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NOT TOO PROUD
I have just finished reading my issue of "Liberation,11 and have also seen 

the appeal forfunds* I think what has caused many African papers to close 
down in the past was lack of funds, and pride on their part to appeal to 
readers for help. It is the wish — a burning wish — of every African today 
to Fee a strong p~esa that will champian their cause and blow the myth of
\vh i e  supremacy sky-high,

“The least that I can do to help towards that is to become an agent nf 
’Liberation” I shall want no commission. My payment will be ihc know- 
Idge that I am lending a hand in the drive to FREEDOM/'

f *Me-s like this, from Mr* J. Anthony, an African reader in Woodstock, an* 
I! tin reward which the “Liberation” staff (volunteers all) ask fori May

we say in êply that we aHe NOT too proud to ask our readers for help. In
fyrt ŵ  must emphaadae the point that we cannot continue to publi?h 
"Liberation" without thfiir financial support.

A We appeal to agents to send in mon^y for copies sold and to return 
unsold copies without delay.

9  We appeal to readers to ■ subscribe for six or twelve months, :nul tu 
get others to do likewise.

9  We hope you will like our new cover and the extra four pages — Imt
if you want further improvement» you must assist \>y ending in ;i donation
today.

LIBERATION PRINTING FUN1)

We acknowledge with thanks and appreciation fthe following donations 
received since the last issue was printed: Dr Y. M. Dadoo £1» "TVmoerat," 
Johannesburg, 10»-. Phyllis Altman 10s.F August total: £6,
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PROSPECTS FOR PEACE
»

■

*\Vhnt U the future of tin' Protectorates under the Hntidi 
(lowniuioaty * . . South A frit-ii cannot tolerate tin* creation of 
free mid iiic]«*p<̂ uifikiit Native >tutus on its borders . . . South 
Afl ira's putHice i* 1h*Ïiijí oxhnibtH,'1

Dr. I). I4\ .Millit 11. Mouse of AmhiiHv. August IK li*53.
1

(\u!ííjv#s ilechircs that tin* policy of rmt1 discriiumit'on pur­
sued !>y the Am til African <invcrmncnt constitute a breach *-f 
tlio Tiiiorfs obligations under the lT.N\ Charter, and a threat tci 
tt’orhl |wec.*'

- -Ht solution of fhe South Afr'cm JVice Congress.
August 2:1* IÍloft*

A S  recently us six months ago. the opinicni that a third global war 
wus imminent and inevitable wits freely being expressed^! all levels 

in Srmtli Afrit'ïi and other countries of the capitalist world. The great 
powers seemed irreconcilably separated into two armed camps. It 
appeared that the fighting jn Korea would drag on endlessly, with 
the continual menace of some MacArtlmrite General using it as a 
spark to ignite the wtjrld, Kverv Soviet approach towards an overall 
negotiation of differences among the big powei**wan derided as another 
**peace offensive” and summarily rejected* Hie confidence and per­
sistence of the members of the pence movement in their campaigns 
for a "Big Five" jfeace pact rallied and inspired thousands to fight 
against war, hut many* we fear* even among their admirers and sup- 
jxirtera* had begun to feel that their task was hopeless, that the cold- 
war line-up had hardened into a permanent mould.

Tint the past six months has seen far-reaching changes in inter­
national affairs. The renewed, vigorous SovietApeaee initiative that 
began in March has inade a decisive impact on public opinion in all 
countries, Tt- came at a time when thê burdens of* armaments and 
war prepaialions were becoming intolerable. At Inst, the overwhelm­
ing desire of the peoples fô  peace broke through* compelling their 
statesmen to take heed, and exposing overnight the unstable character 
of the aggressive European war alliance America has laboured for the 
past eight years to build.

In May came CljiirchillV dramatic call for big-power yIÍscussíoiis 
“ on the highest level*" and “ without- long delay." The response of 
public opinion in all countries, including the United States, was 
immediate, enthusiastic. To Dulles’ astonishment and anger.
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America’s tame "allies" began speaking up like men, demanding 
acceptance of the latest North Korean proposals for agreement on war 
prisoners and a cease fire. The prophets of doom were confounded; 
the correctness of the line of the peace movement strikingly confirmed. 
A mighty wave of hope surged through the world, that this was the 
end of the nerve-racking, ruinous period of "cold war"; the beginning 
of a bright era of peace and prosperity.

Counter Offensive

The same events that filled the people with hope, filled those who 
had gambled their future on continued war-preparations with fear and 
dismay. TT:̂  fascists and arms racketeers who today dictate the policy 
of the United States know that their power and influence cannot 
survive the ending of war hysteria. America’s gauleiters abroad— 
Bhee. Chiang, Adenauer—fear talk of a peace settlement as the devil 
is said to fear holy water. The end of the cold war means the end of 
them, and they know it. The entire resources of this desperate gang 
of international pyromaniacs were thrown into an all-out counter 
offensive, to halt the "threat" of peace and stoke up anew the fires 
of war.

To some extent, they succeeded.

Churchill’s call for talks with Russia was side-tracked by Eisen­
hower's proposal for a "preparatory" conference at Bermuda, without 
Russia—indeed, it may be said, against Russia. And when Churchill’s 
illness put even the proposed Bermuda conference into cold storage, 
the West European Foreign Ministers were summoned to Washington 
and lined up to issue yet another of the futile, routine ultimatums to 
the Soviet Union, proposing a meeting of Foreign Ministers about 
the German questiou, on terms known in advance to be^unacceptable. 
Id Korea. Syngman Rhee. deliberately and with American connivance, 
get himself to sabotage the agreement on war prisouers and hence, he 
hoped, on the cease-fire.

In Berlin and Eastern Europe the Americans gave the signal for 
what they fondly hoped would be a tremendous civil war, involving 
the Soviet Union itself, and putting an end to all talk of negotiations. 
Millions of dollars had been spent on building up an elaborate 
machinery of espionage, sabotage and subversion in Europe. No doubt, 
in order to justify their receipt of these dollars, America's agents had 
built up an encouraging picture of crumbling governments, starving 
masses on the verge of revolt, warring factions and internal chaos— 
a picture whieh their employers would be only too eager to accept as 
the truth. That picture turned out to be utterly false. The "revolu­
tion” turned out to be a damp squib. Tet, inflated by propaganda out 
of all resemblance to the facts, the reports of "trouble behind the 
iron curtain" played their part in delaying and sabotaging peace nego­
tiations, and keeping America's satellites at heel.
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The Turn of the Tide

But the tide is running against the war party. Their "successes'’ 
were temporary and illusory. Ignoring Syngman R bee’s provocation, 
the North Koreans and Chinese returned to the conference table at 
Pan Mtin Jon, this time to negotiate an agreement and sign a cease­
fire. The net practical outcome of the adventures in Germany and 
Eastern Europe is that the Amcricons have exposed their principal 
agents, weaknesses have been discovered in t-ime and set to rights, 
dangerous elements of the Beria type removed, and the stability and 
internal prestige of the Governments substantially reinforced.

The tide is running towards peace. The people are turning their 
backs on war. That is the" meaning of the great strikes that have 
swept France—basically, strikes against the Government’s war and 
coloni »1 policy end the intolerable burden of armaments borne on the 
Backs of the workers,, That is the meaning of the fall of Washington’s 
rnnn in Italy, de Gasperi. For the first time since Ernest Bevin sacri­
ficed British indepcudeuee for "Marshall Aid," we have seen Britain 
openly challenging American leadership at the U.N\ General Assembly 
on a major issue: not just whether the Soviet Union and India should 
be seated at the Korea conference, hut fundamentally whether Rhee 
and Dulles should he allowed to get away again with the manoeuvre 
of June, and plunge the Far East—perhaps the whole world— 
into war. The aggressive and infinitely perilous character of American 
foreign policy has never before been so universally understood and 
condemned. Indeed, even the columns of the capitalist newspapers, 
which have hitherto regarded this matter as striGtly tahoo, have at 
Inst, cautiously, begun to reflect what informed opinion has long 
understood.

