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TRIBUNE COMMENT 

Natal priority - 

   

TALK of peace in Natal 
abounds, too much of it po- 
litical point-scoring in a 
bloody power-game. From 
one side, there have been 
calls for the actions of the 

. KwaZulu Police to be 
probed; on the other, accu- 
sations about the aggressive 
actions of the African Na- 
tional Congress. 

Recently, however, the 
talk has had a more en- 
couraging ring. Mr Patrick 
Lekota told ANC members 
to make peace, not to seek 
revenge; Dr Oscar Dhlomo, 
perhaps ready to don the 
mantle of mediator, has 
supported Mr Lekota and 
urged a meeting between 
Nelson Mandela and Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi; and Mr 
-Thabo Mbeki has hinted at 
positive steps to end the vio- 
lence. Then, on Friday, Mr 
Mandela, visiting the site of 
the Inanda bus tragedy, 
again committed himself to 
ending the violence. 

Yet the killing goes on. At 
least 15 people have died 
violently in Mpumalanga 
this week, the bloodshed 
continues unabated in the 
rural areas and hundreds 
more are left homeless. The 

| statistics are chilling: more 
than 4000 have been killed 
since the beginning of 1987; 
9 000 police and soldiers 
have been deployed in un- 
rest areas ... and people are 
still dying at a rate of more 
than 100 a month according 
to some estimates. 

Stopping this slaughter 
means developing an even 

 greater commitment to the   

peace process at grassroots 
level in the troubled areas; 
there will have to be com- 

~ bined efforts, free of politi- 
~ cal posturing, to control un- 

disciplined elements on both 
sides. 

And the Government, 
whose responsibility it is in 
the final analysis, should 
take new initiatives. It 
should show its commit- 
ment to peace in the region 
by setting up a judical com- 
mission of inquiry to probe 
all aspects of the violence; 
and it should beef up the al- 
ready-powerful security 
force operating in Natal. 

It should also make ren- 
ewed efforts to bring the 
leaders of opposing groups 
together at the negotiating 
table. This effort can be 
started at tomorrow’s 
renwed talks with the ANC 
leaders. It is clear that the 
violence in Natal has be- 
come a major obstacle to 
the hopes for reaching 
agreement on a new dispen- 
sation on South Africa: 
Natal has become a priority 

- on the peace agenda. 

If a fresh commitment to 
negotiations can be secured 
and an effective new nego- 
tiating forum established — 
the existing peace commit- 
tee has simply bogged down 
— the peace process could 
begin moving again. At the 
same time, such a forum 
.could be harnessed, with the 
injection of substantial 
State aid, to a combined as- 
sault on the major socio-ec- 
onomic problems plaguing 
the region. 
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Across the real 
Rubicon at last? - 

densie tomorrow come not a 
moment too soon. The costs 
of delayed negotiations are 

apparent everywhere — confu- 
sion, heightened expectations and 
the unleashing of a hundred 
private agendas. 

Yet it is to the boundless credit 
of both sides that the talks -are 
going ahead despite the tumult 
caused by “Red plots”, arms 
caches and the detention of senior 
ANC people. 

We must accept that in the 
bumpy road ahead there will be 
many such diversions. The best we 
can hope is that President De 
Klerk and Mr Nelson Mandela will 
show the same restraint and pur- 

ess in the future as they 
ve displayed in the immediate 

past. ; 
There should be two prime 

objectives tomorrow. 
i t,levellinf the playing field 

through the release of political 
risoners, the return of exiles and 

THE peace talks at the Presi- 

g the emergency in Natal. 
Second .is stabilisation of the 

political process — the suspension 
of the armed struggle by the ANC, 

ce the beginning of peace talks 
between Inkatha and the ANC, 
agreements to deflate political 
rhetoric, and some deal on better 
ordering (thou%h not ending) of 
street protests, boycetts and 
strikes. : 

\ 

If all, or even most, of these 
objectives are reached, South 
‘Africa could enter an era in which 
this country’s great, chained, pro- 
mise is at last realised. 

It is, however, unwise to be 
g:lled into naive optimism. The 

esidensie talks will merely 
clear the obstacles to real negotia- 
tions. 

They cannot, in themselves, de- 
liver visible peace. That is for the 
various parties’ political support- 
ers, ordinary members of the pub- 
lic and the security forces to 
achieve. It would be naive to be- 
lieve that everybody will support 
the model set by participants in 
the Pretoria talks. Saboteurs to 
the right and left (some not a mil- 
lion miles distant from the bu- 
reaucracy) would like nothing 
better than to scupper the process. 

Neither will the talks resolve 
longer-term issues like what sort 
of constitution we will have, who 
will take part in devising it, who 
will comprise the eventual gov- 
ernment and how will the delicate 
roblems of the transition be 
andled. 

Tomorrow’s talks were preced- 
ed by delay and turbulence. All the 
indications are they could succeed 
in building a basis for even more 
Krogress. We should be deeply 
eartened by this — but not 

euphoric. '   

  

 



  

  

Eldest daughter tells Mandela: 

‘Charity begins at home, dad’ 

My. bitterness 
190 

NELSON MANDELA'’S 
long-lost daughter, 
Makie, is coming home, 
but she will bring a bit- 
terness she still feels to- 
wards her famous father. 
Makie Mandela- 

Amuah, Mr Mandela’s el- 
dest daughter from his 
first marriage, has been 
in the United States for 
the past five years work- 
ing on her doctorate. 

