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it, because you must kill it, otherwise it will bite someone else.

So a stick becomes

part mm of ones daily garb for a male person..

Fights took place not only amongst

boys, which could be provvoked very easily indeed, because it was really a kind of game,
between friends, who would pick up sticks and start beating one another, very EEKEXK

ferociously, as if they were beating each other, in fact, 41200\224 a game.But fer young
men of

20 or more to bx beat up people, then it is a serious affair and when it happens, there
are serious injur .s and people get kiiai-\201 killed.

It tends to inyovle communities

and

areas, more than a clash amongst boys.

Iremember quite a number of these in which | was

involved.

()ne of them was let me say, a game fight.

It started with a boy who was our

neighbour.

His parents were recent inni-\202grants into our area, Ganavu was his name.
th by any means the most beautiful person | haad seed seen!

His whole features were

those of a tough,unsmiling Chap fbr whom life seemed to be nothing but strict business.
One day | provoked him into a fight.

Five minutes after we had started, | was

beginning to realise | had made a disastrous mistake!

He didn’t seem to feel my blows,

but his were stinging.

He was strong and every blow that | couldn’t stop landed on me

and | felt it.

In the meantime he didn’t seem to react to any of my blows which

went past his defenses.

In the end | just lowered my sticks and stopped.

At that point

he could have continued, but he realised that | was calling it a day.

| had had enough!



| never touched him.again! But exactly because he had lashed me so very hard | was not,to
say the least,very fond of Ganavu.

Other contests went reasonab ly well.l developed confidence, and | cmmnenued some respect

at least the boys would not be quick to provoke me into this game fight.
But one day, we were

at school, and when we were at school we sometimes knew that there was going to be a figh
t

that day.

So I'd come to school with my sticks which you hide somewhere before you

enter the school premises, to take them out after school.

So | had gone to school with my sticks,

we were going to

meet a group from one of the areas.

In the afternoon after school | went

to pick up my sticks and my side grouped up and we went to the arena of the fight.
The opposing

group was there in the Vicinity, so we formed a line, took positions, | was number 2 from
the

right and there were possibly about 20 of us.
The other group were across a small rivulet and
they were approaching us.

They crossed this rivulet and then moved up to our positions
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we waited, they were about the same number.

Shortly after they crossed this rivulet, which

would have been about 50 metres, from where we were, we observed that their number 2 from

their left flank was a very short, very stout, tough looking boy, and he immediatelysiapp
ed i-\201orwand

and walked ahead of his line approac hing us, and as he did so, he was looking up and dow
n our

line as if to choose his victim.and | said to the boy on my right,
"Do you see this chap?,

what is he relying on?".

He was coming alone, leaving his group behind and coming up
very oontemptously.

This was very oonsting.

And we say "what's the matter with this man?,

what is he relying on?".

He came, straight up to me, and raised his stick to strikea Rt.this
time | was still consted about who this man was, what he was.
Why was he so sure?

He

raised his arm to strike.

| retreated!

| stepped back and he charged, | turned and our line

broke on our right flank! and the whole lot of us started fleeing - before we had made

contact. They gave a brief chase so we regrouped and no one could explain what had happen
ed.

All my pen peers had been watching this chap and wondering what he had.

What was he, was he

a human being?

And the whole thing was amusing, because he couldn’t have been anything,

but just one of the other side, and what were we running away froqr?

So we regrouped and

returned to the fight.

But by that time our opponents had dispersed and we never met them

again, except of course we would meet in the classroom, and make jokes about it all.

This game with sticks was in later life to win for me one of the greatest friends | have
had.

That will come later.



Bigger boys, some of fwhom had been to work in the plantations, mines young men, really
who were now back at home, were generally in two groups:
those who had been affected some-

what by, let me say those who had either seen a bit of schoolzhad left school at grade on
e

grade two level, gone to work, otherwise came from what I'd call Christian homes, except
during the periods
such as harvesting or ploughing,, we'd be meeting in groups.

various



never calling her by name, but more often than not, we prefixed the word MOther, which
means that the child is a member of a very wide family, extending beyond ones parents
and brothers and sisters.

That is why | was once stunned when | went into a dance hall

in Orlando, Johannesbung,irlthe middle of the 19308 and fbund there people of'middle

age and young men and women, but also there was a child, couldn’t have been more than 10
years

old, who was also dancing around there, not taking notice ofa\200\231anybody.

It struck me as

strange that she didn’t feel she was in the company of elderly people, and should be
reserved and controlled in her manners.

She treated ev erybody as an equal.

It stuck in

my mind, and then of course | was soon to become used to that kind of thing in that
situation, but going back to the countryside after that, and holidays and so on, one

would find you are in something that approximates to the condiitions in which you grew up

’respect, fbr those older than yourself.

And so back to tending calves and spending the afternoons with the bigger boys, herding,
later

‘the task falls on your shoulders as you get bigger and it fell on my shoulders, but |
enjoyed it, | liked it.

| liked to take our cattle to lush_grazing areas ahd the grass was

really gpod and they would enjoy it.k | could see this by the way they would: grab at it.

| made it a point always to scout around fbr the next place that | could take them to and
usually the best grazing areas were in between the cultivated fields.

Nbst herd boys

would not want to approach these areas, because there was a risk of the cattle trespassin
Ig:sg:Sed training my herd for moving through narrow lanesspperating cultivated lands, bu
?r:teoagg]gn areas whic h werg for the purposes of'grazing,untoudhed.

This took some time to

teach the cattle the cattle how to behave, but indeed they did learn, although there were

olev er ones who tried to cheat, but we developed a systemwhere they would move properly

through a narrow strip 0ofa\200\230grass onto an open field and confine themselves to the
grass.

Now and again somegof course,tried to steal and the way they did it showed they were
aware of the rules.
A cow would approach the lanes, and | would be standing some 15 feet

inside the field and wato hing, and the cow would approach a stalk, a mini stalk and care
fully

eat all the grass around it very quickly, and move to the next one, and do the same thing



, leav inj
the stalk intact and quickly move on to the next one, eating very rapidly, then snato h a
tthe

third



and dash away as soon as it had done so, becauSe if it didn't, it knew by then that very
shortly my stick would be landing on its’ nose!

| had done this quite often.

It was

my way of teaching them to leave the millie stalks alone.

It was interesting, the way they

got to understand this and it made me enjoy grazing cattle, and of course the particular

satisfaction | had, was when | then returned home after watering them, their tummies woul
d

be bulging and their milk would be in very good condiition.
Because of that the cows would
regularly yield more than normal quantities of milk to our delight of course, because the

best meal, short of'meat, was a sour milk preparation ,SOUR NELK MIXED WITH dry powdered
maize.

Quite a delicacy, and it was a main thing to look forward to, any day and even during the
week

it was something to b e treated to this meal,

it's not clear why we enjoyed it so muo h

but therefbre there was an.ulterior motiv e in making sure that | grazed the cattle

very well .

During the winter, of course the cattle were free to wander wherev er they liked.

There was no question of grazing them or looking after them, beyond roun ding them up
in the late afternoon and bringing them.baok to the enclosure for the night and releasing
them

in the morning.4\200\231 Also during the

winter,

there wasn't m.uoh milking to do, so there was

no question of seperating calves from their mothers.

Beyond grazing cattle and participating in

the milking sessions, there were other things for us to learn.

One of the most important of

As with everything else; you learnt on the job.

these was spanning cattle.

no school or lessons, you selected and were told which oxen and cows, usually oxen, to
sele_ct 1-\2020r inspanning and you learnt how to make them fall in line, face the same di
gﬁ::gg'on leather prongs around their heads, around the horns,

while an older person was

There was

Putting the yOke on



all of them, and then taking one at a time and placing it in position.

its neck and securing it with a leather prong, known as, | think a 'strop’ in Afrikaans.
You.would do this with a.whole string of them, there could be a span consisting of 8 pair
S

there were 7, 6, u, ususally 2 pairs for certain purposes, but if they are to pull a heav

y

load, there could be as many as eight, and you have the oxen standing on the same side ea
oh

You learnt on

with a yoke and then you begin to bring in the others to complete the pairs.

the job, you made mistakes, you were pulled up for it, but in the end you became quite
That done, you had to learn how to lead the span

skilled in the process of inspanning.
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ro@ enougq to control a horse

z

’

rse"wae™a"lso excited by the movement and the number of people-

SO
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1-\202csnri-\201ahoh ' O04;

W ages before my Father reached WWO?
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L&\200\23004\200\234t5 , Lki-\201.

a\200\234L

and

Ci-\201pttlalli-\201 RA¢ SLDL$

MLAa\200\234? C6011

25

| envied theird\200\230 etttrfa\200\224a pair of trousers, t? shirt, WW 18\1200\224en-A«hbe
4\200\2240bher'm

a? 4\200\234ate&\200\234 won.

1: Masai? wen!- Baxea\200\231coot and m1 drA©ss

-e-.8\2001230-4\200\230 33

.t-e-3iu

- a\200\230: -.

was Bandsa\200\235,
114\200\231

at Prue ac doaw

S

and a\200\234A10,um Need
-s'W,

Which

or
| tied around my waist so that it hung over my back and legs,W up between the legs
and secured it around the waist so that it formed a kind of bagy underpants.

FO r 4\200\2344\200\2344\200\224
111% rest,

i-\202 s,mdnmu&\200\230A»
worA©
MWWW a limit bhnket which hung over the lefa\200\230t shoulder

and&\200\224bedy and was secured around the neckLse&\200\224that the right shoulder and t
he rightM

With a knot, {Warn} Cree.
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hand-WW stick

area)

On me My

blanket: [The desire to wear shoes WW father whead\200\224lae wore his boots W

did when he W long distances on horse back | thought he always looked very smart wearing
(Men [7

and

his long boots and leggAS8ings.

(he day | came across a pair of? shoes which wesea\200\224{aegstad\200\23104\200\224iy
SOWCO0O0Q

mouf

a\200\230N0OJc.

\

{3

{

3

i

N\(o\osca\200\231(

a\200\230L.

raq

E discarded.

They looked to me to be in good condition andwW

{t
i-\20209?

| deoidedL| would weaR&\200\224thesed\200\224sheeea\200\2240n special oooasionA© and surp
rise the fa\200\230amilg.

(4\200\235tar Ham on Somt

was Sure.

| theagf that:

14\200\230

ti apart from my father" | was the only

59:54 occasmn wrweaa\200\230 0a\200\230-

A8/

ELeWW when my father sent me on an errand to the town of Bizana.

the family to have a pair 0ofa\200\230 shoes.

a\200\230ad&a\200\231



Doc.
tn

i
) 1 was going there on foot.

My shoes had been kept ooneead\200\224leda\200\224les-t anyone should 85% to borrow them
Cattguiif hiddi-\201n (5

(age,

$cAck

I

a\200\230

1

aor’ ask me to hand them overWi-\201mi-\2014\200\224sheesa\200\224MWWW
,One the day ofa\200\230 the trip | WWW place of hiding and carried them

unitl

gook

Haw From

Hum?

9

(Law, as

Coors as j:

Kiwi

| was some 200 yards from the town.

14\200\224A«haa&\200\224thqu-jost crossed the rivulet known as Bizana and-

| put them on and walked to the townW

E wktrA©

emu? | joined the crowds Mhieha\200\224were moving and milling aioeandr-Bizana along> 143
E single main

H;

r

street aaWua\200\231c-i-\2010Fa\200\2244\200\230r&\200\230esa\200\224severaf-Shops. /It d
id not take me long to observe that | was a

QHQAINOO : wag PM)"

ur ?\c(aA "5117(8.
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MR44&\200\234 m1 neaFfa\200\231c&a\200\2304a\200\235

centre of attpaetion. Wmmoemeg | was dressed at my very best
A&\200\224i-\201eata\200\224pqg

0.8mm, ,._

a\200\235\e,

Pacfa\200\231

"

was. g

0fé\200\230 shorts, a shirt andW of shoes. 6 combination | had never had in my life.
-\201chctca\200\230. Him? onse wino

I

/

s

Q
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0la\200\230ftgtgmn

WDuJol

Rat(G (*an 4\200\23017

(0O0k back

aa\200\2304\200\235 mi.

passed 4\200\230me’ moving in the opposite ’
., 745-12\200\224halA£-umleA¢-to.loek™at_thaH&a\200\224netieedothata\200\224mey
{everof |

| went 1nto[shops and there was a silent

}

LVLIIa\200\230C-UQV

commotion

| entered ..:-_

08\200\234! 09 8\200\234CM .
(00V1F50.{"(A¢n Skvipua\200\230g

anal
Ua\200\230:/"

aa\200\235



everyone,

'Stmu’xca\200\230 ofa\200\234 mt. 1’ ShoJQ
M around feeling that | was really on top of the world. WW

Manic. 4\200\234no mpg? aA¢

a\200\231l

If,

a\200\230

roh

and

Even

a\200\230

mom wan&\200\231rrt

So in and out of shops,A£up and down the pavement,W horse _4\200\224
men riding in the main streetW by my attire, WW

QFPIMCO&\200\230 F01114\200\234



understand.

ThA»!
Peepig knew no one who had spent so many years learning something that

ng, uSLCVA Pua\200\230?A°A8A¢4\200\224’
I

TU

0

o

Sana; Lo Some.

w

Standard 6 and then weal? study for’ three years bedbgWWWF
blank" On H
more. (5 order H tmnme fuckers.

{L&\200\2310uas

no" among NR]

Oh

Aand nda\200\230body knew why | had to stayLat school soW who had
thunk

4\200\2300hqd&a\200\231

4\200\234nan OH'WIS,

started school after- meLwera\200\230e now ..

00A

a
41200\23012\200\231Laca\200\230uA©g
01063:!) 09 &4\200\234wit own.
(34\200\23472 rm.

ct ncuua\200\230 Amthd
a\200\231

4\200\234ch
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4\200\234mu? ("L

a\200\230Ww004a\200\230

Put"
me,
On
0

’

una\200\230nl
a\200\230*a\200\2344\200\224

1:

\&\200\230wad
ochtu&\200\230rccl
0a\200\234

Ao

4\200\230

rxoi-\202xI"
Wo004a\200\230
anJ

eend\200\224abeut-me-eutd\200\224ei-\202’al-La\200\224the-ehia\200\224ldpen&\200\224bap-t
he&\200\224young

HA." | S&4\200\230wu’04\200\230
(Dn&\200\230mute, ad\200\2300ng cf.4\1200\230
0oC

wLCnh |



"WGWW He died asa\200\2241a\200\224wers
wkda\200\230n | was capoHrL-
#01463 Hwt 'diwui-\2024\200\230Ent ac Lulua\200\2347? is

..-. one year away fmm

W.
none {ry Bna\200\230m"i-\202

mhdn, T? Lt OL3 nob&\200\231 "wt 4\200\231ra Rt f"14\1200\224
Wa\200\230u" A°\
WWWWWWW was
lam. H.

dA©'Jv. at least
4\200\230novc

HM. Saks Codnon
0?- Kmum

I

a4\200\230

Ont. dai-\201
ua\200\230NO

Lilian, my younger brother, LwasWW around t-4\200\230ei-\201 years old

(Our

4\200\230

61’

4\200\234*6 PWLL
wag

iWe-togei-\202ler playing Lclose to home Rai-\201 we saw our- span of.4\1200\230 oxen comi
ng up the road .