On August 27. “ The Slar” featured, in the mosi prominent posi­
tion on the front page, mi article by its Special Correspondent in 
London, criticising the American Government for its "appeasement 
of Svngnian lihee.

“ It if mi unilispiitnblo ami publicly established fact that Smith 
Komi wants war . . , Dr, Hhee’s nim in the unification of nil Korea 
under hi:» authority, am] , . . this nim cannot he realise*} by a limited 
war but only by an unlimited war against China which in turn would 
Ih* likely to lead to a world war,

“All tills is cli'iir cut ami simple. ^What is . . . highly mysterious 
aud difficult to understand is the American attitude. Two explanations 
are possible. One would be that America herself had decided on war;
the other that America, fearing war. and seeing Dr. lthee bent on-it.

m* other way of ci»ntrollin|r him than »p|H<asinu him," (Our 
emphasis.)

Wlint is highly mysterious ntid difficult to understand is the 
inclining of the second “explanation” quoted. And wind is clear cut 
and simple is the fact that Syngman Rhcc dors not and cannot open 
his month without pmmpling from Washington. Yet, after over 
seven years of servih adulation of American policy by the “ Star” and 
tin* rest <>f tin1 daily press, in which every Stale Department propa­
ganda handoul r.hout Hit* "free world" was reverently presented as
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a latter-day gospel, we are not so -much disappointed1 to find the 
“ Star” presenting-only half the truth as we are delighted -£-o .ibid it
presenting any truth at all. It is as though a littje fresh air were
admitted to a stuffy, smoke-filled ropVn.

Beware of Illusions

Two. i Hus ions slrould- he avoided.-
f  * "i * V ” * 1 ‘
The-first is that the rulers of the British Kmpire have suddenly

been transformed into doves o i?peaee. Far from it. The cruel war 
on the villages continues in M ft lava; new reinforcements have beet 
despatched to participate in the' Kenya man-hunt; and as we write 
fresh news comes of the opening of u new chapter of imperialist vio­
lence to force the Federation plan upon the unwilling Africans of 
Xvasa’and. Britain’s julers have not-renounced war; but they havo 
awakened- to thH harsh reality that American global war' strategy and" 
plans spell ruination to them— and also, that under cover of. the loud­
mouthed slogans of “ containing Communism,’’ American agencies 
are quietly and steadily sapping British interests in every corner of 
the world. A vivid illustration is the neat double-cross which the 
Americans have just put across their "allies” ift Iran.

The second illusion is to imagine that the megalomaniacs who 
plotted the "cold War” will now capituhite to the massive demand f»r 
negotiations. On the eontrhrv. faced with the bankruptcy and the 
impending collapse of the whole “ X.A .T .O .,” “ K .D .C ..” “ Middle 
East Alliance” edifice they have so'painfully erected, we must expect 
further desperate and dangerous manoeuvres .from them.

W hen Mr. Malenkov made his dramatic announcement about the 
Soviet hydrogen bomb, the <fllicial American reaction was not, at last, 
to accept the Russian proposals, reiterated since 1046, for the pro­
hibition of ntomic weapons under international supervision and con­
trol. Instead we had the same alarmist talk about “ stepping up 
defence expenditure.” yet higher taxation, yet farther measures to 
transfer the American economy on to a lull war basis.

But to million's in \merica and throughout the world it is becom­
ing daily clearer and more obvious that this line erf policy is a counsel 
of doom, that braggadocio and competition in developing yet more 
terrible engines of destruction can have only one ending. For the 
sake *>f human survival, another path must be found. The path of 
peaceful settlement, disarm ament, international trade and co-operation.

Within Our Grasp

Never were the opportunities greater for the world peace move­
ment to make a decisive impact on world history. Never was the 
need more urgent and crucal. In  truth, as the convening call for the 
first- South African Peace Congress announced. “ Peace is within Our 
Grasp.”
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Against this world background, the Congress was a notable land* 
mark in the development of the peace movement in this country, 
uniting the pioneer groups of the Transvaal, the Cape and Natal, in 
the new South African Peace Council; bringing together for the first 
time delegates from the national executives of the African and Indian 
Congresses, the S.A. Labour Party, and a representative cross-section 
of progressive trade unions and people’s organisations, from different 
parts and different nationalities of the country, in the sacred cause 
of peace.

The Congress did more than to lay firm organisational foundations 
.for the rapid expansion of the peace movement which is now so press* 
ingly demanded. I t  also laid down in its resolutions the broad, main 
principles of policy which are essential for the growth of the move­
ment in the particular circumstances of South Africa. Prior to the 
Congress, much time had been expended in controverting the views 
of a small group of sectarians, who harboured the view that the move­
ment should be restricted to a narrow circle of "active peace workers", 
in isolation from the main body of organised progressive forces. The 
Congress decisively rejected such views. The constitution of the new 
national Peace Council provides for the association of democratic 
mass organisations standing together with it against war. The Con­
gress recognised, too, that mass support can only be won on the larger 
issues of world peace when these are shown to be related to the pro­
blems uppermost in the people's minds: the problems of Africa and 
of our Government’s policy.

9

Adopted by an overwhelming majority, the resolutions of the 
Congress provide a clear statement of policy which will rally the 
unconditional support of all who honestly seek to work for peace.

* *
.  1 l I _ * 
Mafanism a Threat to Peace

Added point and emphasis is given to these resolutions by a 
review of the speech on external policy made by the Prime Minister 
earlier in August. "Dr. Malan, it is true, made formal gestures in 
support of the decision of the Commonwealth Prime Ministers in June, 
when, according to the communiqué, they "reviewed the state of 
relations with the Soviet Union find agreed thnt no opportunity should 
be lost of composing, or at least easing, the differences which at 
present divide the world.” He acknowledged the right of any people 
to choose their own form of government— even a Communist govern­
ment-provided, of course, as he made clear in the same speech, that 
the term “ people” is defined like “ employees” in the Industrial Con­
ciliation Act-r: to exclude Africans, inside or outside the Union.

*  ' ____________ *  ^  - I

The essential content of Dr. Malan *s speech, however, bears out 
in detail the charges made by the Peace Congress, and by the Afrioan 
and Indian Congresses in their memorandum to the United Nations 
Commission on South Africa, that his Government’s policy is a threat



In peace* His militant “ Africa Charter * is a declaration of war on 
tin* aspirations of the millions of people of this continent* HU crude 
and insulting attacks on the Governments of Tmlia and the Gold Coast 
will hardly serve the purpose of “ composing and easing differences/* 
And his remarks about the Protectorates, quoted nfc the head of this 
article, are irresistibly reminiscent of that notorious speech on the
Czech Kudctenland made bv another dictatorial leader some fifteen

t

voura ago.

This aggressive foieign policy is tin» reverse side of tin* autocratic 
homo policy of the (internment. ft cannot tolerate democratic liber­
ties at lioinc: nor in the Protectorates or up North. It- is accustomed 
to insult 11011-whites here; we are not surprised at the unbecoming 
tone it adopts towards the *'Kaffir" Nkrumah or the “ Coolie” Nebru.

