice-Chairman

Max Yergan, Exentivc Director

, 1

Cooper ati ng Sponsors

| banga Udo Akpahi o. President, African, Students Association
Ms. Mary MLeod Bet hune, President, National Council of

Negro H men

Pr of essor Joseph P. Chanberlain, Colunbia |"nizu3t5i(y

Joseph Curran, President, National Maritinme Union and G eater
New York | ndustrial Union. Council. CO

Dr. Rayford Logan, Howard University

F. Nwi a-Kofi Nkrumah, African Students i-Issocialion

M J. ()berneier, President, Lom 6, Hotel and C ub Ifnpl oyees
Union, A F. of L.

Ms. Cecelia Cabaniss Saunders, |fxerutivc SU(TFILImM, Harlem
Y.WC. A

David H Sims, Presiding Bishop, First Episnmpal District, AME
Chur ch

Dr. Henry E. Sigerist, Johns Hopkins University

4



PROGRAM

Afternoon Session, 2:30 P.M

Opening Statement by M. Paul Robeson, Chairman of the
Council, presiding of hcer at afternoon session

Reading of letters and greetings, by Ms. Edith Field, Treas-
urer of the Counci

I ntroduction of attending representatives of foreign govern-
ments and statenent about the Council, by Dr. WIIliam

Jay Schieffelin, Vice-Chairman of the Counci

Address by Dr. Max Yergan, Executive Director of the

Counci

St atement on di scussion procedure, by Dr. W A Hunton
Educational Director of the Counci

Di scussi on Period

Sunmary of di scussion and announcemnents

Eveni ng Session, 7:30 P.M

Introduction by Dr. Yergan of the presiding of hcer of the

eveni ng session, M. George Marshall, Chairman of the
Nati onal Federation for Constitutional Liberties
Statement by M. George Marshall, and nom nation of Reso-

lutions Commttee

I ntroducti on of Panel Participants

Statenment by the | eader of the panel, M. Ernest E. Johnson,
Chi ef of the Washington Bureau of the Associ ated Negro

Press

Panel di scussion: bAfrica in the Anerican Press"

Busi ness: Presentation of Conference resol utions, discussion
and action

Adj our nrrent



RESOLUTI ONS

FOR LEADERSH P BY THE UNI TED STATES | N SECURI NG

| NTERNATI ONAL ACTI ON FOR AFRI CAN PROGRESS

IN THE | NTEREST OF WORLD SECURI TY

Maj or Rwsrtlulion Adopted on Postwar Policy

xithln”sxwl to the People and Governnent of Anmerica

HEREAS, the African people are allied with the progressive

forces of the world in the fight to overthrow fascism which
Victory they recognize as the first essential to their own progress
toward liberty, and 21s entailing as President Roosevelt has

poi nted out, victory over hall the forces of oppression, intoleru
time, insecurity and injustice which have inpeded the forward
march of Civilization."

Centrally inmportant in .sttt’h a Victory is the ttimitim Of the
inferior social, economt zmd political status of dependent peoe
pies in Afriul and throughout the world.

The essential requirement for acconplishing this is now pnr

vided in the formO01 close international collaboration toward
denocratic goals (1S represented by the Mdscow, (lztim:ttid Tehe-
tun ttgtteeiiiettts, which collaboration can and rmust supplant the
former inperialist rivalries and conflicts which have particularly
characterileti the European penetration and dom nation of

Afri ca.

Such col | aboration and harnony are essential to the raising

of the living standards and social well-being of the African and
ot her dependent peoples, and these advancenments are in turn
essential to the econom c security of America and the world in

the trying period of econom c readjustnent follow ng the war;
therefore, be it
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RESCLVED, that the government of the United States shoul d

set the pace and standard for promoting policies of rmutual aid

in mutual self-interest by taking the initiative in securing inter-
nati onal agreenents and establishing effective international ma-
chinery for securing the social, econom c and political advance-
nment of the African and other col onial peoples, consistent Wth
the Atlantic Charter and other declarations of the United Na-
tions and with the requirenents for achieving world security

and peace.

It is essential to the success of such international coll abora-
tion in the interest of dependent peoples, hrst, that these peoples
thensel ves participate fully in the planning and execution of

devel opnental prograns of every nature, and second, that al

such prograns in both principle and practice be directed in a
systemati c manner toward the achi evement of self-governnment

and the right of self-dctermnation by these peoples.

This international agency must, further, guarantee that the
interests of the majority of the people are in practice as well as
in theory regarded as paranount in settling the future of the
Italian colonies, mandated territories, or other jurisdictiona
probl ems, and also in the functioning of zny regional organizm
tions.

Thi s Conference of Negro and White Anericans, with repre-
sentatives of the peoples of Africa and the British West Indies

al so in attendance, calls upon the governnent of the United

States to take the |l eadership in pronoting these policies and
programs, as a guarantee that the fruits of Victory shall be
shared equally by all peoples.



FOR | MVEDI ATE REFORMS TO PROMOTE AFRI CAN MORALE

AND | NCREASE PRODUCTI ON FOR VI CTORY

Resol uti ons adopted and addressed primarily to the respon-

si bl e European governnmental authorities having jurisdiction over
.Jfrivan territories. The Conference, however, expressed the view
(hat organized | abor in America and abroad, and the United

States government, particularly through its econonic advisers

and mssions in Africa) could assist greatly in. effecting these
ref orns.

FORCED LABOR

WHEREAS, the use of forced or conpul sory |abor, which has

been resorted to in mning and agricul tural undertakings in
several of the British and other dependent territories in Africa
during the war, is contrary to the intent of thc Forced Labor
Convention of 19350, is contrary to the denocratic principles for
which the United Nations are fighting, and is wholly unjusti-
l'iuhl c except Iromthe point of VICW of those who stand to profit
froma ready supply of cheap labor: therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that this Conference urges (1) that all neces-

sary measures be taken to secure the inmedi ate | egal suppression
of forced labor in all its forns in Africa and ot her dependent
territories; (2) that adequate wages, proper working conditions
and other inducenents be extended in both private and public

enpl oyment so as to pronote the spontaneous offer of |abor

RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON | N EMPLOYMENT

WHEREAS, the practice in the Union of South Africa and

several ol’ the African dependencies of excluding Africans from
t-ertain occupations, particularly in the skilled categories, and
fromIl1(" higher administrative posts in goverment, and of

mai nt ai ni ng extreme wage differentials based on color for Afri-
cans and Europeans 011 the sane |evels of private and public

enpl oyment, prevents the raising of African standards of |iving
and at the same time perpetuates racial doctrines of a fascist
nature; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that this Conference urges that all necessary

neasures be taken to insure equal enploynment opportunities and
equal pay for equal work to all persons, regardl ess of race or
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color, in all African and other dependent territories and in the
Uni on of South Africa.

UNFAI R TRADI NG PRACTI CES

XVHEREAS, nonopolistic practices on the part of European

owned busi ness enterprises in Africa have thwarted the growh
and devel opnent of African business undertakings, and have
resulted in an extrene and unwarranted di sparity between prices
paid African producers for such commodities as cocoa, palmoil
and groundnuts and the prices which these same commodities
bring in markets outside of Africa; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that African agricultural production and Afri-

can industries for the processing of raw naterials be pronoted,
and that fair prices be guaranteed to African producers for
their crops by such governnental safeguards as are appropriate
and necessary.

PLEDGE OF AMERI CAN SUPPORT FOR

AFRI CAN ADVANCEMENT

Resol uti on adopted (1nd addressed to the People of Africa
WHEREAS, this war has brought honme to Anericans the

solidarity which nust be achieved with other peoples of the
world in attaining conmon goals, and this realization has been
nmmi fcstul in Arerica’s newrelations with Airiut. 1nm 01 the
war .

There is increased recognition of the need for achieving
solidarity anmong Negro people everywhere together with their
close alliance with peoples of other races, particularly in the
ranks of |abor, who support the aspirations of the Africans for
nati onhood, in order to work with the fullest effectiveness for
African advancenent; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that this Conference of Negro and white Amer-

icans, with representatives of the people of Africa and the
British West Indies also in attendance, send to the | eaders of
the African people and their organizations our pledge of whol e-
hearted cooperation in working Wth themtoward the achi eve-
nent of the goals of freedom and progress for which they
struggl e.

(The Resol utions Comittee appointed by the Conference participants
at the opening of the evening session consisted of Mst Gaendol yn Bennett,
M. Steve Kingston and Dr. W f1l. Hntm, Chairman)

9



Paul Robeson
OPENI NG STATEMENT OF THE CONFERENCE
8 Chairman of the Council on African Affairs and on behal f

of those persons who have cooperated with the Council in
sponsorng this neeting, | amglad to wel come you to this Con-
ference.

We are gathered here for the purpose of considering together

our relationhthe relation of the American people and their gov-
ernment _to Africa,s place in the war and in the post-war world.

| do not think there is any need to justify our discussion of
this problemon the score that the United States is not one of
the political rulers of Africa. Al though Anericans in the past
have known little about Africa beyond the caricatures occa-
sionally represented in Amrerican novies, nmost of themtoday are
beginning to realize, | think, that the welfare of 150 mllion Afri-
nm and ot her dependent peopl es who make up al nost hal f

of the worlds population is sonething that directly concerns
their owmn welfare. This war, a large part of which has been and

i s being iought in colonial areas,’ has brought this truth hone to
them

There has been lately an increasing volune of literature

dealing with Africa and colonial territories in general. In it one
finds quite 21 variety of viewpoints expressed. | won't attenpt
to (site them 2111, but | do want to nention one or two.

The hmthat | have in mind | would call the "new inperial-

ist" 5(11001 of thought. Representative of this school is the

aut hor of an article in Forlnze nmagazi ne some nonths ago who
started 011’ by describing Africa as che | ast great continenta
frontier of the world for the white man to cross," and as iithe

j ackpot of Xvorld War |I1." He then proceeded to paint a gl ow

ing picture of Africa,s vast undevel oped wenlth-with no nen-
tion, of course, of the inhabitants. Such stuff is madeetororder
propaganda for the Japanese eneny.

Anot her sdtool of colonial thought quite vocal at the pres-.
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ent time | would speak of as the Uyes-but apol ogi sts.H These
witers go so far as to acknow edge that there have been some

m st akes and short-comngs in colonial rule, and they admt that
progress of the dependent peoples toward a better life is slow
But then cones the buts. But | ook at how much has been ac-
conpl i shed. But | ook how backward the people are, and how
conpl ex the problens are that nust be solved. But we rmnust

be patient and persevere. Al this boils dowmn to advocacy of the
status quo in the colonial system

The trouble with proponents of both these points of viewis

that they do not take into account what is happening in the
worl d. Being apparently blind to the present, they see the fu-
ture as nerely the shadow of the past. They are chained to the
past .

