THERE'S NO question, though
 this week’s broadcast acknowl-
edgement in its Current Affairs
programme shows the
realisation has come late to the
S A Broadcasting Corporation,
that the ANC will figure large —
amon% others — in any negotia-
tions for a new South Africa. Yet
South Africans, through the
organisation being banned, are
'still largely in the dark about its
policies and intentions.

What limited knowledge the
Bublic‘has comes from overseas

roadcasts and the occasional
use by some Government minis-
ter or other of quotations to
show that what it intends bodes
no good at all for this country or
its peoples. |

We're not much enamoured
ourselves of some of what we
have gleaned through various
sources of ANC beliefs includ-
ing, for example, the notion that
the only way to eliminate pover-
ty in SA is to pursue economic
policies which communist par-
ties in Europe are rejectin and
which even Britain’s Labour
Party is abandoning.

Some of the objectives sound
noble to the have-nots, like
bringing the commanding
heights of the economy under
control, meaning the banks,
mines and large corporations
for a start. And being committed
to the Freedom Charter’s prom-
ises of providing education, em-
ployment and land for all, it’s
not difficult to imagine how the
plot of land for all will be
acquired.

But not knowing for sure,
whites turn to looking for indi-
cations of what may be in store
to neighbouring states, which
those involved in one or other
‘freedom’ movement within
South Africa indicate could

ury

‘help’, as anti-a artheid activist
Dr Beyers Naude has said Zim-
babwe could do for Namibia.

Mr Mugabe’s government, he
says, could advise in the areas of
investment, national develop-
ment and land distribution.

How, we couldn’t say, consid-
ering investment is all but non-
existent, develogment is not
much further advanced and
7Zimbabwe’s Minister of Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs, Mr
Emmerson Mnangagwa, is now
urging ‘funeral arrangements’
for the Lancaster House en-
trenched Declaration of Rights

uaranteeing full compensation
or expropriation of land as well
as freedom of political assoc-
iation.

Considering that Zimbabwe’s
remaining 4 400 white commer-
cial farmers virtually feed the
nation and the tobacco growers
earn hundreds of millions of
dollars in foreign exchange, it’s
not difficult to see that Mr
Mugabe’s promises of land for
the comrades could soon see the
once-prosperous country slip fi-
nally into the git of poverty as
the unemployed grow by tens of
thousands and agriculture goes
the way of the rest of Africa.

Having seen only glimpses of
what could be in store, we ask of
President de Klerk: Isn’t it time
the ANC was unbanned, espe-
cially considering i
formerly imprisoned leadership
and its widespread membership
is active, so that we can all come

to know what the organisation |
- stands for?

If it is still set on pursuing
policies that have be gared the
Communist world and been ab-
andoned b{) Britain’s socialists
surely the bogey is easier exor-
cised by giving it the
eaf than continuing to

ubl@c’s
an it?

ET'S HEAR IT 2

much of its |
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must be set

SIR - Comrade Jeff
Masemola- of the PAC
and seven other comrades
of the ANC were recently
released from prison by
the Government and 1
hasten to state that the op-
pressed,
dispossessed African
masses must not
bluffed ' by this clev:
move of the racist regime.
De Klerk and his other

exploited and

settler-colonialist col-
leagues are trying to assist
Ma'rgaret Thatcher in her
anti-sanctions campaign.
This move is also in-
tended to boost the image
of 'the racist, coloni;l
regime.. Africans and the
international community
should not mistake this
move for a change of

heart on the Govern-
ment’s side.

The oppressed Afri-
cans and the international
community should note
that cher than the eight
Azanian compariots De
Klerk decided to release,
there are still hundreds of
others languishing in jail.

Among them are PAC
le:,ader and Azanian Peop-
le’s  Liberation Army
(Apla) commander
Enpch Zulu, Skotavillé
editor Jaki Seroke, PAC
stalwart Mark Shinners

and many more. There-
fore, the campaign for the

, release of- all political

prisoners should be inten-
i be inten

However, the African
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PAC

talk

SENIOR Pan African-
ist Congress member,
Jafta Masemola, yes-
terday emerged from
Victor Verster -Prison -
after spending three
hours with the jailed
leader of the African

people should not forget
that our struggle is not for
the release of prisoners
only, but for the achieve-
ment of national self-
d;tennination for the Af-
rican people.

