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SOQfiZCONIuDT» Lfifih THE SAIC GROUP ON THE ISSUES TO BE DISCUSSED

A‘f THE AHC CONFEIENCE .

1. The ANC‘s letter dated February 18. refers to afldiscussion guideIto

be used as a basis for pre-conference discussions within the

movement. This docdment was not made available to us. Nor have we
‘

been giVen any special or particular information which would

have allowdfus to examine in depth and in a meaningful way some of

lthe issues to be considered inxkhg at the conference. nevertheless we

Welcome the initiative taken by the ANC Executive to invite allg

groups and individuals outside the AFC proper to submit views and

_comments for the conference. This we now do following discussions‘

ue—hane—had amonglourselves,
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2. The issues to be considered at the Conference are uhée4$.glj of the

first importance: they touch on fundamental questions of political

six: strategy, organisation and the South African revolution.

They are of deep interest to all sections of the South African

movement. We therefore hope, as we believe necessary, that at thewbw

appropriate stage the ANC will mount Hrgaxn organised consultations

with with all the de facto constituent bodies of the Congress

movement with a view to discussing the'confiusions of Conference,

to re;ch mutual understanding and common positions on the issues

concerned and to move forward to the consideration.of the problems

of the practice of our revolutionary struggle and the implementation

of agreed policies.

ISSUES OF TIE ARIED STRUGGLE. {5%
v

3, We confess toLeubstantial ignorance aboyt the present scale

of the armed struggle and are simply in no position to intelligently

discuss the scope for its "intensification". But there are certain

policy issues which arise in this respect. In the pasVeeighteen months

or so the most visible and publicly reported aspect of the armed Struggle

has been the ANC‘s decision to despatch contigents of guerilla fighters

(in Company with those from ZAPU) across the Zambezi into Zimbabwe.

'This decision has been represented taggs as a "new phase" of the

stru’gle but what the tactical consideretions or calculations

were involved in the decision was never adumbrated to us. However

the main observable repercussions of the decisions andhthe military

actiOns which followed were broadly, three in number:

a. the more powerful white South African military machine was

drawn tzghnds Zimbabwe to establsih an armed defence/offence

zone along the Zambezi; the South African authorities

able thus:oc onduct their counter-revolutionary war smtnmt/

ear—éerees outside and xxx away from S.Africa proper,
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1vn
as a kt Jaye of tranquility and harmony,

to severly complicate the problems of maintaining the viability

=
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and security of our bases in the African states,“ heiigigfiy

heavily straining the gagdwill and support of these states for

. 5“

our struggle' in view of.evident threats to their own position

xnaxxngxfixnmxt.a arising from the forward military policies fif

white South Africa and last, but not least, to subject the

African states concerned to confiieerable imperialist pressure

to cease providing facilities £3: our fighmtxs fighters?) meu,

the continued commitment of the neighbmuring African states

‘ (31,160 no I’M“)

to our armed struggle eaaaot(be taken for granted.
a;

we sent out freedom fighters to wage wafiin a substantially

alien environment of Zimbabwe. The problems arising from this

M .
15 examined below.

We know that efforts have been made in the recent past to infiltrate

our men and forces back intb S.Africa,, but on what scale, with what

intention and success we are wholly ignorant. It nevertheless remains

M'Mw 01.0%»?

true that the esseaee of the armed struggle since August 1967

has been the Zimbabwe front,

4, here we would like to concertrate our attention on the third of

above adjudged consequences of the fiaaiflnxta decision to wage war

in Zimbabwe with our guerilla forces. dgailstaawide spectrum of
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formidable disadvaftages, obstacles and difficultiesbur revolutionary

WE fig

struggle possessesLonly two advantages and it is to the fullest exploflatjon

of these that we think the key to our ultimate success depends. These are

first, the yearnings of all our oppressed peoples for funddmental

6111: 0‘10;fwd

change in S. Africa hehce providing eke $253 political base for

our armed struggle, “and secondly, we .£:3e unlike the imperialistsé.

.
ML

and their lackeys,Atime on our hands. These two factors join to

take the celebrated form of the protracted peoples‘ war. For

the Sbuth African revolution this is no trite formulation. It is

dictated by the social, political and econoaic realities in our

wt

country andéfhelstrength of our enemy. Hence rather than showing

a willingness to pit our scarce military resources in a open

confrontation with the enemy in areas and regions somewhat unfamiliar

to us and among people we cannot easily address and educate with the

same confidence as our xown, we should at this point of time

take decisive steps to shift the excentre of gravity of-e§§ struggle

back into South Africa and among our people. We propose this

nakxihk not withstanding our support for the active solizdrity policy

of the ANC for the struggle of the people of Zimbabwe.

n0
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5. There can befljustification for any separation of the pol1tical

tasks of mass mobilisation and agitation on the one hand and the
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conauc» of the armed struggle on the other. Our armed foxces Shoula be

of polltica.» 
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propaganda, political organisation and leadership as they are in the

1 arts of warfare. Hence, immediate steps should be taken to

i develop all—round cadree, to be trained in the techniques of undergrOund’

a . . Glut h>éc,
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7 political work suchathat—they=fiay—be sent hmme tc>g§fi§§;;in the

critical task of creating a viable, closely—knit underground

political organisation linking KB all oppressed national groups and

i revolutienary forces. This stands as an indispensable condition for the

creation of armed groups and above all of armed bases located firmly

among and with the support of our people. This is a long and

_ardous task which should not be subordinated or relegated because of

some tactica or perceived requirement Of the moment. . I

THE STRUCTURE OF THE MOVEMENT.