WIi-\2011-\202 me

kan

28\200\230mvj

a: PL.&\200\235

(3\200\2300 N1 5"Vda\200\230e-g
é&l;sl\'/iwa\zomzm R (42\200\2304

4\200\230khn 014\200\234 one,
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were,

m
A«h(81200\2300

Wmsfa\200\224homa\200\224they were returning from somewhere and we ran to have a ride on
the

|

onAx:

On ("LL va\200\230ia\200\230kf.
"

wagon.

Alan outmn me and he made for the nearest wheelad\200\231whioh was the front 14Wa\200\235.
Getting

m

there,he tried to climb teta\200\224thea&\200\230zaBa\200\224ef the wagon by holding on t
o the movza\200\230mg wheel and pui-\201ting

CL

leaf ?00t on the spokes . WThe wheel carried him forward! sad dropped h im in front
"V

A

of.41200\230 itself,4\200\230 and ground across his stomach.

dn've-r

wa\200\2300a\200\230b

TheW had evidentiy seen

A\oad

4\200\2300een

enii-\201ga\200\224buta\200\224Ws not; near enough to help, ButLhe rushed there and meneg
ed to pull Alan out

non)

a\200\235H; ka\200\234?7?4a\200\2344\200\234".9/

aww-f) ,

just as the

rear right end heavier wheel was WM Had that happened, WW
CUFOMhNEY Laue betr, kdlcda\200\230 Hts

J

A© W mother instructed him nev er again to ride on a wagon, and so he was banned from
K



a favourite activity 0fa\200\230 meA©a\200\224eewgon. 'Qqea\200\224semeAi-\201j'unetiena
\200\224waswmdem

Was Lu lame anal&\200\234! a dxFCu/mla\200\230
W

50H&\200\234

4\200\2344\200\2305

"a\200\231

I

a4\200\230

ahbul’ U)

go Ouet bum.

Alan uodo&\200\230
ban {mi
mAa\200\230(
Ouxa\200\2307?

"A© (11mm, On one

mother some years EUEQA Zakelea\200\230the only son of my fathers second wife&d\200\231Qd
arrivedzfra\200\230om

0

(Dartncul’ar
QVCQ'KFOOOP),
I

bad:
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a\200\224



#
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X (AMY?
hfa\200\230€4\200\231
(i 60

4\200\230

SC 941200230

(C 0fa\200\234? PP’
'3 14\200\231 - 4\200123014\2001230

, WWW} was looking, after i cattle about
I

a mile away from home,LZekele mmeAwalking with Chancebeside him- eeda\200\224serdthe did
not know

GnoL
a\200\234P’

I

A£nACAC k.
where the

L
rest of the horses werd\200\230el aeA©vg

asked me -to take Chance to

J 04\200\23010
a4\200\234\cri-\202.
anal

[>56¢h

me, 4\200\234a and

Wes , ,
a\200\231\ Bu? 1 kbol

ac W:
thin leather strip tied around his lower jaw,me
45



0C wotheq MW (A«Lance
no xa\200\230ra\200\230hra\200\230tun
H&a\200\235, 4\200\230mtse&\200\231A©

A

| Ghente-NH&\200\224wesni-ta\200\224geinga\200\224te&\200\224wwto the other horses, who w
ere about two miles away, and

SOon as
mA»; Emua\200\235! was along,

outa\200\224ei-\201-sigi-\201tri-\201pema\200\224merewewei-\201ex | was going to rid/e’y
I mMWWi-\201L-E&\200\231S54a\200\230fm

switehesa\200\230inJa\200\224eetremva\200\224iefa\200\231WWf took the strap with my lefa
\200\230t hand whiehms&\200\224the&\200\224 A«wWw

T, e, m.

A

¢

(Capt OFFL&\200\230)
(1-5.,

/

4\200\230

oanWk-end from the left side 0? the horse, L-lespa\200\231cronteva\200\230ifis beck. LI h
ad hardly landed



18

C414\200\234- prachuc. 0Q \Ci-\202a4\200\230ns ma\200\234IA¢ wiHoda\200\224 A wecma\200
\231cn cortract’

rnuiktd\200\230 74\200\230
anouacr

$oc{:"\(

have,

one.

rovidcd

occas. n

Gar

remsl-m’

4\200\2355.14 have. drain? a? (LSorhngi-\202 *0 Such hmkux. TN; dots. not mean &\200\234w
k {ler

Any dam, to Hunt return Tn our Own

A«was newerany cause for litigation81t where that arose

or \vke, mbi-\202ptda\200\231da\200\231mi-\201
(LA\200\231 was due. to Some, gwuma mtstakcwtkc. Lonccphon 09 ngkts

.&4\200\230
(0]

..a\200\230
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.8\200\224.
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FWVN'H Bwa\200\235VW&a\200\230Wa\200\230JH 6-4\200\235 09 Han ware. Basedon d?4\200\234cun
t meA»); 09 Wt. (4m) and most"

vandfwere brought
wart.

du. (y

before the customary courts’lanefa\200\230 discussed by the elders of the commityandla
\200\230r&\200\230esolved

a. (:00

Lan m Muse,

In seRe cases they went as far as the magistrates courts. Butan
{3

was a Vui-\202 rate.

Last. wkpk mvolued

a\200\230
@)

@)
9.
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a

a\200\2305
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was (:0 toSafe

anattempt to Cheat.W 'lhera\200\230e weuld-a\200\230f

be prosecution for LcrimesW theft;Lofa\200\230 oattleh horses .
Su (8

us umuy

oF

.The society was not perfect.

Bwla\200\231 11?

4\200\230-+ -
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r a -was oneWww

a Spah" Oc

A ambutc&\200\230
5%

a gcncrol

Ca\200\2300mmA’hbn" $0 mul’vma\200\230
Aassistanee and mutLal support.

aci-\201utslhan
Tne sharing of property rather thanLungust1fa\200\2301edW

It's

at the expense of others A

0005

an 4\202-5580hb&\200\230

value .

En annual event of great prominence was Christmas Day.
A©ra\200\231ly in the moming)we kids

would go round from house to house calling Kisimsi Bokisi, meaning Christmas Box
and HM, request For q enacts? was

WW

seldom

tW ignored.

Later in the day the people would assemble at the trading store

gicl's,&\200\231 j?
to exchange ChristmasWw’

a\200\234\quhous
was a very mgsefus way of making money on the part

0f&\200\230 the trader who | believe was the one wholLconeeived the idea in the g fa\200
\2301r'st plae,1,

{wool

MW He WOUId bake large quantities of small loaves and other ead\200\230EQJA®s
WWWwW

mast 0(3, Hum (Ji-\202ceal

ScA» a4\200\230aw Hth’ a.4\200\234 but A gem 0? 4\200\230rs CutfornLtS

W; mm anm.

WM People would buy a loaf of bread and give it to a relative, loven, 0"

lovens relative/and the recipient was expected to reciprocate by also buying a loaf and.
presenting itWWW This

1/.A»
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a\200\231

naturally created a great deal ofWW buying
A¢A¥C\"CmAENn% wktpa\200\230x
0OC&a\200\230LO

(60L +0

else

all

a\200\2344\200\2354,

4\200\230 someth1ng[\fa\200\230mm the store but It wavaera\200\230y enjoyable 33% many pe
ople were surpizised to

receive a particular present from an unexpected source.

W h

, Wya\200\224te&\200\224buya\200\230eanetwye
(Lt vannhyi-\201- :A©nd
VCC\PFOA¢:A¢Ja\200\230\0

sometki-\202rg&\200\224immtupnra\200\224qui went on until the early afternoon by Rhich tm
ie the supplies

would (38.
(04\200\230.

wear? exhausted, if.4\200\230 not the monies that people had brought. mic? course people
wOuld be sure
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a\200\230114\200\234

A teacher would nod his consent andLaagotheW’'a\200\235’
wKqu was

a

Cankrooho&\200\230n

DC He

sya\200\230nFanc,a\200\230

"please/ teacher, may | M
[can &\200\234u room,

a\200\234um a numkef o; ouiug "a\200\235(4\200\234Imi-\201 mg INOVU 5L04a\200\234? (hanks

fa\200\230

H

announced, B
dla\200\230saepA©mfcd.
diesapetnt-rfg.
a\200\230.-' 2,9
-4\200\230f <3 -::.= 3.3.
a--.ul-.0.

1a\200\230 |

9 24\2001234 &4\200\230
Um;

| certi-\202my

was very nervous, i-\201ns was my first encounter with an inspector. W

We end ofad\200\230 the various tests, the results were

and whoa ,
I. had failed the examination.W was naturally most

Bu!- ht,



When | reported back home that | had failed, my father was furious. W
buns (untus

y
rower a\200\234nan WW me .

with the teacherW He did not believeLl had failed He believed
WAIa\200\234

HMJ’ 4\200\235NC.

hacker Lui 4nda\200\234! ('0 Lcack me, pMpHH

A fai-\201eda\200\224me aanaid, " ou must leave that schoolyead\200\224A©ent(go back ther
e again.

51 502,00 "(0 an M" *0

You will now go to Ludeke" &\200\230 The decision had been taken, 99 term at Embhobheni s
chool

had summarily been ended and | was not to set my foot there again
Hhm
the new

year opened | went ye? another- school,,Lthis time La big school, the biggest | had atten
ded

{0

\ (k

and

Ot&a\200\230

W44:

W the Ludeke Methodist Mission School ,AA©hiA©4a\200\230h had classesup to
the

sixth standard.

bodgke was in many ways 17,9399 a new experience.

To begin with there were

many more children Lwith ages ranging from youngsters in standard one to big boys and gir
Is in

HUB 1

gundard six.

There were W class&\200\230roomsLand several teachers, incgluding mistresses ,
more

Hon &4\200\2301’

kaci (oer Stan



all this helped to make school initially very intersting, Bit
there was one major problem.

Was

SOmc.

4\200\2310 MRRS

abeut Ludeke/EBWWW from my home, WW and to
A1,

‘qupe

Ay.

cover that distance twice a dathook awanya\200\230r4\200\230om the excitement ofa\200\230
going to soghool.

0 quot chat

Foot

.On

’

LA©peCmuUY A C(ntui-\202’
3:
OCFcn

was aé\200\224specmla\200\224pheblei during the rainy season when iWu arrived at school d
renched to

the skin and continued in that condition until the clothing dried on yeui, My parents

me .

reooggised that schooling was becoming an increasing burden and that | was beeeming more
and

A

glada\200\234 0

(VUY AAA»! god

A

0. pwa\200\230mnhi-\201’

more reluctangt to walk tings distance W so they arrrd\200\230anged that | stay with
Waited [4\200\2300 (oohjouA©4\200\230c

{arm &4\200\2301

fwiaes in the vicinity 0fa\200\230 the school.W my father Wow

-\201n (4\200\230ekun

a
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to theW of the family 81200\230
4\200\230

$000

7

a\200\231nnc

(4\200\235Ma 00!,

L&\200\230

bag of maize at a time.

But this errranganentLran into d1fflou
ies with&\200\224the&\200\224First
95094\200\2306

@3111in | stayed withi-\201aetheli-\2014\200\224aseh51 bag of maizelprocpvided by my pare
nts for the whole

(st

a\200\235"3-

rm] own upkacp, a\200\2300 Cccd
Indhad. when Ks

0;!th

and

Soon

QCFHWOTJS

fam1ly Whig was finished they wealA©a\200\224gsk for anotherWt
One,

mote...

How |

W for yetW father could not understand vesa\200\224thg
CotdA© qda\200\231
fmmHWMWQWea\200\224MWWWW
Cram!

(705

W%WW%WWHW

mote. mutt: War,
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own 1&A«(J
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teams according to localities, spend the day together, singing and dancing moving around
to beer drinking sessions and more troublesome in the community than not.

Sometimes

behaved provoki-\201tively,always carried sticks, ready to fight and very often engaged c
orrespr

ending groups from different parts of the area,

END



CASETIE 2 -

Domestic and Other. Activities
WWWWAa\200\235WWa\202-WWW
[LIwWhammtrmmxti-\201mci-\202wmcmnwthem...

mgwyoung boys, peeeA©bi-\202y at the age of three or four, we-mxi started ebui-\201duties
by herding

I
m
v

oalvw. Every nigh: the cattle -

- were sepgrated from

the calvesw into a relatively largeenclosure, known as a Cattle Kraal,
the

and

{3447

wAa\200\230A» H,

(an 058361 L

0

calves were seperateda\200\224eutd\200\224and put into aLl/smaller enclosure W? the mger
one.

In the
to rd’'um

morning the biger boys took&\200\2300uz the cattle and drove them away for grazing: W
www a\200\230mkt, out

(ANNA &\200\234CCU In

Hwe,

early afternoon fepa\200\224grazmg: In the meantime, the young boys took out the calvesA»

ah&

’

(JwH'u’xg a\200\234am



W them to graze around the home,
Came: BMK H Be. rmle

back into their enclosure as the cattle

6:"

arri

SDmMC,("\mc&\200\230> b1

M™$

antic. 0" even m1 Cc- Qa\200\230L&\200\230dra\200\230
session, which would be done by one of. the older boys,
Our

E&\200\231aS-LK

4\200\231
QGKIC

{QRWQ \ia\200\231

éudﬂb CO: A°"4\20012344\200\231L4\200\230 ha\200\234
amA©®A&a\200\224keepmga\200\224Hweé\200\224WW WMd be"goingmem&\200\2244\2001224-4\200\224%er
ea\200\230was

- d’'mstoletwteaohcalfxanddupmga\200\224ehea\200\224medcmg-wea\200\224woaidwsti-\201id
1m.)H&\200\224,A¢ a\200\234N(kex " would (Save. 41200\2344\200\23054\200\230

Ki-\201kt &\200\230i" OWO0

A¥ucn anAe,
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- 0’a\200\234:

WW before the cow had been completely drainedMW
50 as 4\200\2300 (L?

A

111W stop
Sonoohng,

WC.
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Sa\200\230awn’

[mi

A.

local life or’ going to work.