MLAMULI MFEKA |
Katlehong |

|
*“.

National  Congress,
Nelson Mandela, but it

| was not revealed what

the two men discussed.
Mr Masemola’s aide,
Mr Benny Alexander,
said the PAC man, who
spent 25 years imprisoned.
with Mandela on Robben
Island, entered Victor
Verster at 10am and
emerged at about 1 pm,
even though prison auth-
two hours for the meet-
ing.
~ Details of the encoun-
| ter would only be re-
leased at a Press confer-
. in Johannesburg
after Mr Masemola had
returned and consulted

'an has 3-hour
Mandela’

with

PAC president, Mr Zeph
Mothopeng, Mr Alexand-
er said.

The time of the Press
conference had not been
set, as it was not known
when Mr Masemola
would return.

Mr Mandela had in-
vited Mr Masemola for a
six-day visit, but prison
authorities scuttled plans
for a lengthy meeting,
saying the event had not
been planned properly,
Mr Alexander said.

Three lawyers who
emerged from a meeting
with Mr Mandela on
Wednesday said he had

rival Black organisations,
fuelling speculation that
the jailed leader’s meet-
ing with Mr Masemola
emmed  ANC/PAC
unity proposals.
Mr Alexander refused
to comment on the issue.
The Mass Democratic
Movement said vesterda

it would stage a march to
Victor Verster Prison be-
fore Christmas “to re-
lease Mandela”.

The organisation also
condemned the detention
of one of its members, Ms
Cheryl Carolus, saying it
made a mockery of the
State President, Mr F W
de Klerk’s reformist state-
ments.

In Amherst, Massachu-
setts, Mandela’s daugh-
ter, Makaziwe Mandela
Amuah, said the release
of eight political prisoners
in South Africa last

month was only a “token
gesture” as long as Man-
dela and others remain
jailed. »

“ ‘casing the leade's
and not releasing every-
one that is detained is

inoless as far as I am
concerned,” she said at a
forum on South Africa at
H.mpshim @uegc'
(35), was ome of four

South  Africans who
spoke to nearly
people about the changes

taking place in South |

The four said no signifi-
cant changes have taken
place since Mr De Klerk
became President.

u[f the gOVel’“‘“eﬂt
really wanted to show
change, then  they
just eight, but released
all, and unbanned all or-

teach, when she com-
plcted her doctoral pI'O"
gramme in A

in about two years.

She had visited her
father twice this summer,
be released.

“It is no longer a ques-
question of when,” she
said. — Sapa-AP.
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,MEMBERS of the

. Media Workers Asso-
ciation of South Africa
were urged to develop
a liberation ideology
which would safeguard
the interests of the op-
pressed and exploited
majority against ‘‘an
avalanche of  dis-
information by both the
State and  liberal
media.”

The call was made by
Mr Dullar Omar, presi-
dent of the Western Cape
region of the. United
Democratic Front.

In a speech described
by the journalists as sig-
nificant and politically
important, Omar said
mass struggles of the
people had defeated the
restrictions of the state of
emergency.

It did not matter now
whether De Klerk lifted
the state of emergency or
not because it is now no
longer an issue, he said.

He said the past five
years had shown the str-
ength of the oppressed as
well as the weaknesses in-
herent in the structures of
the oppressed. ,

One of these
weaknesses had been pol-
itical intolerance which
manifested itself in inter-
organisational fights,
leaving many dead, he
said.

Omar said
pressed had to guard
against being co-opted
into the system which
would render the years of
struggle meaningless.

He said the present
Government initiative to
negotiate with organisa-
tions of black people was
precipitated by a crisis
brought about by their
struggles.

The call for negotia-
tions was a way of main-
taining the present posi-
tion and co-opting people
where the tri-cameral arr-
angement had failed, he
said. :

It was not sufficient

the op-

Mwasa members singing the national anthem at the end of their congress in Cape

Town.

Warning on
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Demoralising and demobilising - lawyer

for the oppressed to have
won victories because the
struggle was in danger of
being subverted.

The present talk of
negotiations was demoral-
ising and demobilising
people. This was the time
to intensify the. struggle
because the oppressed are
their own liberators.