Now she has been in- 
vited to do research and 
teach at the University of 
Natal in Durban for two 
months, and is expected 
in October. 

Straight-talking Makie, 
36, says she was snubbed 
by her father when he vi- 
sited America on his re- 
cent world trip, and she 
has no plans to visit him 
when she returns to 
South Africa. 

“He will have to make 
the effort, not me,” said 
Makie from her home in 
Massachusetts this week. 

She grew up feeling 
angry that her father had 
sacrificed his family for 
the liberation struggle. 
She had hoped for a rec- 
onciliation when he was 
released from jail, but 
was skeptical that this 
would ever happen. 

‘“I am bitter. Who 

\Jl‘oLlfle S, 

  two appears to be rooted 

  

Carolyn Mcmbbo“ in a bitterness Makie 
feels towards her father 

could not be? who left her mother, 
Eveline, before marrying 
Winnie Mandela. 

Makie was eight when 
her father was first sen- 
tenced and still nurses 

“I won’t be going to 
Orlando. I will be with 
my mom in Transkei. 

“I'm very sorry about 
it, but there is nothing I 
can do.” some hurt because he did 

She was hurt after she not choose to take his 
was specifically excluded children and go into 

exile. 
‘“He was prepared to 

from an invitation to see 
her father when he was 
in Boston in June. ; make the sacrifice and 

“The long and the short  go to jail. But it was at a 
of it is that I got a mes-  bitter cost to his family,” 
sage that he wanted to  she said. 

She never had the 
chance to develop a nor- 
mal father-daughter re- 
lationship with him. He 
divorced her mother 
when she was four. 

When he was on the 
run from police, it was 

see his grandchildren, but 
not me. We were told the 
children and my husband 
could visit him. 

“It is an irony of life, 
that a person can have 
the interest of the world 
at heart, but not his own 
family. his new wife, Winnie, who 

“There is a saying: took her to see him in 
‘Charity begins at home.”  hiding. 
It’s true for everybody. When he was impri- 
And it is true for him. soned she resented that — o 

““You cannot extend  all her needs were direct- i 
yourself to the world if ed to “Mum Winnie”, and A :;1‘32%:': t‘: rr;lue?'hfa\:‘l;%ssfaa){:;he e 

- you do not extend your- = was often frustrated. y 2 
She married soon after 

matriculating, but after 
two children the mar- 
riage fell apart. Makie 
picked up the pieces and 
found work, telling her  tually, she took his ad- 

father she mtended tobe- vice. 

self to your whole fami- 
ly." 

But she said: “It is not 
something I brood on. I 
have to get on with my 
life.” 

The rift between the 

come a nurse. 
He criticised her for 

her lack of ambition and 
encouraged her to fur- 
ther her studies. Even- 

She studied for a BA 
degree at Fort Hare, and 
then took a job as a so- 
cial worker. 

At her father’s insis- 
tence, she decided to con- 
tinue her studies, and 

  

FW notes demands fo 
Tribune Reporter 

DEMANDS for a judicial inquiry into the violence in 
Natal are receiving President FW De Klerk’s atten- 
tion, according to his office. 

Those calling for an inquiry include the Democratic 
Party, the Black Sash, the African National Congress, 
the Institute for a Democratic Alternative for South 
Africa and many prominent church leaders. 

The ANC wants, in particular, the role of the police 
be probed, while Inkatha wants the ANC’s role in the 
violence to be investigated. 

According to the DP’s regional director, Roy Ains- 
lie, deaths in the Natal coastal region since the begin- 
ning of the year have been around 100, whereas 

 last year it was around 40 or 50. 
icular concern to unrest moni- 

tors and observers is the huge disparity between 
the number of deaths — around 3500 in the last four 
years — and the relatively few prosecutions and con- 

What has been of 

victions. 
Meanwhile, a spokesman for the President’s office, 

Kobus Pieterse, told the Tribune that Mr De Klerk had 
taken note of the letter from Diakonia chairman, 

  

the Right Reverend Philip Russell. 

came to Durban where 
she stayed with his close 
friend, “Aunt Fatima” — 
Professor Fatima Meer. 

After completing an 
honours degree, she won 
a Fullbright scholarship 
to the United States, 

Natal violence probe 
Mr Pieterse said he could not say when Mr De 

Klerk would make a decision on the call for a judicial 
commission of inquiry into the July 18 Inanda bus 
disaster in which 26 people lost their lives, and second- 
}y, a commission of inquiry into the violence general- 
y. where she has been work- 

In his letter to Mr De Klerk, Bishop Russell said ing on a thesis on gender 
that when church leaders visited him on April 11, Mr | relations. 

Makie is married to a De Klerk had expressed his concern that the scope of 
wealthy Ghanaian, Isaac a commission into the violence in the whole province 

would be too broad. 
“While we still believe that such a commission is | children who will remain 

needed, we submit that the Inanda bus disaster is a | in the United States while 
single incident which could be investigated in a relati- | she is in Durban. 
vely short period. She has emerged as an 

outspoken young women, 
occasionally speaking on 
public platforms and has 
criticised the ANC’s poli- 
cy on sanctions. 