Let us look at the present a monent. There exists today the

fact of cooperation toward comopn denocratic goals anong the
nati ons of the world on a scal e never known before in history.
That fact, which was established at the Mdscow, Cairo, and
Teheran neetings, lays the basis for international collaboration
in the devel opment of dependent areas and peopl es-an entirely
new approach to colonial problens. And it means the end of
inmperialism inperialist exploitation, and inperialist rivalries.
There is another inportant fact of the present day world

whi ch nust be taken into account in thinking about the future

of col onial peoples. That is the concrete denonstrati on which
the Soviet Union has given to the world OE how, with systematic
pl anning, a vast territory can be transfornmed in the space of

a couple of decades fromthe nost primtive, feudal agricultura
econony into a nodern agricultural and industrial econony; and
of how many millions of peoples of different |anguages and cul -
tures can be raised fromilliteracy, poverty, and degradation to
a high level of devel opnent with Hourishing social, cultural, and
political institutions of their own.

Only in the last two 01' three years have npbst of us begun

to learn the truth about the Soviet Union. Notable signs of this
new under st andi ng are the proposals of Colonel diver Stanl ey,
British Secretary for Colonies, and Of the del egates at the French
Col oni al Conference at Brazzaville to study nethods of socia

i mprovenent in the Soviet Union, particularly in the field of
mass education, with a view toward applying these nethods to
African society.
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These are sone of the new perspectives, then, for the future

of the African and other col onial peoples. Qur enphasis in the
di scussion at this Conference will, | trust, be upon the future
rather than the past, upon what can be rather than upon what

has been.

And let us not, in discussing post-war plans, |ose sight .of the
fact that the primary task still before us is the winning of the
war. The whol e character of the post-war world depends, first

of all, upon the outcone of the war. And not sinply upon vic-
tory-we have no doubts about that-but upon how quickly and
decisively victory is won. |If there is undue prol ongation of the
war or conprom se with the enenmy, as a result of reactionary ele-
nments here and abroad gai ni ng ascendancy over the will of the
majority, we shall have | ost what we are fighting for.

The wi nning of the war and the w nning Of the peace are
inter-related things, not separate. Both depend upon the nmainte-
nance of the closest unity On the national and internationa

| evel s.

This conference is dedicated to pronoting such unity in the
interest of the African people and in the interest of Anerican
and worl d-w de security.

It isinthis spirit that | again welcone you to the Confer-
ence.



Max Yer gan

" AFRI CA- NEW PERSPECTI VES"

Mai n Address of fhe Conference

ET me begin by expressing again the appreciation of the

Council on African Affairs for your attendance here at this
Conference and your support of the Councils efforts in workingr
for the progress and freedom of the African people.

In the proposed agenda for discussion at this Conference,

three main points have been set forth:

(1) ways and neans of increasing Africals contribution

toward wi nni ng the war,

(2) the solution of territorial and jurisdictional problens

whi ch are al ready visible, and

(3) the determ nation of the essential policies which will pro- V
Vide for the general advancenent of the African people

toward achieving their proper place in the nodern world

conmuni ty.

By way of Opening the discussion, it is ny purpose to present,
in the briefest possible manner, the principal views of the Coun-
cil with regard to these matters.

I. Increasing Africa s Contribution Toward Vicfory

There will be sone, perhaps, who will consider it rather |late
in the day to be discussing the question of increasing Africals
contribution to victory. But in my opinion the question is stil
very urgent today. It is urgent in exactly the sane sense that
here in America we consider it npst necessary to keep up the
fight for the Negroys full and equal participation in the na-
tional war effort-in the armed forces, in industry, and in every
phase of the nations life.

If national unity here anbng all sections of the popul ation

is today a matter of concern, so likewise is unity anbng white,
yel | ow, brown, and bl ack peoples the world over in their come
non fight against fascism

The Africanls contribution to allied Victory has not been in-
13



significant. But it has been made very largely in the face of
harsh and wasteful |abor practices, archaic productive nethods,
and barriers of every type, all of which characterize European
domi nation of the African.

| do not wish to dwell upon the I and alienation, |abor exr

pl oitation, and social coercion and restriction which have fol -

| owed fromthe econom ¢ penetration of the European into

Africa. But we cannot afford to remain blind to the conse-
guences of these things upon the war effort, upon the Africans,
and upon other peoples in a simlar dependent status.

Under the excuse of the war emergency, furced |abor for mn-

ing and agricultural enterprises has been reintroduced i n Kenya,
Tanganyi ka, Sierra Leone, Nigeria, and Rhodesia. The Euro-

pean planters and m ne operators in these dependencies thus as-
sure thenmsel ves not only of a ready market and a fixed profit
but also of a steady supply of |abor at 21 mi ninum cost-at wages,
for exanple, of $2.00 or less a nonth in the Kenya sisal indus-
try. I's | abor conscription necessary? Nigeria has inits 21 ml-
[ion population, 8 mllion adult males, of whomonly 182, 600

are in wage-enpl oynment, 46,000 of themin the mnes. Yet it was
deenmed necessary to resort to | abor conscription to increase tin
production; which industry, it should be noted, is privately
owned and has a nuch | ower wage scal e than the governnent -

owned coal nines.

This is just one instance of measures which are hindering
Africans from maki ng their maxi mum potential contribution to
victory. | shall only mention such other nmeasures as the col or
bar, the pass systens. and restrictions upon trade union recogni-
tion and coll ective bargai ning forced upon Africans by the dom -
nant European minority in the Union of South Africa, the
Rhodesi as and Kenya.

XVhat is possible in the inmprovenent of conditions of African

| abor and social well-being as a neans toward increasing the pro-
duction of war materials and food-stuffs has been denonstrated
during the war in the Belgian Congo and in French Equatoria
Africa under the administration of Governor-Ceneral Felix

Ebouel tThe great Negro Governor died May x7, 1944.quld

The lattei"s achi evements, as one witer has said, Hprovide. in
m crocosm a denonstration of the results that coul d be obtained
by social changes now as a neans of furthering both the devel op-
nent of Africa and the prosecution of the war."
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Qur governnent in its inmrensely enlarged relations with

Africa, and our American |abor nmovenment, working in coopera-

tion with the British and ot her progressive |abor forces of the
world, can and rmust aid in making the African people our ful

and equal ally in the struggle against fascism

1. SeH I emenf of Jurisdictional Problens

| turn now to the second point, the solution of territoria

and jurisdictional problens which are already visible. In many
guarters, and not only anong Negro Anericans, questions are
bei ng asked about the future of the forner Italian African Em
pire, about the future of African nandated areas, about the sov-
ereign status of Ethiopia and Liberia, and about the projected
regi onal grouping of African territories such as advocated by
General Snuts.

The Atlantic Charter and the Mbscow and Teheran Decl ar a-

tions, with their guarantees of international justice and denoc-
racy, nmust be the instruments for solving these and other simlar
guestions. Support of these agreenents, support of the United
Nati ons coalition, is, in the long run, the only realistic nethod
of guarding against territorial and jurisdictional changes in
Africa which are not in the interest of the majority of the popu-
[ ation.

In 1942 a witer in the Cl1 ristine Science Mnitor pointed out
how t he exi genci es of war were bbreaki ng down the hodgepodge

of political boundaries which the col onial expansion of the Euro-
pean countries has established in Africa." These numerous
boundari es, he indicated, had hanmpered the econom c devel op-

nment of the continent, and now new economi c units, overl apping
the political frontiers, were taking form

Thi s breaki ng down of isolationist barriers between the vari

ous colonies in Africa has been one of the nobst significant changes
whi ch the war has brought to that continent. It has not only
made for econom c progress; it has al so made possible, particu-
larly in British West Africa, a new outlook for the uni hcation

Of Afrizan peopl es.

There is, however, the danger that these regi onal economc

units may develop into instruments for furthering European

domi nation of the continent. It is for this reason that proposed
regi onal federations in the Eastern and Southern parts of the
continent have been consistently opposed by Africans. This

danger can be avoided only by naking sure that the dependent
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peopl es t hensel ves, and not nerely their governors, have a voice
i n maki ng decisions in these regional councils, wherever forned,
that Ethiopia and Liberia are properly represented in such units;
and nost in 90rtant#that these regional bodies are subordinate
and responsible to a worl d-enbnting international authority

whi ch shall establish econonic and political goals and enforce

m ni mum | abor and social standards for all dependent areas of
the worl d.

[1'l. Planning for Posf-War Africa

This brings me to the third and nmaj or point which we have

to consider-planning for the social, economc and political prog-
ress of the African people.

It is the view of the Council that the future of the African

or of any other dependent or seni-dependent people nust be
studied not as an isolated problembut in relation to the gen-
eral requirenents for maintaining peace, denocracy, and eco-
nom c security on a world-w de scale. W know today that ,the
world is one community with inter-dependent parts. W know

that not nerely humanitariani smbut self-interest requires that
Ameri cans concern thenselves with the welfare of what were once
consi dered rempte corners of the earth.

011 both sides of the Atlantic, anong influential business

and progressive labor circles, it is being increasingly realized
that to maintain industrial production rates at their present high
level after the war, so that there can be full enployment of al
those now engaged in producing war materials or serving in the
arnmed forces, 2'! is necessary to fmd new markets, and such mar-
kets can only be created by raising the purchasing power in those
dependent areas when? millions have hitherto known little but
poverty and want.

In sonewhat the same way that the Southern region of this
country is called the nations number one economni c probl em

so the colonial territories all over the globe may be called the
wor | dl s nunber one econom ¢ problem Raising the living
standards and wel | bei ng of the peoples of these colonial terri-
tories to a new and higher level is an indispensable condition
for gaining econom c security in the post-war world. It is an

i ndi spensabl e condition for avoiding right here in the United
States a repetition of the whol esal e unenpl oynent and privation
whi ch we experienced in the | ast decade.

From still another point of view, we nmax also say that the
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necessity for this leveling up process is seen in the fact that the
di vision of the world popul ation into dom nant and dependent
sections, just as the division of a nation’s population into privi-
| eged and oppressed sections, breeds friction and coniiict. Wrld
security nust rest upon the recognition of equal worth anobng

al | peoples and the guarantee of equal opportunity for all peoples
to devel op and progress.

How to achieve the raising of the living standards of Africa’s

150 millions? How to insure their just recognition as menbers

oi a denocratic world comunity? The Council has no detail ed
blue-p-rint plan to Aler. Its proposals are in the formof basic
principles and policies which stemfromthe present world situa-
tion in which the forces of progress are allied together in a
struggl e agai nst the forces of reaction.

Teheran and H18 Fufure of Col onies

A new perspective for the freedom of col onial peoples was

opened up when Roosevelt, Stalin, and Churchill jointly de-

clared their udeterm nation that our nations shall work to-

gether in the war and in the peace that will follow . . . W shall
seek the cooperation and active participation of all nations, |arge
and small, whose peoples in heart and m nd are dedi cated, as

are our own peoples, to the elimnation of tyranny and sl avery,
oppression and intol erance.”

Behind this declaration is the realization born of experience
that. close international collaboration is the only road to victory
over the eneny and is |likewi se the only road to a secure and

| asting peace. Thus it is not a mere expression of hope, an ideal-
istic goal; it is an expression of conviction and deterni nation
founded upon practical necessity. As the Secretary of State said
a few days ago, speaking of the Teheran agreenent, "Phat con-
cert anmong the Allies rests on broad foundati ons of conmon in-
terests and comon aspirations, and it will endure."

This is the basis of our belief that the sane unity and energy
of the progressive forces of the world which has been devel oped
in the war against fascismwll, when the Victory is won, con-
tinue to be directed toward winning the larger victory of eco-
nom ¢ and social well-being of all peoples of the world.