Omar said the leader-
ship of the oppressed had
to be answerable to the

people.

! tator who was different.

. readers that they both

Danger

‘““The danger is  that
this tells us that decisions
in white politics are taken
by great men. All is left to
them.

““They no longer talk
of the National Party but
of De Klerk. The problem
is that the oppressed will
follow this undemocratic
practice. Democracy de-
mands that those who |

He said it was dang- /
erous to leave decisionslf
of policy to the discretion /|
of two or three people. - 4

““The Government 4
Press and the liberal
media now speak of De’
Klerk: they tell of his<
style of leadership and try |
to portray him as some
kind of benevolent dic-

from PW Botha.
“They do not tell

belong to the National Pa-

rty.”
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~ lead should be answerable |
to their followers,”” Omar |
said. : ' |
So it was important |
that while the white estab-
lishment was busy. build-
ing a dictatorship, trade
unions such as Mwasa
should build democracy
by getting their members
to' question their -leaders.
He said the fight was for
democracy. ¢

.Omar said instead of °
the talk of negotiations, |
the oppressed should
strive for the following: |
unity of the oppressed,
strong organisations of :
their own, democracy and
a liberation ideology.

‘He said in an attempt
to defuse the militancy of
the oppressed, the Gov- ¢
ernment had embarked on |
a ~disinformation '
campaign. {

““South - Africans are’

~ now told that if trade is
deregulated, everyone
will open his own busi-
ness and become rich and
this is called free com-
petition.

. ‘‘There was nothing
like that. The big capit-
alists will get richer while
the workers will get
poorer,”’ Omar said.

In countering this, it
was not enough to march
in thousands if these mar-
ches - were. not con-
solidated.

O TiATion

Unity

He said while people
cannot always agree, they
should be able to work to-
gether and thereby build
unity in action.

He said a difference in
opinion and policy should

- not be allowed to become

a division. People should

differ  without being

- divided, he said.

Omar said black jour-
nalists had 1o develop

.- ways of cutting across the

strategies of the the
regime in order to expose
the inherent aim of the -

~ imperialists to keep SA a

haven of capitalism.
Omar, an advocate and

' Cape leader of the Na-

tional  Association of
Democratic Lawyers
(Nadel), was speaking at
the 10th annual congress
of Mwasa in Cape Town
at the weekend. :

About 500 journalists,
radio and television an-
nouncers, printers, drivers
and other categories of
workers in the media in-

- dustry met to map out the
future of the blacks-only
union. :

The congress could .
not complete its business
and will be reconvened
. ithin six months.

- SRS NS
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The Transvaal Provincial Council (TPA)
dropped a bombshell last week when it
told the Soweto City Council (SCC) to get
its house in order before December 31, a
“fair and reasonable” deadline.

_} Many people were taken aback by the
TPA’s suggestion that certain functions
could be taken away from the city admin-
istration or that outsiders might be
brought in to run the city.

‘Soweto mayor Mr Sam Mkhwanazi yes-
terday still sounded a little dumbfounded,
saying the matter had been referred to his
lawyers.

“This is a sensitive issue with legal im-
plications. The TPA is getting rough.”

The Soweto People’s Delegation (SPD), a
body of prominent community, church and
trade unions leaders in favour of scrapping
rent arrears and service charges, was also
surprised. It accused the TPA of jeopardis-
~ing sensitive negotiations by threatening
the SCC in this way. :

Many observers were also concerned
about the TPA warning, since the ongoing
negotiations between the provincial au-
thority, the SPD and the SCC reportedly
progressed well.

The efforts to solve the financial prob-
lems of Soweto were seen as an encourag-
ing development, a significant poirter to
future national negotiations.

Mr Olaus van Zyl, MEC for local gov-
ernment, has defended the TPA’s actions
by saying the TPA had been “going out of
its way to help Soweto”, but the SCC had

ence with Soweto
—Shee

After months of sensitive negotiations
with the Soweto Council and the
Soweto People’s Delegation, the
Transvaal Provincial Administration
seems to be losing its patience with
the lack of progress in - solving the
city’s financial crisis. The Star’s Po-
litical Reporter, ESMARE VAN DER

F ' MERWEF reioris.

made no progress on certain projects
which had been identified months ago.