To the Government, the movement, for peace seems as “dan- 
jferous" as the democratic and trade union movements. Within the 
hH!iii> week Mr. Swart causes proscribing letters to be delivered to 
Abram Fischer, expelling him from the Peace Council, and to Arnold 
Selby, expelling him from his trade union. W ithin a fortnight of the 
first National Peace Congress, five of its most prominent figures are 
banned : Hilda Watts, Dan Tloome, Cecil Williams .Nelson Mandela 
ancT Alan Lipman.

* * ■

By the same token* all who struggle against tins Government for a 
democratic South Africa arc* in their own way, striking a blow ayuinst 
ivur. A sign of the maturity and development of the, national libera- 
lion and labour movements in our country is precisely their growing 
awareness of the importance of the struggle for a negotiated settle­
ment of international difference»*

B  j  giving organised and vocal expression to this consciousness 
the new South African Peace Council will he able to auld fresh rein­
forcements to the work) peace movement at a critical, indeed decisive, 

neriod*
* $ * $ *

Having invited the Liberal Party to submit a reply to Mr. Man­
dela's article which appeared in our .June issue, we felt under some 
obligation to publish Professor T. W . Price s article, which appears 
on another page. Headers will judge for themselves the merits of
siu-h ......... ents as lie Advances. We must, however, dissociate our- ,
selves from his method of substituting personal Ínmieiulo for reasoned 
debate, and in particular from the imputation contained in his final 
sentence, for which we wish to state there is 110 basis either in the 
article or in the political activity of Mr. Mandela, who is a well-known 
leader of the African National Congress. A paragraph, irrelevant we 
consider to the body of the article, bus been omitted. This consisted 
of a series of sweeping and hiphly contentious assertions about an 
organisation which is no longer in existence. As any reply or defence
. ^ , -I i 1 . 1!_______1 ___1.1 __i. 1,.....11,- lw.,y any contributor who disagreed could not legally he printed, we 
considered it incompatible with «air function as a journal of democrat)* 

disetission to publish it.
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AFRICA AND WORLD PEACE
By N ELSON MANDELA

PV K N T S mm* taking place in Africa constitute the most serious 
threat to peace, and the freedom of the people of this Continent 

Here in Africa the world may well face a major eruption of the worst 
type. For years now, the Capitalist countries have lived on raw 
materials and cheap labour from Asia and Africa. The rise of the 
national liberation movements in Asia and the Pacific Regions and 
the loss of those vast countries as war bases and centres for invest­
ment have forced the imperial powers to turn their eyes to Africa. 
Tt is here that we have rich deposits of gold, diamonds and uranium. 
A few figures taken from the United Nations “ Review of Economic 
Conditions in Africa lO-iO-lOiSO” reveal the following position in regard 
to Africa’s share in world production of the undermentioned minerals: 

h i

Columbia ............. 99%
Diamonds ......................  98%
t’obalt ......................  *0%

Goid ... ... ...
*<*

Our continent produces sisal, palm oil. cocoa, coffee and other pro 
ducts. It is in Africa that we have vast supplies of land and cheap 
labour. The population of Africa is roughly 198,00(1,000, 07 per cent, 
of which comprises the indigenous people. Being without any strong 
trade union movement, the people of Africa are exposed to the most 
vicious and cruel forms of colonial exploitation. It is this situation 
that makes the danger of war in Africa very real and close.

Here the imperinl powers of Britain, Belgium. France. Holland. 
Portugal and Spain have cither their chief or their only colonial 
dependencies. The internal contradictions and conflicts within this 
imperial camp are broadening daily. In their drive for ever greater 
profits, these imperial nations vie fiercely with one another for mono­
poly control of raw materials and markets. The intensification of 
the armaments drive and war preparations, and more and more inter­
ference b.v the United States of America in the affairs of its satellites, 
now arouse the dissatisfaction of the riding circles of those countries. 
I ’nder the guise of defence against Communism, the United States 
ts in fact eliminating British influence from vast areas of the Pacific. 
The struggle between the United States and Britain is sharpening 
daily. The countries of the aggressive Atlantic bloc are in danger of 
losing their national independence as a result of American interference 
in their domestic affairs. In their mad lust for markets and profits, 
these imperial powers will not hesitate to cut one another’s throats, 
to break the peace, to drench millions of innocent people in blood and 
to bring misery and untold suffering to humanity, fn other words.
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the rivalries amongst these oolontal powers contain the seeds of an 
extremely dangerous situation to peace and security In Africa.

Africa as a War Qase

To protect their markets and investments, to crush the national 
liberation movements anti forestall the rise of revolutionary demo­
cracy in Africa, America and her satellites have established military' 
bases all over the Continent. America has land, sea and air bases 
in • Morocco, Libya and Saudi Arabia. There are British military 
bases in Egypt, East Africa, Somaliland and the Sudan. Field Mar­
shal Wilson, the Supreme Allied Commander in the Mediterranean in 
1944, writi in “ Optima” of June lUóS, put the matter very clearly :

. tlie spread of Communism to China anti I he unrrrtain political 
pit nation in other countries in the Far East aro bound to hnre the 
effect of contracting the tourers of supply of certain raw materials 
necessary fur the manufacture of armaments/ which \vil! result rn; the 
intensification of prospecting and development in Africa/7

■ •  u  *

According to him the role of the two Rhodesias and Kenya should 
be to protect and develop sea communications; to be ready to send 
forces overseas; to develop its industries to maximum capacity for 
war needs. To do this, he says, it would bo necessary for the three 
colonics to come under one central e,ommand. ín 1ÍÍ46, the London 
"Daily Mail” made the position equally clear:

*  *
*  -  *  *  *  + J  » -B "  •  ■ ■** ■

I  *  '  *  ■

“The British decision td quit Palestine, Jtarma'ft secession from the 
Commonwealth, the weakening of t lie ties wit!» India and tïi® uncer­
tain tv of Britain's tenure in Fgypt have hastened the adoption of 
plans for a new Commonwealth defence system * . . Kenya is ilic new 
centre of Commonwealth defence and South Africa its ftrrenal.” 

Aluioat simultaneously, the “ Daily Express” wrote:

álEast Africa is expected to become a main atomic-age training ground 
of the Uritifth Army and a main Mipport base in the Empire defence 
system.”

It is, therefore, clear that Africa has now become a war base for 
the imperial powers in their war preparations and schemes for war 
and world domination.

■* T  _  . *  .  í  J  4 !  "
*  * "  + " •  ■ ■ *  . "  ,  "  J.  ’  .  *

This is the true exolanation of the callous determination by, and 
Vho indecent huste of the British Government to ram down the 
Federation Scheme in Central Africa in spite of the united opposition 
of the African population of those territories. This is the true expla­
nation of the bitter conflict now reging in Kenya between imperial 
Britain, who^e aim is to rob those people or their land and the people 
of Kenya who are fighting to save their country irom being trans­
formed into a military base.. Here in Kanya we have a real war 
waging and, since this sordid affair has provoked the profound indigna­
tion of all patriots in Africa, there is a danger of the conflict spreading

9'
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í 1 
to all parts (if 11 ï<■ continent. This explains why Dr. Malan, tlie
“ republican," is forced to visit liritain for the Coronation and to hob­
nob with the. British Queens. This explains why the British Govern­
ment banishes Seretse from bis country nt the instance of the South 
African Government. This is the true explanation of the barbarous 
and cruel maimer in which the liberal inn movements* all over Africa 
are being suppressed: happenings which Have shocked the right- 
thinking people all over the world and aroused their deepest indigna­
tion. The people of Africa will be the first victim of a future war. 
Their industries will produce armaments, their raw materials will be 
used, not to develop their own economies but to destroy those of
Others. The war danger in Africa is very close indeed.