The Councilis View, then, is that the future of Africa and of

ot her col oni al areas must be worked out on the plane of world-

wi de internatiom!| agreenents and action. This is not a new
view. It has been advanced and endorsed by many responsible
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i ndi vi dual s and organi zati ons here and abroad. But it has not

as yet, to our know edge, found explicit expression in any oth-
cial statement of policy either here or abroad.

Qur view is that such an international approach is essenti al
Apart fromthe necessity for naintaining close collaboration in
the interest of international unity and security, it seens obvious
that, notwi thstandi ng sonme recent indications of progress in the
British, Belgian, and French colonial policies and practices in
Africa, the rate of progress under the various separate col onia
admnistrations is so slow as to inply an interm nabl e process.
The various conplex and le' | CU't problens of African life are
usual | y advanced as the principal reason for this slow pace and
for the inability to set any definite time when sel f-government
can be attained in any dependency. Granted that there are

these difhcult problens, would not the conbined resources and
cooperative planning of an international agency hasten the sol u-
tion of these problens?

An I nfernalional Authority

What kind of international agency? It would be an agency
conparable to the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation
Association. It would establish, in cooperation with the repre-
sentatives Of the peoples affected, |abor, social, and civil stand-
ards and rights for the indigenous popul ati on of every dependent
territory and woul d have the authority to hold the governnents
of such territories strictly accountable for the maintenance 01
these standards and rights. The agency woul d have central re-
sponsibility for planning, financing (froma pool of public sub-
sidy and private investnent funds), and supervising the devel op-
nment of mass education, health services, housing, etc., together
with industrial progress and general social advancenent in al
dependent territories.

The agency in its direction and supervision of the econonic
devel opnent of the country woul d guard agai nst nonopolistic
restrictions and controls and woul d encourage public, coopera-
tive, and collective enterprise anong the indi genous popul ati on
Thi s devel opnent program woul d al so be extended to independ-

ent states, where the majority of the population is indigenous
and is in need of such hel p_-provided the governnents of these
states are willing to conformto the standards and rights estab-
i shed for dependent peoples. The agency woul d have the fur-
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ther responsibility of certifying and guaranteei ng sel f-govem
ment and the right of self-determination to the people of any de-
pendent area, and of promoting devel opment of all such peoples
toward sel f-government according to a specific tinme schedul e.
This is obviously only a general definition of the character,
authority, and functions of the kind of international agency
needed to achieve the goals desired. The filling in of the de-
tails can be left to experts already engaged in mapping the fu-
ture for the United Nations.

Fear has been expressed in sonme quarters and by sone Afri-

cans as to the wi sdomof setting up any international authority
over the colonies, on the ground that it would be nore difficult
for the African people to west their freedomfroma conbi nation
of masters than fromone naster. If one is thinking in ternms of
an authority to pronote inter-inperialism that fear is certainly
wel | grounded.

Let me enphasi ze, however, that neither the present trend of
world history nor the functions of the international agency which
| have just described provide any basis for such a fear. | have
already dealt with the necessity for the | eading powers of the
world to raise the living standards of dependent peoples in order
to nmaintain their own economc equilibriumin the transition
fromwar to peace. Fromthis it should be evident that inter-
imperialismat the present tine is neither practicable nor desire
able fromthe point of view of the self-interest of the great
power s.

It is certain that the industrialization program can be suc-
cessful only if it enlists the full participation and cooperation of
the African people thenselves and benefits themdirectly. It is

i mportant to note that one of the principles which the Interna-
tional Labor Organization will consider at its nmeeting next week
is that HAIl possible steps shall be taken to associate the peoples
of dependent territories in the fram ng and execution of neas-
ures of social progress through their own appropriate institu-
tions."

There is one other inportant safe-guard: The entire devel op-
nment al program nust constantly be focused upon the objective

of self-government, and there nust be no frustration in the ac-

conpli shment of this objective. | believe these two principa
saf eguards are provided for in the international agency pro-
posed.
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I'V. Urgency of International Collaboration in Behalf of

Dependent Peopl es

Assumi ng that this agency is practicable and desirable, the
guestion remmi nseean it be established? WC acknow edge t hat

there is at present an apparent reluctance in British official circles
to consider any formof international authority for dependen

ci es broader in scope than that of consultative regi onal bodies
such as the Angl o- Anerican Cari bbean Conmm ssion. But on the

ot her hand, there has been a readiness in these sane circles to
recogni ze the need for econom ¢ planning through internationa

col laboration, and it is difhcult to see how such econonic pl an-
ning could | eave out the question of the devel opment of the
wor | d’ s dependenci es.

As for the French, the second principal colonial power in

Africa, the Col onial Conference at Brazzaville, a short tine ago,
indicated clearly a desire and willingness to enter upon a new
and nore progressive colonial reginme, and to enter into coll abo-
ration with other powers in planning for the future of Africa.

And | think it will be readily agreed that the U.S.S.R and China
woul d I'i kewi se be wholly favorable to such col |l aborati on.

Finally, anong the principal allied powers, there is the

United States. Although to date there has been no official state-
nment from our governnent favoring any specific procedures for
securing the (level Opment of Africa or of dependent territories

in general, there have been several indications of general policy.
It has been affirmed that the application of the principles of the
Atlantic Charter is not to be considered as restricted to any par-
ticular people or area. It has been. enphasized that the wi nning
0f (1 peopl ek victory depends upon expanded production and

free international conmerce after the war. And it has been

stated that the principle of mutual aid in nutual self-z'nte' rest.
as enbodied in Article 7 of the master Lend-Lease agreements

must continue to prevail in international economc relations after
t he war.

Secretary Hull’s reference to the responsibility of independent
nations tin relation to dependent peoples who aspire to liberty"

| eaves open the question of whether this is to be regarded as a
collective or individual responsibility of the independent nations.
In an address | ast sunmer, however, M. Henry S. Villard, now
Chief of the Division of African Affairs in the State Departnent,
hinted rather plainly at the need for collective responsibility.
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He pointed out that there could be no rapid devel opment in the
African colonies on the basis of the limted colonial revenues
avail abl e, and that the British Col onial Devel opnent and WVel -

fare appropriation, while a start in the right direction, was Honly
a drop in the bucket of appropriations which Africa could ab-
sorb."

1 No doubt the governing powers woul d wel come our parti-

cipation," M. Villard said, Ilin international bodies or regiona
councils, should they be set up, specifically to aid in the devel op-
nment of Africa for the benefit of the African people. . . . If we

wi sh to obtain benefits fromthe devel opnent of Africa, in the
interest of all peoples-including the natives thensel ves-capita
nmust be supplied for various purposes and from vari ous sources:
phi |l ant hropi c, comercial, and perhaps international. The proof
of our sincerity in fulfilling hopes awakened during these years
of war will lie in our willingness to contribute to and invest in
the future of Africa."”

I would like to underscore that |ast sentence, adding the
thought that the future welfare of Americans no | ess than that

of Africans depends upon Americals WIlingness to contribute to
and invest in the future of Africa. After the war, no nation WI|
be able to contribute so greatly as the United States finan-
cially, comrercially, and technol ogically-to the devel opnent

of Africa and ot her dependent areas. As it is the arsenal for a
United Nationst victory, so our nation nust be the main bul -
war k of worl dwi de econom c security.

It is, of course, to be expected that this country will partici-
pate in forthcom ng international agreenents and decisions re-
specting colonial peoples and territories. But nore than this is
necessary, By virtue of its econom c preem nence, and the fact
that it is the only great power which will not have to concern
itself after the war with problenms of international reconstruction,
this nation can and should take the initiative in devel opi ng
agreenments anong the United Nations upon such econom ¢ and
political policies, international machinery, and broad prograns
of devel opment for the African and other colonial peoples as wll
insure that in winning Victory we will win a world of unity,
security and social progress.

This, in the opinion of the Council, is the message which this
Conference can give to the people and government of Anerica
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" AFRI CA_- NEW PERSPECTI VES"

Proposed Agenda for Di scussion

The foll owi ng statenent of principle and proposed agenda,

whi ch had been sent to the Conference partici pants m advance

of the neeting, was agreed upon by the Conference as the basis
for discussion.

WHAT is the future of the dependent peoples of the world?

VWhat is Africahs future?

The answer concerns us as well as the col onial peoples. A

worl d of continuing colonialismw || perforce be a world of eco-
nom ¢ scarcity, unenploynment and want, since nodern produc-

tive capacity and colonialismare as inconpatible as were the
wage and sl ave systens in the last century. A world of continu-
ing colonialismcan mean only increasing inperialist rivalries,
the spread of fascism and another world war. These are the in
escapabl e alternatives to the world of the Atlantic Charter.
Africa, long the forgotten and Hdark" continent, nust have

its proper place within the new post-war world. The prine

ciples postulated in the followi ng outline, as a basis of our con-
ference di scussion, have been framed in accordance with the all-

i mportant perspective of international cooperation toward deno-
cratic goals. Wthin the franework of such cooperation there

are boundl ess possibilities for the future of all col onial peoples
and Of the world in general; wthout such cooperation there is

no future for any of us. The American people, by virtue of

their countrth pre-em nent econonic power, have a nmjor re-
sponsibility for strengthening and giving direction to the United
Nations coalition, thus insuring the security of 21 world free from
i mperialism

. TO CONSI DER WHAT | S BEI NG DONE AND CAN BE

DONE TO | NCREASE AFRI CA' S CONTRI BUTI ON TO

VI CTORY OVER FASCI SM

A. uEnergency"” compul sory | abor practices are unwarranted

and harnful to African norale; such practices should be

repl aced by proper |abor incentives.
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B. Further imediate reforns needed to increase produc-
tion are: abolition of the color bar in industry, provision
of adequate wages and decent working conditions, and

fair prices to snall farnmers and hmwestery

(2. Further progress nmust he nade in the rationalization of
production through the use of nmuchimr) to replace hue

man | abor.

D. There is necessity for guarding against trends toward
peace-tinme curtail nent of production, already evident,

for exanple, in the case of Rhodesi an copper produc-

t hn.

E. Through United States econonic nissions and advisors.
and through Lend-Lease assi stance, nuch can be done

toward correcting the conditions indicated in the pre-
cedi ng four points.

F. Organi zed | abor in Anerica, the projected tVorld Trade
Uni on Conference, and the International Labor Organi-
zation can all aid effectively in bringing about correction
of these sane conditions.

G Though Africans have been and are bei ng enpl oyed on

the allied fighting fronts, the need still continues for do
ing away with barriers to their full participation in the
armed services.

11. TO DETERM NE THE BEST MEANS OF SOLVI NG

JURI SDI CTI ONAL AND TERRI TORI AL PROBLEMS

I N AFRI CA.

A. The disposition of former Italian col onies or of other
areas in Africa must be in accordance with the first three
points of the Atlantic Charter and in nectnlance with the
agreenment of a general world organi zation

15. Al projected regional councils and federations, whether
havi ng admi ni strative or consultative powers, should he
subordi nate and subject to 21 world organi zati on, shoul d
provide for the direct participation of African represext
tatives, and shoul d guarantee throughout the area under
their jurisdiction the uniform observance of such so-

cial, economic and political principles us are set forth
under the Atlantic Charter.
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1).