“It would give an important signal that the State 
regards violent incidents like this bus disaster in an 
extremely serious light.” 

Police say no ambush took place, but their investi- 
gations are still continuing and, according to regional 

  

Amuah, and has three -   
-
t
 

  

commissioner of golice in Natal, Major General Jo- 
hann van Niekerk, the matter ‘will be referred to 
Attorney General Mike Imber for a decision once the 
investigation is complete. 

- - - -~ - 
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‘Whére angry emotion t_hrives as well as the c 

up Natal’s breadbaske 

  

Graham Spence 

| IT’s tinder-dry in the Natal 
‘Midlands, and the dreaded 
late winter winds that fan 

‘] any careless spark into an 
instant inferno are early 
this year. 

But that’s not what’s 
worrying farmers. Instead 
it’s the white-hot emotions 
-that are running rampant 
in the area that are far 
more potentially danger- 
ous than any forest fire. 

The spate of killings of 
white farmers is the core 
of the problem, and for 
those in the Natal Mid- 
lands, the breadbasket of 
Natal and one of the most 
picturesque farming areas 
in the world, life will never 
be the same again. 

Ten people, all elderly 
soft targets, have been 
murdered on farms and 
smallholdings this year, 
and many others attacked. 

As in any small commu- 
nity, the deaths of neigh- 
bours in the most brutal       

fashion imaginable has a | 
reaction far more intense- 
ly emotional than it would 
in a diverse urban commu- 
hity. And now the people 
are angry. 

Dr Mike Lowry, Eston 
farmer, veterinary surgeon 
and head of civil defence in 
the area is one of those at 
the front line. 

A farmer in the Tala 
Valley, in the past decade 
he has weathered crushing - 
droughts, floods and hor- 
monal herbicide problems 
— and now the frightening 
rural attacks on whites. A 
large man and much re- 
spected, he is a survivor. 

“I personally would 
never advocate any white 
backlash, and I certainly 
hope nothing like that will 

idlands 
  

that attitudes are harden- 
ing and there is huge re- 
sentment here that never 
existed before. 

The area is officially 
. “quiet” at the moment, 
| with the police doing mag- 
nificent work in arresting 
suspects in almost all the 
murder cases and soldiers 

. being stationed on “soft” 
farms. Also the Midlands 
farmers themselves, show- 
ing resilience_found in few 
other communities under 

’ happen. But I can’t deny 

! just a 

Country Club has hired a 
security guard since sever- 

ral golfers have been at- 
. tacked by gangs of youths 
' at the fifth hole. : 

Why have whites been 
targeted in a comparative- 
ly verlig rural area where 
farmers have a good rec- 
ord of labour relations? 

Farmers have mixed 
views on this: Initially they 
thought the problem was 

inal element — 
vagrants i) rough -on 
their lands, or gangsters in 
  

  

  

siege, have banded togeth- 
er admirably. 

The core of their mobili- 
- sation .is the simple two- 
way citizen band radio and 
using their fire-fighting 
calls where bands of farm- 
ers would group at a mo- 
ment’s notice to confront 
raging forest fires. 

‘The community is also 
trying to.live as normally 
as péégililé Golf and polo 
matches are still the main 
weekend activities, al- 

. though the Richmond 
  

‘the townships. Most ‘sus-. 
g&cts the police have ar- 

ssted so far do have sub-- 
ph_ntial criminal records. 

. “Then the army told us - 
it was also a political prob- 

lem,”. said Dr Lowry. “We 
aren’t sure. At the moment 

there is a lot of tribal - 
fighting as well as the - 

same Inkatha/UDF 

clashes that are happening 

- elsewhere. It could be that 
criminals are capitalising 

on the general scenario of 

violence.” 
  

The brutal Midlands 

murders have also affected 

the trust between farmers 

and their workers. ¢ 

“«Barely a year ago I 

. would be called out to the ° 

labourers’ compound at 

]east two nights a month to 

patch up a stab wound, c_le- 

liver a baby or something 

like that,” says Ravenor 

Nicholson, who farms just 

outside Richmond. 

“Now if someone knocks 

on my door we don’t open 

up. Instead we just take 

the details and phone an 

ambulance, and this has 

seriously strained ourlre- 

sponsibility to our people.” 

p‘l)-lowevez,', Mr Nicholson 

believes this is just a “po- 

litical phase” the area is 

going through. 

What are the farmers 

doing to improve security? 

“We're very security 

conscious now,”’ says 

Campbell McKenzie, a tall 

timber farmer outside 

Richmond who is in charge 

of the radio security net- 
work. - - 

“T'wo hundred new two- 

. way radios have been 

bought in this area alone,   

.. bilisation.” 
% The main reason for the 
_’relative calm now in the 

effective police and army 
presence. Gangsters have 
learned that with the tight- 
ened security, there are no 
more soft targets. 

This was tested recently 
when some ruffians ar- 
rived at one compound one 
payday and demanded 
“protection money”. 