“For example, they have not appointed
a town clerk or a city engineer. In other
instances they have not appointed the
right people. The result is that accounts
are not sent out at all. How can you expect
residents to pay if they don’t receive ac-
counts?” :

Mr van Zyl said the residents of Soweto
were suffering because of the maladminis-

tration and mismanagement of the SCC.

“You cannot solve the political problems
unless you improve the management and
administration.

COmB lex

“Soweto’s problems are complex — na-
tional and local political problems are at
stake; so are social and economic prob-
lems. ;

“We can make progress, but we need
the co-operation of all the interested par-
ties.” : !

He said the SCC had had a year (since
the municipal elections in October 1988) to
address key problems.

Not much had happened.

“Some people feel we are getting too .

tough. Others say we should have acted a

long time ago. Of the R15 million to
R16 million a month the TPA provides
by means of bridging finance, R8 million
goes for the non-payment of accounts.
Other councils need money.

“We have had numerous meetings with
the SCC, we have made suggestions, they
have agreed. But there has not been any
reaction. It is not as if we did nothing at
all and suddenly decided to get tough,” Mr
van Zyl said. -

Another criticism that has been levelled
at the TPA is that the Simon Brand report,
released on Tuesday, had not been circu
lated or discussed with the SCC and SPD
before being published. :

The report contains detailed proposals
to put Soweto on the road to financial in-
dependence.

Asked to comment on Mr Mkhwanazi’s
remark that he had not received a copy of
the report by Tuesday afternoon, Mr van
Zyl lashed out angrily. :

““This just proves my point about a lack
of competent administrative personnel.
The report was delivered to the SCC on
Monday afternoon.

“We hope Soweto will get its house in
order and that further steps will not be

necessary,” Mr van Zyl concluded.
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In the pursuit of these
aims, Path to Power as-
signs to the SACP a
special role as the vang-
uard party, but it goes
on to explain that, in the
first stage of - the two-
stage revolution, the
ANC and the SACP act
as one, agreeing on
“strategy and all key tac-
tics”.

* According ‘to Path to
Power, the SACR also
shelters these days
within the Mass Demo-
cratic Mogvement.
“Within this movement,
South African communi-
sts strive for maximum
unity in action around
the day-to-day demands
of the workers,” it says,
and then dwells at some
length on the need to
win over white workers,
women, youth, and
church groups.

The key paragralph,
which really spells out

the dimensions of the

conspiracy, is this: “All
of these sectors, drawn
together into the Mass
Democratic Movement,
are the organised mass
contingent of our nat-
ional liberation strug-
gle. The Mass Demo-
cratic . Movement,
together with the vang-
uard liberation alliance,
constitute the Front of
Revolutionary Forces.” .

More and more forces,
it claims, which do not

'"‘share the aims of the

MDM or the vanguard!,
party, = nevertheless
1dent1fy with some of the'
aims of the Front, and
should be drawn into
the struggle behind the
Front.. That would ex-

plain ¢ ! the recent at-

tempts by the left to woo
liberals  back mto 1ts
embrace. = . « }

In the key paragraph
Path to Power says:“Sei-
zure of power will be the
product of escalating
and progressively merg-
ing mass political and
military struggle with
the likelihood of culmi-
nating in an msurrec-
tion.”

Cynically, it adds: “We
are not engaged in a
struggle whose objective
is merely to generate
sufficient pressure to
bring the other side to
the negotiating table.”

The government per-
mits declared members
of the Communist Party
like Ahmed Kathrada
and “scientific socialist”
like Walter Sisulu to
speak freely, from pub-
lic platforms and in the
press, but they do not re-

‘ veal this hidden agenda,

They do not permit the
light of glasnost to fa
on their conspiracies. -

They simply hoist thq
Red Flag for all the
sheep to follow. st |

4
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Through the chinks
made in the iron curtain
of apartheid by Presi-
dent de Klerk’s glasnost
it is already possible to
discern South African
realities that have been
hidden for a generation,
but some things remain
ominously hidden.