Et hi opi a and Liberia, as sovereign states, should have
the same direct representati on as European col oni a
powers and other states in all regional councils and agen-
ci es, whether economic or political in function, in their
respective areas.

Encour agenment shoul d be given to the unification of peo-
pl es who have been arbitrarily divided and separated by
col oni al boundaries and other barriers.

[11. TO ESTABLI SH PRI NCI PLES UPON WHI CH PLANS

FOR THE SOCI AL, ECONOM C, AND PCLI TI CAL AD-

VANCEMENT OF THE AFRI CAN PEOPLE SHOULD

BE BASED.

A

B

It is inmpossible under traditional and current col onia
policies and practices, both because of their general ins
adequacy and extreme variance, to bring Africa within
any plan of world-w de econoni c abundance and politis
cal denocracy.

The principle of nutual aid in nutual self-interest,
which is guiding the United Nations to Victory, nust be
mai ntai ned in order to win the peace; this internationa
pattern nmust supplant the inperialistic pattern of ex-
ploiting and exploited nations: raising the standards of
living in dependent areas, which can be acconplished
only by large scale public and private investnents and
subsidies in such areas, is an essential requirenent for
t he avoi dance of a disastrous worl d-wi de economi c de-
pression in the post-war period.

Consi derati ons of econony, efficiency, and internationa
unity-in the spirit of Telleran-require that the plan
ni ng and devel opment of the education, econonic sta-
bility, social welfare, and advancenent of Africans to-
ward sel f-governnent, be undertaken and supervi sed on a
broad international basis-with African participation
(This assunes that individual states and governments
woul d retain direct adm nistration of their areas subject
to international supervision and sanction: see NF be-
| ow.)

271



D. Such an international organization would nake possible
the uniform application of such progressive neasures as
the British Col onial Devel oprent and Wl fare Fund

(on a vastly enlarged scale), the Belgian industrial pro-
gram and the French social, econonic, and adm nistra-

tive reforms projected at the recent Brazzaville Col onia
Conf er ence.

E. Such an international organization would nake possible
the planning and adoption of a continent-w de system of
education and health services, and the econom c devel op
ment of all areas of the continent.

F. Such an international organization would be responsible
for guaranteeing full self-government and the right of
self-determ nation to the people of any dependent area
(even over the opposition of the suzerain state), and for
setting definite dates at which tinme the peoples of each
dependent area night achieve self-governnent. (The ex-
perience of the Soviet Union and the policy of the

United States with reference to the Philippines provide
proof and nodels of the practicability of setting specific
time limts for the achi evement of specific objectives.)

G Parallel with equal access by all states to the trade and
natural resources of Africa, as provided by point four

of the Atlantic Charter, there nust be progressive curtail -
ment of the dominance of foreign interests over the econ-
ony of the people, with African public enterprise (gov-
ernment ownershi p and operation, cooperative industry,
collective farm ng) taking the place of European private
enterprise in the econonm c devel opnent of the continent
-such econom c autonony is a guarantee (though not a
prerequi site) of political autonony.

H As the first step toward the acconplishnent of the socia
advancenent of the African people, there should be the

i mredi ate abolition in all areas-colonial and non-
colonial-of all restrictions of their civil, political, and
trade union rights, to the end that denocratic institu-
tions and the responsibilities which these entail may be
devel oped anong the peopl e.

25



SUMVARY OF CONFERENCE DI SCUSSI ON

THE maj or part of the afternoon session was given over to dis-
cussion fromthe Hoor by the Conference participants. This

di scusson foll owed in general the sequence of points in the
agenda outline. Principal attention was given to the follow ng
points: elimnation of forced labor in Africa; correction of unfair
trade practices and the extrenely |low prices paid African pro-
ducers; the achieverment of self-governnent, particularly in the
British West African dependencies; the character of the proposed
international authority over colonial territories; the possibilities
of industrial devel opnent; and the responsibility which Amreri-
cans and ot her peoples of the world have for the Iiberation of
Africans and ot her col onial peoples.

No attenpt has been made to set down a conplete record

of the discussion, though the followi ng represents an accurate
summary of all points of Vi CWexpressed by the Conference par-
tittipants.

Forced Labor Practices

Several persons commented on the war-tine revival of forced

| abor practices in Africa and the contradiction between such
practices and the denocratic ains of the United Nations. One
speaker characterized the conscription of |labor as an indication
of the practice of fascismin Africa. M. A Balfour Linton cited
condi tions of |abor conscription in the Nigerian mnes. It was
brought out in the discussion that there had been criticism of
these practices in the British Parlianent and that the excuse of
the war emergency had been exposed as invalid.

Ms. Lida N Broner, who has spent considerable tinme in

Africa, described methods of recruitnent of African mne work-
ers in the Union of South Africa. She said that this represented
anot her form of compul sory | abor. hEuropean merchants extend
credit to native famlies, knowi ng well that they cannot pay.
Then the nen are obligated to go to work in the mnes for 31f, an
hour to repay the debt. The nerchants recei ve about $5.00 for
each man they get to go to work in the mnes."

The inter-relation of forced | abor practices in colonial areas
and the exploitation of workers, particularly of nminority groupS,
inthe United States, Britain, and other countries, was stressed
by several speakers. This was one of the nobst inportant issues,
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it was pointed out, which organized | abor forces throughout the
wor | d must conbat.

Unfair Trade Practices

Two of the Africans participating in the Conference, from

Ni geria and the Gold Coast, gave first-hand testinony regarding
net hods used by European commercial interests, with the coop-
eration of colonial officials, to maintain a low | evel of prices
for African agricultural producers and to stifle econom c progress
anmong t he peopl e.

It was pointed out that the 1lleagre prices paid to the Africans
for palmoils, an essential war naterial which Africa contributes
to the United Nations, offered no i nducement for increasing the
production supply of this naterial. The sane conditions apply

to other agricultural products.

The spokesman fromthe CGold Coast said, HVWWe are produc-

i ng about 55 per cent of the worlds supply of cocoa beans. The
farners are paid 214(1- a pound for cocoa. It brings 89% a pound
in London, 96" in New York. This is inpoverishing the Afri-
cans. "

It was enphasi zed by several speakers that the cartels :nd
nonopol i stic conmmrerci al concerns which drain the wealth of

Africa without contributing to the social and econom c advance-
nent of the indigenous people, nust be brought under strict in-
ternational and national controls, and that every opportunity
nmust be given for agricultural and industrial enterprises for the
Africans to devel op and prosper

Achi evenrent of Sel f- Gover nnenf

The achi evenent of self-govemment within definitely stated

time limts nust be the central objective of all post-war planning
for African and other colonial peoples, it was repeatedly stated
during the discussion. The liberal forces in the principal coun-
tries of the world, it was said, have an obligation to insure the
application of the Atlantic Charter to col onial peoples despite
the contrary views expressed by Churchill and others.

Special attention was given to the demand for self-govem

nment in the British XVest African dependencies and it was agreed
that wi de endorsenent and publicity should be given to the plan
for progressive reforns leading to internal self-governnent with-
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in a ten-year period for the British XMest African col onies ("The
Atlantic Charter and British West Africa") as drafted by a group
of African newspaper editors fromthese colonies |ast year

An International Authority for Colonial Devel opnent

M. F. Nw a-Kofi Nkrunmah asked, Suppose we establish an
international authority. Is it going to be a conmission of the
present governments in Africa which support a policy of Iwhite
superiority? If so, it will fail. O is it going to be representa-
tive of the people of the world? Xvhat part will the African
hinself play in it?"

In reply Dr. Yergan said in part, |tAs set forth in the agenda
outline, we believe that this authority cannot function effectively
unless it has its roots anong the people and unless Africans
thenselves are in on the ground floor of the planning. W insist
that that rmust be the character of the international authority. It
cannot be the sanme sort of an authority that cane out of the | ast
war which was for the benefit of the few It nust be based on

the fact that the present war is a people’s war and that the vic-
tory can be a peopleis victory.

ult is absolutely essential to have col |l aborati on anong t he
progressive forces of Anerica and in those | ands where the new
spirit of progress and denocracy is increasingly manifesting it-
self-in France and in Britain, in India and in China. The So-

viet Union will be a great force for progress in such internationa
cooperation. Qur Council believes in the necessity for full col-

| aboration as represented in the Teheran agreenment and will

work for it, because every | esson of contenporary history gives
evi dence of the effectiveness of this neans for securing the reali-
zation of full denocratic rights for the people of Africa.”

I ndustrial Devel oprent of Africa

Wth regard to the possibilities of econonic advancenent of

the African people through international planning and subsidiz-
ing, one of the nmobst illumnating statenents was nade by Dr.
Tredwel | Smith. He pointed out that in the urapid advance-

nment going on in ternms of transfornation of econom ¢ and

i ndustrial conditions in different parts of the world, we find
that the key to advancenent is in terns of finance and invest-
ment of a particular type." "Were," he asked, "would financia
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i nvestnment get the nost results in Africa? Wiy not think of

about three, or even one, TVA project which would actually
denonstrate the value of international cooperation in financing
the devel opnent of a territory in Africa? | think that would
nake nore dranatic the demand for this international authority.
"I came into | SOvVietJ Armenia at the end of the |last war.

There was nothing there but literal starvation. That country

was conpletely transformed in a neasurable period of tine.
Financing did this. An enormous (121111 was built so that there
could be electrification of industry and of hones through the
har nessi ng of water power. The fl owering of an ordered, organic
culture was the result."”

O her speakers cited the rapid industrial and social advance-
ments achieved in areas of the world through systematic pl ane
ning in which the people participated.

Qur Responsibility for Supporting H18 Cause of Col onial Liberation
The di scussion on this point revolved around the part which
Negro Anericans, Negroes in other parts of the world, the or-
gani zed | abor forces in this country and abroad, and the African
peopl e thensel ves should play in working for the realization of
denocratic rights in Africa.

Sone of the Conference participants referred to the period
following the first Wrld War when the struggle for African
freedom was supported al nost wholly by Negroes and was re-
garded as a Negro issue exclusively. One or two persons present
voi ced the sl ogans of Negro nationalismof that period.

Dr. Yergan pointed out that the Council on African Affairs

did not wish to evade the issue of racial nationalism The neces-
sity for collaboration anong all progressive forces in order to
work for the interests of any particular group was, he said, one
of the nost inportant |essons of this war. "The first essentia
is victory over fascism and in order to acconplish this, we nust
have the maxi num of international unity as well as nationa
unity. Nationalismin the racial sense is insuflicient. Racia
unity as an end in itself is insuflicient. Negro |abor and white
| abor have everything in commopn-so al so have Negro |iberals

and white liberals. The winning of a new future for Africa
requires the support of all of these forces. There nmust be the
cl osest bond of cooperation between the peoples of Africa and the
peopl es of the rest of the world. This is our perspective. This
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concept is bigger than any concept of race. Racial unity, yes!
But not as an end in itself."