" The call went out and 
within minutes a group of 
armed farmers quite pre- 

  

Midlands is the highly- 

  

rops onl farms that make 
and using our fire cell net- | 
work, if someone is in trou- | 
ble there’s immediate mo- | | 

   

    T 

Dr Mike Lowry: Atti- 

tudes are hardening. 

red to do battle arrived. 

The thugs fled and since 

| then have never returned. 

Will the recent wave of 

terror force the farmers 

£f the land? 

o 1f it does it will have se- 

rious consequences for 

Natal as this is the prov- 

—



ince’s breadbasket. But it’s 
unlikely, as farmers in 
general and those in the 
Midlands in particular are 

.of the proverbial tun- 
21, says Ravenor Nichol- 

. son (lglltltg')_.who_ has lived 
all his life in the area. He 
is chairman of a Richmond 
chapter of the Natal Mid- 
lands Development Com- 
mission that has ear- 
marked R2-billion to up- 
grade the quality of life for 
all people in the area, not 
only the townships. 

But there are two major 
obstacles facing the com- 
mission. Firstly the UDF- 
affiliated Crisis Committee 
has yet to respond to the 
proposals as the commis- 
sion is keen to have their 

n 

Campbell McKenzie: . 
Security conscious. 

representatives on their 
steering committee. 

The second is the most 
crucial of all. The commis- 
sion’s firm proviso is that 
before any work can be 
done, there has to be peace 
in the tomhips. 

e Muscte(8Ug 

¥ 2 

MIDLANDS tranquility: But it is here that farmers are being murdered 
Pictures: Graham Spence 
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SUNDAY FOCUS 
  

N the six months 
since President 
FW De Klerk’s 
historic speech 

of February 2, no new 
political centre has 
emerged on which a 
post-apartheid South 
Africa can be based. 

This is the hard truth 
South Africa has to face 
on the eve of the second 
round of talks between 
representatives of the 
government and the Afri- 
can National Congress. 
Before the Groote 

Schuur talks three 
months ago, it was still 
possible for normally 
hard-nosed analysts to in- 
dulge in the fantasy that 
there would be an instant 
“meeting of minds”, even 
“love at first sight”. 

This time round, no 
one can fool himself any 
longer. Even the favour- 
able personal chemistry 
between President De 
Klerk and Mr Mandela 
cannot compensate for 
an alarming divergence 
between the National 
Party and the ANC over 
the basic rules of the 
game in normalised poli- 
tics. 

  

  

    

    

        

Forget the fabled meeting of minds, there is little common ground | 

on which the Government and the ANC can start building the fu- 

ture, argues HERMAN GILIOMEE, head of the Department of Po- 

litical Studies at the University of Cape Town and author of From 

Apartheid to Nation-building (Oxford, 1990). 
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The case 

for reform 

- In trying to persuade a 
startled white public, 

‘| President De Klerk has 
“kept in mind the maxim, 
well formulated by Sa- 
muel Huntington, that 
“the-case for reform is 
never stronger than when 
it is couched in terms of 
the needs to preserve do- 
mestic peace”. 

In private the Afrikan- 
er establishment has 
been using a phrase simi- 
lar to that of the Brazil- 
ian counter-revolutionary 
elite: “We must make the 
revolution before the 
people do.” 

Urging this Afrikaner 
establishment on is the 
conviction, similar to 
that expressed by Presi- 
dent Kennedy when he 
urged the passage of his 
Civil Rights Bill in 1963, 
that failure to reach an 
historic white-black com- 
promise would ‘“cause 
the leadership on both 
sides to pass from the 
hands of reasonable and 
responsible men to the 
purveyors of hate and 
violence”. 

Yet the past six 
| months have seen vio- 

lence escalate to unprec- 
edented levels. South 
Africa is an unsafer 
place than ever before. 
Investor confidence has 
sagged. Once again emi- 
gration seems the only 
real option for well-qual- 
ified whites. A credibility 
question is looming be- 
hind the proposition that 
negotiations will pre- 
serve peace. 

Even allowing for the 
fact that periods of tran- 
sition are invariably vio- 
lent, it is clear that nego- 
tiations and public order 

 



have threatened to break 
down because of the in- 
correct assumptions the 
ANC. and the NP have 
made of each other. 

In a paradoxical way, 
they have both overesti- 
mated and underestimat- 
ed each other’s strength. 

First, there are contin- 
uing perczfiions about 
authority. Because Presi- 
dent De Klerk has been 
careful not to spell out 
his political bottom line 
in the negotiations, the 
impression has been 
created among the sup- 
pressed that everything 
is up for grabs. While the 
overnment is in fact of- 
ering the ANC a part- 
nership in a coalition 
governmen!'.” sections in 
the ANC think the move- 

%U n°{°j !\l'glbuné 
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ment can soon get con- 
trol over the entire gov- 
ernment provided it 
exerts enough pressure 
and creates sufficient 
turmoil. 

Furthermore, the as- 
sumption that the ANC 
really controls, as dis- 
tinct from inspires, the 
masses, has been proved 
to be fallacious. Mr Man- 
dela’s well-meant calls 
for black children to re- 
turn to school and for 
pangas to be thrown into 
the sea have been all but 
ignored. 