The Soweto rally, de-
spite the organisational L i
support of trades unions
that command hundreds :
of thousands of workers,
and despite -long-dis-
tance busing, and de-
spite §ustained use of
publicity ~  techniques ANC puts on a grand
perfected by the organ- show, have the good
isers of pop concerts, sense to stay at home
drew fewer people than with the kids, or mend
a good soccer match in the garden gate.
the same stadium. There is, however, one

It's too early to say the [ remaining dark corner,
African National Con- filled with nastiness.
gress is being cut down || The Soweto rally, says a
to size, but it shrinks by|( clever headline, . was

the day: a gaggle of ANC “but the day be~

exiles who have mas- \\longed to the Red Flag”,
tered the diplomatic andthatistrue. g— -
. skills of tapping into for-, = The rally was organ-

_ship rackets, some viol-{}-

“ent cadres who depend|| amalgam of groups that
on dwindling Soviet aid{| resemble nothing so
to make bangs, and an|| much as the old Con-
inchoate, unorganised,|| gress movement, stil
essentially middleclass{| dominated — as the Con
mass of vaguely sympa-' gress movement was i
thetic folk in the town- the 50s — by its whie

.. ships. L & . and Indian members,

With & every passing working :through black

eign funds and scholar-ff ised not by the ANC it-[ congress earlier this $ays, at a time of satisfy- SACP can be dangerous,
self, but by a shadowy

The communists”
hidden agenda

!

degree by members of Of course, it is a little smallholding, has been
the South African Com- difficult to take 'se- sending me furious let-
munist Party which is, j riously a party which ters insisting that the
by definition, a conspir- [/ claims — in 1989! — that Soviet Union’s steel pro-
acy whose stated aim isf| the main historical ten- duction has outstripped
a two-stage revolution)) dency of our epoch-is America’s, and that
first to overthrow apart{{ “the transition from Soviet . industry has
heid, and afterwards to' capitalism to socialism”. overtaken German in-
establish a communist The people of Poland dustry, and similar mad
state. » ‘and Hungary would die assertions. The SACP hi-

Don'’t také my word for laughing if - they over- erarchy, it seems to me,
it. Look at the SACP’s heard ' our true-blue inhabits the same world

. programme of action Reds. e of fantasy: .
adopted at the seventh - Path of Power also Nevertheless, -  the

year, and outlined in a ing low inflation and especially if the com-
document titled Path-to high employment (rising munist tail manages to
Power: “The sfruggle for €ven now in Britain), wag the ANC dog. For
national liberation, the that “the  working example, Path to Power
destruction of coloni- People of the advanced brushes aside the idea
alism of a special type capitalist country are of peacefully negotiated
and the transition to NOwW experiencing grow- solutions in South
socialism in ~ South ing unemployment and a Africa:  “Seizure  of
Africa required a vang- rising cost of living’!, In power by the revolution-
uard' marxist-Leninist the 50s the SACP at least ary masses is the funda-

day, the ANC members members of the SA Com+ party capable of provid-. got its facts right, even if mental task of the nat-

look more and more like munist Party.
“the people who sur-
rounded © every white is no longer the slightest
South African’s child- doubt that the ANC is
- hood and made it safe... led, organised and con-
Most of them, when the trolled to a dominant

. PR 1

Quibbles apart, there

ing a highly disciplined its intepretations: were ional: democratic
"tail the destruction of

‘guiding light of the masterthefacts. - ¥ e it
a L. ¥ i G
u;. § } A 3

scientific socialist out-  In recent years; 2

look ground in South lovely man living, I' tions;.." "

Africanrealities.” think, on a Transvaal = Th% ’
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organisation ._and - the _silly. Now it can’t even revolution. This will en-
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seems, comes back to
the theory of ungoverna-
bility, which has in the
past five years inflicted
such horrors on the
people of the townships,

*and has virtually de-

stroyed educational
institutions in Soweto.

In an apparent refer-
ence to the sinister
street committees, and
perhaps to the people’s
courts, Path to Power as-
serts that where “racist
institutions” have been
destroyed or seriously
weakened, “rudimen-
tary forms of peoples
government” are
already in place. The
people of the townships
will know what to make
of that assertion, but I
would not be surprised.
if1 the '~ “rudimentary
forms of government”
explained the . curious
lack of enthusiasm dis-
played so far for the re-
leased ANC leaders.