■ u  ■ #  ^  ^  ■ r  ■ ■ *
■ + ■

I he South African Peace Congress which met in Johannesburg 
recently was convened at a time when people in all countries have 
realised how urgent it is for them to redouble their efforts to prevent 
another war and to safeguard peace. People throughout the world 
are coming to understand how closely the struggle for peace and 
against the menace of war is linked with the preservation of the right 
of the nation and the individual to a peaceful existence. This Confer­
ence shows that more and more people in South Africa have corne to 
understand (lit* most serious threat to the peace, security and freedom 
of the people that exists at the present time and the urgent necessity 
of rallying to remove this threat by joint effort.

This mad lust for profits and markets in Africa, the war prepara­
tions of the United States and its satellite countries puts the national 
independence of the people of the continent, and their very right to 
live, in serious jeopardy. The threat to the national liberation move­
ments in Africa resulting from the presence of foreign armies arouses 
the deepest indignation of all patriots. The people of Africa are being 
forced to realise that peace is their most immediate concern. They 
demand the withdrawal from the Continent, of Africa of all foreign 
troops and the end of colonial oppression and exploitation.

THE GLORY OF MAN
By JOSEPH GILLMAN*

______  ■

IT  is a great privilege for me to be asked to speak to this Peace
* Congress. Peace turns the back of mankind (and I  hope this time 
for evermore) on brutality, suffering, death, destruction, famine and 
pestilence, the very negation of all those human aspirations nurtured 
tenderly through the centuries of suffering as man groped from dark­

V
* Text of q speech delivered by Professor Gillman nt the South African 
Peace Congress, Aujnist 23, 1953.



ness, superstition and ignorance to light, humim understanding, and 
full creativé expression.

Peace brings with it a need to alleviate human suffering, to. uplift 
and rehabilitate the downtrodden that they too may participate in 
the enjoyment of the fruits of the earth. and the warm, glad sun.

Peace above all renews our faith in man» for what- greater experi* 
ence is there than the full appreciation of the dignity of man.

As we look backwards through the ages* we cannot but he 
impressed by the remarkable potential of man; the great cathedral** 
the great works of art, the mastery of nature, of the sea, of the earth 
and of the air. Deserts have been made to flower, unruly forests 

have been harnessed, and devastating pestilence controlled— all this, 
my friends, achieved in the face of hostility; ran you imagine when 
mII the people of the world are liberated, are allowed to understand 
each other, are given every opportunity to find full creative expression, 
%what joy, what a spectacle of human achievement will spread over 
the bice of the earth! We shall indeed witness the true glory of man. 
These are not pipe-dreains, these are the things that can come to be 
if you desire them.

As 1 think of Africa today, of that vast territory extending from
l -  #  c

the Sahara to ('ape Town, with its Africim-tndian population of over 
100 million, and of its 4 million whites; as I refleet, on the plight of 
the people— of the one million lepers, of the millions of tuberculotios. 
parasite-infested human beings, of the millions of babies who are 
iinrn into filth and degradation, and who never reach the age of 12 
months, and when 1 refleet that there are vast expanses of land 
stretching from the Indian.Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean which if culti­
vated can feed easily the entire continent of Africa as well as Europe, 
then 1 know that there is a great, urgent task liefore us.

And that is why I talk of peace now. You have got to feel it. 
dream itT'lest you be distracted by other nefarious desires.

Lest vou feel alone here today, lest you feel that von are voices
■ V I /  v

crying in the wilderness, I would assure you that there are at least 
700 million people thinking ihe same way. Orasp the band of your 
comrades, raise up your voices, that a great cry resound through the 
entire universe— for peace, and for the restoration of the dignity of 
man, and all that it means. For happiness!

THE LIBERAL PARTY REPLIES
By T. W. PRICE

AX article described editorially as “ Mr. Mandela's searching analysis 
of the Liberal Party’’ was published two issues ago in “ Libera­

tion.” Much of the article is the usual critical mumbo-jumbo, a sort 
of intellectual throwing of the ideological bones, used by Leftists 
everywhere iu their "analyses" of Liberalism, ft all supports a 
»|uestion, much the same as the famous one rapped out by I’istol.
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another furious romantic: “ Under which King, Boson inn? Speak or 
die!" ' '

*

( 1 1 1  . * I ‘
Having asked, the <|uestion whether the Liberals stand for Dr. 

Malan s version of the "people” or Mr. Mandela's, he uses his critical 
rigmarole to arrive at an astonishing answer, as amazing as any rabbit 
pulled out of the Marxian hat. The Liberals are only a species of 
subtle Nationalist. In fnet they stand for "the acceptance of the 
Itchahilitation Scheme. Bantu Authorities, (ïroup Areas, Public 
Sufcty, Criminal I jaw Amendment A*-ts and all the wicked policies 
of the (iovermnent."

. j 
The. impetus of tins tine frenzy carries Mr. Mandela even further. 

He declares. “ In practice they (the Liberals!) acquiesce in the slavery 
of the people, low wages, mass unemployment, the sipinltd tenements 
in locations and shantvtowim.”*

Tliis sort oi‘ flat accusation can only be answered by a straight­
forward denial. Tin* Liberal Party rejects completely the Bantu 
Authorities, (irnup Areas, Public Safety, Criminal Law Amendment 
and many other Arts and wicked policies of tlio present Í iovermnent. 
This lias been very c*(early demonstrated by the actions, statements 
and congresses of tin* Liberals at present responsible for the leader­
ship of the Party.

■

As for the Liberal Party’s interest in maintaining underpayment, 
unemployment and squalor the following extracts from the summary 
of the Liberal Party's first congress will he of interest:

*
14 Economic and Labour Policy.

“The Liberal Party recognises that one uf the most urgent social 
and economic problem» faring South Africa is Poverty, due primarily 

to the retarded development of its human and material resource*. 
Tlie Liberal Party accordingly liases its eeonoinic policy on the following 
fundamental points:

“ (a) that the chief wav to increase the wealth of the community 
and thereby raise living standards, is to raise the produc­
tivity of our people, whether employed ill agriculture, mining, 
industry or commerce.

“ (10 that productivity, and thereby the National Income, should 
be raised by increasing the skill and efficiency of the whole 
of the population by encouraging the stabilisation of the 
lafmur force in town ami country and by permitting resources 
to move to where they can be most productively used,

“ The Liberal Party is opposed to the Industrial Colour Bar, and 
among other things, recommends the deletion of that part of the defini­
tion of ‘employee' in the Industrial Conciliation Act No* *Hï of 1ÍW7. 
whereby African men are excluded from the terms of that Act.