6. Given these proposals for a shift in the centre of gravity of

the struggle back into S.Africa and the crucial connections between

. . 1v" : . . .

the work of polical mass mobilisation and guerillafiwar, we are logically

. . qu1m763 "N . .

moved to suggest that maaor '-e5e are called forkthe political

: structure of the movement —- changes which would reflect the

the social, racial and class comgosition of our op ressed yeniex

V whekfwld Q . - .. . szLZMAw. . .m. ?fizggx‘egukz

peoples, and havrng—the caggity 0; creating the political ieéaaetfirss

inside S.Africa for a closely linked_network of underground organisation? 0M3

_ etheufi

. based on the mobilisation of alanational and revolutionary seeiafi

f
1

groups in the country,

7, Our imgeaiate concern in the matter of the movement‘s structure

f and the role of national oppressed groups in the revolution arises from

WA twcd. l'“a 99,-. _ .

our.responsibilities to the Indian people. Being an oppressed national

group, the masses of the Indian people are obje:;ively on the side

1.1.4 + ,1: L’

of the revolution. This isktrue of the positionkes has been.the—fesé$een

in the past. But certain significant, almost structural, changes
M; cur Vataub' .

have taken place within the Indian community which/wewheéizz adds, '11L

efiéfurgency to the problems of our movement and in particular of the

SAIC. Where once the generality of theyoppression of apartheid

' chlkqvtw
.

and white supremacy provided the haeas for a more or less united‘

Indian community on the side of struggle and liberation, today

2haxayanthiafixxuEhmnitigs
xhaxexxkxxxkfixxnnxningig

a sharpevtlass and k

. . . . _ '. m w . agitate“

SOCial differentiation marks the indian pOSicion. Lhe apartnied antes

w

while pressing forwarditheir brutal Group Areas policy, have Within

.
. dififd‘fl“:14,1. @214 (L&urflr Swan; .

this policy encouraged the rapid Geeewsenlongéc ass of Indian

. ween

factory owners, employers of Indian labour,<;$w accumulat ;£ gfir

‘ PWXA . , . . (”9 . . .

wealth and pagifiien through explaitatigh andkhecoming ingratiated to

'l ' 1 mi;

the white rulers,,c0§operat&%g with them through their scab Indian

[x

Councils and actively participgtfkg in the process of reducing the

”Co §(vlua
. L

bulk of the Indian people tokwage—labourers. In the Indian ghetto

“.1
’l'

.

areas, the mock Indian administrations created by apartheid have become

I54
the focus for the small group of Indian exploiters to manifest political

influence and power within the community, to divert the Indian masses
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aggg from political struggle into inter-communal rivalry, to hypocritically

sew fears of sogcalled threats of ”African domination" in the light of

the anti—Indian policies of such states as Kenya and Zambiajand in

general to haxmmaxxxyuxxxfinixinstxnment play a txaitnxunx traitorous

role on hehalf of the enemy. But for the mass of the people, conditions

of livihg end of labour are steadily worsening. ihfixfznaxxixtimsxnfixunemyinxfi
( m3; ‘ 'J- 1441';

fhe12£wratnLagainst the system of aparthied, though in substantial

'1 . . . . . . .

respects,xt’remains_latent, 15 taking an increaSinrflklass and soc1al
[ztw’r-v"

i
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aspect and is being directed both $7 their own expl ters and renegafles

4earg¢fi9 . ~ ' ' _ ‘ -

asxi .and (Ffile white colonialist rulers. [.lwem #20 :5 ’50 F&‘W Mio 511244! w.
va Mahmudcom 410 fig me fmpfiz (Ma, «Jade 1

8, The political and organisational alternative to the scab Indian

Councils and the exploiting elements within the corgyhity who co-operate

. ‘ H6

With apartheid xxx is undoubtedly the SAIC. But the~organisation

. . A

hardly exists at home,fiellowing—the~heavy_blows_it'suffereduthrough

the‘ifigeiapnmeht/angddetentionvof~it5/leadihg~qa4pegt We therefore
h)

have an urgent task to recreate the organisatien andkeffectively propound

its policies not only as a necessary part of the propoifiiwfm?

setting up what we have called a political infrastructure, ut as

a means to break the hold pf the Indian_agents of apartheid and

destroy their efforts to €§$§gte th::f:§hunity from bhgér allies,

particularly the Africanpéggitring massesp We $2§é ceasedwbeinguct

unduly concerned with theLjuridiCali status of the SAIC at home; we

regard the organisation has having been effectively xnflxinxfixzt

banned. And it igtintention to commence the complex tasks of

recreating it on the basis of underground organisation and

leadership!

