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valerie Desmore was
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arfist to exhibit her work
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2Te e o ded through
the dark, cool passapes
of the house on the old
tamily farm of Lelkker-
win, st outside Paarl, to the court
g.?ard where Valerio Desriore stts wait-
Ing for us. She preens herself Hghtly
for the camera, stylish and understat-
edly elegant. At 73 she is gQuite shim-
ning, with a wicked sense of mrnour,
Desmore began painting at the age
of 11. The first time she was filmed
was when she wag intaryioawmna about

.r.-'“g'\h-l'u‘i‘

her first exhibition at ihe ATgus
Gallery at the age of 16. She was tout-
ed as a kind of wunderiind and the
excitemnent of it led ber over and over
again te the cinema whore i Wwas
showing to see herselfl on screern

It seems tragic that it has taken
more than 5¢ years ior the local spot
light to shine on her gain. Two of
her early paini ings feature on Bl A
Miles's exhibition Land and Fives: 7 ¥
areer Black Artists correntd ¥ Show
ing a1 the South African National
Gallery. This is one of the Ceasons
wiy Desmore has returned to South
Africa afler such a iong time.

She left South Africa In 1945 at the

Viore than 50 years ago
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Unwecognised: Only tast yvear did the Johannesburg Art Gallery buy foew of Valorie I

age of 200 [0
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n .ondon

IS 30 siles’s catalopue that she

1S 1 1l rawied ged as the firsd

bla Wrican woman artis
eVert { N - 0 "‘uv';f's}"‘l{ i_.li f@:’“b‘:{?'!
Al waich Desrore is nac
31014 pecially since it has
SOR ¥ oSt of her tife.

' COIHes fiersalf as an
X pressionst, anag found herself bored

alid Frusiratoed Wit the Lype of acad-
CINIC canon being taught in many of
the art schools when she got to Lon-
don. She was far more altracted to
nore “anti-establishment” avant-
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Sne also studied fashion de-
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Joontinue her art studies  pardists, and particularly the Gocman
F.xpressionists and Vienna Secos.

s10nists who, by the tinge she arriyed

“degenerate artists” by Hitler
she also delved into the new
thoughts in literature, psyeholoey and
music at the time — Freud and Jun p
safka, Rilke, Stravinsky, Prokofiey
spunky and fearless, she sent Oskar
nokoschka a fan Jetter. She even went
to visit him while he was still living
i Engiand. She was on personal
terms with many of the people who
mspired her thinking. But with a
greatl wariness of art dealers and a
recogntition of the economic harards
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ERMOre’s works.
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of Bving by Aor ard al, e,
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any vears. Sne hoped that she conild

CEUT 0 Ner art committedly later

v §

aithout the fear of being froed to com
prajnise, 'Thus she did
sie eontinued, however. io BIo-
duce work all the time. Much of her
#Ork looks at the intricacies of fami-
es; sibling rivairy — spidery —
Armned sisters wrestling one another
0 the ground: and of women rapped
within the restraints of patriarchal
hving. A particularly strik INg series
from the late Bighties explores gitna-
tions in which men become deper-

dent ol women's sexuzlity. Closply
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related are her themes on hunger —
astomishing images which intuit
nunger on many levels, She still
paints to this day.

The fact that Desraore has gone un-
noticed and unacknowledged in
south African art history tup until
now, stands out as a glaring and em-
carrassing omisslon. Only last year
did the Johanneshurg Art Gallery ac-
quire four pieces of her work. No oth-
er natinnal institntions or collections
have followed suait. It would be 2 fur.

ther insalt and great loss if this were
ol rectilied durting her lifetime. We

canenly hope that one of owr instiiu.
tions has the visien 1o do this,
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j A thrill--that iz how I deserio
‘my visit {0 Galnshorough Gallieries,
‘'where paintings . and drawihgs by
| Valerie Desmore, Cape Town's tal-
| ented 16-year-old detist) w‘pr Or |
view from March 29 to April |3, l

From 96 ‘exhibity a. young wuingd
eould be seen Inguisitively probing
‘| possibilities 'ﬁ\ovmv forward by
ldev!ous pathaitowards its | suited
L medlum——now ;& brllllant colones |

lof exuberant ‘spivit ‘agdint inl
.5sombre shades’ of deep thought,
 “In the Witgs” «impressed me
;most. several’ ballet: dabcers are
seen loitering off-stage, while an-

| other dancer can be seent on-stage, |
and  the warm' flood of; footlig hits |
lummrts an amuzm:lv real:a ¢ re~ |

'production of ‘stage’ atnio: sphore:

;ch_er outstanding 'efforty were|
| “Self Porfralt”, “Ma!av Gosstps™, |
| “Capo Tlowér Sellors”,. "“""I:sllt::»wL

Dahjias”, “My Studlo Boy'a.’

}Hcad" and. "Gamb;ers m District

8ix?”, 3
| Miss Dcsmore has a5 A deéidcd leun.

g towards the sensuyal'and taste!
fbr the - fantastie;  Versatile ‘as she .
i, it is imnos.sible 10 disoern yetl |
the lines' alohg’ whicli ‘her” future
| works will - travcl but 1t is ‘en-
| couraging - that: she, shows naidis- |
- ‘nosztlon to pander to glamonr.’ She!

is' mot: sguweamish about | depioting.
| sordidi aspects of. Qg inf - this]
'(’ountry w— pﬁ“ﬂ)l'ﬂ‘c have® iu|

 Valerie Desmore o potentl ploncﬂr%
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Roza van Uc]dcren, a d}mamlc

teacher and friend of Irma

| Stern, conducted stﬁ.mu]ating art
yeels for schoolchild
projecls Tor schnoolentidren.
Again racial diserimination
{orced Valerie to leave and Roza,
. prelending to be Valerie’s moth-
¢, em:ouecl ]‘lcr al a convent. Yct

this worthy etlort pro\fed eTTIO-

. tionally unsettling to Valerie
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