“The Liberal Party maintains that the right of alt persons to join 
or organise legally protected trade unions should be enjoyed by all/*



A Iso : —
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The Lilieral Party j>!odgos itself to implement a housing pro­
mo on a national st*aie,

,  , < ■  j *  *  *  ,  I *

■ “ I t  ui'I base itn I-Ingram nit1 on tlio recognition (if the right of a 
individual* to buy ami own pro|>erty with security i*f title/*

a •  +

I  „  *  »

The suggestion that the Liberal Party stuiuls for the “ slavery of 
the |>eople” Inis already been partly met by the' foregoing extracts. 
But possibly Mr. Mandela will maintain that because the Liberals do 
not support hiir^ in his demand for an immediate universal adult fran­
chise, they are in fact anxious to preserve “ slavery/’ His argument 
is mom or less like this.' The present system of the Nationalists and 
their policy of shrinking the franchise is "slavery The Liberals are 
no better than the Nationalists bechuse they only want to expand the 
franchise. ' * ■ *

■

Incidentally the Liberals put no limit of pigment or class upon 
the expansion of the vote to South Africa's population. It only places 
an educational limit (Std. V I) or an economic limit, and then pro­
poses n . *20 year plan for universal literacy, plus another plan for 
raising.the productivity and earning capacity of all. 

t  +

■ Mr. Mandela relies heavily for his emotional case against the 
Liberals on the fact, unsubstantiated, that they tried to call off the 
Defiance Campaign. Tf certain Liberals did advise against the Cam* 
paign It was because they were aware that those in control were only 
very sketchily “ in control". It  was apparent almost from the start 
of the campaign that it would be side-tracked by some incident or 
another in which the Africans would be'the chief sufferers. And this 
did in fact happen, playing into the hands of the Nationalists, and 
giving them the excuse to put the African population more under the
political yoke than’ ever. <

\ * B " !■ fc
■ *  *  *  *  *  ¥  ft

■

The whole tactical conception of the Campaign was ill-advised, 
and the concentration of the demonstrations into the East Cape area 
showed no grasp of realities. It was remarkable that the African 
people showed up so well while acting under the hazy, romantic, and 
over-ambitious plans of their leaders. A good idea was ruined by 
poor administrative execution.,

w *

m  m  * h p

That the Liberals are not against the organisations themselves 
or even their leaders, but only very dubious of their tactics during 
the Defiance Campaign, must be fully apparent from the resolutions 
tuken by them at their founding congress:

v

“The Party considers the existing policy of rendering Non-European
* leadership ineffective to be *both unjust find dangerous to us alb

*  I  "  *  *  m B ■ I  c "

■ ■ .  ,  1

% “The Party protests against the restrictions placed on the move­
ments of the president of the African National Congress, ex-Chief 

Luthuli, and objeet** 1o the description of him as an incWer of feelings 
of racial hostilities.11



And much else besides.

When mob-murder became, however unjustifiably, associated 
with the Campaign in the public mind, the Campaign bccame a 
debacle. The present shaky control which African leaders have over 
their followers is no guarantee that any Campaign of this sort in the 
future can be carried out peaceably. No constitutional party, how­
ever sympathetic to Africans, can in any way encourage or contem­
plate a movement which, it seems inevitable, will end in-useless 
tragedy for hundreds of Afrifcans—or, for that matter, for Europeans. .

Mr. Mandela still trots.out the old, heart-warming clap-trap about 
"mass struggles" and "people’s fights" which please the militant
intellectual in his arm-chair but onlv ends in some bewildered worker

t i

being cudgelled in the city square. He dreams not in South African 
realities, but in terms of the rosy cliches born of the October Revolu­
tion. And he demands that we make an immediate choice between 
two political ilhisions—-thc fti£ Rock Candy Mountains of the Nation­
alists,, and those.tof hiK own ieologteal ilk.1

. -Just in case the Big Hock Candy Mountains allusion escapes 
Mr. Mandela, we offer him. a verse from, the .famous song:—

'! In the hie Jïoek Onndv Mountains- 
All the cons have wooden lefis,
Tfio bld!-<to;rs nil hnve rnhHor toeth.
And the hens lny soft-boiled eggs.
The fprroprs* tv^es aro full of fruit,

. A*>d the barns arc fall of hay-—
An'! I ’m I'onnd to* l»o where tliera ain’t no snow,
Where the raiu don’t pour, and tlio wind don’t blow, 
in tho big Itordi Candy Mounts'ins.*1

All the tramp believed he had to do to arrive at this delectable 
spot was to walk down the mad into the sunset, and all Mr. Mandela 
believes that he has to do to arrive in his Utopia is to have one real 
good mass struggle.

The Liberal Party is not fooled by these fond illusions. I t  believes 
that by argument, much organisation, and ceaseless constitutional 
action it can arrive at the objective of true freedom for all— and that 
without any storming of bastiles, barricade mounting or waving of 
tattered banners. And also with no tombstones as milestones.

Even in the editorial in support of Mr. Mandela’s article there is 
a modicum of confused thinking. In an argument which presumably 
purported to show what a futile Party the Liberal Party is, the edito­
rial states,**‘If 43 years since the demise of Cape Liberalism has taught 
us’ anything, it is surely that the Non-Europeans will get nothing but 
kicks, disenfranchisement, and apartheid, until they a,-e organised and 
determined and united enough to tnkc their rights for themselves." 
But surely this is an argument for the revival of Cape Liberalism, for 
a return to the mode of progression which is the only one that leads 
forward at a good enou?h p>\ce to a united nation and a whole demo­
cracy. I t  is the great mlddlo way between the two great will-o’-wisps, 
the complete victory by fo'-oe over the blacks by the whites that is 
the “ ignus fatuus" of the Nationalists, and the complete victory by 
force of the blacks over the whitos, which is that of Mr. Mandela.

(Reference is made to the above article in the Editoriq? of this issue of 
" Liberation ”)
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THE LINGUISTIC REVOLUTION

By PETER N. RABOROKO

« IX  every form of society " writes Mr. M. Lewis, ' ‘because language
is so closely related to the thoughts, feeling*; and actions of men, 

we cannot change the extent, nature, functions of language without 
setting in motion, further, perhaps unintended, changes.”

*

As a result of a number of advances of great significance to social 
growth there have been changes in the extent, nature and functions 
of language. The advances, which constitute historical landmarks 
are: the development of language itself, the advent of writing, the 
invention of printing and the instantaneous transmission of speech 
and writing, fhe cumulative effects of these changes have been so 
great that they have initiated a new era: the era of Linguistic Revolu­
tion. Humanity in general, and Africa in particular, is on the 
threshold of this Revolution.

■ _ ■
The spread of literacy, stimulated by, and in turn stimulating, 

newspapers, cheap books and libraries, the telegraph and the cheap 
postage rate: all these things have meant'that people read and write 
more. Today the written word, a commonplace commodity, spans 
the world with the speed of thought.

*

The inveution of the telephone, the radio and other communica­
tion machines has led to a renascence of the spoken word, with tre­
mendous implications for human development.

The significance of these developments lies in the fact that they 
transform human conduct, which process must affect thought, feelings 
and impulses, as well as overt behaviour since language is fundamental 
and pervasive to man as an individual and in his social life.

It is against a background such as the one we have delineated 
that we shall examine the linguistic problems facing us.

Dr. Nhlapo and the Language Question

In the previous issue of ' ‘Liberalion." Dr. J. M. Nhlapo deals 
with the language question. Dr. Nhlapo's approach to the question, 
h*s formulation and treatment of it show a failure on his part to grasp 
the essentials of the situation. This failure emanates from his 
inability to appreciate the fundamental fact that the language problem 
is. on both the national and international level, a part of the social 
question which is the central problem of our day. and as such cannot 
be dealt with in isolation.