According to all ac- 
counts the ANC’s at- 
tempts to turn the forces 
of liberation into a well- 
disciplined political 
movement have had very 
little success so far. The 

SN   

general impression of the 
ANC-United Democratic 
Front-Congress of South 
African Trade Unions al- 
liance is one of a deci- 
sion-making morass in 
which a small group can 
impose a rash decision 
(as with the Natal stay- 
away) while other deci- 
sions are challenged and 
overthrown (as in the 
case of the Groote Schuur 
sub-committee on am- 

"8t e g all the organisations 
in this camp it is the 
ANC itself which is in 
greatest need of author- 
ity and discipline. As a 
result of this authority 
vacuum, South Africa has 
been hit by the three 
kinds of violence which 
usually occur in transi- 

tion periods, namely rev- 
olutionary violence, spon- 
taneous violence and the 
backlash violence of the 
right wing. 

Second, the strategies 
the ANC and NP have 
adopted have also led to 
confusion and disarray. 
In transitions from au- 
thoritarian rule in Latin 
America or southern Eu- 
rope, the authority crisis 
at the top was invariably 
solved by “a founding 
election”, usually for a 
constituent assembly, in 
which the strongest party 
was identified and which 
all but ended inter-party 
competition for the time 
being. i 

South Africa, however, 
differs from these socie- 
ties. It is ethnically divid- 

o 

ed and the governmment | 
is accountable to an eco- 
nomically powerful white 
constituency. In the gov- 
ernment’s view its con- 
stituency will not counte- 
nance a constituent 
assembly since it would 
reduce whites to a poli- 
tically impotent minority 
even before the drafting 
of a new constitution 
started. " 

Because the govern- 
ment is unable to con- 
cede the most important [ 
demand of the ANC, | 
namely a constituent as- | 
sembly, it has been pre- 
pared to be eminently 
reasonable on virtually 
any other demand. In 
rent and service boycotts 
the government has be§n~ 
unusually forthcoming in 

  

~er it is prepared to draw 
- -a line somewhere; for in- 

| .’stance, whether it will| 

ANC over strategic 

- ance have negotiated in 

meeting demands. What 
is not yet clear is wheth- 

definitely terminate 
bridging finance for 
townships if local nego- 
tiations over rent boy- 
cotts fail. 

While representatives 
of the ANC-South African | 
Communist Party alli- 

good faith in many of 
these cases, there is also 
evidence of a double 
agenda. At the Tongaat 
meeting SACP leaders 
expressed the fear that 
the mass struggle against 
apartheid was “losing its 
spark” as the attention 
focused on negotiations. 
The task thus was to 
“galvanise the people 
into action again”. Hence 
the continuing turmoil as 
sections within the ANC- 
SACP alliance aim to 
eliminate warlords and 
councillors, smash Inka- 
tha and stage demonstra- 
tions over issues about 
which the government 
has already signalled 
that it is prepared to 
enter into open-ended ne- 
gotiations. 

Clash 

of priorities 
Finally, the cementing 

of a centrist alliance is 
threatened by radical 
forces g‘ulling in different 
ways. No one can know 
whether the SACP, enjoy- 
ing such a position of pre- 
dominance in th: ANC, l: 
repared to make a pac 

evlth a capitalist state. 
And no one seems to 
know how strong are the 
links now being forged 
between the white right 

&a a fundamental clash 

_tant to develop any 
' clear-cut policy positions, 

  wing and sections of the 

security forces which 
will have no truck with a 
new South Africa. 

- At the heart of all this 

stween the NP and the 

priorities. For the gov- 
ernment the highest pri- 
ority is to develop com- 
mon policy positions with 
the ANC and implement 
them together as a new 
governing coalition. For 
the ANC, on the other 
hand, the key issue is 
procedure, but before the 

ure for electing a 
constituent assembly is 
settled it will do its best 
to avoid getting entan- 
gled in any government 
machinery. And because 
it heads up an alliance of 
such disparate groups the 
ANC will remain reluc- | 

*which could split the | 
movement. 

Yet, however daunting 
the task may be, the sec- 
ond round of talks be- 
tween the government 
and the ANC will have to 
.build common ground 
with respect to both poli- 
cy and democratic Froce- 
dure. If the talks fail to 
do so, the search for 
peace im South ‘Africa 
will remain elusive. 
    
 



  
  

Brendan Seery 
  

IRISH Republican Army (IRA) operatives 

may have infiltrated South Africa and could 

pose a serious threat to British diplomats and 
visiting politicians. 

In the wake of last week’s car bomb killing of Ian 

Gow - a close friend of Prime Minister Margaret 

Thatcher - and as two top Conservative Party politi- 

cians prepare to visit 

South Africa next month, 

the danger is one which 

should be taken seriously 
by security chiefs both in 
Britain and South Africa. 

A recent fax, allegedly 

from the IRA and sent to 

several South African . 

newspapers, claimed the group had 

an operational unit in the country. 

In a statement this week, a Brit- 

ish embassy spokesman said it was 

in contact with the South African 

authorities about the fax, and 

added: “We take the security 

threat seriously on a worldwide 
basis.” 

