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VG (Conservative) 4108.010
Exclusive VG- interview with Mandela:
N0 TIME FOR HATRED
AMSTERDAM: For 27 long years he has been imprisoned. 72 years old Nelson
Mandela should have been filled with hatred towards the regime that treated
him so disgraceful. But he is not. Mandela has no time for that!
- I am too busy with constructive efforts in trying to abolish the apartheid
regime in South Africa and have no time for hatred, says the ANC-leader
Nelson Mandela to VG.
Before he boarded the plane to Oslo yesterday, Mandela gave VG an exclusive
interview in the VIP-lounge at Schiphol Airport in Amsterdam.
Surrounded by his closest advisers in the liberation-movement ANC, Nelson
Mandela is one of the greatest celebrities at the big Hate-conference.
Mandela is offering us a cup of tea and he is fresh and smiling going
to his first visit in Norway. But back home in South Africa his trip was
strongly criticiZed..
"Should have fought the war"
Many have said that Mandela should rather have spent the time on ending
the violence and the bloody fights between black groups in Johannesburg. A
war that has cost more than 500 lives the last weeks.
- I think the criticism is biased. Those who say I should remain at home
are overestimating the significance of my person.
The problems in Johannesburg will not be solved by indivduals, but by
organisations. In the ANC I have many comrades that are highly qualified
to work for solutions even when I am not there, says Mandela.
Critics of the police
In the same breath the ANC-leader is raising his usually soft voice
and criticize the South African police very strongly.
- The violence in the black townships has been going on for more than four
years, and 4000 people have lost their lives in the Natal province. But some
of the police are just adding more fuel to the fire and are taking advantage



of the oppositions instead of intervening to stop this slaugthering of our
people.
They say this is a tribal war and a fight only between the ANC and the
Inkatha movement. If it was that simple, the conflict had been resolved
long ago. But if the police had wanted to stop the figthing, they could
have stopped it in a few days, says Nelson Mandela.
The ANC-leader is further emphasizing that the struggle against apart-
heid must be solved both inside and outside South Affica.
When he speaks this afternoon at the Hate-Conference in Oslo, he also
regards this as part of the struggle against the apartheid-regime.
- I have accepted the invitation to the Oslo-Conference because I believe
that the views that will be expressed can influence on peoples’ deeds and
thinking.
"Don’t use violence"
The message from Oslo must be that problems should be solved without
violence. The Confrence must condemn hatred and inVite to resolve the
world’s problems by peaceful means, with love, humanity and reconciliation,
says Nelson Mandela.
The 72-year old liberation-leader is warning the international community
not to put too much importance on the achieved progress in the talks between
the ANC and the Pretoria-regime since Mandela was released from prison and
Fredrik N. de Klerk became president.
- Major parts of the worldfgggia$y&hgge decided to maintain the economic
sanctions against South Africa untill fundamental and irreversible changes
have taken place. Even though we have made progress in our talks with the
governmet, we are far from the fundamental changes.
Our main demand is after all that all South Africans shall have the right
to vote, irrespective of the colour of their skin. We still have a long way
to go before this demand is met, says Mandela.
- When do you think we will see the end of the apartheid-regime?
- No, I don’t even want to speculate about that. I have been waiting my
whole life to see the aparthied system demolished in South Africa. I am
prepared to wait for it even longer, says Nelson Mandela before our conver-
sation is interrupted by thaENC-leaders security-guard and the plane to
Oslo was ready for take-off.


