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' Thequest by kwaNdebele’s rulers 
for independence has survived one 
major legal challenge, but an- 
other substantial court contest is 

pending. 
At the same time kwaNdebele’s - 

Chief Minister, Mr Majozi Mah- 
langu, and the Ministers of Justice 
and Finance, face charges of as- 
sault. 

Last week the Appeal Court re- 
jected an application by the Le- 
bowa government for the excision 
of Moutse from Lebowa to be de- 
clared unlawful: 

Moutse was ceded to kwaNde- 
bele in December 1985, having 
been excised from Lebowa in 
1980. It constitutes a third of kwa- 
Ndebele and about two-fifths of 
its population. 
If Lebowa’s application against 

the 1980 excision had succeeded, 
only a truncated kwaNdebele 
would have been eligible for inde- 
pendence. 

A second challenge, however, is 
looming before five judges of the 
Appeal Court. The appellant is 
Chief Gibson Tlokwe Mathebe, 
chairman of the Moutse Regional 
Authority. He is representing trib- 
al leaders and popular organisa-- 

| tions in Moutse. 
The kernel of the pendmg ap- 

peal is that Proclamation 227 of 

New court battle looms for the kwaNdebele 

Chief Minister of \ 
kwaNdebele, Mr Majozi 
Mahlangu (right) does not 
seem to have much to 

- smile about at the 
moment. He and two of his 
ministers face assault 
charges, and another a 
major legal battle over 
Moutse before five judges 
of the Appeal Court. This 
report from PATRICK 
LAURENCE. 
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31 December 1985, under which 
Moutse was transferred to kwa- 
Ndebele, is invalid because it dis- 
regards considerations of ethni- 
city. 

Moutse’s 120000 residents are 
largely North Sotho, who com- 
prise about 50 percent of the pop- 
ulation. The South Ndebele, for 
  

  

whom kwaNdebele was estab- 
lished as a “homeland”, constitute 
only 12 percent. 

Chlef Mathebe, represented by 
Professor John Dugard and Mr 
Edwin Cameron, of the Centre for 
Applied Legal Studies, contends 
that the transfer of Moutse to 

  

kwaNdebele is contrary to the 
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“apartheid statutes”, partlcularly 
the Promotion of Black Self-Gov- 
ernment Act of 1958 and the Na- 
tional States Constitution Act of 
1971. 

These laws were desngned to 
give practical expression to the 
apartheid or separate develop- 
‘ment policy of giving each black 

(e and_ependence lobby | 

“national unit” or “volkseenheid” 
its own self-governing territory or 
“homeland”. 

There are nine recognised 
black national-units. The North 
Sotho make up one: the Ndebele 
another. Each has its own “home- 
land”, except the Xhosa, who for 
historical but not necessarily logi- 

  

      

    
cally consistent reasons, have two. 

Against that ba Chief 
Mathebe contends: “The National 
States Constitution Act does not 
authorise the incorporation of a 
substantially-sized territory pre- 
dominantly occupied by members 
of one statutorily recognised 
national unit into the territory of 
 



   



Why black 

1s /f asfionable 

THEfashionof&ewmmlnthetownshipisblack. 
That doesn’t mean they like the colour, but rather 

“that they have lost someone dear in their lives: those 
brothmtbatmatheflhavebm‘ied.ltwwldbemdfl-. 
ferent for me for another one — and me — todie. 

We are aware that we live under a p  state of 
emergency. It is there all the time. 
circled by barbed wire in our minds and . 

A soldier is supposedly a patriot. He’s ready to die 
torhlseountrylfitiSattackedbytheenemy And yet 

‘rlghtmdeclaretheGovez'nmentflpenenry 
‘We're sick and tired of being tear-gassed, 

with dogs. baton-charged, shot at and detained. . 
Black people have made it clear, their objection to 

apartheid and the system of Government has been | 
made clear to everybody. There are people dead and in 
exile, in prison, and still dying. White people have not, 
at least not enough for me, shown, practically, their 
objection to the present system of Go their 
objection to apartheid. 

It’s not enough forwhltessimplytosay-vmeabhm' 
apartheid. They must vote it, too. Buteveryflflngis 
ppening so late that it all adppean 

t's supposed to press us i 
stronger and angry, and bitter, but I'm 
and it can no longer hurt me. But if it 

. my brother and I bury him, I will continue the 
The bottom line is a free South Africa. : 

Give me my freedom 
and there are many ques- 
tions that would not arise. 
Also be aware that there 
are two forces operating 

~here — the liberated - 
forces and the forces of op- 
pression. They counter 
each other on everything 
they do, they work against 
each other all the time. We 
are the people in the cen- 
tre that suffer pressure 
from both sides. 