Former Conservative Party 

chairman Norman Tebbit is due to 

address the annual meeting of the 

Institute of Directors here next 

month, sharing a platform with 

Nelson Mandela, in what has been 

described as a “trailblazer” for the 

possible visit of Mrs Thatcher to 

South Africa next year. Mr Tebbit 

was badly hurt and his wife was 

crippled in 1985, when the IRA 

bombed the Brighton hotel where 

they were staying during the Con- 

servative Party conference. 

Star athlete and Conservative 

parliamentary candidate Sebastian 

Coe is also expected next month on 

a speaking tour. 
Other prominent Britons at risk 

include the British ambassador to 

South Africa, Sir Robin Renwick, 

who is highly thought of by Mrs 

Thatcher, and who will next year 

take over the Foreign Office’s top 

posting in Washington. The British 

Army also has a number of its sol- 

diers in Namibia — as the British 

Military Advisory Training Team 

(BMATT) — who are helping to 

train and integrate the new Nami- 

bian national army. 
Political and military analysts 

in South Africa and Britain say the 

Irish rebel organisation — which 

vows to seek out those it considers 

enemies wherever they may be — 

may be looking around for “softer” 

targets after recent setbacks in 

continental Europe. 

IRA 

foothold 
Tatbune 
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in SA? 

  

Chilling fax 

and past links 
with ANC spark : 

fear for safety 

of visiting Brits 

It is also said to be “conceiv- 

able” the IRA may already have 
people here, who would alleged- 
ly have easy access to arms, safe 

houses and assistance through 
their friends in the ANC's armed 
wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK). 

Last year, British and Zimbab- 

wean security services reportedly 

stumbled on what could have been 

an IRA plot to assassinate Mrs 

Thatcher during her visit to 

Harare in March. The conservative 

International Freedom Foundation 

(IFF) claimed later that ANC 

cadres in Harare may have been 

co-operating with the IRA in the 

operation. 
In December last year, an IRA 

“death list” of more than 100 prom- 

inent British figures. including Mr 

Gow, was found at a flat in Cla- 
pham, London. Newspaper reports 

  

of that probe said investigators 
had linked two SACP “safe houses” 
in London to the IRA. 

Defence analyst Helmut Heit- 
man, the southern Africa corres- 
pondent for the respected Jane’s 
Defence Weekly, said that, despite 
recent attempts by the ANC to 
distance itself from the IRA, he be- 
lieved links still existed. 

“The IRA, ANC and Swapo all 
trained together, along with the 

PLO and Libyan terrorists. They 
plug into the same worldwide sys- 
tem, where groups do jobs for each 
other or provide back-up or safe 
houses”. 

Ronnie Kasrils, a member of the 
SACP and the ANC National Exec- 
utive Committee, as well as for- 
mer head of MK intelligence, said 
allegations about terror co-opera- 
tion between the two organisations 

were a “tissue of lies”. 
Last month, a fax purporting to 

come from the Provisional IRA 
(Provos) was circulated to a num- 
ber of South African newspapers. 
Signed by one “Clennan Feraghty”, 
the document claimed that, since 
the unbanning of South African po- 
litical organisations on February 2, 
the IRA had established in this 
country “‘our newest operational 
headquarters” and said a “wing of 
Active Service Units (ASUs)” was 

running here. 

  

 



  

Dealers 
make a 
killing 
in Natal 
By RYAN CRESSWELL 

POLICE believe they have! 
discovered a lucrative inter- 
national gunrunning racket 
supplying firearms to Natal’s 
civil war. 

Evidence of the deadly 
trade emerged when Durban 
detectives arrested three 
foreigners and seized 3kg co- 
caine worth R600 000 last 
weekend. 

The raid, which uncovered 
the largest consignment of 
cocaine ever found in South 
Africa, also produced 24 
revolvers and 350 rounds of 
ammunition. 
Two Peruvians and a 

Portuguese-speaking man 
from Mozambique were 
arrested. 

Two weeks ago, Durban 
taxi driver Krishna 
Manickum Reddy, 29, of 
Newlands West, disappeared 
into the crowded city streets 
while showing police where 
he was going to sell 10 revolv- 
ers found in his car’s boot. 

Sailor 
Police believe the semi- 

plastic revolvers were part 
of a consignment of 80 deliv- 
ered by an Argentinian sailor 
working on a South American 
ship. They say the ship will 
probably visit Durban again. 

The Argentinian-made .22 
revolvers are thought to have 
been sold for about R400 each 
in the townships around 
Durban, where fighting 
between Inkatha and ANC/- 
United Democratic Front 
supporters has claimed 4 000 
lives since 1987. 

Major Vlaggies Roux of 
the Durban branch of the SA 
Narcotics and Alchohol 
Bureau — whose men arrest- 
ed the three foreign suspects 
last weekend — said the 

v 0 g a wi, 

  
Detective -Anneline Marais with the contraband Picture: JIMMY HUTTON 

revolvers were similar to 
weapons used in “assassina- 
tions”. 

Observers say there has 
heen a move away from full- 
scale baitles to assassina- 
tions and ambushes since 
security forces moved into 
Natal’s townships this year. 

Major Roux said: “We have 
information that a lot of 
these guns have already been 
sold in the townships. It is 
also possible that there have 
been other consignments.” 