93 In the light of this analysis of the Indian position and of our

objectives for the SAIC we believe that that most approphiateigganges‘W?$Lh

swab , _ (14, (co:w .. a .

ah overall steructure £2; the movement should taxE‘ ncofipeeiithe Iolhying:

a. the setting up of a supreme Liberation Front or Council to

represent all oppressed natipnal groups and revolutionary

forces in S.Africa, ,

bt such a front or council to prepare a programme of revolutionary

struggle and of objectivesyeaeh as would provide a eees§derably

more effective political basis for mobilising El} sections

of the Oppressed people; such a programme should take into

account the many changes that have occurred in the country

since the Freedom Charter was formulated’and ipso facto,
_,——

 

suea a programme should-be an advance on the Freedom Charter

andfiindubitably rooted in revolutionary principles,

c, the council or front will have the task of co~orflinating the efforts

of all its constituent bodies to re—establish their organisations

in S.Africa, to gxngxxeXn study and prepare a training schem

for cadres in the matters of underground activity, organisation,

and 81 I‘ iVC l c nd 0 ‘ V V t. .. t. _ .... “'1
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'd; the council or front to be fully represented on the MK

command structures so as to ensure the effective linkage

of armed preparations with those of political organisation,

_propaganda, and leadership.

e, the membership of the council or front should be full-time

Working closely together? preferably in one location; this

xximnxxxiii alone will ensure that it will function effectively and

fruitfully, ’

We are aware hat a“Congress  Consultative Committee is in existence

but we do not know weht it had done or achieved. We are inclined
chNZC€57

-to believe that it has beenlineffective a ir’fiUt”X~W§Efe of”time
gau

afl§=fi££9%$. In the present conditions what we—bgiieyeite be necessary_
5'c wot,

is not a,xuxsuitziinx consultative machinery, but an organ commanding

. . 1
authmrty and power in the areas suggested hehecbbaue,

' 'i" :

FOREIGN POLICY

 

10. Our foreign policy should, we believe, start off with a clear
an 1/ . .fiache.&ur

demarc ation between who hie our friends ahd who ewe eézzr enemies,

Within the range of friends, there wanedW1gndoubtedly exists
flew a.»w.qwr‘fwa

a scale of reliabilit and)firhneseé He should attem.pt to slew: analysis
1» Mai'

e4 the place of allA in Eng) friendly category and the pasitionxéxuflleaefl WDMM‘
51Lc£-t1

this occupy an thisA scaleo On bx*” basis we can,without being guilty

of opportunism (extract the maximum of support, material and etherwise
. m Suggeabo‘
from all our friends consistent with the role we give them on the sea1e

of reliability. In such a context, we see certain useful roles for
M2. (IQ, 141aLug;

the United Sations , xxxxfinn foritolitical parties and individuals in

the Western countrieso At the same time we should be perceptive enough

to see that new and significant revolutionary forces are emerging on

auchHR—Eunwuw . _ .-

the Europeankpolitical scene, forces which more closely 1dent11y

themselves with armed revolution and who show a welcome ability
ugh";.122

and Jiermination to make the issues of revolution and st 3;le—3=:ur

liberation part of their politics of the street. We should not attempt

tnxgaxtaiggtgxinxthexixzxitahiexfiisgutnsxaxdxgniexinsxwhiahxxxx

ahaxaatexisaxthaxpniiaihiasxnfx to take sides in the ixnx polemics and

disputes which mark the revolutionary left, but rather to seek

 

the support of all on the basis of our own revolutionary Drogramme.
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In this regard we can with great beanit take a leaf out of the cook

Ndhc'wl’ {/4e{’r11.1w. _

of our inspiring comrades of the WiettamlLiberation Front«?1

fl! READERSEIP.

 

11. unile acknowledéing the merit of xperience, we believe that
QAD

the complexity of our tasks the essential newness of the problems

64.1“"; Spray“ 0'1" /C~ fulfil':fl; [url.i‘.1“,.«4

our movement facea U9~fflbc~fiu04~$fl increasoed willingnes to

cypuudq 8k
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find 1resh leaeders)4%w leaders who are leass a55001ateu With and
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have been involVed in the non—violent perisd of the struggle,

and to give them scope and opportunity for bringing into play

the undoubted potentialities of our movement and people for

political organisation and struggle,

.CONCLUSION. ‘

129 For reasons we explained at the beginning we are b not able to

comment on all the issues raised in the ANC's letter, What we have tried

to do her is to xnggssmeuxxaggxuagh
indicate our approach to the

problems :f the South African revolution and to fropose the policies

which wegthink logically Ensuxsemerge, In summary, we base ourselVes

on the power of our peoyle, but we see this power as having

real revolutiohary significance only insofar as our people are

organised, educated and moved to action, This is turn is deiendent

on our policies, and in thflc context it is policy which is the

starting point of all practical actions for the revolutionary

movement,


