THE POLI TI CAL SOCI OLOGY OF THE STRUGGLE

AGAI NST APARTHEI D I N THE PERI OD SI NCE 1980

The period of the 1980ts wi tnessed the nost unprecedented effort to end a system of
raci al oppression in South Africa. It is a period of struggle which, to the ardent
supporters of apartheid, marked liberalisation of the orthodox aspects of that system
through a reformprogramme initiated by the then President P WBotha. To those in

the oppressed community, it was a period in which white suprenmacy was bei ng

entrenched through further division and co-option of Blacks in a systemin which they
did not enjoy full political rights.

Emanating fromthese two perspectives was pol arisation and conflict of unprecedented
proportions resulting, on the one hand in w dening of divisions in the Wite comunity
evi denced by the fornmation of the Conservative Party and proliferation of pala-mlitary
and vigilante formations |like the AWB. On the other hand, there was consolidation of
the political base of the oppressed evidenced by the formati on of the UDF in 1983,
COSATU in 1985 and the Conference for a Denpcratic Future (GDP) in 1989.

Si nul t aneously, there was the spread of vigilante formations in the Bl ack townshi ps,

| NKATHA vi ol ence which intensified after 1987; there was al so the weakeni ng of and
ultimately the death of the Progressive Federal Party (PFP) and the formati on of the
Denocratic Party. It is a period which witnessed the proliferation of social novenents
in the formof strong Civics, Wmen and Youth groups, educational, health and other
simlar formations.

It culmnated in the 1111ng of all the previously proscribed organisations, release of
political prisoners, return of exiles, the suspension of armed struggle and the initiatio
n

of negotiations ainmed at ending the system of apartheid and the establishment of a just
and equitable order.



RESEARCH METHQDOLOGY

As this is a study of the recent period, it is suggested that the foll owi ng research
nmet hodol ogy i s considered: -

1. Archival nmsgggh -

3. Seminars -

RESEARCH QUESTI ONZS

a lot has been witten anal ysing various events, e.g.

forced removal s, consumer boycotts, schoo

protests, |abour etc. On the other hand reliable

press cuttings can be obtained with journalistic

reports recording these inportant events. These

woul d form an inmportant part of the background

research.

I ndepth interviews will have to be conducted wth

some of the people who played an inportant role

in various aspects of this period.

There may be need to convene senminars to

nmobi | i se scholarly intervention in the findings of

the research work.

" \What were the social forces nobilised behind the progranme of resistance against
apartheid in the period of the 1980s?

it What was the purpose of the reform st policy of the governnent of President P W
Bot ha and what social forces were nobilised behind it?

t What factors accounted for the proliferation of South Afn' cais social novenents?
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1': How were their programes and activities related to each other and the wi der

i beration nmovenent ?

it What was the central strategic perspective governing these forces dun'ng this

peri od?

i How did the strategy of repression, devel oped by the state, affect these fornations
at different stages of this period?

t Were the events of 1989 inevitable, or did the fall of Botha present and opportunity
for a different course to be pursued?

i At this turning point (1989) what was the bal ance of the forces and to what extent
did a change of strategy fromboth sides offer real possibilities for genuine change?
5 What is the significance of the 198% conpared to other periods of history for it

to have such an uni que history?

t’ What inpact did the unbanning of organisations have on other social novenments?

Al these are research questions that should give us a useful overview of the period
under study. As this will only be a nacro-perspective, it will give us a very superficial
under st andi ng of the period. However, the questions give us a useful appreciation of the
ki nd of research that is involved in the project.

A conprehensi ve questionnaire or research instrunent would contain sub-questions
around the main questions identified above. However, a useful starting point would be
aliterature survey that would ensure that the questionnaire is inforned by a proper
under st andi ng of the peri od.
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