But | did manage to pass the annual examinations,W

4\200\2311

’

muck

justad\200\224mnagec} and moved on to standard four, This was 1929. mi would see my last a
ppearance

as a pupil at the LUdeke school . WWWWeam-Imeke
1

a\200\224Yy
WWAEMWii-\201lemnWMememmomZ1i-\201m

WWmethavwefemedm A«thenvtra\200\230adingwstorea\200\230: i What



sort of people manned these trading stores?

At lkrkhlabukasia\200\231wea\200\224ham @me

Du 70.417 .

| recall Farmer Kirk at one time and atanotherd\200\230 a certain Mr Dutei-\201k There wa
s a third /(

a\200\235Inge r 4\200\231

Acre:

Seth?"

one who was something: 0ofa\200\230 a bullyytnse-eammomWWembera\200\224ani-\202identi-\201
n.

(mm; "Il tmemtef

wloosc,

0? {PAACCGAa\200\230

Scrcca\200\231s

HM.

Vhiw%mwlveworihmmmmi-\202i-\202MhWi-\201-Haei-\201m {- c om
Wat. Du (0*. LA\200\230GD&\200\230 Iwo
WWWMyi-\201mmti-\202hie-wi-\201ei-\202ndi-\202hildheneonmunieat-edwfreely’
IJJR WLOM 1.

c103:

was

aqc,

Sons

rl-

(o

va\200\2300

i-\202) 2,1°

(One. (8

[r Nina&\200\234! .

*WI4\200\2241i-\201g&\200\230ersvw Wwwriestmd.,i-\202i-\202"a"simiii-\201rW



9a\200\230 g.
254\200\230!
Ha

goti-\201.

a6

-\202
a\200\234

-\201
-\201
u

m
m

A«(Oé\200\230 054\200\230; (4\200\2341
c\

{foc



17

our to A

said out a fairlai large chunk ofa\200\230 meat from the portion on the A«943% and w it a
way; He

row} RP

mag do this more than onceWW that he was, in effect, taking more

Bu&\200\234 no one. wade! Condam

40 1.1.

max

ml

than was due to him,” Se-evezr the portion of meat suppocfsed to be shared among, say, ei
ght

So

a\200\234Ha?

5

loos

301.06

numbbf; 5¢ skated 51/ 64\200\230414\200\234 45 kn&\200\234. (4)801
people W beyond thatW the meat was flnlshed

Kc. m; For; would 415911-519. Bub Hang would 44.ch 5L a MHL kepl- back
for the dayWWW for the third day when a

few ofa\200\230 the men and women would
1*1AC.

nofa\200\230 see at 4\200\234he

T0.1};

F.0r [14\200\231 LSCtnhAuf gave. 4200\230

aniwa &\200\230
mm the community what in a way belonged to the communityW

return.

[11mm&\200\224 was A mcamn m a&\200\235 &4\200\234MS wkma\200\230n
The.

uL'c

a\200\2346.4

L cattle whepf of course the property of the man wholaqgcuir'ed them cared fOor’ them and
grazed

PFOVIJC, 4\202-Df ("Mg

them- But from his own stock he was expected from time to time towW
ammuéa\200\2301-\201 ,

18\1200\230xt’ who :1cl 8200\2340" 4\200\234Wt"
" WWWWWwWWwWWwW



co? Huge. marker: 32\200\230;

anal dgvutexuf

H-A«t meanA®© Lo

60"a\200\234 [4\200\231am

4\200\234Kt.
LDWA&\200\230MU14\200\230JN&\200\231
14\200\231LLM9<a\200\230UC$
[Tim&\200\230s Sennse, ac

t
WpihiWii-\201i-\201Wfinmnga\200\2240i-\202men.
cesponskzk \ i: {81200\2310

a, (ammon welLFatc

was;

Lukal’ made, Hm; &\200\235PIOCP matwbv. anal Hi 1ler (dag. 0Q (,XP&\200\2300J-mg oanfS So
Fomof'c Cram

:algcepha tgoca\200\230d frachce. ' Lada\200\234; He, must etccpho’rsQw?a\200\234- wcrdolwa
ysimdy (-0 Shaw Jul: Hue}!
. wwemraneteffdpsmrpmcwmi-\201em

5

shared b y 41200\231ehe&\200\224peogle so Lthe practice of Shari:1’; was central
to the concept of ownership-
30011 M korses J (I

W inose who had large herds 0fa\200\230 cattle, sheep,W
or? mega\200\230mrt 4\200\234wen

a\200\231i-\2024\200\230ts
roasha\200\224these&\200\224pestbxms by cheating anybody,
211: was largely gdue to natural increase. E

remcmbtr Hm? we, had a 4\200\234uqi-\2024\200\231W-C

a4\200\2349% known as Natinga or Nothing
anal

5%AFPLOL 5"]
who Foal come as
5

:1 new immigrant into our area



9%o0quq R
at my home with his wife and ehi-\202d-rei-\201 He had arrived with nothing\ A£42.: gave

E500 akkdren.

we.

So

a\200\23031:4\200\234

a few goats and helped him to set up a home ra:la<-;"e1a\200\231<":---a of a mile from a
\200\230mya\200\224homeA&\200\224He&\200\224he A©4a\200\2240re
he. had

(Ln? Some,

wad;

$.50,qu Hartc- 411:14\200\234ka

OuJa\200\231 own

A810Ac¢L

Our producea\200\234.

Wifed\200\224E-epa\200\224S4\200\224k-iA©el no cattleWWW according to .-- s

a\200\224

atad\200\224GW c

21

m
"a\200\230IIr

LA

150 ..
A

4\&\200\230..J.J..1.J
n

a\200\2309

\

.94\200\234 ~.

I

0



14\200\234.
-/
mmmM?Me

Mmm-o0fa\200\224trying&\200\230to’cheat"

NeHbeuLNQtiA®ig Within a few yearsfWWW He had married Amore
kc, Baal Btcomc.

Gatrly ULa\200\234 0C6

a\200\230

hoe

m

16 adltvma
wives he had a lot more children \his herd of (nttle hadlincra\200\231eased. WW

"31214\200\231
muck
anal

- WWW position he had cheated ncfined\200\231

LM$

he&\200\224A«had robbed ne-bedya\200\224he-k-Hd- exploited nebady and he was in tum willi
ng to help others who

no One.

(s.

no 00A¢

(olkvnaja\200\231: 4\200\234An kt...

were lessWWwW






.214]

education if you could span oxen, ploughlweed the flelds and ifa\200\230 you were well en
ough to be able

29

no!

a

to find employment f necessary,
thntver

9

14

3

[1° A¥

1' > C95 ok-a\200\230Arco

aware. ac Hue, tnoa\200\230xCCumg A«AA even k;9\-\ A£1
A°" Wa\200\235 W WWWWWWW

(tom P&\200\231

among ml1 1'19
W younger brother and IW wbuld meet pee

our CometH 041
a(rew}(
were.

2L4

we.

{2\200\2310
A©dumla\200\230xon
si-{U

people who would askLwhy we were still going to school 1: % wexj’'eLonly in the early prim
ary

clams. 004

andi-\202they would say "well, but cant you read and write yet?" and the test 0fa\200\230
whether 519}! could read

we.
can

HM.



or’ write was contained in g question "Are you not as yet able to write a letter that wor
k goto

d come back?"

Joharmesbur
we. am$12,!

W a reply, 812001230

a\200\2314\200\234MS
'Qeqt was Lanother way 0fa\200\230 saying, " can you write aletter to which it)

34\200\2306"
n.

dictate letters .

cu;In 4\200\234Ra&\200\230s LO A
to the husband or the son or brother Who.is working in some mine in Johannesburg.2A89w31a
-\202A¥i-\201gi-\201

Somtunc&\200\230s

WWW.W ""lhe letter peqaehe

alcla\200\231athon , de wAcn a FLPH

WOu’aéd\200\230 bla\200\224

1 Lurch,

wrtvac}

thank!

(‘otJ,

4\200\231r

a‘l

A



KL Cruc. ml

reached Johannesburg; and came back"WWW This was a_uenya\200\224yepz-bxg test
Stead, 1-\201om&\200\230ga\200\231 On A«nun 3:4007?

whether (onehad really done enough eP&\200\224n04\200\230t at schoolBeyond thatWm
or 00"

09

51 J 0014\200\231

Amake any sense,

OF 001 us: [odd 1! 06715.7

at more weu-1A©4a\200\224enea\200\224wmtz&a\200\230

gomLa\200\230Tmes

i wqu Lt. asked

H

"6am you speak English?

"&\200\2305’

09 COWS" "a4\200\230

at sngoLa\200\230T..., Caulda\200\230n 1'. But M'ui-\202r &\200\230T" 4\200\2340" m1
ember days

WWQ9: . v’

pretend H Spuk Emi-\202tsA _

Sekooands N(CL witmqg 1'00de wa\200\230hA©i-\202d wt.

Wi-\202WHSMWWWWW,
by

bue&\200\22401-\201'coura\200\230se theyvdidna\200\230 tWlishandi-\201e-believeda\200\224

wm Wseya\200\2244\200\234we-Hr-4\200\230you’'m

uouk} 4\20012344\200\23060 9A1 W14\200\234.19 You can $96.04\1200\234 qula\200\230d" alrea

dy,
W, what are you still doing atisohool? Who is looking after your father’s

- .. owns; ---:eA«™:8\200\230 :------- ;
SOurudS Hm" Adoh mean oh,4\200\234ch
a gabue 5C

produung

wmdal

WHCVU had asked

cattleanda\200\224so0-en.
rcmunku&a\200\231

IW that when we went ttii-\201knbhobheni,



Hue. wag A 464\200\234)
classes. 8.46a2\200\234

a9

Crnom

HHS"

\&\200\230Et
LVmi-\202mui-\202xa\200\230c-y:
wa\200\231no

weft:

In

a\200\234WC,

.- lower primary; We-leeow
that&d\200\224ni-\201i-\201y of themWW schm1.menwe&\200\224wenf to LudekeMW
soon

dragged Out" 09

Gm) when 4\200\230T went on
oak, rm!

elder brotherWmmmemm

0" out.

\&\200\230uoe.

Omak Q"

gng HM? ma\200\230 SISI'OT,
OLCLOmo-anxccj

me.

A£02m Va\200\234
Cawmwnxk"™(

On

41200\2344\200\230A©

" WWt long distanceW to

#1,

’



IsuA©A©f4\200\230e Mission School.

Lott! .

mwwO

WWW whenever | returned from eeid\200\224irege&\200\224eP&\200\224elz-
-\201w\

even“A£sem Holy CrossW from college in Johamesburg’W or’ from

-\202Wbsi&\200\230NnS
the LEvera\200\230sitya\200\230 MW what are you still learning now?

K "Hpuld "i-\201vara\200\230aka\200\230y 9C, A«vechd On&\200\234 4\200\2351.
/

H (,JAala\200\230
Have you not fln1sheda\200\2317?

f)N
Emm

a\200\230Jhat is this education that never gets fin18hedAW?}? own relatives could not



I'i (4\200\235(0.

A«(1"

QaggL.

32

offa\200\230 the housesrme with my hands painiag.

. blu-Ux behave m 4\200\234N:

LIMHOA&\200\230 .

Semi.

’
’

’

back home, agent,
qul" MUM; a

axle.

60064\200\23061

(4\200\2344\200\23544"

0&\200\230

$0

DC kome

ABA

5"F01f:\;sq

*0 94\200\2301 rnbxbLu LkM :79? 5a4\200\231
VLOL- | 8\200\234Fuhi-\201I

a\200\230Noue

19} MOWLY gh&\200\230qua\200\230t .

BM? &\200\2311:
jii-\202g itE

A

Ind.

4\200\230.

SO
enlojfol

a\20012344\200\231 04\200\235



Hus k. 00 Oh1\4\202-4\200\2304\200\22410

Pa)!a\200\234

WOUA\200123004\200\231
a\200\230fi-\201i-\202i-\201

F3!4\200\234 .pa 5 "575*. 41200\2315 htUe&\200\224gQW4a\200\224W
a\200\231

0A1A8SuhrsA£tl

the,

Cram

(2\200\230uimq

4\200\2344\200\2300 L&\200\230GVSQ
WW'itw-ai-\201feetedd\200\231fomta\200\235
T

C
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/

gmat 999w’

a\200\230

Never had so much public ai-\201ttention been paid to me. A«Obviously
A

Wwwmgh that pail ufa\200\230 shoes. &200\234Sunatimcs IW
lani-\201 0.4117

W. The day wore(on mda\200\224eA©ia\200\224eourie my

mission to Bizana hadWW consisted of merelylfzarrying a message to one
Bum acmehsa\200\230ch whack &\200\230Nob&\200\230

ofa\200\230 my fatherd\200\230s contacts there.

I-g was time to leave the town.

RE (05" | Acudtd 't’

Cma\200\235.
Fanstl? biecause | thought

Au

| had had (the

a4\200\2309" .5409"\On '1: Fad Sauga\200\230va\200\230t4\200\230
my size and my feet

Rod leuf'b &200\2300 But}.

r and secondly because the shoes were not exactly
:\Av:/{alked in such a way as not to disclose 9mg
A(kua&\200\230k

I

discomfort, :-- ’ t- 38\1200\234" .

S.u

a\200\230* --:

J1=\201: - .

ead\200\230 "c =--":3" .5

.h

r.

N.

a\200\2344\200\2306 was htcowma marl. ani man a?

an (gowvt,



W. {As soon as | was reasonably out of

a\200\230an.

oCG

sight 0fa\200\230 the me? | took f the shoes'to the great relief of my feet. HetwneA©a
\200\224hemerefi-\2024\200\224

LL; ACLernoon R

8:3": X'ling VLIVT VVa\200\230}.P14\200\2341-\201+-7x 1v 44’le 31VA»; 4\200\2354\200\2343
3, 8\200\235bli- 4\200\2343.1.151: 130?an T {4\200\230ng EppC’linwué\200\2244\200\230ng 3
4\200\2313; us

Luu Ullka

0G W5 k"HM?
N&\200\234

1
"a\200\230 4\200\234L4\200\234 &\200\234"

Was Ava\200\230I. 4\200\23044\200\234

1-\202tfa.81200\230
(14

0c 91:114\200\234?
*a\200\2304\200\234M
Wa\200\230

a\200\234M a\200\234MW
Anni

But (Ah &\200\2305

2§|



{(AP'SC’Ifm4-

WM 100 yards from the nearest hut,Qsed\200\224easeé\200\224befere
(150.1%

IWed my feet into the shoes with greatdifflculty.