Major Johan Buys of the 
Truck Theft Unit said the 10 
revolvers found in Mr 
Reddy’s taxi and the 24 guns 
found in the cocaine raid 
were “definitely” off the 
same ship. 
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Frail Tambo |t 
to step down 
as leader 
of the 
OLIVER TAMBO, 
dent of the ANC 
years, is expected to ste 
down in ber, hand- 
ing over the reins to the 
first internally elected 
leader of the organisahon 
since 1952. 

The ailing Mr Tambo, 72, is 
to officially step 

ises to be 
occasion for 

the ANC — the first -annual 
conference to be held at its 
birthplace in Bloemfontein in 
30 years. 

Mr Tambo’s wife, Ad- 
elaide, arrives in SA from 
London tomorrow after dec- ' 
ades in exile -~ but without 
her husband who is severely 
lncapamtated by a stroke he 
suffered las 

Early 
The ANC has confirmed 

that Mr Tambo, who left 
South Africa in 1960, will at- 
tend its December 16 confer- 
ence and will deliver “a 
message”. 

But spokesperson Gill 
Marecus said it was “too ear- 
ly” to discuss his future in 
politics. 

The exit of Mr Tambo may 
clear the way for Nelson 
Mandela to be confirmed by 
popular vote as president of 
the organisation. 

The ANC, which has been 
setting up regional struc- 
tures since its unbanning five 
months ago, hopes to have its 
first, -most representa- 
tive, internal elections since 
Nobel Peace Prize winner ' 
Chief Albert Luthuli was 
elected president in 1952. 

Privacy 
The extent of Mr Tambo’s 

illness has long been a matter 
of speculation. The ANC is 
fiercel protective of his pri- 

Sunday Times was 
tol yesterda that direct ac- 
cess to Mr Tambo, who is 
recuperating in London, was 
“out of the question”. 

Mrs Tambo is returning to 
South Africa to attend the re- 
launch of the ANC’s Women’s 
League in Durban next 
weekend. 

Miss Marcus said Mr 
Tambo, who is said to be 
more frail than the ANC will 
let on, was not returning with 

AN 

  

% sto 
By MANDLA TYALA 

RESIDENTS of strife-torn 
.Seboken aretoasktheANC 

er set up a vio- 
lence monito; u:{:l;cke in the 
Tilangles town- 

shi . The call was made yes- 

jggngT‘force £y 

a a joint fug for 
threeofthe 6 victims of last 
month’s clashes between 

Sling Memobvies of o we sup, of the 
ANC-Cosatu alliance. 

A nine-year-old bo 
  

  

By MANDLA TYALA 
    

  

his wife because it was felt he 
should receive uninterrupted 
medical attention. 
‘;H;; cohen;xtx‘:,a mobile 

an making y pro- 
gress. He takes an active in- 
terest in the affairs of the 
organisation and is informed 
on all major events.” 

Mr Tambo’s illness has 
been blamed on the stress of 
drawing up the Harare Dec- 
laration, ANC’s guide- 
lines on negotiations, and ex- 
tensive travelling to sell the 
document to African leaders. 
  

  
  

among those buried. The oth- 
er victims, all migrant work- 
ers, are to be buried at their 
homes in the Transkei and 
Lesotho. 

This was the second mass 
| funeral in less than five 
months in violence-plagued 
Sebokeng, and residents say 
thei have had enough of the_   

Fears 
es at the Sebokeng 

Stadium were marked by 
alle tions of security force 

rtiality — with Als,C sup- 
Forters claiming the pollce 
avour Inkatha. 

The 5000-odd mourners 
were also told of advertised 
lans by conservative whites 

Vereeniging to form a 
‘Boere kommando Spe 
ers said blacks viewed 

Y 

  & rovocation at a time when 
eir leaders were talking 

peace with the Government. 

® The Con, " of South 
African Trade Unions has 
rressed fears of a fresh 

break of violence when 
Inkatha holds a rally in 
Soweto today. 

Crimeski 
RUSSIA has seen a 22 per- 
cent leap in ra , My, 
and murders 'year, wi 
police blaming the rise on 

S S e S a dec] 
discipline”. 

  

 



THE STOMPIE TRIAL 

The sensational 

shocked court- 
room heard wit- 
ness after witness 
recite a damning 
litany, not only 
against 42-year- 
old Richardson, 
but also against 
the “Mother of the 
Nation”, Mrs Man- 
dela. 

She was said to 
have started a 
vicious series of 
assaults on three 
kidnap victims 
(Kenneth Kgase, 
Barend Thabiso 
Mono and Gabriel 
Pelo Mekgwe) as 
well as on Stom- 
pie, and to have 
participated in a 
session of sjam- 
bokking that took 
place in her Diepkloof house 
on December 29 1988. 

Her home was the scene of 

beatings so brutal that blood 
splattered the walls, cur- 

tains, floors and the 
court heard. 

She was quoted as telling 
the four youths they were 
“not fit to be alive”, and of 

ie — who was 

known as the “Little Gener- 

al” — of being a “sell-out”. 