Worse is' to come. Of
the future, Path to
Power says: . “In the
period after the seizure
of power by the demo-
cratic forces, the work-
ing class will need to
continue  the struggle
against capitalism ...
Victery in the national
democratic = revolution
is, for our working class,
the most direct route to
socialism and ultimately
to communism.” -




Namibia’s ominous future =3 %
n balloting that began on November 7th and is to continue through the I1th,
Namibians arc voting in their first free election, At least half are likely to support
the South-West Africa People’s Organisation (SWAPO), the party that has waged
war against South African control of the territory for 23 years. Northern Namibia
is full of rumours that South Africa is forming a guerrilla movement of its own (o
destabilise the country if SWAPO wins. :

‘The rumours are odd in view of the liberal tone of South Alrica’s new
president, F.W. de Klerk. But Namibia’s National Council of Churches, a fiercely
anti-South African organisation, has been assembling what it says is the evidence.

In Rundu, capital of the northern province of Kavango (sce map), informants
dispute South Africa’s claim to have withdrawn all its troops from neighbouring

Angola as part of a peace accord. They say they visited the Angolan town of

Mukwe in October and saw South African army lorries there. In Rundu itself a
former political prisoner says he saw the South African oflicer who had once
interrogated him. He was wearing civilian cléthes. : ;

. People in Rupara, a Namibian frontier town 60 miles west of Rundu, say they
saw white soldicrs with blackened faces in camps on the other side of thesborder.
“T'hey also say they heard black soldiers speaking the language of the Namibia's
Herero people, who live 200 miles to the south. 1f true, these reports would
suggest that South Africa has not completely disbanded the Namibian army or the

/



feared para-military police, the Koevoet, as
required under the UN plan for Namibian
independence. :

TRy Rupara people also report sceing
military lorries moving (roops westward:
This coincides with reports [rom Ovambo-
fand, SWAPO's heartland, of soldiers from
across the border raiding cattle herds and - t )
local shops. R

T'wo missionaries who recently visited the ATLANTIO
Caprivi Strip’s Omega Base, once used by gy
the South African army and Angola’s UNITA -
rebels, found it being run by 50 white South
Africans who had been recently demobilised
from the army. About 6,000 bushmen live
nearby. Some 750 of them were part of the
old Namibian army and could casily be remobilised.

A UN policeman told FOREIGN REPORT about (wo “teachers” in the Caprivi
Strip who were thought to be working for the South Afvican sceret service,

A former major in the South Afvican army boasted to FOREIGN REPORT that (he
Namibian army could be re-assembled in less than a week. A police colonel i
Ovamboland said he could recall Koevoet in a matter of hours. !

Former Namibian soldicrs have attacked SWAPoO rallies. In Caprivi they have
formed an organisation called the Stamping Elephants. They guard the oflices of
the Democratic Turnhalle Alliance (OTA), the multi-racial group opposing
SWAPQ.

Former army and police oflicers say openly that they will resort (o foree if the
election is “unfair”, They have litde confidence in UN monitoring, which they
believe (with some reason) is biased in SWAPO's favour. They will also take up
arms if a SWAPO government secks revenge on those who worked [or the present
multi-racial government.

SWAPO's leaders preach reconciliation, but plenty of Namibians doubt their
sincerity. They point to the way SWAPO lcaders ordered the detention and torture
ol dissidents in their camps in Zambia and Angola. They name the man who they
believe was responsible. He is expected to be one of the most powerful figures in
a4 SWAPO government. ' &

SWAPO has tried to re-assure the territory’s 80,000 whites that there ‘will be a
place for them and private business after mdependence. The party has held talks
with De Beers, which mines diamonds, and R17, which mines uranium. It has also
circulated a rumour that a well-known 171°A leader, Dirk Mudge, might be invited
Lo join a SWAPO cabinet. ' A

But SWAPO's manifesto is not encouraging. While promising that there will be
“no wholesale nationalisation”, it asserts that “the state will have ownership of a
signilicant part of the country’s cconomic resources” and it talks about the
“moral superiority of socialism over capitalism™. Without foreign investment—
and how much will come in if the line of the manifesto prevails in the new
government?—Namibia's future looks bleak, whether or not South Africa tries to
destabilise it. :

NAMIBIA

Windhoek
[}