The walkm,

to Bizanad\200\231and my historic promenade around the streets there and the walk back ha
d left my

feet in a rebellious state.W walked down to the min house where
Paarrcad\200\230 U1

kuta\200\234

?(Oudla\200\230I |

a\200\224shopta\200\224slepe

quertdg MA wan? mSwa\200\230C. m, 4\200\23000kaA

most people were;

Co:
ata\200\231wa\200\230rchwh
,J-\201

Hug

., IWWRGWWEW
4.45ma\200\234,

chrc

AAA.

Sim)

onLt



astontsgcnb

. 8\200\230: BWSR"

excited-and-semeei-\201e4\200\224SA©zid "have you been weaqa\200\231ra\200\230ing thgse s
hoes all the way to Bizana

Someont askaa\200\230i
.. 1 8\200\235plea. 1

and back?" md-E&\200\224seA©d: "Nomojno ioard\200\230r’ied them and wore them only as | e
ntered the town".

mm,

ftk&\200\2310r&\200\231rLJk

"But these are a womans shoes".
cnzjrdyln

W "what do you mean 'a womans shoesg". Mi-\201ghey are a womans shoes, a
a\200\230544a\200\234 5

leaf shoes,1on at the heels". L&Matg the matter witth heels? why do you say they are
4\200\230 kc Co\l’

.. | asked.

a womans shoes because of the heels?" W8 "its only women who wear shoes with high

" &8\200\230w 54\200\235"A

heels. {4\1200\230lhase are a womans shoes" [In the meantime! the WOW roaring with latghte
ra\200\230.

My mind went baok to the way 18\200\230exhibited myself in Bizana&\200\230 | remembered t
he eyes that had

1mA»

oLkus Lad &\200\230ouym

focussed on me mad | wasWW furious with myself.
| dashed out 0f&\200\230 the

m

A

07?7?

room, took of the shoes, agd- ran some distance from home and then proceeded to out up th
e pair of

shoes into pieces. seaming the peices so that even ifa\200\230 | tried to put them togeth
er again |

11m 1 ScaHu'cJ



would not be able to find all the pieces. (After this | resented anyone saying anything a
bout

my pair of shoes and my trip to Bizana. Bit | could not get it out of my mind .



correctly using a throng that links up the first pair of oxen and you walk infront of the
m

holding this

4

throng for want of a better term.

This helps you to

control them, to control their speed in the sense of slowing them down.when they want
to ruSh, of course you can never make them move faster by pulling.

YOu certainly prevent

them from changing direction.

That was one quick, easy thing to do.

Then the other was

to be the driver of the span,, to hold the whip and wield it correctly and be able to
command in such a ways as the whole team pulls together and in such a way that where
necessary,

the oxen)fbr example,on the right, would allow those on the left to push forward,

and not compete with them - that kind of control of every pair and each of the oxen, it
becomes an art and therefore there were good span drivers and bad ones.

This largely

related to ox wagon teams.

The ox wagon.was a rarity.

There were few homes which

had a wagon.

It was a symbol of some relative prosperity.

Nbst homes could not afford a

wagon, becuase they did not in any case have enough oxen to to put into a span that would

pull wagon you needed - at least 14 oxen &\200\224 7 pairs possibly more if the wagon was
to be

loaded as it was..
One of my parents activities was trading in this field of transport-
ation.

Our span of oxen travelled to different parts and was often away from home for considerab
le

parts of 'the whole month, transporting;gpods ususally mili

bags from one town to another,



from one trading store to anotheg from one part of a district to another.

When the ox wagon team was away,from home on transportation work, the herd of the cattle
was depleted and if you.were herding the cattle, you felt this.

It was also a

matter of pride to head home with a large number of cattle and you liked the notion. that
your herd of cattle was bigger than that of another home and naturally we

envied,as_ boys,

those homes like our neighbours, the Mabude family, who had large herds..

Naturally the

Chief of the area had a large herd of cattle and one or two others, but my parents herd

was among the larger herds of cattle in the area, which, as | have said, is the reason

why we could afford to do transportation.work with an ox wagon team and so when the team
returned either late in the evening or early in the morning, there was general joy all

around.

Those who had been away were glad to be baok.

we always regarded it as a |

great treat if we were allowed to go on these trips ,

largely jolly riding, performing



they were

just aLlowed to eat whatever was available, and
this gaVE PLENTY OF TIME TO PLAY GNHES
and generally enjoy life in the open.

The games varied from rolling the objects down a

hillside and you would stand in a line and throw daggers at the object and if y ou hit it
then

you move to the top place and you.would have the first Chance of throwing at the next ob
ject

as it came rolling down.

Quite an intensting game, of a kind ofa\200\230marksmansShip, not unlike
a rural version of the arrow and bow which is used to shoot at a disc.
Otherwise we made clay

objects, clay wagons, clay cattle and then we bound them together so that they moved
liked\200\230

a span of real oxen .

NUmereus

other little games like that, which we invented to keep us

going during the afternoon.

In the morning the cattle are grazing near the cultivated fields,

and you have to concentrate to make sure that they don’t trespass into a neighbouring fie
Id.

If they did, then you can expect to be punished by any elderly person who Wteni-\201 to b
e

passing by and see the cattle dive into the field and eating up the Naize or the Corn,
whatever it might b e.

There was no rule that you can’t punish any but your own child.

This was a community responsibility.

Any_grown up man had, not only a right, but a duty

to make sure that boys herding cattle did their job properly.

Once or twice | had to flee

from a stranger, because the cattle that | was herding had strayed into field at one end,
and

he chased me for quite a distance!

t some point he gave up and | was saved from whatA» would
have been quite a severe beating.

Other boys were not so lucky.

This was an interesting



practice.

Responsibility fbr the proper conduct of children , was not confined to their
parents only.

When they misbehaved, they misbehaved as against the community. And a senior
member of the community was expected to do something about it.

That helped to keep us in

Check.

To give us a sense of obligation, not just to our parents, but to the community at
large.

What assisted boys to respond to action by people who would otherwise be strangers, outsi
de their

i-\202anily circle, was that you were taught to respect age.

Anyone older than.yourself you referred

to as b rother if he was the same age as your own brothers,

sister, if She was the age of your

brothers or sisters

and when a man was about the age of your father, you referred to him.as
father,

you would say Father Jack, Father Marlowe, whatever, and.for the women it was thher,



20

was only

H&a\200\231 B
sepga\200\224vew-wei-\202fa\200\2241A©&\200\224msé\200\224mny many 4 later that | solved
the riddle of what the song

a\200\2301ch

was really about. ..

actualli

5003,33 m fi-\201i-\202tIsIa\200\230 Mal He. won; wa/rc
"\

Th:

:mi&\200\230crs.

utter

Isail on a ship toJericho, how proud am | 0of&\200\230 this .
W. W have to know what the

11A¢ L(OOIr Al J 81200\23404\200\234

WOY'dS meant

"&\200\230 ;:41200\230::-"&4\200\2305

a\200\230=

-a"

a\200\230-

1

99:- .-. 1a\200\234; ..- ,1they.would&\200\224n0t4\200\224haue.been.ablA©_te tell-yeuv
ml} was the sound ee&\200\224xt and the MO? that went with it

ad’'mn

and the fact that Win English that mattered. WW



Hm. wordc MUG.

1

was one of the few exceptions in our area who insisted on schooling for his children.
-\201nd 1:

we.a\200\234 rcmwku Hie Em}. wkm
C- 4\200\230

A

0O 4\200\231

v

5

-4\200\230

V3

4\200\23031
,.2.8\200\230 ,
4\200\230

na

5

a-

(0]

"&\200\230 v-

-0

0.

0

a\200\234WM’

bei-\201ere my father had told meLI| would be going to schoolLthe following day, 69 | got
1

wm"



an

up in the morning and my mother dressed me up in the new clothes which had been bought
1

for me &\200\224 a pair of shorts and a shirt. LWWeWicha\200\224wm

WW.&\200\234 | went up the&\200\230hill to the top,

r‘_

oLthe&\200\224hi-H where the school was.some half a mile away from my home.

’

T... W a4\200\234m

There waga\200\224the

9111* a nwmkcf ()0

he,

ho&\200\230wcAcd,

"75

7

teachenw children.

In due oourse the-teaehW me andLasked for my name,
ready to enter it in what was evidently a register .,
I gave him my name ani-\201 he said, 'No,

1?) utd\200\231

you have given me your home name, | want your school name", | told hai-\202e I’ didnt kno
w my school

k'a\200\234 4\200\2344\200\23051"

thfa\200\230)

name,"Welllthel." he said "you must go back and ask your parents to give you your
school name.

You must also have a second name which should be the name of one of your ancestors
must 1n:

also

who has died, se-{omorrow youlLbringLa name and/your surname". Eeturning home I told my pa
rents
swath
that the teacher did not- want my name MW not accept me becausea\200\224Ldidiga\200\230et



u-mve
a\200\231 mm -:
Watt:

0.1,;

W a school name,

'Ihat-hed\200\2244aia\200\224s0-zdei-\201beA©4a\200\224the name of one 0fa\200\230 my anoes
tortd\200\230s one- who was already

ag

u{uUe5

Fa\200\234! A

dPAd and that when | returned to So hool the following day | should have these two names.

The

n
hey?

-\202ellweing morning my father told me that my school name would be Oliver and that my
surname "a\200\231C4&\200\230Jid

kad bun

a\202-AH\AE T,

be Tambo.

| did not know how Oliver was arrived at, but | knew that Tambo wag my fathers paternal

W. Armed with the two&\200\230 names] | returned to school and duly submitted them to the
teacher
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rgoad from Flagstaff to the coastW imnediately to the east of the mission buildings(
11m?A»

1051'ta 0

and majkgd

mdcfg the eastern border of the missions lands.[W,

Tc \IOM wart

(Orri-\202hg

Cram (A«i-\201t

004\200\2304\200\2347 ,

cutueo&\200\230

9501,;. _
iA\200\224A©-yeu&\200\224aped\200\224emingé&\200\224i-\201eem-the’mrth, immediately to the
right, next to the church there&\200\224ag a huge

to He quM&\200\230 MD (&\200\234LC "a\200\230(a\200\234mi-\201I
a\200\230(ou Send

a\200\235a\200\23004\200\230

wooden cross thatW like a great 31.5 signpost teii-\201liag youW Holy Cross .
ro59.

Lt4\200\23094\200\230n

Jro

a\200\2301,a\200\234

Kat 6004. were mm: A"-

[n&\200\230i-12024\200\230na&\200\230

(Onkouua\200\230v

IFS Lame.

tot} 9093861

This imEr mad, W round to the rightW three school buildings on the
left beforeW due west. WWW two paths

turmni-\202

Herc. Hm: were,

with pavings on each.

As the road mi west, WWW,

(Warned



Hat wade} Be a. chorl-crs 5L0? M (4:.

CAECIL\(:

followed by other buildings alsoa\200\224cn-thed\200\224Trgl'itd\200\2300f'the-maA®©.

On the left W the boys.

hostel\known as Sti-\202ohhs Kraal.

Opposite St Johns KraalWWW "

wefi-\201

various buildings heasabng missionaries and leadi ng churchmenW more buildings, offlces
a\200\235wt (housed

MM mam/

819-198 doctor's residencesW. The built up area eni-\201 where the land dmpfga\200\230
(39:444.2

in: HK- WM?"

anda\200\235!

drones?!

c14\200\234; *14\200\235

paths; sharply to the confluence of two streams) Whlch F&i-\202 westward and whlch defa
\200\224mgéa\200\230 the northern

i-\2020wed.

ale CCn act

and southem borders of the central sectionWWwW

HM.

T

S LaFe, -

Apart from the curving me? road, there 9f an open spaceW on the church;
{n&\200\230arnai

was

toti-\202cnngs

WsA\200\224iA®aaci-\202naWmi-\202e WWWWAa\200\224SVWW

wow"

5a\200\230

av

carpentepsa-shop and then the DIBWMWGG&\200\224hag- at the western M and



Ms ac
easternLtwo goal posts,

IE

Hm} nt&\200\224 med kc.

S0 itA\200\224A0gf used as a football ground.

At the centre of itd\200\231also runnirg

east and west,,ii-\201 a cricket pitch People moving around the mission WWW
{0&5

(rA©qudri-\2024\200\230y

CCOSSQd 4\200\2344\200\2303 anum’a Slhbi-\201 '1 Was,
W at the centre ofa\200\230 the whole 14\200\230omlatlon W the new Heri-

[5.0ch
was

world which opened to us as a group ofa\200\230 horsemen! lead by my father and including
Thomas, Alan



As | learnt to read and write/l mea\200\224te&\200\224Ifaew that OViver’ was spelt OLIVA,
LI do not recall at

21
(WA
0"21200\234

what stage the spelling was changed.
EmW what was to be a long ?scholastic career

place, ua\200\230urc, T a\200\2303! eon on
knb&\200\230

Qohool, Lit was at best a am very junior primary school
wk’ck

Fad 1395f

was Imown as Kantolo
omeL

’

opcneoa\200\230

a\200\231

two classA©i-\201 Sub Q

and

Su5B.

an

had only WW1 After several monthsW epidemic broke out in our area.
MMY ck (diet! died and

W Fearing for si-\201myparents sent us to different parts of the country.
War own,

My

sister and | were sent to a place known asIimta

Intabengadlingomo, meaning the mountain where no

cattle graze; Here we lived with my mothera\200\230s cousin, Stanford 4\200\230and attend
ed. the Kanero school

u
nearby, which was a primary school and in fact the only one in the area.
| cannot say if the

only

teacher at this junior school was WWt LMWepessa\200\224a-m
a4\200\234r Goda\200\230wano was cuk-amw A Sad514\200\224.

1.



Ht would mm.

up and down his

a\200\224-

SUPPDSCA *0

52., A clooA one Bul"

room 994\200\231

a.

11mph

singleW schoolla trouser belt in his hand and throughout the dayW beat One
ai-\201'u&\200\230

child 9% another.