A parallel observation was made by Ms. Amy Ashwood Gar-

vey, wife of the late Marcus Garvey. "My thoughts go back,"

Ms, Garvey said, nto 25 years ago and the diH culty of getting
people in the United States 10 think of the word Africa. And
when we gather here to endorse the program of this Council

| feel honored and privil eged.

ttl feel that the time has changed, conditions have changed
largely in the world today, and people are thinking nore hu-
manel y. Because of that, we find that we have to broaden our vi-
sion and broaden our policy to include other groups of people
who have been suffering as we have suffered, and | see noill in
finding white allies. But the Negro hinmself nust take the initia-
tive and though we may gather our allies everywhere, we our-

sel ves nmust feel the prine responsibility for striking the blow
in the interests of our posterity and ourselves."

An Indian, just arrived fromhis country, brought a nessage

of greeting to the Conference and an expression of the support
of the Indian people for the cause of African liberation. A Puerto
Ri can, M’ . Jesus Col on, expressed the comon cause whi ch peo-
ple of Latin and South Anmerica, nmany of whom are of African
descent, have with the struggl es of Africans agai nst exploitation
and inperialism

Ms. Mary MLeod Bethune enphasi zed the necessity for

Negro wonen in America to contribute to the raising of norale

of the African people. KA great responsibility rests on us as
Ameri can Negroes," she said, Ho accept the challenge of the con-
ditions under which our brothers and sisters in Africa suffer.

| want to speak particularly for the American Negro wonen. XVe
want to hel p change these conditions and raise the norale of the
African worren. | want to offer to the Council on African Af-
fairs our full cooperation in its work."

Speaki ng for organi zed | abor, Mss Daisy George and O her

trade union representatives present pointed to the inportance

of making clear to American workers the fact that their own se-
curity is bound up with the emancipati on of African and ot her

col oni al workers fromthe econoni c handi caps of inperialism
HThe Negro peOple in the trade union nmovenent," M ss CGeorge
said, iihave a very special job of naking trade union menberr
ships aware of this-of what is going on in the world and Of
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their responsibility in playing a proninent part toward the

achi evenent of worl d-w de denocracy?

M. Steve Kingston declared that the realization of the ohw
jectives set forth in the Council’s statenent of policy required the
nobi | i zation of organizations in this country and Canada, and in
Engl and particularly, in support of the program hHere are
representatives ol many organi zati ons never before connected

with the Council. What is necessary now is that the work of

the Council be supplenented by | arge bodies of representatives

of the people to carry on a continuous canpaign. W have to

get the United States, Great Britain and other governnents of

the United Nations to cone together and agree on progressive
policies for Africa such as we have discussed here today. This is
what we have to work for."



SUMVARY OF PANEL DI SCUSSI ON

"AFRI CA I N THE AMERI CAN PRESS'

Leader of the Panel: Ernest E. Johnson, Chief of the Wsh-

i ngt on Bureau, Associ ated Negro Press.

Panel Participants: Mary E. Finger, New York Age; Eugene
CGordon, Daily H'' Or/cer; Anthony Jenkinson, Allied Labor News;
H A B. Jones-Quattey, African Interpreter; George Kl einnman
Fur and Leather Worker; Louis Ogull, NMU. Pilot; Llewellyn
Ransom P6012165 Voi ce; John Stuart, New Masses.

Excerpts Jfrom Openi ng Statenent by M. Johnson

cc E' RE going to consider here this evening those failures

whi ch account for the situation where, until recently,

Africa has been | ooked to by the Anerican public as a |land 9f
wild ani mal s and European vested interests. VWeTe going to
probe, to some degree, what czm be done to correct this inpres-
sion and, going beyond, what nmeans are available to place be-
fore the Anerican people nore information that woul d nmake

for a rounded picture of Africa. Naturally, as representatives
of the American press, our concern shall stemfromthe angle
whi ch these organs of information and opi nion may pl ay.

ttThis afternoon’s discussion clearly projected Africa into the
world picture. M. Robeson told you that the wel fare of 150
mllion Africans and other dependent peoples directly affects the
Anerican people. . . . This war is being fought not to retain the
status quo but rather to effect Change. Africa offers perhaps
the nmost fertile field for effecting change. Surface evidences
shoul d make clear that Africa is going to be a focal point in
post - war adjustnents

bln short, Africais the contested area, and Anerica is now
finding an tinterest’ which it will protect. Wether the Amreri-
can people wznt it that way or not is sonmething they shall have
to decide. But the decision has got to be nade on the basis of

i nformation provided through our newspapers. There is some
doubt as to whether the Anerican press has been discharging
this responsibility faithfully. The Christian Science Monitor
has perhaps been in the vanguard in its presentati on of news and
information dealing with Africa. If we exclude the purely mli-
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tary operations and the necessary political reactions that followed
the North African canpaign, we shall have to | ook far and wi de
for other news of Africa in the general press.

"When the subj ect has been brought honme to us, we have not

been any nore disposed to treat it with the inportance properly
due it. It was ny good fortune to acconpany the party of Presi-
dent Edwi n Barclay of Liberia throughout his official visit here
| ast May and June as the representative of the Associ ated Negro
Press. | can tell you quite frankly that the coverage in the daily
press was neagre and in the Negro press, except for the wel cone
i n Washi ngton, not nmuch better. Reporters oi the daily press

who questioned President Barclay at Blair House in Washing-

ton, in several instances, treated himas though he were the
"Little King of comc strip fame; others sought to justify socia
and political mstreatnment of American Negroes by draw ng
seeming parallels in policies of Liberia which mght in sone
respects be construed as discrimnatory in nature agai nst whites.
"The fact that the Ethiopian government had opened a | ega-

tion in Washington and that the State Department even 113:1
fornmerly announced this brought, generally, about a paragraph

in the daily press. Only a segnent of the Negro press found it
worth much nore.

uMy own experience in covering the nations capital has been

to find that too few papers of the Negro press give attention to
things that are happening today in the relationship between our
own governnent and the governments of Ethiopia and Liberia.

| base this contention upon the fact that whereas a spokesnman
for the State Departnent formally declared | ast sunmmer that it is
devel oping a foreign policy toward Africa_and he naned Ethi -
opi a and Liberia specifically-few of the papers have been dis-
posed to follow the evol venent of this policy. To Ethiopia a
techni cal m ssion-engineers of a variety of skills-has been sent
by us to assist that government in rebuilding. This is a sharp
departure fromthe past. In Liberia the Anerican governnent

has agreed to underwite the construction of a much-needed

har bor which WII cost in the neighborhood of five mllions of
Ameri can dol |l ars.

"These two instances in themsel ves shoul d be an introduc-

tion to things to come. But the followup interest has not been
there. The Bl ack Dispatch, published in Olahoma City by the
mlitant Roscoe Dunjee, is perhaps way ahead anong the Negro
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press in the presentation of both news and editorial treatnment of
African affairs. .

HLet us consider, apart fromany joint responsibility there

may be (for adequate treatnent of African Affairs), whether sepa-
rate responsibilities may be found for (a) the general press, (b)
the Negro press, and (c) the | abor press; and what suggestions
there are as to how the shortcom ngs of the past may be over-
cone in these three categories of the press.”

Anal ysi s of Shorfcomings in Press Coverage of Africa

There was general agreenent anpong the panel participants

with M. Johnson’s characterization of the failure of the Ameri -
can press generally to give adequate treatnment of African news
and devel opnents affecting Africa. This failure was regarded

as anot her indictnent of the general daily press, parallel with
the failure to give adequate treatnent of |abor news, news re-
garding mnority groups, etc.

The reasons for this condition were attributed to the genera

i gnorance anong- Americans about Africa and to the control of

the general press by vested interests. It was pointed out that
Ameri can schools were generally guilty of m seducation on the
subj ect of Africa and Africans, and that the nagazi nes, novi es,
and ot her vehicles of popular information, generally portray
African life, if at all, in caricature. M. Jones-Quartey renarked
that Africans were often anused, but al so indignhant and out -
raged, by the misrepresentati ons which they found in Anmerican
papers and mmgazi nes.

The observati on was made, however, that it was inproper to

lunp all the daily papers together in one category, and it was
nentioned that two | eading New York dailies had sent reporters
to cover the Conference, although their representatives were not
participating in the panel discussion

M. Stuart stated that it was necessary to accept the fact that
the outl ook and structure of the big news services would remain
the same for a long tinme and that it was necessary to try to nmake
i mprovenents within the existing structure

Suggestions for |nproving Coverage of African News

T here was general agreenent that the current devel opnents

in wrld relationships, and particularly between this country and
Africa, placed an obligation upon the Anerican press, especially
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the | abor and Negro press, to performa better job of informng
and educating the American public about Africa. Several pro-
posal s for bringing this about were offered.

M. Kl ei nman and ot hers enphasi zed the inportance of relat-

ing African problens to Arerican problens. M. Kleinnan said,
ItWe should nake Anericans, and especially American |abor, see
that without progressively devel oping the industrially backward
coloni al areas, that w thout raising the standards of the peoples
in those places, we will have unenpl oyment here and will cone
face to face with a depression worse than the last."

M. Ransomurged that infornmation be presented in popul ar
formsuch as an interesting series of feature stories, and he sug-
gested that African students in this country be secured to wite
such stories fromtheir first-hand know edge of African life.

M ss Fi nger suggested that nore African news would be in-

cluded in the daily press if a canpaign for denanding it were
organi zed anong a | arge section of readers.

The point was al so nmade by M. Ogull that the increasing
prestige and i nHuence of an organi zati on such as the Council on
African Affairs mght result in a nore respectful attitude on the
part of the daily press in presenting news of the African people.
M. Jenki nson suggested that the increasing strength of the
trade union novenent anong Africans and cl oser relationship

bet ween African workers and American workers, as well as the
organi zed | abor novenents of Latin America, |India and China,
woul d help bring Africa nore into the news. M. Kleinman pro-
posed that the C. 1.0 should establish direct contact with trade
unions in Africa just as they have with trade unions in Latin
Arerica. He cited the fact that the Anerican press had lately
begun to carry such stories as that on the Bolivian tin mnes in
Sout h Aneri ca.

One central problemthat needed attention, all acknow edged,

was the establishment of a news center through which African
information could be cleared. The Council on African Affairs,
with the cooperation of the African Students Association, could
provi de such a service, it was said.
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APPENDI X

The foll ozuing materials, consisting of factual data. and
authoritative opinion relating to Africa, were assenbled by the
Council on African Again as (L nmenorandum for the Conference
partici pants. These materials will be found useful for genera

ref erenee and they formthe background of principles and points
of view expressed in the resolutions, speeches and. (lismssion Of
the Conference.

APPENDI X A

Qufline of U S. Relations with Africa (pre-Pearl Harbor)

1485 -Begi nning of tms-Atlantic slave trade.

I ntroduction of slaves into Virginia, 1619.

1821 - Liberia col onization schene.

Decl arati on of Independence by Liberia, July 2.4, 1847.

U S. recognition of Liberia, 1862. Firestone Corpora-

tion obtained 99-year | ease to |large area, 1925.

1862, 1870 - Treaties with Great Britain for suppression of slzn'c
trade.

1885-U. S. participated in Berlin Conference, which estab-

i shed "open door" policy for Congo Basin, hut (lid not

ratify act because of U S. 11011-intcrvcntion policy.
1919- I nfluence of President WIlson in establishment of Man-

dat es System

1919-26- U. S. signed following 111111ti-latcral conventions affect-
ing Africa: Liquor trach (1919). arms trade (1925),

sl avery (1926).