14



In Ilia approach to tlie* problem 
Dr. Nhlapo quote* Sir Arthur Quil- 
ler-Couch as saying: “The want of 
Homo common ‘world language" is. 
I  assume, being felt by educated 
Europeans ever since Latin fniletl 
out as the common language/’

0

We know that “educated Euro- 
peaus11, in their racial arrogance 
regard a. common Kurope»n Ian* 
guage. like Latin, as a "common 
world language11. Ah a spokesman 
of the imperialist nations of Europe 
Sir Arthur obviously conceives of 
tilt* * world* as the part inhabited by 
the imperialist nations of Europe. 
Thus in hi* basic conception of a 
'world* language Dr, Nhlapo is 
clearly in the bonds of TTerretivolk 
philosophy, according to whom ‘in- 
ternatimiar refers to relations be­
tween European or Vivilised’ na­
tions 'ft euphemism for ‘exploring 
and oppressing nations/1

In his approach Dr. Nhlapo fur­
ther states that "Linguistic bar­
riers do not only constitute an 
international hut an intertribal 
problem/' Hero again tKe learned 
doctor fails to distinguish tlie sig­
nificant from the trivial. the impor­
tant from the unimportant* the 
main current of the stream from 
its eddies and backwashes* To state

the approach to the problem in tri- 
ba fistic terms is to fail to grasp 
the import of the working of social 
forces in our midst* Tribalism as 
such is a decaying and disintegrat­
ing force, and even among the indi­
genous peoples of Africa it has in 
manjr parts ceased to be a force at 
all. The tribes and tribalism are 
still with us but they have ceased 
to be of social force. Thus whilst 
inter-tribal problems do exist they 
are not significant. To speak of 
linguistic barriers as constituting an 
“ latertribal problem" is to mistake 
the apparent problem for the real 
one, to mistake the eddies a nr I 
backwashes for the main current of 
the stVeam*

Tlius, in these circumstances, we 
cannot but reject Dr, Nhlapo\s aji-

Ï  roach to the problem, as well as 
is formulation of it. Since his 

treatment was based upon his for­
mulation of the problem wo need 
not here concern ourselves with it. 
Having dug out the foundation of 
his case, which was in any case 
embedded in the bed-rock of shifting 
sand, we need hardly bother about 
the walls, which were bound to 
crumble and tumble to Mother 
Earth. Our task is to seek a hed- 
rock uf concrete in which to embed 
the foundation* of our problem.

A Notional Language for Africa

The idea of a common language 
for all humanity is an ideal which 
cannot receive practical application 
tor many years to come. An inter- 
Eationa! language, to be function­
ally effective, must aim at making 
the various nations of the world, 
and not onlv their leaders, effective 
members of one world. However, 
within the foreseeable future, na­
tional languages wilt He used for 
satisfying tlie immediate needs of 
the members of various nations.

The urgent problem which we 
shall soon have to face practically 
is that of a common language for 
Africa.

We have already indicated that 
tribalism is a dying social force in 
Africa. African nationalism/ an 
emergent and growing factor, is

the new, significant social force iu 
Africa. The existence of a nation­
alism presupposes the existence of 
a nation, A nation is an historically 
evolved stable community of people, 
nrisirtg on the hasis of a community 
of language, of a compact territory, 
of economic life* of social institu­
tions and of behaviour patterns. ■

Before the advent of colonialism 
Africa, like India and Indonesia, 
was, despite the fact of its physical 
compa<dness, a mere geographical 
expression. From the seventeenth 
century tlie rising commercial capi­
tal of Europe set iu motion force* 
that affected the internal economy 
and the social life of the Índicenou* 
people of Africa. Durinr? the last 
quarter of the nineteenth century 
the new industrial capital of Europe



one© again set in motion forces that 
radically affected the internal eco­
nomy as well as the social life of 
the African people. It  is worth 
while noting that this new indus­
trial capital wus largely built*

through the African people, who, 
during the rise of European com- 
v er*c ul capita! in the earlier period, 
had. been forcibly removed from 
Africa uni exploited in the slave 
trade and as a labour force.' . *

Evolution of the Nation

Contrary to popular notions on 
the subject it is not essential that 
a nation should evolve out of a com* 
munity of tribal or even racial affili­
ations. Both the British and "the 
American nations which have 
evolved out of the combination and 
amalgamation of different 'tribes 
and different races, are a living 
negation of this popular fallacy. The 
African nation is thus founded on 
the broad basis of people deriving 
their origin from different tribes 
and different races. Thus the con­
ception, ‘birth and growth of a 
mition" presupposes the disintegra­
tion of tribes and races and t h i r  
neutralization as a social force, Tlie 
theory of ‘ ‘the blood1 * as the* basis 
of such si nation is incompatible 
with the farts. Such a theory 
falsely implies that this nation is 
inherently capable of accommodat­
ing people of other national or 
racial origins.

Tlirough factors of imperialism, 
which have stunted the national 
growth of this nation, the creation 
of common social institutions con­
sonant with the being and social 
development of this nation has been

prevented* Already, however, there 
is iu existence a movement histori­
cally destined to create the appro­
priate social institutions. Thus at 
a higher stage of development the 
existence of such institutions is 
bound to become a reality.

H * . , * .

The question of a national lan*
guage. the outward undvisible s gn 
of mature nationhood, is being re­
solved by forces mightier than our­
selves. fn this regard wé already 
see iu the social forces at work the 
“ first faint stirring of future pro­
mise.”

The community of brhav:our pat­
terns which we have alluded to as 
one of the ingredients of nation* 
hood is in part the product of his­
torical evolution and in part that 
of a conscious social philosophy. 
Through the medium of a common 
language the process of integrating 
the feelings, attitudes, thoughts, 
impulses and actions of a people 
will be functionally extended and 
accelerated.

It is in the light of this approach 
that Africa’s ISn^ui: tic problem 
must be viewed and examined.

How Other Languages Grew
Before examining in detail the 

question of a national language fnr 
Africa let us examine the experience 
of some other nations.

*■

In Great Britain, the Midland 
dia'eet of England, mainly n * ac­
count of its geographical situation, 
became the accepted standard Eng­
lish and conspijuentiv the national 
language of Great Britain, TTere 
We must not forget that both Ire­
land and Wales, on account of their 
previous rf prrsvon by the Fngli h, 
ultimately rejected English as their 
mother tongue.

In 1944 the British Govemmoi**

decided ta promote the use of Basic 
Engl'fth as an -international auxili­
ary language within the Common­
wealth as, well a* beyond. ■

■- *

■f

In India, where Engl:sh hnd ac­
quire! a special function of inter­
communication during the British 
occupation, Hindi, lias by statute 
been adopted as the .national Inn- 
guage and is expccted within fifteen 
years to bccomc the f ir t  language 
of India* *

. In the United States, English 
was the Tango .ge of the prioneers. 
Within thn V  S.A. there are lar^e 
immunities speaking, reading and
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writing the languages of their ori­
ginal homes in Europe. As a result' 
of this there is a .great <lo«it nl 
functional dhteiacy fit Knglish. Id 
the words of Mr* M. 1,cwh “ it iv 
only in the presence nf n commou 
language functionally effective in 
thought, ft‘Hirig and action that it 
is possible for the (\fc*A. to hr an 
integrated society in tin* fact of 
milita r\\ economic* political and 

x social needs/*

At llit* devolution, when the in­
ception of the Soviet (nion took 
place, an attempt was made tf i 
establish Russian as the one lan­
guage for the constituent repub­
lics* When the various people1* 
showed t-he usual resistance, this 
|M>lii-y was changed. Although lins- 
sian was rejected as a first lan­
guage it was readily accepted as a 
second language and serves the 
purpose nf a common means <if 
intcrcounnmiirntion* All the Repub­
lics in which llussian was nut a!-
»1 ‘inly the vernacular deeded in lí>2n 
to make it a compulsory second 
language in their secondary school*.

*

The serious linguistic problem fac­
ing the Soviet Im ou is how to 
achieve adult functional literacy in 
this one conunon language. When, 
in another generation or two, ti:e 
vast majority of Soviet citizens be­
gin to use Russian for their i in me­
diate needs it will automatically 
bfccoine their mother tongue.