A
His favourite punishment was to double fold :A«s:.se:...:a.em..s

.mo.grml.00.0v 3 this heavy

a\200\234we. _

leather belt so that it formed a loop and sgaaA©mga\200\224ma\200\224tlhentd\200\224e1~
\2024\200\224yeu-hea\200\224woald throw this over wa
OF A La\200\230ri-\2014\200\2300l

14\200\2307 (andeA

A

50

head WWW on the back of the neck.

| went to school everyday with a stiff and

was atmosl’ (u(a\200\230am

Po

agent: .

painful neck and everyday | knew that I, like the others, weulA©a\200\224aga-kg feel Mr G
odlwanas beltk He

near Re. Gaol .
was so fond of beating children that A©wing&\200\224ther

DC

MNC&\200\224 ka&\200\230C" L0117
;6FU&\200\231\O(
wa\200\230hca\200\230}: beach

&



at
H

0 &4\2001230cJOck,

he would quietly seep? up to the bell
cctee

P&a\200\234U '14\2001230.4\200\231
anal

A

WI;Wund-

:1 MHz wAY

Stame&\200\230

th Vt WM Sb" P&\200\230Aimg whale.

from the entrance to the classroom;\ thena\200\224h
ala\200\231

no.1 bodxia\200\230 WLO got Ran:
aCCa\200\224H4&\200\230 Le

04\200\2304\200\234; ,

immediately rush to st-ppgr the door A

(Oft, \anA

85453

Lt reqmA©ed of,

WWWWanwmr-i-\201m

Cannes u wards

ariela\200\224h

da\200\224sWWeiingerti-os+A«24a\200\2240ra\200\2243 ms,as_ba_pleasedw%e-enjeye&-a\202-hi-
\2011-\202mi-\2014i-\201e4\200\224was’

shike, ch Cmqged-a\200\230ps

Hm? LL cowlA»)
Wwibabk&\200\231paimnmswyietimsmWeceimatedWMS&\200\2240MealWSohoelowas
UNAN

|ImA¢9



o)
I

a Smau skck Several

kc,

mouh)

make: Wat LL \A Le&\200\234

(m5

ptra\200\23004\200\230crs teqigncf

ad\200\224pa’rn. I. had been admitted to Wand spent a whole year enduring this bmtatlity;
Sb

A

(A<UGS

It ais easily the worst year IW any school simea\200\224then-r but it was part

S9009

ol

40

of the beginning.W | leamt to read and write andeo simple

W father next sent me to a third school)
known as[Em bhobheni Junior Primary School. w some 5 miles from my home.

a\200\234w

h

Wea\200\224hada\200\224eempany-h

ereQAitea fewLpar'entsW their children WMW1a\200\224te&\200\224KBWMwW&a\200\230W
a\200\235a\200\23041

$604\200\234

ULCFCa\200\230

50

(a\200\234La{’

1

(2\200\234A0L (mej

WWW day or eveeya\200\22404\200\231cha\200\231era\200\224dey we walked to and from school
Soar)

k,a|

E&\200\230mbhobheni | was dezag Sub B i-\201i-\202e4\200\224heif was vastly different fro
m what it M



and
(t6,
So

46

At



,7451\200\234&\200\235&\200\2346/3
C h&\200\235 555 775 5

'53

g

LShortly after thi-\201 incident

HMS

, my father’s youngest

brother Mbizweni, together withlthe son to my fatheplS-WFER-Jamee and 0:; eldest
{Amasu

C&ku’s Geccma

(AMCQ,

brother Willy, these&\200\224thpee left home toW

W

m where they had gonei-tei-\201 until my Father! gbA©te-m-t-im-ietepr
A

Cre

pephaps several months later broke the magic news Lthat Mbizweni and James had died in a
51299

*0

us

0" Ha\200\235;

where. Uha\200\235 wulL wotkmi-\201. Q&\200\234

1 coal mineW the miners who were on shift at the time were killed,
(Caosgfr

h

(a\200\2301

iI

11

0"4\200\235.

044

Willy had escaped because he

Rad Ltd!)
2\200\234f

on a different shift. As my father reported this, he

[cokecl



a broken M.\WWW$h&M4ra\200\224MWW
Uh.

were OU Jnshcscecl Tamas was a
wc,("(ovecl

mema\200\230wr a( (14A¢ Cam (.1

A»
4

Trr

a\200\234

A((

4\200\224

\%
a\200\224

u

T 'ceQs



a\200\230
N
a\200\230

wk. Lo0&a\200\230 A£6.60 50

VtA©otOuS.

manic self- confident and W. Mbizwehi had just got married and had had a son.
Libel &200\230367?!)

A

GS

5

He W a very prominent fa\200\2301gure amogng the young men in the area He-was the song le
ader

for the local groupa\200\230 ¢, _ -
hata\200122414\200\224rei-\201era\200\230r'eda\200\230
We?a\200\224 [My father- complainedWWwW

quCVCJ JIi-\202e4\200\2301-\201

kn *a\200\231 NOS

(1’50

enrogc/f! Fr 0100? WJL&\200\230 4\20012344\200\2354 &4\200\235P04&\200\234. 0C 4\200\234Ca
\200\230

(

C.

Atowrws (A«a

Lhad been told that compensation would be payed for his brother and son to the amount of
AE30

90W}

1
r ((AH
ooL!

each and



e saidlsomething to the effect that this wasZadding insult to injury.

on,
For us[1t

brought a new understanding bf the true value that the white man attaofa\200\230 hed to’
the black. ma?

CC

With Qich a painful death 0f4\200\230 young people with a future!a\200\230 aLL&\200\224th
ata\200\224the&\200\224GGWed

mag in

a\200\234NS.
CSa\200\230Hmafe.

0(2 &4\200\234a (OmPamYJ
wara\200\234

5

we? a miserable A£30 Ser each. Whenever,since then, ILheard of mine accidents, ad\200\224
tiipe&\200\224ii-\201-tha\200\224e

kavt

miena\200\234 such as those we have had recently (1987)a\200\231eP-aa\200\224-peeki-\202a
[.I_killing"mAS8:ners-, my mind goes back

a4\200\2344\200\2303.

2

k to 1? name which IW before the death of James and Mbizwena but which 1Ara\200\230emembe
hed

L&\200\234) neqger Liam;

hth



28
a\200\230 man grabbed
-\2020rJa\200\230mD-Hi. (4%.

ard-hetd’'orrd\200\230bo Ivkobenis testicles and squeezed at-Ma\200\224tme Pkobeni yelled
mha\200\224hts’mom’mg

.bcqgm?

HM.

than

Xa\200\2310

1?2." LeA» go. 1:? wA5 5001 km; Be.Cone.
I

a\200\231.

v,a\1200\230 rvhi-\202 .

e

4\200\230
.8\200\230A m! 1. fa\200\234.

“R'Yji'c &200\230 i: . .

th' -~ .=

1

-7 3-

a\200\230i-

m:

the man seeemed to hayea\200\224becn convinced that M<boeni
BLCDML

was indeed surrendereing and let gokW a number ofa\200\230 villagers
0C hem v

Hi-\201d b?

{\th

had gathered to watchi-\201aA© Nkobeni walked quietly to his horse, got on it and rode ba
ck to his

trading store .
bur acperwcu-cls.

(Bhohut
Fighx spread like wild fire througi the locality. Went M(obeni b303237? quite a



.The news of this

(4)03

different person: More respectful to the Africans, in better control of his
A

man L&\200\231

tempeyand was never [anywhere near trying to beat uhp anyone.la\200\2243aya\200\224he&
\200\224was"thea\200\224-a\202-1-Psta\200\224te"bea\200\224Eheice™a

WWW. Those who came after him may have picked up something of this
1h award, H&\200\230L1

story, 3.. L:

hada\200\235 (hmgde &1200\2300VJ’

W.

'"a\200\230 :™-;
Lis

Po! (5,

I/A«ICIL

a\200\231
0a\200\230
wWA8ASt and
1-\201nal

3

gheno&\200\230Iq +04\200\235 L (DMFWUMH NO; 004\200\2304\200\234 &\200\234L,

D

.a\1200\2303

-0- p_

9
5.

a4\200\234 -:-- 9

c4\200\230ra\200\230dchcn spoke our

(onguagc. And (44\200\235;

took away something of the apparent
superiority of the white person who hageverything.

People went to him to buy; he had a cam hers



o(lhrmsc newer} 81200123011 Nvt

_ He had sewahtsaaA©4a\200\224tn-geeeealhewas

a reCerence,

(or

Ht. (nmmwk&\200\230y

and

seemed H? bc,

La chief in his own right. HeWsomthing above the level of.4\200\230 ordinary people. E

was exactly this difference eHeuel-e in levels that my father was targetting in insisting
that

his children should go to school.
a’ld\200\2300uqi-\201 he had been phi,

He himself had managed this store under an earlier

’

owner, bead\200\235’
an assistant salesmen {new in nameOW. He
knA»

WO0L1. \gb
WW had a-letd\200\224zf * initiative and could compete even with

er, nucsswy
i-\201tA»
(Chc9l

his employer.

Lg-i-a\200\230ac-t-i-\201t the trading store a\200\230there was a largeLgara\200\230den t
4\200\2244\200\230eneeA©a\200\224ie-ai-\201d cultivated with

fruits of various kinds.



>My father had exaggtly the same thing.

p(anted gnu? chcs

He hadwM

(CnLei-\201Q

HR

A his garden and worked v ery hard aged gut ho had. 4444\200\230 C&\200\230Mmetcgcduct in

the aoowidtiUID tuat m:
and FL Khan (4\200\235444\200\230

A-_A

WW?1 he could not read or’ write, atheugh&\200\224he&\200\224ene&\200\230eeei-\201d-i-\201
i-\201to

Wis

a\200\230qua\200\231ui-\201
(NLM&\200\230

LC. was a&\200\23004\200\230: J’'O
ackngvc.
WWWWithrbutngMhat&\200\224thm
a\200\231i-\202xa&\200\235 \s

WKj

kc. wantc&

90

S4a\200\230ironcjkl

F&\200\230s ckklohtn

a\200\234WI. OPS&\200\234 4\200\234Amines

d(niC:A
L&\200\230tm -
-\202at&\200\235 v.3

why Lg

Cor

WW pushed and pressed\that we Lgo to school59W

?ultimately we could be independent and notW In that sense he did not even Mr

Fer any ofa\200\230 us WWrsa\200\224beeause&\200\224wmemmed Fa\200\224Hea\200\224wanta
\200\230ed

0 Hacker Becaun mg wou&\200\230C4&\200\231 Hm &\200\2300c¢

(Mpa\200\230wA\200\230 (A and



h? BNO0!a\200\234-

s'mplv

W04a\200\230k Cor 00100:, c(sc.

$Lou&\200\230CJ

SD 1a\200\231LQF

wanf-

nolad\200\231 our own mash&\200\234 .

WWEHhis challenging attitude expressed itself pempkeblfh d1?"ferently W

22 the rest of our communityWW distinguished between themselves and the white
Ow nmgkbuus

man.

They didnt really need him, they could get along without him.

There was no heed for

4\200\230

Tasha
ua\200\230ni-\202tmlly,2\1200\230
x/Len

Wixolc.
Sccl’'mn

1,6,6:

a\200\224
w
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hoe.

It was not very popular..

But it had to be done, and those who failed to do this of

course, found they had ploughed in vain, the yield was very poor.
What assisted in our case

was that we rwere altogether a very big family and all the houses combined, not only in t
he plough

ing, buELalso in the weeding process.

With fairly big fields, the neighbours were invited to

come on a particular day for a whole days weeding.

we would have beer and other drinks would be

provided.

we would perhaps slaughter a gpat or a sheep.

These were thrilling because there

were so many people involved.

we moved from work on a particular homes’field to the next

one, and with this kind of giant action this. i-\202acilitated the task and made it less
strenuous.

What was being planted was mainly maize, but also

sourvan(?)

As Autumn

approached, and the seeds ripened, the sourvan became the target of invasions by birds.
Hundreds of birds would settle and feed and eat up the seeds.

Therefbre it was necessary

fOr somebody, and | took part in this quite a lot, to go to the fields at dawn, corn

fields,, so that by the time the birds start flying around you.artA8:there to prevent the
m

settling on the field.
To do this you had to build a stand, a little hut made of grass, first

of all in which to take shelter, should it rain, and then a stand which gave you a full V
iew of

the whole field, and if you saw the birds
landing in any part of the field, you were armed with
a 5ft to 6ft flexible tool, and you mounted at the thinner end a piece of clay which

you had to have, you mould your clay around the bottom of the stick and then you perfbrm
a strikinfs

act with this tool and that would release an amount of clay that would fly to the spot wh
ere



the birds were and land there and frighten them away.
It took a bit of concentration, but it

was also useless, you would have to stand the whole day there and see what to do about me
als,

because as long as the birds were there you had to be there.
If you left you.would find

that half the field had been eaten up by the birds!

And yet you enjoyed the act of shooting

at them, as it were with this flexible stick.

That was not so much the case with Maize.

Then of course when the winter came the harvesting began, and again our family did this o
n

our own, or we joined together in teams, until thaharvesting was finished.
Of course the

cattle would be kept in check, and not allowed to enter the fields, not even those fields
where

the harvesting had been done and completed.

The reason was that the cattle would be released

on a day declared by the chief.

When everybody had finished so that all the cattle, you

were not allowed to move them into your own field where you had finished,.
Other peoples

cattle had to have access to your fields, so there was a daytgeJl, after all the



@119} 0124.3 otogia
CASETTE 2

Domestic and Other Activities

Holy Cross, 1929, was the beginning of a new era.
The end of a chapter.

Looking back to

the beginning of that chapter,

it is striking how little activity, gainful activity there was.

These young boys, possibily at the age of three or four, We had started our duties by her
ding

calves.

Every night the cattle which were a most dominant factor in society, were seperated
from

the calves.

The cattle went into a relatively large enclosure, known as a Cattle Kraal,and the
calves were seperated out and put into a smaller enclosure adjacent to the bigger one.
In the

morning the bigger

boys took out the cattle and drove them away fbr grazing.

They would be

away until early afternoon for grazing.

In the meantime , the young boys took out the calves .

And allowed them to graze around the home, to be put back into their enclosure as the cat
tle

were approaching home , 81200\235returning from the grazing fields , for milking. Dummi-
\201 the milking .

session, which.would be done by one of the older boys, or an Uncle,
or indeed my Father would

Then ourtask during the milkingxmx5to let out eac h calf, and during the milking we would
stand

around keeping the calfa\200\230away from sucking'whilethe milking would be going on.
There was

consideration for the calf,

it was allowed, first of all, to suokle, and then removed.

The

milking would then go on, but before the cow had been completely drained of the milk, the

milking would stop the enable the calf to feed fUrther from its’rnothensteat.. This was a



so hool too, because it was seen as a act of irresponsibilty to allow the calf to reaoh t
he

mothers teat to compete with the milkman.

It was, it invited very severe rebuke5so one had to
concentrate and make sure that you performed
your duty properly, while the milkman did his-

Some cows, naturally had plenty of milk to yield, others notd\200\235 so much, but the gr
eat thing ab out

the milking session was that if the yield was good, then we)milk calabaShes in which
vwnA©e.

some of us prepared

fooda\200\230

Then we would expect to have sour milk. A Sour milk prepartion.

we would have a sour milk preparation for our supper that day.

This was next to meat, a

delicacy.

As boys we always looked forward to a great event in life, daily life, which was when
you were going to have a sour milk supper.

Sometimes there were Goat and Sheep to look after,

but this was largely the responsibility of the larger boys.