1923-25 - U. S. negotiated six conventions with the powers hol d-
ing mandates in Africa, securing our rights in thc c010-

nial territories surrendered by Gernmany, and establishing

the principle that the U S. had a right to be consulted

in the disposition of the ex-eneny col onies.

1935-42 - U. S. refused recognition of Italian Claimto sovereignty
over Et hi opi a.

1936-39 - U S. representatives supported conventions of the

I nternational Labor Organization regarding recruiting of

i ndi genous wor kers, and | abor contracts and penal sec-

tions of indigenous workers.

39



U 5. Relations with Africa Since Pearl Harbor

(front the Christian Scznce Mnitor, Decenber 22, 1942.)

"l here are prospects that the war for the hrst tine wll

bring the United States into close trading and other connections
with the great continent of Africa.

it Today, thousands of Anerican soldiers and workers are toil -

i ng under the burning sun of Africa. The exact |ocation of

these bases, is of course, a mlitary secret but it is known that the
former Italian colonyl of Eritrea has been turned into an Ameri -
can suppl y-base, that several airfields have been built in the
Fi ghting French colonies and that contingents O Anerican

forces have arrived in Leopoldville, capital of the Belgian
Congo.

hAneri can experts supervise the African seaports in which

Ameri can-made material for the battle fronts is discharged,
United States technical troops have set up and guard 21 network
of airports scattered over XVest and Central Africa which enable
Anerican planes to Hy t0 the Near East and India. American

mer chant vessels in increasing nunber arrive in the ports of the
Red Sea. .

"Several United States Conmercial mssions have recently

been sent to Central and tO0 South. Africa. They concluded im
portant trade agreenments. Sinultaneously with the visit of these
m ssions, the State Departnent in XVashington established new
consul ates in several African cities such as Brazzaville in Fighting
French Africa and Monbaza in the Kenya col ony.

HDuri ng recent nonths, comerce between the United States

and Africa has increased in percentage nore than Anerican

trade with any other continent and trade figures are still going
up.

uln the period from August, 1940, to August, 1941 (I ast

of hcial trade figures published) inmports fromAfrica to the United
States rose 120 per cent while exports to Africa went up by 178
per cent, as conpared with the same period 1939-40.

hThis growmh of intercontinental commerce is particularly
significant because shipnments fromthe Mediterranean area of
Africa, except from Egypt, have al nobst conpletely ceased. It is
Africa, South of the Sahara, that has largely increased its con-
tribution to United States raw material supply. Inports from
the Union of South Africa have al nost doubl ed, while the
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Bel gi an Congo which previously sent its copper, cobalt, tinto
Bel gi um today ships themto the United States.

"During the | ast year inports fromthis colony al one were as

hi gh as $34, 000, 000, as conpared with only $1, 600,000 in 1940.
United States trade with the Fighting French Enpire is |ikew se
rapi dly increasing. The American commercial m ssion which

went to Brazzaville signed contracts for the delivery of 12,000
tons of lead, 8,000 tons of zinc, 5,000 tons nonthly of titanate
and other materials. .

[l I ndustrialization of ﬁ¢r|ca however, can only progress it
sullicient capital can be provided. . . . So far $120, 000,000 tO
$150, 000, 000 of Anerican capital have been invested in the
African econony, nostly in South Africa and Rhodesi an nines.

After the war, Anerica will probably be the only country in the
wor | d whose financial power will contribute funds to the indusr
trialization of Africa."

U S. Policy and the Future of Africa

"The Atlantic Charter applies not only to the parts of the

world that border the Atlantic but to the whole world.

Franklin D. Roosevelt, February 23,1942

"There rests upon the independent nations a responsibility

in relation to dependent peoples who aspire to liberty. It should
be the duty of nations having political ties with such peoples, of
mandat ori es, of trustees, Or of other agencies as the case may be,
to help the aspiring peoples to develop materially and educzr
tionally, to prepare thenselves for the duties and responsibilities
of . self-governnent, and to attain liberty. An excellent example
of what can be achieved is afforded in the record of our relation-
ship with the Philippines."

Secretary of State Cordell Hull

Sept enber 12, 1943

APPENDI X B

Excerpts from address of M. Henry S. Villard. now Chief of the
Division of African AFFairs. Departnent of Sfaie. August 19, 1943
" For the first time we as a nation are beginning to ask
exactly what are the relations of our country with the great
undevel oped continent across the seas, and what are those rela-
lions to be in the future.
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HOn all the checkerboard map of Africa our ties with the
Negro Republic of Liberia have been the nost intimte. Wth :1
constitution, flag and government patterned on our own, with a
hi story: of Anerican encouragenent and supervi sion agai nst pos-
sible foreign encroachnents, it is natural that Liberia should
constitute our main link with the Africa of today. Liberia |oons
out of all proportion to its size for a nunmber of reasons.
UrFor one thing, Liberia is a source of that vital conmodity,
rubber. The Firestone plantations, Anerican-owned, are pro-
duci ng about 35, 000, 000 pounds annual ly. Another point is
Li beria’s favorable situation at the so-called narrows of the
South Atlantic. According to precise neasurenent of the air
routes, the Pan American Airways base at Fishernman Lake,
Liberia, is actually nearer to Brazil than the French Port of
Dakar. The inplications of such a strategic |location in the aeria
age that is sure to follow this war are quite obvious.
HLi beri a stands ready to encourage Anerican enterprise. Last
June President Barclay visited Washington and nmade it clear
that he would wel cone the devel opment of his country by United
States interests, provided only that they benefited Liberia and
did not exploit his people. . . . | (10 not doubt that in any plans
whi ch may be worked out for international security after the
present COlIllifl, Liberia-aeross the way fromthe bul ge of Brazi
~will be one of the focal points of special inportance to the
Aneri cas.

Such has been the inmpact of war on the econony of
Africa that lar-reaching results may be anticipated. The arti-
ficial stimulus has caused many changes in nethods of produc-
tion and in the utilization of native |l abor. A new standard of
l'iving has been introduced, fromwhich Africa cannot retreat.
HNow what of the postwar period? To what extent will our
ships continue to ply the waters of Africa, |laden with building
supplies and machinery on the one hand and returning with
val uabl e tropical cargoes on the other? Conmon sense tells us
that the wartime pitch cannot be nmintained, that the require-
nments of the African bases will dininish sharply. It is proble-
mati cal to what degree our Lenerease arrangenents will permt
us to extend the projects which have so materially assisted the
common war effort in Africa. Xvar goods will be replaced by
peace goods, and our normal shipnments of autonobiles, radios,
| eaf tobacco and hardware will be resuned.
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tt’l’'rade is bound to grow over the years. W would not be
American if we were not interested in that. Mreover, our re-
.cently devel oped use for sonme of Africals products may well
persist after the war. The staggering consunption of netals
.alone may seriously affect our own reserves, for instance, of
nmanganese, copper and tin. Natural resources such as exist in
Africa offer great reservoirs for devel opment and use by the
peopl es of the worlcl-including those indigenous to Afri ca.
When tI1Ctine cones to forrmulate the conditions for the

?better world we all hope will follow the present struggle, | fee
.certain that the Anerican print’'iple of equality of opportunity
intrade will remain a paranount factor in Africa, applicable

in the colonies of whatever nationality. Furthernore, our inter-
est in Africais not that of the old pirates of old who plundered
and robbed and took without giving in return. Africa needs our
skills and services in order to achieve greater productivity, just
as we need access to Africals resources. There will be anple room
for cooperative effort in the working out of nutually beneficia
"L"("()n()!'nl ( undertakings, . . .

"While we are well aware of the economic possibilities in

Africa and the amazing accessibility of that Continent which is
now a fact, the political aspects of the colonial question are
also clearly of interest to the Anerican people. | say this for two
reasons: first. because Anericans are intensely alive to devel op-
ments all over the world; secondly, because the peaceful devel op-
ment and wel fare of Africa ineuapably affect the security of al
the western Hem sphere. The appearance of sore spots and |’'ric-
lions in the colonial systens 01' Africa is surely a matter of con-
cern to us.

Il What ever the dispositions of the peace to cone, it is unlikely
in the extreme that the former eneny territories in Africa wll
cone into the outright possession of any one pdwer. It is equally
i mprobabl e that the United States woul d al one accept jurisdic-
tion or control over any part of such former eneny territory.

Not wi t hst andi ng the astoni shing and probably Axis-inspired

runors which crop up fromtine to tine, this governnentein
keeping with its traditional polity throughout the worltlihas

no desi gns on the col oni al possessions of other nations, and no
desire to carve out for its exclusive benefit any portion of

Afri ca.

1 No doubt the governing powers woul d wel come our partici-
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pation in international bodies or regional councils, should they
be set up, specifically to aid in the devel opment of Africa for the
[Y(I'1t" 111 of the African people. As | have just pointed out, the
opportunities for inmprovenent in |living standards, in education
health and agriculture, are practically w thout end. The govern-

i ng powers have devel oped their monies with limted colonia
revenues. Granted that these resources have not permitted as

rapi d devel opnent as the British peopl esor as you and I|-m ght

wish, it is worth noting that the British Parlianent recently
Voted to nmake avail abl e over the next 10 years suns whi ch may
amount to 55 million pounds or niore for the devel opnent Of

the British colonies. That is only a drop in the bucket of appro-
priations which Africa could absorb, but it is a start.

"Il we wish to obtain benefits fromthe devel opment of

Africa, in the interest of all peoples-including the natives them
St'IVCS-sC ellle nust be supplied for various purposes and front
xarious sources; philanthropic. eonnnercial, and perhaps inter

nati onal. The proof 01' mm’ sincerity in fulfilling hopes awakened
during these years of war will lie in our willingness to contribute
to and invest in the future of Africa. .

m *he Continent of Africa is bound to play a prom nent part

in any systemof international security which may be devised for
the future.

APPENDI X C

Current African Opinion

H have been asked if in the post-war international crinina

court Ethiopia will ask to be permtted to punish Miussolini. My
reply is that however inportant it is that Missolini should be
puni shed, this is only the negative aspect of reestablishing the
principles of international justice. lithiop-ia is less interested in
vengeance for the past than in justice for the future.

"I't: is much nmore inmportant to Ethiopia to be given the
opportunity to share the buildingr and maintaining of interna-
tional institutions which will prevent. the rise of political bullies
tranpling on the rights of small nations."

_Enperot’ Haile Selassie, Aug. 3, 1943

[1l know |ike anybody el se that although we are fighting for

| )enmocraey, we do not enjoy denocratic rule in this country,

but I look with hope to the influence that will be exerted by
America and Russia toward our rights, as | think that if the
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Allies win, 21 Now Order of CGovernnent will be brought about
which will place all weaker nations under :1 joint mandate con-
trolled by an international judicial system

"I cannot believe that after so many decl arati ons have been

nade on postwar reconstruction, any gOvt-rnment will he al-
lowed to practice any form of slavery?

wThe Reverend J. A. Cal atu, President of the

(lztpe Section. African National Congress,

Uni on of South Alritu, at a neeting in

Oct ober, 1945;

""lihc problemnow is howto edunte and then initiate the
African into nodern life w thout uprooting himfromhis hone

and tribal life. Thus the prescnt-day educational problemin
Africa is that of educational acculturation. .

illn the educational process of the African the best in west-
ern culture should be combined with the best in Atriumcul ture.
In this respect there should be coll aboration between educators.
soci ol ogi sts, and ant hropol ogi sts, whose findings shoul d enabl e
those who are responsible for African education to prevent; the
destruction of the best in indigenous African culture and at the
same time to acquaint the African with the best in his own as well
as in foreign Civilizations. Any system of education is inpossible
wi t hout respect for the educand.

