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Prepared by Comrade Jane Ngubane

The mass political upsurge inside the country, whick rocks the very
foundations of the apartheid regime, the increased participation of
churches in the liberation struggle, and the constant assertion by

the masses, the churches, even the regime itself that the movement

iec a force which has to participate in the solution of the problem

of the country, makes our tasks for raising funds within the christian
communities easier.

The §outh African regime claims to be a christian country, an ascertion
which has been rejected by the in?iiﬁziiigﬁi christian community.
Apartheid has been declared sinFul,aﬁd te theological justification of
it a heresy by the international community. Almost all of the churches at
home have adopted this position, bringing apartheid from its political

framework and placing it in the centre of the church. A number of

international christian bodies have initiated certain programmes in

support of the churches at home, 1in their fight against apartheid.

Churches at home have maintained their links with the mother church
hodies abroad for various reasons. Some of the churches are still
missionary churches and depend entirely on the mother churches for

finmancial support.

The movement has developed working relationships with some international
church bodies and are receiving some financial assistance from them. e.g. The
Programme to combat Racism (PRR) of the World Council of Churches (WCC).
L utveran World Federation (LWF), and many others. Churches. at home are

affiliated to almost all of these world church bodies. Here is a list of

some of the organisations which have strong links with the churches at home:

- orld Council of Lhurches
Luthkeran World Federation
world Alliance of Reform Churches _ | : '
FheAfsice Counsit-oftrareres QA M- s (ovre ek #’ e At L‘(j
The Mennonite Community | U A
The Quaker Movement. . . ..

National Christian :hﬁ%éhes in Europe and Narth America.
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The movement has not yet tapped the resource potential which exists

within these organisations. The work

is carried out through specialised commissions which have speciflc areas.

of these

interns

) -

tional bodies
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Some practical suggestions to fund raise within churches and church .:

related organisatlions.

In order to be able to tap these resources, we-n

them at all levels, e.g. locally, regi

eed to be

in: toueh " with

snally, nationally and

internationally. We have to work with Protestants and Latholics alike.

This apporoach will help to create pressure groups at the dirferent

levels in order to break through some of the prejudices that are

found within them in relation to dealing with a liberation- movement

which employs revolutionary violence

The movement has representatives in-maj

dS d MEdans
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and North Amerfdca. Some of the offices nf the ANC missi

1 strug

ng of West

—

nle.

orn burope

ons are actually

maintained by certain curch organisationtl, The comrades in gquestion

will be better able to brief the workshop about it and fheir'poséibilities

for fund raising within the church movement, the sort of problems they

encounter and the level of cooperatil

n they achil

The Canadian Roman Catholic church and the United

that the movemens SecrrmkérﬁNWEndaa*in pech. £

to be responsible for the christain community. A

sye, 8tCe

Church of Canada might De

well disposed to the ANC also the Methodists in Canada. ‘We suggest

—

ntry where we have a mission

nerson Qhé mili brief

the churches on a reqular basis and also be available for some of their

programmes. This method has shown to be very useful wher

have comrades engaged in this work.

Experience has shown that it is much

cpasier. to raise funds

e we alregdy

from churches

if they are given some assurance that religious work would be part of the

programme they are being asked to support.

SWAPD gets a lot of money from

church organisations because SWAPD has a chaplaincy in its camps and

refugee centres. They train pastors in exile who then do pastoral work

among their people. This was also true of the Nicaraguan revolutlon wher
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number of Catholic priests and catholics jéinedfthé struggle .whilst

continuing to practicw their religioun.

one of the m&8in centres for mobilisation of the people.

The churches were in fact

The movement might not be very keen to have a chaplaincy in Mazimﬁu or

the West, but it would be useful for the movement to have a full time

Mfundisi who would be part of the Church Front outfit.

related organisations will respond better to ma

Such status goes a long way in church

oriests that are part of the national liberati
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tters re

gvement .
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ised by revoplutionary
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The church fraont of the émvement needs renfganising and the

recommendations adopted at the National Consultative Lonference implemented.
Otherwise good ideas that come from this woTkshop may get let.‘It will

be useful to begin to work out a clear programme which can be part of

a motivation for fund raising prbposals. Such a programme would then

be sent to church related organisations and all church donor agencies.

This will also serve to announce to church bodies the existance

within the movement of a spzcialised section giving attention to the

church community.
region

The National Council of Churches in Southern Africa/meets annually

The ANC and SWAPO are always invited., together with the AACC, WCLC and
other church organisations interested in the development of the region.
This collective is available to give its services to the movement.

The National Councils also work as agents for the WCC for any project
being given support. Some of our projrcts would be rejected outright

if sent directly to them by us, but if sent through a church national

council might receive a favourable response.

- Churches hold General Assemblies every seven years, and in between they

convene many conferences to some of which the ANC 1is invited. Such

| gatherings give unlimited opportunities for fund raising, the selling

of T shirts, posters, stickers as well as our propaganda material.

|/ |
J It is important for the movement to ensure that our delegations attending

such gatherings understand the fund raising potential and act on it.

Churches in the Socialist countries generally support our struggle
without restrictions. Many éﬁntribute through their Solidarity
Committees. During my tour of the GDR at the invitation of the

Gossner Mission, I discovered that many christian churches do not

wish to send to us through the Solidarity Committee, but want to do 1t
as churches so that we may know it is the .churches in the Socialist
countries who are sending us goods. I think we should enter into

discussion with them on this point, as it might increase the volume of

aid we receive from the Solidarity Cttee in the G.D.R.

Recommendatinns
1. The movement should crganie a visit to Geneva, the HJ of some of the

above mentioned organisations, to brief them about our struggle,

our perspectives which which our needs arise. It should be a high level

it should be a high level delegation, led either by our Preseident

orTreasurer General.

2. Mobilise our extembal missions to make a study of the churches 1in

their reqion particularly of those who they think would De well disposed

\ towards us.
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3. Consolidate our present contacts and cooperate with them in their own

P |

/ programmes.

4. Investigate ways of taking advantage of some of the church training

] e -
{ nrogrammes as long as they do not compromise the security and political

programme of the movement.