There has for centuries been a 
common written language through- 
out China but no common spoken 
language. On thi> question S. S 
Kuilgren remarks *fc an edict issued 
in Peking can Ik* read and under­
stood everywhere in this vast coun­
try, hut the Cantonese read it aloud 
in a way that sounds utter non­
sense to the Pekingese/* In an 
attempt to correct this defect the 
Chinese government oflBcally adop­
ted a common script in 1918 and 
embodied this in a common national 
dictionary. As the traditional writ­
ten language of China was too 
scholarly* a kind of Manic Chinese 
has been evolved to encourage the 
gntwth of literacy.

A Single Common Language
In all tlie national polities we 

studied, the problem lias been one 
of a single common language which 
every member of the society can 
speak, read and write.

The immediate approach to the 
Hilution of this problem has been 
the adoption of bilingualism which 
allows the adult tin* use of his own 
mother tongue for the satisfaction 
of his immediate needs and desire* 
nod of a second language for his 
effective membership of the larger 
society*

The problem of encouraging liti*- 
raey has also h»d to the simplifica­
tion of both the s|>nken and the 
written language. The movement

in each case is toward' the achieve­
ment of functional efficacy in speech 
and writing in the common language 
and fhe consequent facilitation of 
the integration of feelings, thoughts 
ami actions.

Having seen how the problem of 
a common language present* itself 
to various national polities we may 
now ask in what form the problem 
presents itself to Africa. For 
Africa, the problem is the adoption 
of a common language that will 
make the |>eoplc of Africa function­
ally effective members of the Afri­
can Nation and that will at a later 
stage satisfy their immediate needs 
and desires,*

An Auxiliary Language

With the problem thus stabs) it 
beconies clear that such a language 
must first be regarded *as an auxi­
liary language to serve the inter­
communication needs of the peop’e 
of Africu wlm at present speak

languages that an* unintelligible to 
one another* It means ahto that 
at a later stage when sucb a lan­
guage is used by various people 
for the satisfaction of their imme­
diate needs and desires it will have
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become their Mother tongue. When 
such a language acquires functional 
efficacy in speech and literacy for 
the adult members of the African 
community it will then be firmly 
entrenched us a national language.

Which language shoiild bo chosen 
as an auxiliary? It might be temp­
ting to advance the claims of one’s 
own sectional or regional dialect.
Or I it might sound plausibly “ob­
jective*J to advance the claims of 
French or English, Portuguese or 
eren Afrikaans, as being widely 
understood in different parts. Such 
approaches, however, are basically 
invalid, because they ignore the real 
social forces at work in Africa, It  
would repay us better to study and 
analyse the social forces at work

* in our continent.

Unlike India, which enjoyed the 
doubtful honour of being under one 
oppressor power, Africa enjoys the 
unenviable honour of having five or 
six oppressor powers. Although 
the essential nature of the oppres­
sion is strikingly the same, the 
methods and approaches to the 
achievement of the task of oppre- 
sion sometimes differ radically and 
even fundamentally.

■*

Under the Portuguese policy of 
“assimilation’1 the educational cur­
ricula have no reference to the 
child's own mother-tongue. In this

The Spread

The logic of circumstances has 
already forced different oppressor 
powers to foster the teaching of 
tlie same vernacular in different 
zones. The same factor has forced 
one oppressor, Great Ttrita.ni, to 
foster the spread and teaching of 
tliis same vernacular.

The spread of Swahili is extending 
northwards and southwards beyond 
the confines oF the areas mentioned.
A number of leading Universities of 
the world, like the t’niversity of 

' Leningrad, have provided a profes­
sorial chair for the teaching of 
Swahili. Tt has been classed by 
language scholar* as the ninth im­
portant language of the world*

In Kurope there arc* no Europeans.

way a happy few Africans are l*as- 
simiiatedM into the oppressor class 
and are, through neglect of their 
mother-tongue, successfully estran­
ged front the mass of their people.

Under the South African policy 
of segregation the educational cur­
riculum gives the African a smat-

* tering of his mother-tongue, and 
then burdens him with the task of 
learning two of his masters' lan­
guages on the explicit understand­
ing that he becomes a more efficient 
tool.

Under the Belgian policy of “ in­
tegration*’ the African child is now 
permitted the luxury of the verna­
cular for purposes of intercommu­
nication with his “ black brethren,” 
and Swahili has been picked for the 
purpose. Those who became suc­
cessfully “ integrated’ into the 
ruling caste may not only help in 
exploiting their black brethren hut 
itiay also get into white hotels and 
travel in white trains without their 
less fortunate black mothers, black 
fathers or black sweethearts.

Under the British policy of “ part­
nerships the problem of inter­
tribal communication lias imposed 
the necessity of using Swahili for 
Mother-tongue instruction in Zan­
zibar, Tanganyika, Kenya anil 
Uganda,

of Swahili

There are only Frenchmen and Ger­
mans and Swedes. In Africa there 
are no Nigerians, Ugandans and 
South Africans—-there are only 
Africans. This emerging fast is a 
pointer to the significant difference 
bet wren the nationalism of Europe 
and the nationalism_of Africa, tt 
is this fact that will facilitate the 
spread of a “ lingua franca” in 
Africa, On account of its geogra­
phical situation Swahili is the most 
significant language in Africa today.

We have in «Swahili the nucleus 
of a common African language. Tt 
is this common language that - is 
destined to provide a basis for a 
common language for Africa,

Swahili beltings to the Bantu Ian-



guage family which iricludea more 
than two hundred languages and 
dialects spoken from«the Cape to 
the Cameroons, Although it has, 
unlike our local Fanakalo, retained 
its essentially Africanic grammatical 
itructure, its vocabulary has bor­

rowed much from Arabic, Gal la, 
Somali, Portuguese and other lan­
guages* It was set down in writing 
before the coming of the white mis­
sionary and of the white trader* I t  
has many dialects conditioned by 
local differnces.

The Basis for a National Language

Writing on constructed or semi- 
constructed languages, F. Bodmer 
observes: “ It  is beyond human in­
genuity to construct a live skylark 
but the aeroplane has advantages 
which no flying animal possesses. 
Apple trees and gooseberry bushes 
are also products of growth . . . .  
but geneticists have produced new 
varieties of fruits by combining 
inherited merits of different strains 
or allied species. The work accom­
plished by pioneers of the science 
of language show s that it is possible 
to produce new language varieties 
by combining the inherent merits of 
different forms of natural speech,M

The foregoing analysis does not 
imply any obligation to accept Swa­
hili holus-bol^s, without regard to 
its structural defects or to the in- 
adequ^py of its present vocabulary 
to the task of expressing the .scien­

tific or philosophical concepts of our 
age. It may be that the solution 
to the problem lies in the synthesis 
between its present form and sub­
stance and new elements derived 
from an intelligent approach to the 
our society. Understood in this 
context, Swahili offers the necessary 
question of language-planning in 
basis for “Basic Africanic, an 
urgent necessity to enable the 
people of Africa to become effective 
members of one society.

The proposal for the use of “Basic 
Africanic” as the auxiliary language 
of every child in .Africa, irrespec­
tive of his colour or creed, assumes 
that regional languages will be re­
tained, The use of, any language as 
an auxiliary presupposes the use 
of the child’s own mother-tongue 
for the satisfaction of his own im­
mediate needs.