Only on this ground can Africa create a new 11nd distinct.
civilization in the process of world advancement. It is because
of this basic need of social regeneration and emanci pati on that
everywhere in Africa today, youth movenents are springing up
and spreadi ng thensel ves t hroughout the | ength and breadth of.
the continent. Their aimis to raise the voice of Africa to join
that of the people throughout the world for the defeat of fascism
and to help build a post-war world based upon the principles of
freedom as expressed in the Atlantic Charter. African | eaders are
convi nced that every worthwhil e phase of progress is accom
plished by definite and determ ned action. The only ones who
have the courage, stami na, strength, tenacity, and inpul siveness
for such action are the young people. The future of Africa
t heref ore depends upon the courage and fearl essness of its youth.
The African youth is in action and very soon his voice will he
heard."” -Francis Nw a-Kofi Nkrunmah
"Education and Nationalismin Africa,"’

Educati onal Qutl ook, Nov., 1943
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APPENDI X D

"' THE ATLANTI C CHARTER AND BRI TI SH VEST AFRI CA"

Menor andum on Posf-War Reconsirucfion of Hi e Col onies and

Prol ecforafes of Briiish Wesf Africa

"I hc menbers of the Xvt-st Alriczm Press Del egation to G eat
hituin (August, 19.13), have been guided in drawing up this

Menor andum by the assurance that the reforns enbodi ed

hvn’in express the will and aspirations ()I’ the majority of the
prmph: of the Colonies :tnd Protectoratcs of British West Africa.

Ml onvinced thztt lkuttmis ()I ("ttpitztlismand inperialismhave
stultilicd tho normal growth of those territories, the franers

01’ this Menmorandum believe that. it is 110w necessary for them
tocwvec into I'ull-1lcdgcd denocratic States. WC believe that

only through the (:rystulizzttim of denmpcracy in the social, 0CO-
nmic and political life of the territories concerned can they
progress ztpacc with other units of the British Enpire; and we

are (-onfident that full ("ontm ()l the (Esst’llIlill means of produc-
tion and distribution by the indigenous COIHTIIINIIICS of the ter-
["ilmimwll ttll’t’ctiwy Inunoto S(K Il equality and (' mmunztl
ut-11"znmu

HBusi ng our clainms upon IIl1tf (lctlztrzttiinl ()l (lluusc ;; of thc
Atlutttit (lhztttt-r that the signatories thereto "rvspt-(l 111(" right
of ALL PEOPLES In (honme the linrmol’ @G n't-rnncnt unmh’t’

WIlTt Il tht'y may liw" we put forward the follow ng proposals:

hit., Imm’tliutv :tbrmgutim m the I (Irnx’n (lulony’ system of
(L(n"ttrnnecnt :ntl ztclmnistmim in the Colonies ol’ Brit-

ish West Alrim

1'. lhv substitution thorclnr with representative (Luvern-

nmvnt (i x. internal responsible St’ILQOX CHHIH H ) lot :1

period of tvn ynrs.

WL, "1 ho introduction of full t’'vslxnsiblc (Qwnncnt :tl’'tt’t’ u
pmind () livec )(ELIIl"S.

"1"his proa’durc WUIIItl t-nublv tht” (lillvt’cnt tcrritorics to bvr
(01110 i mh-pmulcnt :nul sowvign political entities, aligned Or
itssotizltm with the British Commonvcztlth of Nations. As auton-
muons mmtmtios they wouhl bt’ vquttl in status, and in no

way subordinate to any unit of tho (lomomvcztlth in any aspect

of thvir (Itntcstic 01" vxtcrnul itlliuirs’ . although unilictl by comron
zillt-gittntic.
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It This procedure should be enbodied in a fornal Treaty with
each unit of British West Africa, which shall be prepared on an
equal itarian basis and shall not be unilateral in any materia
respect. Such Treaty will incorporate the basic constitutiona
rights and the relevant social, economc and political reforns
enuner at ed bel ow. "

Among t he speci hc reforms proposed in the Menorandum

were the foll ow ng:

Four hundred schol arshi ps shoul d be awarded annual ly for

fwe years to nationals of the Four West African dependencies.
for study in the United Kingdom and el sewhere.

There shoul d be a system of free and universal education

provi sion of nore hospitals and di spensaries, and abrogation of
racial distinction in the appointment of nedical Oficers and
nur ses.

Extensive agricultural reforns should include the stipulation
that the marketing of primary produce no |longer be left wholly
t0 the discretion of local chambers of conmerce but shoul d be
control l ed by the government, which would |egalize prices fixed
by the indi genous producers through their own legally recog-

ni zed organi zati on.

There should be a m ni mum nonthly wage of f5 ($12.00)

for unskilled | abor and 1:6 for sem-skilled. This would be em
bodi ed in a m ni num wage | aw.

Political reforns urged included a nore denocratic mnethod

in the appoi ntment of governors; parity in the representation
of Africans and non-Alricans in the executive council; abroga-
tion of the color bar in the civil service; universal suffrage for
| egi sl ative assenblies; denobcratization of the nunicipal and.
rural administration; and the appoi ntnment of Africans as Hi gh
Commi ssioners to England. The representation of vested inter-
ests in the councils was condemmed and abrogation of the V&t O
power of governors was asked.

APPENDI X E

The French Col onial Conference at Brazzaville

Jan. 31-Feb. 8, 1944

(Excerpts froma Sumary issued by the French Free; and

I nformati on Service, New York)

Il The second part of the debates (on Feb. 4) was devoted to
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1111- 1115111ssi1111 111 141111-1111 11111111111113 ()1 11111 11111111 1111111). 1111’
111-11:111-.s 1111111 115 Inxis 11111 i1l1-:1s 1’ xpri-ssi-1l 11y (knl-11111111-(11311011
11

151111111; (11111-111101(11-111° 1’211 111 1911-11111 15.11111111111111 Africa, in his
1ir111l;11 1111111 111 Nln’ 1°111111-1° 8, 111,11 :11111111’ 551’ 11 11) 1111- Governors

and A11111i 111s11’ 111111’ s 11111111 1113 11111115. M. 13.110110 11115115 011 1111’
11111111111114 111111111110 (111- 1111111111111 1’ 1111-x 11111111011. si 11111 Novenber
11,111, 111 1111- 111111 g111’ 1-1’111111-1115 111’ 11111-11111 151111111111 1111 Afri ca:
111’ 1-111 11111 11-55 prugrvssiw 11111111, 11111 :15 :111 isoli11111 111111 i111111v
1'11; 11191’ ; 11)11- i1111i 171111111, 11111 :15 :1 11111111111 being, 111-1lvy with tradi-
1i 1ms. 11111111111111 111° :1 11111111); 111 :1 1111211412 111’ :1 111111: 112111111110 (
)1

progrvss in his own 5111111112 11111 1111111111111): 1051 11 1’ x11iz11’ 11r1l 110111

i 1.

'1°11111: 1111111111110115 01’ (1011-111111411 111-1’ 111 1i 1111111 1111111 111cl’ G 1n’ 1’
11) 1111° 01111111111011 ()1 11111 African 1111185 wilhin 1111' 1.111111111wl)rk ()1

i 1151i 1111i ons 111111 1111: ils own 111111 11111°1° 1)111111 11-51111 by 117111 1i 1ns,
111111 111) 11111 51111 :111 :1ssi111i1111i 1111 11) wl-sl 111’11 Iylws 01 1tivilizz11i 011

"1'111° (10v1'1’'111111-(111111’1' 111 considers 111111 i1 is (11111541110115 11) 111011151
Al 1i 11111 i1111) liunmpm 1111111221211105 111111 111111. springing 110111 their

own :11111’'1111111-111s, progrvssing wilhin 1111111 own |’ ranu-work. 11111

11111111111 Iwoplcs 511011111 111tv1310p 11111ir own 11livilizz11i1111. with 11117111
organilulinns 211111 1111’i1" :111111i11i511111%lions. 111111111011 11:) 211111ir cliv
111:112’5. 112212111117'11 11y 11113111 citizens, 111111 applying 1111'i11 1:1ws 111111
111011 1115101115.

"11 is likely 111111 1111: 111’ 11-ssi 011 11) 1111: rights ()1 111111111 11i 1izcl1-

ship will always remain 11111111 11) 111051: (loscrving 111 11 11nd, for

1111 Alrimm popul ations in general. 1111! s1)1111i1)11 111111 will he

1111011211111 will follow 111C gcnend 11111'5 01 11115 prinriplcs 5111 101111

by (11111111111114171° 12171’ 11111 1611111121. 111111 is 11) say 11111 111’ 111i 011 01 African
11:112i 11115, winsv (IISIAIISwll gradually 1)c 1111121lilicll in 1111111 11)
111101211211111717 212111%1ir 121111 121171’ 11101nnl11111

11" 1’111 15511111111y 11:15 1111111111 :111112111111111511011 1111 111111211 1011111111
1011

in 1111’ 11211111 111’ 1211111)11i:11 polirivs. applying in 11111ir1)r;11211i121:11111-111ils
111111 wi 111i1221 1111° 12122111115 (11 1'15 :1111122211i1y, 111C i111111s of Govvrnor-
(1012111111 1521111112: 11 1122215111115. i111lccll, 111211 1111 1121lives 1111181 11111111
1

1111111" 111121212111111i111511ip 11y 1111111 11i 2111 pneliw 111111 is. by taking 1111
©11°'111221 1111121 111 1111 11111111191-1111°111. O1 public 311111119. 11icir own
»111112i1's. '11) 12111 1102111'121)1i1)121 111i (011)11i111 IHVHCCUO' 111115 5111100115
1111" (1)1171°'12122121i11121 01.11111)p1’ 1;12i1)11 1m 1111 2122211111 fuming. . . .

"1110 1111;1/11111i1213 (10111111011121 $11111iC11 1W) (ISPCC S 111" 1111: pl01)-

111111 (of colonial rcprcscnl2llion in 1111: French govcrnnent). In

.1111: first place. 1111: manlws 111l1lani 111111151y 11111111111111 111211 11111 pres-
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ent representation constitutes an injustice to sone of the Alricztn
popul ati ons and that there can be no question of maintaining it.
Secondly, the Assenbly retained three projects, the study 01
which will be carried as far as possible by a comm ssion com
posed of Governors Laurentie, Vaillaume, Toby, and Of Adm n-
istrator Del mas. and which can be sunmarized as foll ows:

(a) representation of all the colonies in the Metropolitan
Parliament. based on the same general principles as the
Metropolitan representation

((1)) the creation of a Colonial Assenbly, having :1 (:onsultw
tive role only, which will sit besides the Metropolitan
CGovernment and t he Chanbers and will be called upon

to giVe its opinion on all questions pertainingr to overseas
territories.