In the afternoons the calves were

now mixing with thher mothers and allowed to until the evening, therefore as young boys w
e

would join our elders in looking after cattle.
This was a relaxed part of the grazing.
The

cattle didn't have to be taken to special places for grazingd\200\230to be taken to th

f

e river or water,



little tasks appropriate to our age, and | went on these from a fairly early age, and by

the time | was big enough to be myself a ox wagon driver, my fathers herd had been reduce
d

appreciably.

The wagon and the business it was involved in was no longer an attractive
proposition.

He had been caught up by accumulated debts and had to sell

quite a number of

our oxen, but before that.l had been on at least 2 trips which kept us away from home for
about

3 weeks and enabled me to get to know a number of places | had seen for the first time.&
\200\230 Apart

from the continuing joy of being on real wagon, where we stopped to outspan offered us ye
t another

pleasant experience.
Here you cocked in the open and if thetmnwmr was bad, the wagons sail

was put over the wagon and you were inside, sheltered from the elements and having fbod ¢
ooked

and enjoying it in these new surroundings and conditions.

we also slept there which was

great fUn,

It was naturally of course, necessary to keep an eye on the span of oxen fbr the
night when they were brought in, and tied onto the yoke positions and slept there.
There were

very often difficulties and sometimes dangers when it was raining, the roads were slipper
y and

the wagons was winding its way up or down a slope.

Invariably in those conditions, it was

noessary for there to be someone in front controlling the leading oXen that pair.
While the drivera\200\234

would.ts#eaping to the left and right of the teanA¥ocording to the need tostotngthen one
side

or another with a very well trained team, because you didn’t have to be on a partioular s
ide to

make the oxen move in the

opposite direction.

Either one or two oxen who had to hold positions,
sometimes against the whole team.

But by the skilfUl use of this whip, he made the team come

closer to him or move further from him..



He made the group in the middle move.
SIDE TWO

The whole team was pulling together and we’d select for the fOurth rein, those that un de
rstood

that position and kept the line taut.
It was, as sbmetimes happens, that the wagon got studk,

If you were merely an observer, and not driving the team, the struggle to pull it out hel
da

great fascination, because in response to the drivers call, then the oxen puled and they

struggled, all of them, and they struggled, pulled,yielding this way and moving this way
and

the other way and then after some time, when you thought they were possibly getting tired

you.would call on them to stop and they stopped.
They took a rest, and wait.

Then he calls



{HOUwH gouge &\200\230n t

she,

go

escaé\200\230n.
landdashawayassomasli-\201chaddoneroWwWw
a\200\230

a\200\234we,

a\20012344\200\23004\200\230? wOuld Be, A {rectcd
at-

Ich&\200\230 nose .

sheri-\201V-my stick WW '

W

-\201g:

UM, cows Hoot

Came.

to 300A» m1 wast OF eumskthi-\201 4\200\234nun (0C stuxhng, 4\200\231i-\201ntu&\200\231

a\200\230Catq
m... - mWHntemama\200\224i-\202i-\201emy-i-\202i-\201cy

0.53MA», k7
J-.=:=---4\200\224;
--.e

a\200\230

was apad- 09 PM. enlogmma\200\230f 4\1200\234T
go we

a.4\200\234 was 4;4\200\235
~:e4\200\230 = :1 =-' grazing cattle, WW "’

Bub Best- oCi

k&a\200\235: m

u:

(n

rgkurnuxa



a4\200\234.341,

satisfaction | mama home after watering them, their tumnies weak:
bebulgmgand

Hag,

procmsc.

09

So

muck MAR &\200\2344\200\234th we,

would Eben

(wave.

a soA»: Tm\\<
olohcacy

Cor
SUpfA¢ra\200\231
WOWWG

C - ... :4\200\231

:-a\200\234- .. a

1.;- run; Mn

094\200\230

a

~A»:.'e

a4\200\23070 .

. 0; :.1"4\200\230vaow iga\200\230v WEEK&\200\234

ba&\200\230e4\200\224therefere-thewahwteriowmtiwewimnakingad\200\230swthat-Ewgmzedmthwittl
em

W. During the winter, of course the cattle were free to wander wherever they liked.
'-af&\200\230terthem,beyondroundingthanup

in the late afternoon and bringing them back to the enclosure for the nigxt aaA©a\200\224
releasasagdzhan

WW, 4\200\231[here wasn’t much milking to do, ee&\200\224aagfe-m

and 90

numl Lo

no questienwe
P) M? LLa\200\234 e,



CA©pma\200\230ate.

Bag calves from their mothers. W andW
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and in between ploughed fields, and that was where we daily went out to hunt for mice.
NOt so muCh because we were starving, it was a game, it was a hunting game.
Sometimes

a little too exciting fOr ones liking. NBXXNXWNKXXNKXX The practice was that

one group of boys

would form a skirmish line and move slowly forward singing some tune and beating the gras
s

so that the mice would run away in the direction that the boys were moving .
In the meantime,

a little further on,, another group had placed themselves eaCh at the mouSef? the track w
hich

(UAC\Q-4\200\230
the mice would take, because as they move around they had their own system of roads,

and you would position yourselfa\200\230with your bow’and arrow and wait for the mice to
emerge, and

then pull and let go.
Sometimes the mouse was so big that you had to scream and run away!

But worse still, what appeared was not a mouse, but a snake, which changed the whole scen
e

completely then,

and made the game less,mri

4\200\2301: $dattractive than it might

hxa have been.

The other activity in which we engaged ourselves as boys was, of course,
hunting birds.

we moved around with short sticks about 1-2ft long, but with a head.

A stick

with a head, which helped to propel it when we threw it and this is what we used for hunt
ing.

A flock of birds would come flying past, and you would throw your stick into their midst,
and more often than not you would hit 2 of them or at least one, but sometimes you would
throw at an individual bird, and if you are lucky, you hit it.

This was a great achievment,

and anyone who succeeded in doing this was envied by the others, and you went back home i
n

the afternoon with your birds hanging down from your belt on the side, so thaT ANYONE

seeing you would see that you were a very good marksman and of course we roast them and e
at



them, but the fUn was not in the roasting and eating, but in thesuccess of the hunting.
For the rest, we occupied ourselves as other boys would, sitting around, playing with
sticks, and sometimes having fights, organised fights involving our area and boys from
another area which was quike an activity. For this purpose, we needed sticks, not one -
at least two, generally three, but it was virtually a rule of society that a man, boy,
never goes around without a stick.

If you have two it's bec ause you expect a fight, if you

have three, then you know there will be a fight.

But at least you must have a stick.

It was so that if you were going a past a kraalL.and the dogs rush at you, you can
defend yourselves against the dogs.

But also so that if a snake appeared you could Kill
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them all again, and the Wesponse, it was as if they themselves knew what had happened and
they

were each of them fighting to pull it of, and of Course with the skilfUl direction of the
driver

they did.

You could almost read a sense of satisfaction on the part of the oxen as they then move
on after this battle.

The cattle were of course Vital i-\202or the cultivatwecmx of the fields.

In rare cases people used donkeys, and ooassionally | have heard of areas where mules wer
e used.

But every field, except small patohes, of land were fields where you grew maize or corn,
and

invariably cultivated by the use of a span of cattle generally oxen, sometimes supplement
ed by

a cow or two.

They were pulling a plough;With the more well off people, it would be teams of
two or four oxen each pulling a plough.

In our case of course we had enough oxen,

we invariably

had two or three ploughs and used these to plough our fields.
It was also a practice, and

certainly a practice of my parents, that

those homesteads that did not have enough cattle,

to form a ploughing team&\200\234 would be assisted.

So we would plough not only our fields, but also

the fields of these neighb ours. Not fbr anything in return - for no remuneration, but as
a

1-\2020nm of assistance.

There was need.

Generally the ploughing would be done in the morning,

and by midday or early afternoon, the people are back from the fields.
Not so mush because

they were tired, but because the cattle had to have time to graze in readiness for the ne
xt day.

Uhderj Pressure, the ploughing went on in the morning and in the afternoon, using differe
nt

teams.
| became initiated into this kind of operation firstly,
leading the oxen: | would

walk in front holding onto



this strop,

then condUcting the team, and ultimately, at

quite a young age, | began to taokle the plough under the guidance of my i-\202ather.
This thing

would be tossing me left and right, and he would be close by to hold it i-\202or me until
| was

able to control it.
Then | became very good, especially in maintaining a straight line
instead of allowing the plough to swing left and right, thereby tracing a zigrzag line.

| therefore soon took over as the chief Ploughsman, and | was doing it not only fbr our h
ome but

fer others as well.

Naturally,

if my brothers were around, we joined together.

This was a

busy time in rural life.

After the seeds germinated, and the wheat came up, then there was
the second operation, of weeding with hoes.

A slow process, usually done in the intense heat.

At first we did not have the practice of using planters, which meant we could find a way
of remov

ing the weeds, perhaps by using the plough, or something like that.
The seeds were simply broada\200\224

cast across the field, and so in weeding you had to go around each plant, each stalk,"at
th your



others had finished when permission was given for the cattle, then of course there’s the
horses and everything, could be released into the fields.

Quite a feast fbr the cattle.

And also it meant that the head boys could go on a partial holiday.

we did not, however,

again as groups, or individuals, we went through the harvest of many fields, looking for

cobs which may have been left there and picking them up and we made quite a business out
of this,

bec ause we did indeed find that harvesting had not been, in many instances, thorough.

And we could feel ? a fall guaranteeing? with maize picked up in this manner.

But then what were we to do with the maize grains?

In the winter the practice was, for

some families,

to batter these maize in, to decomb them, to put them fall guarantees and

take them to the trading store, and in return you are given sugar, or whatever you ask fo
r.

As the value of your maize.
The value was determined by the trader.
| recall that in our

case you would get for a i-\202all guarantee of maize, a cup, of tea and saucer which you
were

glad to buy for your parents or a small parcel of sugar, which again you were glad to tak
e to

your parentsThis could mean two days work.

It was a kind of earning which we didn’t always

have the opportunity of enjoying.

Bukof course, the

people brough loads to the trader and he

bought their maize, and in mid winter or the beginning of spring, when.fbod had run out,

the people returned to the trader to buy back what they had given him, at enormous prices
this

time.

NB SO WERE THE TRADERS REGARDED AS EXPLOITERS, OR WAS THIS KIND OF THING ACCEPTED
AS A NECESSARY EVIL SO TO SPEAK?

Some of this maize was accumulated in sudh quantities

that the trader sent it to other areas. NB.

WERE THE TRADERS AFRICANS? WERE IF SO, WERE



THEY MEMBERS OF THE CONNENITY?

HAD THEY BEEN BROUGHT UP, OR LIVED IN THE LOCALITY?

IF SO

WHY WERE THEY SEEMENGLY DMMUNE TO THE REST OF THE CONNMNITY SPIRIT;

IF THEY WERE WHITE

WHERE WOULD THEY HAVE COME FROM.

HOW LONG WOULD THEY HAVE BEEN THERE?

DID TRADING

STORES CHANGE HANDS FREQUENTLY? WHAT WAS THE LIKLIHOOD OF BLACK PEOP.LE RUNNING THEIR OWN

STORES. to be sold there were there were shortages.and this was part of the transportatio
n work

my i-\201ather had been involved in.,

In early winter there was those days, tall grass among
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. WW (he effect of thaf experience if that | lost interest

’

and
a\200\234mm

in all shoes, never asked for a pair'efa\200\224sheeei-\201 had no use for ad\200\224gai-
\202hefa\200\224shoeg-i-\201adceda\200\224mt until

3
a\200\230;

o
g

the eve of my my fir'st tripd\200\231And even thena\200\230I had not asked for MW.
a

long

4\200\235wen-

a4\200\231C dt'd

matr

htrto&\200\230 Shots .

and we, "Pd 04\200\2315

[ye grew up ruming across raged terrain covered with all sorts of objects, 4200\230sharp
stones

\
; WW without fekling any hurt. ? We

g
took pan”

’
’

in dances which
(sCK

Fan
h K" a\200\2301

M
W



4\200\234

m
312001234
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a\200\230

a\200\230

‘A8

involved stamping the ground with great vigour}WW how smooth the surface was ,
rtqud (A£56 04

’

At school we played football '41-th our bare feet’ and wopsoa\200\224stiLL very often the
foot balla\200\230was

m
a

00"a\200\2340ul
La tennis ball

S0 a\200\234at we.

From

L

we,

virtually had to pick it out amidsti-\201 stones. - Sometimes
Cutn.

Hat. S&\200\230AW.&\200\231

(?).Jr 2\200\234mt Adi

she as.

-\201dl"

4\200\234"3 A©4a\200\230v’ ".

o

a.-

0.4\200\231



0 4\200\230

a\200\230

9""&\200\230L&\200\230MT5

Wing the winter months yer: had to walk long distances in biting frost which was so sever
e

.a\200\230e Ora -
Lac,

but

R&a\200\230Va\200\231

w:

4\200\234L wau&\200\230d S'c"

that year toes became painful. 811d when y?! arrived at homea\200\230 yeua\200\224segt ne
ar the fireplace and

0a\200\230 A«"05?

a\200\2342W roast yea, toes, yea-weud\200\2241da\200\224ge&\200\230rthemi-\201eatedr-bat
| recall that even the process 0fa\200\230 warming

Ov(

A

mes

as

BvlA» Pkg mnuua\200\231 wmned us.

a4\200\2300QnaL

L up from the {epy cold te&\200\224the&\200\224heata\200\224appia\200\224ied causedIpain.
Ww

248\200\234} WAE Lucxme.

So
$901M"

afterwards. 37 could hardly walk on a pavement with-

Ut

’

pebblesW the pain.
01* Ca\200\230tvd
hock

h

’
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things:-

SIDE TWO

a\200\230

To-goa\200\224backioihe WWimeMSWIa\200\224timswAOwm&@aimmmmm

4\200\230

G

:3al
[
WWWWWWawWi-\201WMHtMWWW

store”<was “owned-"bywa " \a\200\231hm.ha\200\231bunt3’oy~who a\200\234had- , his ,, main
-“tmding.stwe.mA«10[maule-ssmyasouW'WK

0i-\201-w&\200\224hemera\200\224buta\200\224A«thmwmwasminvolvedwinsthisnineidentweaswpeph
apmewfimmatuwu

a\200\235

4\200\23034\200\231: canngg’

rt.mq.A«<’ke...r

3:5,.

(10a\200\230

name. .