P 

courtroom 

move, advocate H H Joubert 

(for Richardson) put his 
assistant Kathleen Satchwell 

of calling as a 
woman from 
the Free State 

who   

Supreme Court in May. It lasted three we 

1l 

" eng Lerothodi b 

- By MARION DUNCAN 

‘&&‘f"”% Rand 
mnm a 

yer 
o VAey 

nnie as 
killer of W 

boy faces 
the noose 

Her sole purpose was to 

ve Mrs Mandela an alibi 

or the time when the as- 

saults were taking place: De- 

cember 29 to 31 1988. 
The judge, Mr Justice B 

an, however, said 
that the woman’s evi 
lacing Mrs Mandela in 

ort “did not impress”. 

explain events satisfactorily. 
idence that he had kid- 

napped the four youths and 

beaten them was undeniable, 

as was the evidence on his 

attempted murder of Ikan- 
stabbing 

him with the blade of a pair 
of garden shears. 

Death 
Although Mfl linking 
him to the murder of Stompie 
was circumstantial, objec- 
tive facts — including his 
own statements a ‘ 

n:fster being “di 
— clearly indica 

guil 
*~ So Richardson, a former 

Soweto street committee 

chairman and suspected 

police informer before his 

" employment by Mrs Man- 

dela, could get the death sen- 
tence tomorrow. 

And Mrs Mandela — who 

recently told an American 

talhhovlvI host she wm:‘wel- 
come the opportunity to 
defend hemrf in conx{ — 

may soon get that chance. 
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" Perspectives 
Black business: 
In search of 
the ‘third way’ 
and perfecting the philosopl:i' that 
business must operate in, and posi- 
tively identify with, a given socio- 
political milieu. i 

“If that milieu is iniquitous, busi- 
ness must support and encourage 
efforts to change it. 

“The traditional approach, which 
maintained that the business of 

Citing Far Eastern economic 
successes like Taiwan, South Korea 
and Japan, black businessmen fa- 
vour a measure of state interven- 
tion in the economy to accelerate 
black empowerment and to redress 
the inequalities created by 

rtheid. They find affirmative 
: action an appealing proposition. 

Mr AS Nkonyeni, Nafcoc deputy 
president, said: “For a start, we 
could consider a black-biased, 
apartheid-in-reverse procurement 
law which guarantees a certain 
gercentage of Government tenders 
or black contractors. 
“There may be many variations 

to this theme, but the significant 
point is an aggressive method of 
correcting historical imbalances in 
such a way that blacks are placed 
on a par with their white counter-- 

parts.” Deputy Finance Minister 

Org Marais told the conference 

R [l 

ORGANISED black business came 
-out of a three-day indaba in Durban 
this week leaning heavily towards 
the African National Congress’s 
view of a post-apartheid economy. 

Although reluctant to give 
unqualified support for the ANC’s 
economic policies, the - National 
African Federated Chamber of 
‘Commerce and Industry found 
:_ommon ground with the organisa- 
ion. 
At a time when the Government 

has declared its intention to move 
towards a laissez-faire economy, 

~ Nafcoc is adding its voice to the 

quest for the “third way” between 
an ubridled free market and a 
centrally planned economy. 

The mood was best summed up 
by Dr Oscar Dhlomo, former minis- 

ter in the KwaZulu government, 
who said at the conference: “We 

commend Nafcoc for dgveloping 

worry that free markets do not only 

create growth, but also help to en- 
trench inequali“tr. 

Professor Wiseman Nkuhlu, 

chairman of a Nafcoc economic 

task force, said: “The solution lies 

neither with Adam Smith (the 

father of capitalism) nor Karl 
Marx (the father of socialism).” == — 

at the Nafcoc conference 
unilateral privatisation pro 

i under the direction of a 

unrepresentative government, 
more so at 6. R 

Although hints of the ANC's 
intentions for a post-apartheid eco- 

nomy have raised a howl of protest’ 
‘in the white business comlpunity, 

_Nafcoc is determined to 

‘business is business, has long since 
 been discredited and those who still 
subscribe to it shall not survive the 
socio-economic challenges that lie 

 ahead.” 
‘Although they acknowledge the 

efficiency of a market economy 
and reiterate their commitment to 
free enterprise, black businessmen 
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WISEMAN NKUHLU 

that the problem with the South 

African economy was “big govern- 

ment” — large-scale social engi- 

neering whereby the Government 

tried to manage all facets of life, 

from the investor to the consumer 
to the worker to the retailer. 

Mr Marais spent much of his 
speaking time lecturing the confer- 
ence on the virtues of unfettered 
ca;t)litalism. He said that throu 

initiatives like privatisation the 

"OSCAR DHLOMO 

  

    ORG MARAIS 
Government was trying as much as 

possible to leave the'running of the 
. economy in private hands. 

But black business was sceptical 
of Mr Marais’s message. | - 

“Black aspirations in relation to 
the manner in which the ownership 
of wealth should be restructured go 
far beyond the fragmentation of b%g 

government,” said Mr Nkonyeni. 
“Black people have deep reser- 

vations about what they regard asa 
  

  

work 

e Ve es- 
tablished a joint commission to 
study models for the economy. 

Nafcoc has, however, been cau- 
tious in dealing with contentious 
issues like nationalisation, as 

Professor Nkuhlu observed: 
“The need for state intervention 

in the economy is accr:fted; but 

there is still no unanimity about 
what the liberation movement re- 
fers to as nationalisation. The mat- 
ter, therefore, requires further: re-   “search and discussion.” B 
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