(c) The institution of 21 |arge Federal Assenbly conposed of

Met ropol i tan and Col oni al representatives, and having

its own deliberative powers on all matters of a federa

nat ure.

""The Assenbly considers that the French policy which sys-
tematically increased, without limtations, the buying power of
the African natives, should be maintained and reinforced. It
believes, furthernmore, that within the framework of internationa
agreenents whi ch cannot fail to intervene if we are to avoid
anarchy in matters of production, the central power should el ab-
orate a general program of African production, after consultzv
tion with the territories and exam nation of their possibilities.
(The creation in Africa of an Institute for Agricultural Re-
searches, sort of a superior technical advisor to Admi nistrations
and private enterprises, was al so approved, as was approved the
proposition relative to the distribution of nbdern agricultura
equi prent to native farners. -

|" The outline of what will be the French Policy in Africa has

al ready been drawn: decentralization in the field of ztdtninistizt-
tive and political affairs, which goes hand in hand with a rapid
evol ution guided by local adnministrators, and centralization in
the field of economic and technical affairs, which is explained by
the still total lack of unity and of neans proper to the African
27

territories.
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(Condensed f10m COLONI AL POLICIES IN AFRICX In 11
APPENDI X F

African Popul afion Siafisiics
for political units included in ea(h alea.)
Tr r7110 1ly
British

West Africa

East Africa

Sout h Afri ca.

North East Africa
French
"lierritorics

T erritories
Belgian ’"licrritorics
Por t uguese
Territories .......
Spani sh Territories.
1121112111 Territories.
| ndependent

T erritories .......
"I'imuu. FOR AFRI CA
Size in

Squaw

Ml es

3, 802, 000

530591

1,002 , 051
1123211158

1, 035. 500

4,002. 78;

919, 851

799418. 11

155. 80

889.1 12

776, 000

11. 344019

Natizm

Palm/ (1 -

lion

5914421918

27 .508 70
152451913

10. 000. 852

() (187.577

361199. 988

13, 428, 613
8.517.738

1,000.53 If)

2. 25.025

27.2 19 000

148293. 801

A. Wcschhof f .

Eur opean 0, ( Of
Popul a- Lura-

11’ 071 peans
2,154,663 3.56

10, 499 .04

441119 39

2.099. 477 7.00

568 . 008

1.6(i (3,159 .1. 10
3111259 938

88,5 ., , 1.02
(15,615 (1.10

151, 844 5-9

59, 300 .22

1. 217. 270 2.76
215111117

Pnpul a-

tion



367-984

1,216

159’

204.678

11.192

714

29, 665

10(

L

F;

)F

See next page
Total Dmsity

61, 965, 556 16.2
27,5 r20, 291 51.9
13449907 15-4

12. 305007 9.9

6, 690, 360 6.5
3711771339 9-51
13, 460, 466 14.6

8, 665, 953 10.8
1.066.134 7.9
2.570.869 2.9
27.3,,;08 300 355.2
15,2,910. 626 13.4



The Polifical Divisions of Africa

(Territorics 2111c colonies Or protectorates unless otherw se indi-
cated. They are listed in order of size, beginning with |argest.)
BrlT/ish West African Territories: N geria (and Cameroon, Man-
date), Gold Coast (and Togo, Mandate), Sierra Leone,

Ganbi a.

British East African Territories: Taganyi ka (Mandate), Northern
Rhodesi a, Kenya, Uganda, Nyasal and, Zanzi bar (I nterna-

tional Protectorate), Penba Islands, (lInternational Protec-
101late).

British South African Territories: Union of South Africa (Do-

m ni on), South West Africa (Mandate), Bechuanal and, Sout h-

ern Rhodesia (Sel f-governing Col ony), Basnol and, Swazi-

| and.

British North East African Territories: Anglo-Egyptian Sudan
(Condomi nion), British Sonaliland.

Frcmh Territories: French West Africa (and Togo. Mandate),

French North Africa (Departnment and Col ony), French

Equatorial Africa, French Caneroon (Mandate). French

Somal i | and.

Belgian Tmirz'lorirs: Bel gian Congo, Ruanda-Urundi (Mandate).
Portuguese Territories: Angola and Cabi nda, Mzanbi que,

Portuguese Gui nea, Sao Tone and Pri nci pe.

Spanish Terril()1'i('s: Riode Oo and Ifni, Spanish Mrocco (In-
ternational Protectorate), Spanish GQuinea (Rio M1111). Fer-

nzndo PO and |sl ands, Tangier (International 7.0110).

Italian Territories: Libya, Italian Somalilznd. Eritrea

I ndr/ Mhdrnt Tchi/orics: Egypt (Mnarchy), Ethiopia (M11-

; 1171’ 1111) . Liberia (Republic).

| NDEX

Ahi czm peopl es” 1010 111 dcvclop- 1.L.O. 8. 19. 23, 39

1110111. 7, 18-19. 25. 28. 48 Liberia, 15. 16, 24, 33. 39. .12
8121712111116 Conference, 11. 20, .117 If. Organized | abor, role of, 8, 9,
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(1010111211 boundaries. 15. 2.1 23, 27, 47

Color 1111, 8, 23, 47 Regional federations, 15-16, 20, 23
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Forced | abor, 8. 1.1. 22, 26-27 |711lion of South Africa, 8, 14, 15,
I ndustrial devel Contm 16. 18. 23. 26, 44-45

24, 25. 28-29. 41, 43. 49 US. colonial policy, 20, 41, 43

I nternational collaboration for co- LES. |eadership. necessity for, 7, 21
| onial progress, 6-7. 11, 15. 17-21. US. relationship to Africa, 8, 10,
24, 25, 28, 45. .19 21, 23, 32 1L, 39 R

23,



APPENDI X 6
Sel ected Bibliogra phy
Anti-Slavery 21nd Aborigines Protection Society, an International
Col oni al Convention. London, May, 1943.
Barnes, Leonard, The Duty of Empire, Gollancz, London.
Benson, W, A Peoples Peace in the Col onies, International
Labour Review, XLVII (1943), 1-28.
British Labour Party, The Col onies, The Labour Partyhs Post
War Policy for the African and Pacific Col onies. London,
Mar ch, 1943.
Browder, Earl, Teheran, Qur Path in War and Peace (Chapt. 7).
New York, 1944.
Christian Action in Africa. Report of the Church Conference 011
African Affairs. Africa Conmmttee of the Foreign M ssions
Conference of North America, 1942.
Foster, H. W and Bacon, E. V., Walth for Wl fare. London,
Macmi | | an, 1943.
Gardi ner, Kweku Attah, hAfrican Opinion and Wrld Peace?
The Negro Quarterly, Wnter, 1943.
Hail ey Lord, An African Survey. A Study of Problens Arising
in Africa South of the Sahara. London, 1938.
————————— , The Future of Col onial Peoples. Princeton Uni-
versity Press. 1944,
Hi nden, Rita, Plan for Africa. A Report prepared for the C010-
nial Bureau of the Fabian Society. G Alen & Unwin, Lon-
don, 1941.

and others, Freedom for Col oni al Peoples. Peace
Ai ms Panmphl et NO. 11, London, National Peace Council,
1942. (Universal Distribution Conpany, New Yor k)
t’Intcrnational Action and the Col onies. Report of a Conmmittee
of the Fabi an Col oni al Bureau." Fabian Publications, Re-
search Series, No. 75, London, Septenber, 1943.
I nternational Labour O fice, M nimm Standards of Social Pol -
icy in Dependent Territories, Montreal, 1944.
MacM I lzm W M, Denocratise the Empire. A Policy of Colo-
nial Reform London, 1941.
Mai sel, A. Q Africa, Facts and Forecasts. New York, 1943.
Pittman, John, "Africa Against the Axis," The Negro Quarterly,
Fall, 1942.
Universities Commttee on Post-War International Problens,
Problem | X, Col anz’ es and Dependent Areas. An Anal ysis
and Sumary of Replies. Boston, 1944,
W eschhoff, H A, Colonial Policies in Africa. University of
Pennsyl vani a Press. 1944.
Yergan, Max, Africa in the War. Council 011 African Affairs.
New York, 1943.
52



PROGRAM

of the
COUNCI L ON AFRI CAN AFFAI RS
The Council, nowin its seventh year, exists for the purpose

of dissem nating accurate information concerning Africa and its
peopl e, and of directing public opinion toward furthering such
policies and interests as are consistent with the needs and aspira-
tions of Africans and with international security.

This it does through foruns and public neetings, which have

been held in every section of the country, through its nonthly
bull etin, New Africa, and other publications, and through its
press rel ease service

Since the outbreak of Wrld War Il the Council has advo-

cated and petitioned for the general arm ng of Africans and the
i medi ate renoval of economic, social and political restrictions
whi ch hinder the full participation of Africzfs mllions and the
full utilization of that continentis i nmense resources in the fight
agai nst fascism

The of hcers of the Council have this year consulted with
officials of the Departnment of State regarding this governmentis
policies in relation to Africa. They have kept in close contact
with oHicials of European governnents with African col onies,

and sonme of those officials were present at the April 14 Confer-
ence. They submitted reconmendati ons regarding policy for
dependent territories to the Conference of the Internationa
Labor Organi zation held recently in Philadel phia and foll owed

cl osely the proceedi ngs of that Conference. The Council has

also in recent nonths attenpted to rally the support of progres-
sive organi zati ons behind such specific canpaigns of the African
people as that for the abolition of the Pass Systemin the Union
of South Africa.

Now, with the prospect of victory near, the Council is seeking
to enlist the wi dest possible endorsenent and support of pro
posal s for quickly bringing post-war Africa within the worl d-
orbit of a nodern econony of abundance and of a denocratic
soci al order.

(See list of oficers and nenbers on page 36)



Qurs |Is the Decision

Back to the old world of inperialist rivalries, colonial stag-
nati on, and mass unenpl oynment for America and other indus-
trially advanced countries;-or forward into the world of the
United Nations with the conmon ai mof raised |iving standards,
econom ¢ security and denocracy for all peopl es?

W1l Africa continue to be known as the "Dark Continent?

i sol ated fromthe worl dhs progress, or will her 150 nillion people
share in and contribute to the general advancenent of denoc-
racy?

The Council on African Affairs believes that the principles and
policies set forth in this Conference Report provide the sound
basi s for guaranteeing the proper answers to these questions.
THE COUNCI L URGES MAXI MUM SUPPORT OF THE ,

CONFERENCE' S FI NDI NGS

- Gve themthe w dest publicity through every possi bl e channel
-CGet your trade union, church, school, club or conmunity
organi zation to devote a neeting to the discussion of Africa
and the place of colonial peoples in the post-war world.

-Send resolutions sinmlar to the nmajor resolution of the Con-
ference to President Roosevelt and Secretary of State Cordel
Hul | .

KEEP ABREAST of facts, events and policies relating to

Africa-

SUBSCRIBE to the nonthly bulletin of the Council -

NEW AFRI CA

(3 1.00 per year)

FURTHER THE WORK of the Council by beconing an

associ ate nenber ($2.00 m ni mum per year, including
subscription to bulletin).

For further information wite:

THE COUNCI L ON AFRI CAN AFFAIRS. Inc.

23 West 26th Street. New York 1O N Y.