We have to be free first, - 
then all the other tricky 
questions will not matter if 
we solve the beginning of 
the problem. 

Until peop! trg: citizenship and their birthright to 
their country, problems will present themselves. 

There are two options. That we working totally, 
stop going to school, stop going to church, stop doing 
plays and pick up arms and go to war — declaring the 
white people the enemy and fight with stones, with 
spades, with spears with guns, with anything we have 
and stage a total onslaught. 

But we are sensible enough, we have a deep rever- 
ence for life and we have great faith in humanity 
and in ourselves that we can come together and solve 
our problems. We also want to be part of a free South 
Africa, all of us. When we go to school and we have to 
drink of that terrible Bantu Education, which creates 
nothing but learned servants out of us, we are aware of 
it. We try and de-educate ourselves. We know the war 
ison,butthatdounotme&nthatlifestops. ; 

' Whatever happens in the townships is left to the dis- 
cretion of whites whose sole duty seems to be to 
suppress any kind of activity, there is a network of 
security people, trying to kill any wouldbe plant that 

t make people aware. 
ere are certain issues that are important: p‘eople 

~ must stay alive, work must be done. Even in the 
arts, we know there isn’t a single theatre in any 
South African townships. It’s a sin, it’s a disgrace. 

The press should display, in a more positive way, 
greater awareness that we are going to have to Ve 
together in this , sometime or another, when is 
not the issue, but it is gomg to happen. There’s going to 
beahellofaconfimtatxonbetweenblackandwh:telf 
something is not done now. 

The minor changes mean very little. It’s strange 
how little this country has changed. I'm sick and tired 
of the little changes. Is it solving the problem? Until we 
are given the right to feel proud and be part of this 
country’s everything, we will have nothing. 
Ihavebeguntoreahsethateverywhitenmnina 

suit is not an army soldier off duty. ! 
I say to those white racists who still perpetuate 

the policies of racism, who still OPel'petuate apartheid 
— because it is in the centre of their beliefs that I 

‘aminfenor——lneedtoovemomeyouanbeforel 
cangoon. . : ] 
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Police claim to have struck again 
against the African National Con- 

gress, 'HE3TAR 10/10/87 
Still reeling from recent setbacks in the 

Western Cape, the organisation has had 
cells smashed in Pretoria and Soweto, its 
activities uncovered, and 16 of its mem- 
bers arrested, police said. 

The latest arrests bring the number of al- 
leged ANC insurgents arrested in the Cape 
and Transvaal recently to 49 — including Miss 
Jenny Schreiner (30), daughter of University of 
Natal = vice-principal - Professor = Denyse 
chrein-r. 7~ : 

* Police jiz e also said that they have killed 37 suspect- 
ed ANC insurgents since January 1. 

Some of the alleged Transvaal. insurgents were 
trained in the Pango camp in Angola before being infil- 

. trated into South Africa, police said. 
ANC members were linked to a series of terror at- 

tacks in Pretoria townships and the Sandton area and 
had been sought since December 1985. 

Police have also revealed that their alleged leader 
was shot-dead ina hand - —— === ————+ 
grenade attack at an SAP 
roadblock in Buccleuch, 

_Sandton, on September 2. 
Large quantities of 

arms and ammunition, in- 
cluding limpet mines, hand 
grenades, dynamite and 
anti-personnel mines, were 
seized during the opera- 
tion, said Commissioner of 
Police General Hennie de 
Witt. 

He said the arrests were 
made over the past three 
weeks and included 12 
trained insurgents, two 
trainee insurgents and two 
collaborators. 

The arrests were made 
after police uncovered the 
underground activities of 
an insurgent unit in Soweto 
and Mamelodi and Soshan- 
guve near Pretoria. 

General de Witt said the 
group was allegedly in- 
volved in these attacks: 

'@ December 14 1985 — 
Hand grenade attack on 
the home of Detective Ser- 
geant Sithole in which Mr 
Peter Mabena was wound- 
ed. 

@ Avgust 7 1987 — Hand 
grenade and AK-47 attack 
on the home of Detective 
Warrant-Officer ~ Hlong- | 
wane in which he was in- 
jured. The alleged leader 
of the group was 
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