An Aspect of Emancipation

It would be an illusion to discuss 
the language question in Africa in 
isolation front our major social and 
political problems. An all-African 
medium of communication is, from 
our viewpoint, reasonable, conveni­
ent and progressive. From the 
viewpoint of our various rulers, . 
however, it may seciA subversive 
and dangerous* They would prefer 
to perpetuate tribal linguistic and 
other divisions, and instruct us in 
European languages only to the 
extent that would enable us to re­
ceive our orders and report on their 
execution* Therefore the language 
question in Africa con only be seen 
properly as one aspect of our 
struggle for emancipation from 
white imperialism*
•m

At the same time, that nation*!

struggle itself will be the poorer 
if it overlooks the importance and 
the dynamic character of the lan­
guage question. It is a primary 

, requirement for us to grasp the 
leading principles of the language 
question. We must free our minds 
from the assumption that the im­
perialist powers, and the sheltered 
position of their languages, have 
some to stay permanently in Africa, 
We must study and discuss linguis* 
tic problems; popularise tho idea 
of a common language; examine 
different points of view, the lan­
guage problems of differed coun­
tries, the idea of an international 
language*

The language question must be 
taken up. as nart of the national 
liberation movement.
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THE BATTLE OF THE BOOKS
By A. P. O ’DOWD

« U K  thinks too much; such men 
aro dangerous,’ ' said Julius 

Caesar of one of his enemies in 
Shakespeare's play* Caesar was not 
the first or the last dictator to de­
precate the ha hit of thinking. To 
prevent dangerous thoughts has ever 
lieen tlic ambition of the.enemies of 
freedom. It is a difficult ambition 
to realise; ideas have a way of out- 
rumrng the nimblest detectives. 
But if one cannot direct!v control 
thought, one can at least try to 
minimise the stimulation of thought. 
That is why tyrants ban books.

Hitler died, but uu fortunately 
not all his policies di'»d with him, 
Tn America today, McCarthy's com­
mittees are busy ^screening” nub- 
lie libraries. The informat;on libra­
ries run by the TTnited States 
Governinent overseas are not per­

mitted to have any hook ill stock 
which was written by a Communist, 
an ex-Conununist or an author 
whom the McCarthyite» choose to 
regard a^ pro-Communist. So rigid 
ls tliis rule that even the book» of 
Whittaker Chambers, McCarthy's 
ivneiiade professional witness, have. 
Fallen under ' the ban. In the 
Middle Ages, a heretic could sav 1 
himself by confession and repent­
ance. In America todw- a marl 
ylio has once hlasphemcfk against 
the Ahnightv Hollar is nndei n for 
life,

f

Where McCarthy leads, Malau is 
sure to be clo"e hciiind. Mr. Swart 
has not yet taken a trip to Tjondon 
to purge the library at South Africa 
House* hot we already have our 
Index of Prohibited Hooks.

Our Index is a curhfis institu­
tion. There is a sectfon of the 
Customs Act which is intended to 
prevent the importation of porno­
graphic literature. It empower# the 
Minister to prohibit the importation 
of printed matter which is “ inde­
cent* obscene or on any ground 
whatsoever objectionable"’* The 
'"ting lies in the la^t phrase* If the 
Minister objects to, sav, the Bible, 
why. then, the Hi hie is objection- 
able and out it goes.

The Minister's objections cover a 
wide field. Just how ninnv books 
and periodicals are on the index it 
is difficult to say. Almost every 
issue of the Government Gazette 
contains a few additions, A large 
number of the banned hooks are 
banned on the ground of indecency. 
Another larce c’a^s cons'sts of 
American publications devoted to 
boxing. These are banned because 
they show pictures of white and 
black boxers fighting each other. 
Then there are over a hundrel 
books and periodicals which hav*» 
been banned on purelv political 
grounds. The list of these publi­
cations makes interesting readini!,

A few are definitely Communist

The idea is not a new one. In 
the Middle Aues, no book could bi* 
printed 'without the permission of 
the censors of the church* An,Index 
of ProhHvted Books was kept, and 
anyone who was found in possession 
of /a book which appeared in the 
Index was in for serious trouble*• ,

t Twenty years a**o, this sorfc of 
thing might have been regarded as 
an historical curios;ty. The twen­
tieth century, so it seemed, had 

‘ realised that men who think aro 
useful rather than dangerous -that 
the free exchange and growth of 
ideas is the very foundation of 
pinn\ progress.

Then cnme Hitler and the M'ddle 
Ages returned with him. He was 
not content to control the publica­
tion of new books; he wisher! not 
only to halt the advance of men's 
minds, but also to wipe out the 
achievements of the past* He be­
lieved that he could command the 
ideas of "tir civilisation to be for­
gotten* the accumulated wisdom‘of 
the ages to disappear, So he ordered 
the nurgin" of libraries and the 
banning of hooks.
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:íL ooaraoter (e*g. “Pl'avdtt/’ “ Daily 
Worker'1 and Lenin’s “Two Tactics 
of Social Democracy” ). Since the 
Government has committal it sell tci 
the futile task of trying to legislate 
Com muni sin out of existence, it is 
not surprising to find such publica­
tions on the list.

Hut the Government dues not 
stop at trying to prevent us from 
reading the opinions and theories 
of Communists. It considers that 
we must also bo protected from 
knowledge of the most everyday 
aspects of life in Communist coun­
tries, Thus we find “China's R a i l ­

ways1 ' on the list and “Labour In­
surance Regulations of the People's 
Republic of China.*' The Chinese 
must he a remark»ble people indeed 
if even their railways are capable 
of exercising a subversive influence 
at ;i distance oi several thousand 
miles!

Then the Government is astute 
to protect the good name and repu­
tation of its gal la ut American ailies, 
Konr books on the use of germ war­
fare in Korea are banned* as also 
“ Documents on the Cease-Fire Ar­
mistice Negotiations in Korea," 
Does the Government not want us 
to know that there are such nego­
tiations* or is it shocked by the 
V» ay m which the Asiatic Ttbee an­
swers hack when his wlvte ha as 
speaks to him ? Then there is 
Janies Aldridge's novel. i(The T>ip- 
lomat," a story of American espion­
age in Kastern Europe, The Govern­
ment should consider whether loyal 
Nationalists may not feel a certain 
degree of despondency if they are 
led to believe that the entire wes­
tern world is honeycombed by ruth­
less and efficient Tïussinn spvw.

while the Americans do no spying 
at all.

Lastly, there are publications on 
the list which are not Communistic, 
have nothing to do with any Com­
munist country and do not contain 
the slightest suggestion that Amer­
ica ever does anything wrong. 
These are banned purely because 
they do not conform to Nationalist 
racial dogma. The most notorious 
example is the UNESCO pamphlet 
^Roots of Prejudice1*, which was 
proscribed as a set work for stu­
dents of sociology in the University 
of the Witwatersrand before it was 
banned. In the same category is 
the “ Pittsburg Courier,11 a paper 
regarded in America as perfectly 
respectable, but banned in South 
Africa bccause it is largely devoted 
to the affairs of the American Negro 
coin m unity.

\W have one thing yet to be 
thankful for: that the Government 
lias as yet no general power of cen­
sorship over publications produced 
in South Africa. Several Ministers 
have suggested the introduction of 
such a power. We can have no 
illusions about the use which would 
he made of it. Whatever glib assur­
ances might be given to Parliament, 
the Nationalists would abuse on 
internal power of censorship os 
they have abused the power to cen­
sor imported publications* We 
must not be misled by the smoke­
screen of Dutch Reformed Church 
complaints against “immoral” pub­
lications* The Nationalists are re- 
eonnoitreing for an all-out attack 
on the remnants of freedom of 
speech in South Africa, In what­
ever veiled form this attack comes, 
it must bo resisted to the utmost.
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