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Sir,-In the wake of Al ma
Quillernoprietoisr eport
(Quardi an, Januar 28) of

the massacre 0 severa

hundred nen, wonen and
children by troops of the HE
Sal vador junta and the paral -
| el announcerent , by the Rea-
gan Admi ni stration

Amrerican aid to the junta is
to be doubl ed, one vital piece
of information .is m ssing:
are the British people aware
that, alone anbng America’s
major allies, Britain has been
conmitted by its Governnent

to support the Hai g/ Reagan
appl i ed nmonomania in Cert-
tral America - and especl-
ally in El Sal vador where
nore than 20,000 civilians
have been nurdered in the

past two years by junta
forces and their rel ated

" death- squads " ?

O course, official state-
nments of support have not
boomed from Downi ng Street

or Parlianent; rather these
have been conhnedh well

away from public scrutiny, to
correspondence between .the
Foreign Ofice and Tory MP5
maki ng i nquiries on behal f

of concerned constituents.

For exanole, |ast My,

Ni cholas .Ri -dl ey, then mnis-
ter of state at the Foreign
Ofice, wote to , Peter
Thomas, MP, setting out Bri-
tish policy on E1 Sal yador
with these words: ttlt |S un-
t hat.
" NW

0 | ast

der st andabl e that the US
government. feels the need to
resume mlitary assistance to
the government of El1l Sal va-
dor. Their interest in; coun-
tering , Soviet _ and Cuban
subverstpn in

icaafls; : _ mum

ditigi - . awi;

Departnment eWrte P

on which rested al nost the
entire’ Hai g/ Reagan case of
Sovi et and Cuban invol ve-
ment in El Sal vador. In June
year the Washi ngton

Post and the Wall _ Street
Journal acquired the ucap-
tured docunents ti conprising
the "White Paper: and

found themto be of such re-
mar kabl e fraudul encet and
nendacity that only one in-
stance of outright Soviet aid



to the El Sal vador guerrillas
could be substantiated: an
airline ticket from Moscow to
" Hanoi for one guerrilla.
Letters of apology for the
“tragi c events in E1 Sal va-
dor" and support for US
olicies continued to fl ow
tomthe Foreign Ofice after
the last US anbassador to E
Sal vador, Robert Wite, went
bef ore a congressi onal hear-
ing and said :. " The chief
killers of E1 Sal vadoreans are
the government security
forces. They are the ones re-
sponsi bl e for the deaths of
Central . Amer-

t housands upon t housands of
young peopl e, who have been
executed y nerely on. the sus-
plcion that they are leftists.”
For telling this. truth.
Wiite paid with his career

He was replaced by a Reaggn
man, Deane: www. wm W

tingui shej ' ?hhgw " when??-
wasvim , oh; t

a glass of whiskft-ht'altEu
pean reporter A and uthtea

ng (jokey) to turn himinto
the junta it as a suspected
Conmuni st . "

And are the British people
aware that not only does this
CGovernment fully support
Anerican policy in E1 Sal va-
dor, but that it is helping to
pay for it ? The Inter Amer-

i can , Devel opnent Bank

based tin Washi ngton and

with Eritain as one of its

bi ggest donors, |ast year gave
the El Sal vador reginme a $45
mllion [ oan out of a
"special operations fund" in
Whi ch the Americans hold 62
per cent of the capital.

The West GCermans. Danes,

and Canadi ans strongly
objected to the |oan on the
grounds that it violated the
bank’s charter, because it
coul d not be inpl enented
properly. The loan is
destined for El Sal vador’s

"l and reform programe”

whi ch used to be run by Jose
Viera, the president of the
Land ReformlInstitute --

Ei ghth

tmh

?,B ugnts

1x.) newt

"eance El ’'salvadoris iuhta
that is, until he accused the
junta oi; underm ning the
grograme 2; by" eteaiing for-
tgn funds fromit; and for

t hi swhe was nurdered with
bull ets around the



a. omt; teen" Eik-iK'O0
Whgsi nt esi si w
gym noney tame "gov
,ri entztwhi ehinmurders its own
peopl e, the Foreign thce
m nister. Richard Luce. has a
silly habit of saying the Bri-
tish representative abstai ned,;
This is not true; the’ Euro-
peans as a group could not
agree and abstai ned: inside
the group Britain voted "yes."
"In recent tines this’ British
Government, in the name of
the British peonle, hast i’ven
its subpott to Pol. Pot i . the
United Nations and to a host
of brutal reginmes around the
worl d. O course. the anoio-
gists, fromthe Prime M nis-
ter down to Whitehal
i mnions, are never eon-
fronted bv the human conse-
guences of craven policies to
whi ch, at great distance, thev
pive their tifull support.”
NM for themthe specter’es
of headl ess bodi es on rubbish
tips or of nmal nourished
ehiidren fleeing Arerican-
insnired " free-tire zones." ,

Pity.
John Fil ner.
London SW 4.
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