Bu.&\200\234 LWAa\200\224

[ Wmmmmwmw was called by the people

Ono} hf;

ma\200\224

t

M(obenia\200\230

a4\200\231317? store was known as .Qua’Wobeni 41200\224 Mkobenis place.
He&\200\224wasa\200\224thea\200\224steata\200\224bullgd\200\224bukyirgi-\201
BMW us

bwAOt, \WL

a4\200\231
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4\200\230

1 Mwas very short tempered and had eresseecwepdf with many of the people who frequented h
is

\mnsccf .
\a\200\230mA® a\200\230
Sachon

{&\200\2310

ah

L '14\200\230

Y!
101
anoa\200\230 Hen

'54\200\230

and unSQc} ("1qu

Q

3

shop.
One day he was offended by a man from the localityAW fight

broke out in which this man hurt Mkobeni and mediate-lya\200\224apeke&\200\224eentaetand
ranLtowards the

Hun
awav

He, whif,
{a &4\200\230 Hon

1

wenta\200\231

river in the direction 0f&\200\230 his home.
M<obeni mm for his horse,

2a8\200\231"

a\200\230, (A

a4\200\230

|

:14\200\234

O



4\200\230
O\ Buy
Abe}? stout animal; saddled it up; jumped up on it andWA

a\200\230

rated

IR

Pufi-\201nxt&4\200\231.

a\200\230rkis

By W time the

man had crossed the river and was running 0:? a slight incline.

Mkobeni chased-anA®© caught up with

0&\2001230 4\200\234°'H&\200\231e4\200\231
"&\200\2300"? Han 5&\200\230 (4\200\2341-\201t

Ht, Jua\200\230mpad A£30A» 4\200\23084\200\234;
I

himM fmm the shop.W horse and tackled him; b&\200\230ringing him to the grounA&\200\231
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/a\200\231

l;

64\2001230,4\200\234 5tha\200\234 .

I

a\200\230

"W. It was the Dan Hauser coal mine which caught fire and consumed hundredsx
gucL Ppofic. BM! Bun

vxt'rmlly

0f.21200\230 ASlives. PeeMea\200\224wg-e&\200\224virtua-i-\201y working foanothing anyway
Am) Hue.

"Hag striking feamre

fmcA©cr

07

(L&\200\23014\200\224

red\200\231gba\200\230rd

(LL [f.2\200\230tl.A¢"}ChCC

064\200\230

a\200\230

F
0{7."1

eb&\200\224fut the wayLmining chpinies W their black workersx is thatLdeath due to accide
nts

um CIMM&a\200\230N *F
a\200\230105
half not abated since LDan Hauser.

The tom of life in the mines is

a\200\231

Fe(ahudy .

W the highest in the
414%an
world .

Ll



LHoly Cross misslonlln the district of Flagstaff. W 1efa\200\230t the district of Bizana
where

'S
a\200\2311; 1929 a\200\234|
La\200\230hd

game. H’

Won&\200\231t!

| here lived forW years and wail never go back there again except on school or other
holidays.

{a M.

The journey, the first journey from Mcantohlo to Holy Crossa\200\231 was ofa\200\230 grea
t significance;

/
L Holy Cross mission}? built on land that stead? in the shape of the letter 'T',W

'l Saw &\200\234’4 UHF. Was

sQoooL

as

of

oc"

(4\200\234N

ina\200\224the&\200\224ehepea\200\224ef a cross without the top section.

(@]
The main sec tion of the land lief east 83%

(ay-

+

westa\200\230 and the&\200\224A«ei-\201d the windsLnorthlsouth.
5 41200\230t. w

{x0

WC,(4\200\234A¢
At a point roughly where the sections meeta\200\224L

dunes

40

was

anda\200\224eertiiaw a line running east west through the centre ofa\200\230 the longer s
ection, if a large

church that tewera\200\231s over



the entire mission ground.

It i-s&\200\224biti-\201zt facing east so that the
hmmA©

ka\200\234! 55\200\2344\200\235 {m’aHa\200\230
rmH.

a\200\234" um)a\200\234 ca\200\231ma\200\230c\on.

congregation wefld sit facing eastd\200\230 [Tothe left of the church and the- on the nor
thern wing,

WUL
an? a number ofW buildings W the girls Cloister, Lmown as St Mary’ s Kraal,

(ULHL

int(ulhf}

rthd (mt.”

I

and the resi?nts 0fa\200\230 the prdest in charge, Rev. Bernard Hartley.
[-4\200\230m-deseribii-\201ga\200\224these-r-ef

cl

eeerae-tami-\2014\200\224mya\200\224awMa\200\224JQGQAa\200\224 The hospital complex, which
include;

doctors and staff residences, take; up the southern winga\200\235 There iZan internal roa
din 81561

Loci

was

eutd\200\224e? the issien mission that refs between the hospital and the church to join t
he main

ran



x36

and myselfl rounded the great course at the entry point% We rode on without following; th
e

curve of the inner roada\200\231 Wt the school buildings on our right, and fUrther enA»
Pi-\201sgthg

[Atka

n6 (ASP wt...

BuilA©eup QICOk

on our Let}? a cluster of twe&\200\224er&\200\224three rondavelsWay reached a peirgi-\201
with

St Johris Kraal on our rqutmiehAJasa\200\224a-DMWWWBAa\200\224W Here

we unsaddled, gere was our journeys end. Elan and | were taken back to the cluster of ron
davels 4\200\234ml"

we.
weal? had first passed near

the school buildings.

It was late afternoon art! what | newknex
07?

(0,1717

(ovuwl Ou"

was ad\200\224SatmeA©ayra\200\224{ta\200\224ewneda\200\224eued\200\224te&\200\224be Satur
day of the Easter Weekend , the"eve-ea\202-"Eaeter

Sara 2.

Sui-\201dayga\200\224indeecia\200\22412\200\224hfAC©ebsepva\200\224ed standing outside the
entrance to the church which maida\200\224be&\200\224e-bzut

And 1;

SA4\200\234)

weas.

200 yards away, a group of people We wearing what | came to know wi-\201e red cassocks ah
a white

oC

as
Surald\200\230ies.
Th

wasa\200\230 "3:
Came,

A.

I

a\200\230
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.8\200\234
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Sewda\200\2240u-ta\200\224A0ta\200\224waga\200\230 the evensong which preceded Easter Sun
daya\200\230 Wa\200\230s/ew early en the

Couow.}-q
fe-leew'trg morning we were woken up and told to go to churchyadrthere we found a share?

m" a\200\234mere,

bunk; 1A3

!

DD&a\200\230IWOLLSFOAAA&\200\230AIK

Ja\200\230sA»

Qrzc,

had

thatad\200\230 was overflowing with people, BMW | ha? never been inside

such a long, high buildith [Procession soon started which moved within the church to&\200
\224begin&\200\224with

E [04\200\235 O

*0

(4w,
A©f10i-\2024\200\2304\202-tdnl(4\200\231i-\2014\202-f<"

a\200\2313

DQ

{Ran |
44\200\230.4\200\231
and

W a druma\200\230and moved out into the open[chd its way round the Cfa\200\2300SSLOHtO th
e main read\200\224

A¥t WMa\200\235MNWWWMW™W
, 0009 cma\200\235 gmgmq ,

Lo

Lna&\200\231

. road leading north with

the beating of this drumt W up at a cemetiry.

m HMOJM

"&\200\2304\200\23404\200\230 | (1

had 00" f

a\200\23011} 5a1200\2354\200\234 this WW me | ai-\201tezai-\202 did not know the hymns, a
ti-\2014\200\230arrst | had no idea where this



misFKGQA
a\200\2344\200\2350,

/

L3t4\200\2300 {4\200\234963 ,

001}? was \
5g4\200\235 how.a\200\234 long procession was WA It-A«asrheadeda\200\224bz a boy WWW swin

ging a

?(')F|cca\200\230.|'m

an Okllcla\200\231 Ho." QmOLCtY’
and 4\1200\234L W05

\ntoguzg.

4\200\231E4&\200\230

CTOhV' U68

T 4\200\234M
5220

smektrga\200\224ebjeACt followed by someone else who was carrying a cross. Welds:

u (\Ha&\200\230 \a\200\231

4a\200\231

pina\200\234, L".

OF EMM cemetgh&\200\224fi-\201i-\201ai-\201 was singing and prayers &200\230 and then i-
t&\200\224e4\200\231earbcd-i-\201ck&\200\224agairlin the same formation.

of

Mm ProceSan F&MIDCA. Ht way g’ La&\200\234, 4\200\234*mt}

cem.A¢\erY Hurt.

Tn u-c

a\202-10!"

thy O

Cchth&\200\230 o



Intabengadlingomo, ge liked the teacher" we enjoyed the lessons, 4\1200\230vA© made many f
riends and althoualL

4\200\230
(\&\200\230k&\200\230finc&\200\230
the practice OfW With StiC ks continued,

4\200\234" "4\200\234 23::

a\200\2342 -
e.

12" . zo-e
22

AAA

theya\200\224MoZe part 0fa\200\230 normal lifegLa good training for manhood. WW

’

4\200\230

cathe&\200\230s4\200\234 Lnui-\201n_;m$i-\202\$
meofmyfa\200\2244\200\230aseimtiori-\201
Su04\200\230x

R

HU&\200\230L

A«For {kc
wasLtonic sel-phg which we we were taught there how to read and sing . | even

Suit

h

but :

anal
51-44-101

’

a\200\230

composing and writing up songsa\200\230E&\200\2300r" my own amusement, [hot for general p
resentation. anA©&a\200\224th-4\200\230rs-wai-\201

to say how good the teaching was or how well it preparedus for the annual examinationsWe
was

It 1? not possible at the time



Cr

K" can Scafcdf
thwmmmwm the general level 0fa\200\230 perfor

have L&\200\230L&\200\23114\200\230Ptd
A0&\200\230uancc.

Lo

Hut ma&\200\235 0? us

mance

were required to alternate going to sc hool with looking after
A

cattle or whe often arrived late at seheela\200\230Il because W been busy with plougiihg

Our classics

u; 9404\200\230
wWawleWIWMwmi-\201si-\201lhemmmmmm
WWeQXWWy-dw Ehe examination day

(-(led

us

a\200\2341Vva\200\234

-\202ar

14\200\231nmSQAa\200\230C wag clema\200\230y so
a\200\234we

occascoa\200\230n

wasa\200\224i-\201ethingm-ioobfa\200\2300ra\200\230wam because the teacherW nervous about
the&\200\224wayLa\200\224he&\200\224pef-4\200\230ewcd

a\200\2319’' most 4\200\23001. Had" a\200\230M.
('0 mada\200\234 MS A
te&\200\224the&\200\224eeam WyACWWWWW
Sekoot M 59'C(4\200\230.0r wLo

wosk

WWWWeWmWWSW

was

He. cCCect was. a\200\230vo make, ui-\201'y B:(n: &1200\234Mk RM.
do Somethq nod";

kordcf. (3141’
Ekaqgué\200\230014\200\230ei-\20114\200\230
nervausnehs

(ommq

94\200\23014.
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was

Lo

(4\200\2310
Wwwmmppmumwew

a whh ?eri-\201o0n,
uSYa\200\224Weé\200\224wenemeallyd\200\224ai-\202naid

WW

W o A35974\200\2357 Lt

WWWWWWUWWW
WWWWWPVWeSSA»%d48WGMEA\202-W&<-WW

WHhHeaehePa\200\224wasi-\201imselHerrmmsabeata\200\224thewarrmwmpectonE&\200\224Qea\200
\224sevecall

WWWWv-mtwmmdi-\201awmwema\200\224mmmi-\202dw _-
Winhe particular day W he was expectedWw

(

WWWWW we would keep looking

in the direction of the road by which WWW concentrate more on the fact ofa\200\230 his
his

ear would

come.

and

coming than on preparing; ourselves for his tpestsIW car approached.
4a\200\230CS(-$

And

a,

a4\200\230mf

U((k

H&\200\230C.

a.

wai-\201 Spveaalmg
mmspeetonAdasmnngiandiaszQWwi-\201-the&\200\224appmaehb
4\200\234A&\200\235 H. woum

$000. arrw’e.

CA (A

(:0ch

MugM and shout to the teacher" Chamkao. the
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to brinngoney ma\200\224erdet that they would not fail in their obligations to reciprocat
e

DJ&\200\230Y
prué\200\230wa\200\230id 4120012300
.fa\200\2300r Hf gifts Wmm'.

NLHEJL ?rowdccl 4\200\2350WI18\200\231
Anethez attraction for the oommnity.

Sometimes the horses included some very good breeds,
. Eran the early afternoon there would be horse racingl
W and everyone was entitled to take part.

{54\200\231

The prize for the

winner would normally be some blankets 41202-3997? horses which were particularly goodrunn
ers

and Sam C.

kw! obtmneot

sud: A \nauJ

ol

blinkeks

ova RM; 109% Rata\200\230-
'Uv
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3;;4\200\224

" . &\200\230
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chl were Smd to heave.

(30th

WWWMWMW

a?

whole families by: their suoessi-\201. Ethersocial events took&\200\224place

iIMPOCch woe. 8\200\234S&\200\234FHY

DJILJIAHWQS™

'94\200\2314\200\235) 4\1200\2344\200\23054\200\231

L 4\200\230 excitement of a wedding day

began some weeks before the-date When WWto sing at the
HA»;

and

A

c&\200\230ncms

wodtok beam PNPN&\200\230N?

wedding inW a competition between the bridesww
a\200\230

brddegrooms.

At the end 0fa\200\230 the day the gleststould decide which
H™mgducs

CHM?

had won. the-

? WQS a\200\2340P WC. CO'F 0G
$\naa\200\230nq

Pk:(”

W05 0.002.

a\200\234E

GLL&\200\23000(



-\201e,

998198354\200\234

hom-Aaheya\200\224would.

CLo’'m; modal

Waia\200\231

1: dance to the musithhey sangWWWWWW slow, graceful

um,A»

J

motions performed W and the test was largely the quality of the singinthhe
m MNSOO

amoral mailf 41200\230304\200\235)

anal,

beauty of.4\200\230 the composition and the- graoe, especially of the girlslas they acted
out the song.

a4\200\231Raeé\200\224eraetieesi-\201ewtheoweddihgdawerei-\201lmysmnduetedi-\201ni-\201he™
evening3~so theeyeutkr

assemW&a\200\224agneMlaoeavera\200\230y’evehirgmrepagi-\202ndWrwi-\201ervsome

Cc
oendue&\200\230eihgeheirs&\200\224mpa\200\224the&\200\224weddii-\201g-dayst

The wedding

((5" what}

wcrc

p(0&\200\2300ngewca\200\230

A cow would be slaughtered and people would come to join the married couple firstuat the
brides home and Ba few days later at the bridegrooms hemer-WW

4\200\2344\200\2306 n )

WWWWM-ohmmm
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a\200\230
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mddings&i-\201"A©A§Wyms~geneml&ya\200\224i-\202gemvvthemiseA«hat otherwseeiabevehes.-
a\200\231

were&\200\224there-r"

[One of the most popular songsLat these weddings and eerta\200\2244\200\230ranly one whic
h was sei-\201g

gang

(Jung

own a(dar s.shr’s

at myW says something about

numiur

the nub?a\200\2350f people who went to school in

my areai-\201le words of the song asjsei-\201g were) )

rlsay longy to jelico, habla am | odis 4200\231

4,04
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[Tn Bark. wwLU&\200\230 wineA» 8\200\234’1 qrASS Stow; BU m Ea?wccn Ha\200\230t A£iA¢(0.5
we waya\200\234! an Lun&\200\230i-\201ns

for mice.

1

was

a

CavourJa\200\231c game. 4\200\2354\200\2300qu 00A¢
phat

Could

Somcéa\200\230nmes 5%

MWWWWhmi-\201rg-W

a little too exciting.

I

One.

~ group of boys

and

would form a skimA®©eh line and move slowly forwardsingingW beating the grass

so that the mice would run away in the

In the meantime,

W another group had placed themselvesW the track which
0? Boys would &\200\230Vuc
across

Ma\200\230
OFQOSJa\200\231C/ JWCchon .
A,

the mice would take,

uaulol

be

wadnn'q

wan.

Hwm

dedWWi-\201-ermdmefovi-\202ae&\200\224Fcemmrge,and
But Valour

LWHE&\200\230L , gomtI'mcs

uc wade}
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the mouse was so big that
scream and run away; .

And
Bug worse still, what Mm not a mouse, but a snake, Wthe whole scene

and A«mg wouH ca\200\230xa-ngc.

trudged

A£0?

(45 ,.

Dno&\200\230vLe-r

was &\200\234Ne.

W. 8\200\235Eaea\200\22404\200\231ehe; activity in which we engagedm as boys WW7
07?

hunting Lbirds.

would made.
We mid around with short sticksW long, but with a heade

E tween One And two Ct

m

M&th-ea\200\224head,A» which helped to propel it when we threw itWw
A flock of birds would come flying past, and .yeg-wouldW into their midst,
Ma&\200\230s 4\200\235wow Our S(a\200\230mks ..

Now&\200\224

YA°A°A°
aada\200\224mgpev often than notyeg wouldW at least one A butz-sometms yeua\200\224weuld

5:0 chr h [&\200\231

Aca\202- 4\200\2344\20012303'4\1200\234
we.

"44\200\231

'5

acmA©A®© ala\200\231 a portsculora\200\230
throw-ata\200\224 W}! bird,,We lucky, yer hit it.

You. Wouhi
and Ldi-\201te,

This was a great achievment,
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and anyone who succeeded in doing this was envied by the others,
back home in

{7'5 A¥(OPL1CAS

a\200\23051,;

ata\200\231

Ma."

QAa\200\235

the afternoon with

malw 5.; LL11

Wavewmmmwmmdeat

hangihg down from yew belt 012 the side, soW
Lam&\200\224 we; woulol roast

was

L;

(Lei:ECMDQS (31d

Wet the i-\201m was not in

HMS 17* was in Surcec/Jm?a5

kunFCJa\200\230sS, °

[For the rest, we occupied ourselves as other boys would; sitting> around, playing with
sticks, and sometimes -..

5,

4\200\231..;:- z
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ftgkhng. 11815

last Mould. MSKDNY take. an OTQOMZCO4&\200\230 Co0ia\200\230m
WI4\200\234) (304\200\231s Cram Our own arA¢a LakgngqoOn

Bays Cram an0("\:\4\200\230 nnc&\200\230 Cor
this purpose, we needed sticks; not one ;.

BML&\200\231

and

(or (Jack 9C. L13" Wt, always. BAA 4\200\234\Hi-\201 Vtaahf 4\202-07 (64\200\231
L at least two, generally three,

a\200\230

vvrka\200\230MaLH

a

rule,

05’ ow Socul-y :anb’ no man or Boy ever wrnt an-(whlw W "a\200\234t 0!

0005
LL

’

(<
A§ 21200234 4\200\231

AVAR0

IDUIO

Y

0

iv'3
2::..:4\200\231
a5. 4\200\230 O
3

a4\200\23135 FL carrxcol {rwo tla\200\231 was a 4W" 4\1200\234wt" kc. wasreach; For a ¢.131
44\200\235; Hume Hub Cue, Knew) (4\200\234L66 UO5

Weé\200\224threerthm-yeea\200\224Jeeewa\200\224thene-mla\200\22414\200\224be ai-\201MMta



\200\224leastyomgta\200\224have&\200\224a4\200\224ei-\201ck
going

to

a\200\23093. Ond.

8141:, OF (OurSQ

4\200\234MS DOGS no" march.

51

{ -
WCOPOO Carea\200\234at occaA©xoni.

a4\200\230

14\200\230.

‘can

\qa\200\230 .

A She; 4\1200\23414\200\231th Zn necesscuf to
dei-\201enda\200\224yewzselvesa\200\224agmnsta\200\224tW .Bn’r also so that ifa\200\230 a

ssalse-appeanedgon could kill

Wntc&\200\230. 055 He. aHock 0? a dog. goal
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asA» Si-\20141200\23004\200\230ke’ OF?LCJACA.1E was 5t. Aua\200\230j
I'D k&\200\234 It. 50 Re} IE7 Wavtd DOE’ Lt. 8\200\234SIG
WWWWWWISAOW

h,

LEG.

Somton; Ase,

{a Slat? (A Skck a\200\2340; as,

muadn &4\200\2303 Por&\200\234 Oc:

wag,

uped-ul +0

wear.

JM. dress

as

r/mema\200\231a else, Rm"4. man at Bay

'mmemeWma\200\224mmm,

involved. One of themW with a boyLme-wasa\200\224ews
"-4\200\230z-A«nr’ quite a number of
Ganauu ,

in which | was

Ca((c

(4,45

H

[T S&\200\230-U reA©ema\200\230MV
14A»:

604L155:

a\200\2354,04\200\1234!

{a

a\200\230

and

(Jun: ware, hog.)

parents were recent mnigmnts

our area, CW

htughhpuxs
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a\200\2344\200\2305
(35¢cc

Wag Hn:}

D

a76.04

Du (i-\202, who

0’6

’

a\200\235v;

[kacal AP 4\200\230(A© LnHi-\201

A

(-vnsl'cmk 6%! Bu}:A«14\200\231was | who Ac}!
La\200\230HL

PdeOksfi-\201g.

gal; CWI&\200\230Q,

bi-\201qtl)

WWWWFWe minutes after- we had started, | see;
am of:

LL&L&A\200\230

r"\

a\200\230

begh&\200\230m’ng to realiseLl had made a disastrous mistakez.
He didn't seem to feelia\200\230my blows,

mm

but his were stinging. MWWWW

13

WWW In the end | just lowered my sticks and stopped.
(



At that point
he could have continued, gut he realised that IW had had enouglf,
| never touched him again}.

say..thea\200\224-leastd\200\231-2\200\230vera\200\224A£ened\200\224eA§4\200\224Gai-\201a
w:”™

gr'Other contests went reasonably well. | developed confldencex and | commanded somerespe
ct,

(/10!

So a\200\234wok

were no.3?

On one. OCCaSVoO

804\200\234}! cm Wt 4\1200\230tleroost AOYa\200\2303

HM
W TN.

aed\200\224leesta\200\224the boys would-net-beu quiek to provoke meWWWWQe&\200\224were
A

MO

51" UL'Lmlvo ata\200\224sWe

knew that there was going to be a flght

anpa\200\230 1 had (M4, prowA©ui wk

1: h A naarbf 771m,

WW sticks which yeu&\200\224hidea\200\224sememer’e-bef-a\200\2300reva\200\230yw

Hue. aca\200\230zrn&\200\23000h,

(In
entes&\200\224thmehoel-prai-\202sesrtga\200\224taieemtai-\201er

uLu-s HM,

lessons were, DULY,
a\200\2311:

want Lo qgf' rm;

S&a\200\2347ck3

a\200\224

4th iOme,ol
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WWWWWW A

the fight.
4\200\231i-\202mrc were,
3"4\200\235;4'1

Same,

gra\200\2300u _
S.ECOhA Lrom Wt, VtA©a\200\230nk,

a\200\23019,

09

anal
|
| wa’x POL m 4\200\2341e. pomtxon 0C

we formed a line, WWW
bur OPPOAQOK'’S

a\200\23414\200\230 4\200\234"6
Sla\200\231o0d

mm across a small rivulet and
bAEQA(q

Ehegra\200\224wefe approaching us .
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a\200\23043.

9n that eventful easter weekend in 1929, Mama? a joumey WWW me

TL

${i-\201i-\2014\200\230imfa\200\231}

Mta\200\231x

L9 i-\2014\200\230"

i."xa\200\230leM

physically in a direction away from the Ngele mountains am whiA©ah was in fact seet-mngm
$Qc

QFAIF

07?

ma,

"4

gni?tn a process mfh would pmve-deelsiveminuglvihgi-\201nyeeli-\201-te&4\200\224HmueemM3334
N1914\200\234 "W&a\200\234"hams

a\200\230akc

Lab(a NJ

a\200\230VLO

a\200\234n [-

SLOW ma

QY

Oh

we.

(OHrfr

Q:J,’ 1" WAS a\200\234G.

a\200\23073- (Irv, 02\200\230 (A 4\200\230hwh/JVCKJ

A the nature of the world that ui-\201wmmei-\201gmwew steps back

in order to take W345 thousands etl-eteps forward.

mamAs:

ra\200\234\
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Thin Suc&\200\230dwh wt \DVOVL
aporL

apol

@]

3.:"Wm 75-

a\200\231

V4

- -ia\200\235 - 0- O.

.. 1 8\200\230 3..

se:

@]

.8\200\230 n: 4\200\234:9-.. t

I

" smiled

at each other.

| knew he was a man and he knewLI| wasW | came to find thatg&\200\231ladlhamba
a\200\2344\200\2300!a\200\234

was very fond ofa\200\230 provoking stick fa\200\230igxtsWW anda\200\231of course, he was
good at

Harv" Bu?
W he never-WW me to a fight, {411* did ILhim.

LLa-UthCa\200\230t4\200\224A

, :2th

We had tested What

Wa\200\234 4\200\23014\200\2304\200\234 4\200\2344\200\23444\200\235"
cock onJ’

and we knew what each 9129 was.

07?49

We,

(&\200\235A

PF bec ame fa\200\230r'om thf; moment when we called off the exchange 583};
HA»!8\200\224

GLDSM}

ac

CratAJS.
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htver

4\200\230na0&\200\230

WEWW so much as a differenoe&\200\230and we understood each
A

other so vepy. well.

That friendship with all its intensity lasted until and long after |
left South Africa to go abroad.
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i

lill
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1-4\200\2300l
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I!
'S'HIAYS,
11]

iminged&\200\224eeverelyd\200\2240n&\200\2300un-iong&\200\230therishedwxpectationsr [1The
joy and excitement ofW

tub,
annived at Holy Cross

Soon

[KM &\200\234Cwa\200\234;

Ha\200\230AF'WL

was bei-nga\200\224piegsesswely corroded byW

mrii-\2014\200\234? \A«hvc, \ma\200\230 emev TM FQHNCVS
WW had never at any time made any offer or given anymnder’takf

HA\200\235,4\200\224 HEY
(05’517d

ing to educate my fathers or anyone elses childan 'Haeya\200\224saiA©4\200\224ina\200\224
anyoasea\200\224Ehey had no mnds to

[ca 09 chge’
4\200\231i-\2024\200\230cy

pay for our education and that our father would either have to paylhimself or take us bac
k with 4%:

own.

(or tr



him to Bizana.

The school told usLit was trying to persuade them to change their mindsa\200\235 gut as 1
57?;

Ha

day followed day, the gloomy prospect of WW larger and larger;W
Fawn’'qg Ls: return {nomad
Winglya\200\224gii-\201rgwm*wwpaiwom%wmhsmwi-\201umli-\202 .

meaiqing-Jorotherrdidmet™seernAx»-ppeparedvto™give up-and-indeedA« after several painfull
y anxious days}

x&a\200\230 (L em.
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LI&\200\230b
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OF Armings
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ensmkg Pm

5&1

UMLIAUXQ, N uha\200\234:

the span,WWW correctly and bed\200\224able-bo

pumal

mm pm 1%

A comA»: Speeds or

the whole team pui&\200\224lf-together and-ind\200\224sueh&\200\224a4\200\224mya\200\224t
hatrma&\200\231e

a\200\2306

olli-\201creA&\200\230 ways.
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a

aada\200\224me-mcbe-wii-\202ri-\201an-vthat kind of controlg every pair and each ofa\200
\230 the oxen, ti:

became.
Wanar'trandthemi-\201epztherd\200\230ewera\200\230egoodspandriversandbadones. W

InevJ-ad\200\230atf
WEBB ox wagonlwas aW
Is&\200\230dA©

mark

0C

59,4\200\234; ?Coseentj.

over

or
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w ' Ahomes could not affordgl
duel

not

AA©or 4\200\234ac

Sort op

Spar)

needwa\200\230

A¥o

putt

a

normauV

have enougx oxen ted\200\224A«to puLWma\200\224i-\202aaa\200\231a4\200\224i-\201euld
(Dacha! wngan.

Swot.

Ours, was one.

eXCLPb0a\200\230na\200\230 anra\200\231 among
loaded-Mmr&\200\2240ne&\200\224eA©my

a\200\234W m J
0? *Canspoi-\201’
N W at&enz

Our span of oxen travelled to different parts and was often away from borne for considera
ble.

a
m

bo&\200\230gs 0C maize &\200\234'4\200\224
7

i-\201nal on

parts of the whcie mnth, transporting goodsLususallyW from one town te&\200\224enethePa
\200\224r
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or

-\201remen: trading store to anotherWww

Eben the ox wagpn team was awayxfa\200\230mm home on

mrk,the&\200\224hePA©4a\200\224eP-H1EA\200\224ea4s5ele

Suck)

OLJ 4\200\230neroa\200\230 07 cattle. NOS
corfAESPONAMQ(y

deptehcl, and

\n
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H&\200\230C. remnants :7:
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’

a\200\23064,4\2001234? dcphkccl mstFa\200\230
[ta\200\224wasa\200\224aisea\200\224er

TI&\200\231 was Suds (k
4% boys WC; enwgd
A matter of pride to head home with a large number 0fa\200\230 cattleWWW

H1056. Suds as out
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H?0SC&a\200\230Wa\200\224{HJW neighbour’s , the Mabude family, who had
FAA om. Vaca\200\234c, (man Fords. m the. area. wden {5-,
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returned either late in the evening or early in the mr'mng, there was genepa-I joy all
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aim

great treat if we were allowed to go onLthese trips 7 WWW
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