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C A P T U R E

T H E

C I T A D E L

A  B ro a d c a s t to  S o u th  A fr ic a  b y  A c t in g  P r e s id e n t  O tii 'e r  T a m b o  
on  th e  o cca s io n  o f  th e  8 th  A n n iv e r s a r y  o f  th e  fo r m a t io n  o f  
U m k h o n to  w e  S iz w e , m i l i ta r y  w in g  o f th e  A fr ic a n  N a tio n a l C o n ­
g ress.

C o m r a d e s - in -a r m s  a n d  fe l lo w  f ig h te r s  in  th e  s tru g g le  fo r  f r e e d o m :

O n  D e c e m b e r  16. 1961 a n a t io n a l a r m y -  U m k h o n to  w e  S iz w e  

w a s  b o rn  to  re s u m e  th e  a rm e d  re s is ta n c e  o f  o u rs  fa th e rs ,  th is  
t im e  a g a in s t  th e  m o d e rn  o p p re s s o r  a n d  h is  a ll ie s .  A lr e a d y  th a t  

a r m y  has w o n  h is to r ic  b a t t le s  in  th e  b a t t le f ie ld  a g a in s t a rm e d  

e n e m y  fo rc e s . T h u s , th e  f o r m a t io n  o f  U m k h o n to  w e  S iz w e  jo in s  
to g e th e r  th re e  p e r io d s  in  o u r  h is t o r y :  th e  f i r s t ,  th e  p e r io d  o f  w a rs  

o f  re s is ta n c e  w a g e d  b y  o u r  fo r e fa th e r s  a g a in s t th e  w h i te  in v a d e rs  

o f  o u r  c o u n tr y .  T h is  la s te d  f o r  c e n tu r ie s .  T h e  n e x t  b e g a n  w i t h  
th e  f o r m a t io n  o f  th e  A f r ic a n  N a t io n a l C o n g re s s  w h ic h  m e a n t th e  

b i r t h  o f  a n e w  u n ite d  A f r ic a n  n a t io n  in  S o u th  A f r ic a .  T h e  t h i r d  

is  th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  U m k h o n to  w e  S iz w e  i t s e lf .  T h is  s ig n if ie d  th e  

re s u m p t io n  o f  a rm e d  s t r u g g le  u n d e r  m o d e rn  c o n d it io n s  f o r  th e  
r e s to r a t io n  o f  o u r  la n d  to  i t s  r i g h t f u l  o w n e rs .

T h e  la s t  8 y e a rs  h a v e  seen th e  s te a d y  u n fo ld in g  o f  a rm e d  
g u e r i l la  s t r u g g le  th r o u g h o u t  S o u th e rn  A f r ic a .  T h e  p e o p le  o f  

M o z a m b iq u e . A n g o la .  Z im b a b w e  a n d  N a m ib ia  a re  a l w a r  w i t h



th e  ra c is ts  a n d  c o lo n ia l is ts .  F R E L IM O .  M P L A .  Z A P U ,  S W A P O . 

th e s e  a re  f a m i l ia r  n a m e s  in  in te r n a t io n a l  a n d  r e v o lu t io n a r y  c i r c ­

les. In  th is  w a r  o u r  o w n  U m k h o n to  w e  S iz w e , in  a l l ia n c e  w i t h  

o u r  Z A P U  b ro th e r s  h a s  a lre a d y  p e r fo r m e d  g re a t  d e e d s  in  Z im ­

b a b w e  w h e re  th e  s o ld ie rs  o f  w h i te  s u p re m a c y  w e re  m a d e  to  b ite  

th e  d u s t.  B u t .  th e  s u p re m e  c h a lle n g e  to  o u r  n a t io n ,  to  th e  A f r ic a n  
N a t io n a l C o n g re s s , to  a l l  d e m o c ra ts  in  o u r  c o u n t r y  a n d  to  th e  

U m k h o n to  w e  S iz w e , in d e e d  th e  c h a lle n g e  to  a l l  A f r ic a  a n d  a ll  

a n t i - im p e r ia l is t s  s t i l l  r e m a in s :  th is  is  th e  c a p tu r e  o f  th e  c i ta d e l 

o f  w h i t e  s u p re m a c y . S o u th  A f r ic a ,  a n d  i ts  c o n v e rs io n  in to  a f o r t ­

ress  o f  t r u e  d e m o c ra c y , peace  a n d  p ro g re s s  f o r  a l l  o u r  p e o p le  

a n d  f o r  m a n k in d .

T h is  is th e  f o r m id a b le  c h a lle n g e  in  th e  fa c e  o f  w h ic h  m a n y  f ig h ­
te rs  w i l l  f le e  th e  r a n k s  o f  r e v o lu t io n a r y  fo rc e s  a n d  jo in  c o n d e m ­
n e d  p la to o n s  o f  c o u n te r - r e v o lu t io n a r ie s  a n d  t r a i t o r s .  A  c h a lle n g e , 

in  th e  fa c e  o f  w h ic h  g o v e rn m e n ts ,  o n ce  c o u n te d  a m o n g  m i l i t a n t  
o p p o n e n ts  o f  c o lo n ia l is m  a n d  im p e r ia l is m ,  w i l l  a b a n d o n  t h e i r  

p o s it io n s  in  th e  im p e r ia l is t  f r o n t ,  a n d  c r a w l c a p  in  h a n d  fo r  

c ru m b s  u n d e r  th e  n e o -c o lo n ia l is t  ta b le . B u t  th e  o p p re s s e d  a n d  

f r e e d o m - lo v in g  m asses o f  o u r  c o u n t r y  a re  e q u a l to  th a t  c a lle n g e . 

L ik e  t h e i r  c o u n te r p a r ts  in  G u in e -B is s a u  u n d e r  th e  le a d e rs h ip  

o f  P A IG C . in  P a le s t in e , in  h e ro ic  V ie tn a m  w h e re  th e  F L N  o f  

S o u th  V ie tn a m  has t ro u n c e d  th e  im p e r ia l is ts ,  in  L a t in  A m e r ic a ,  
l ik e  t h e i r  c o u n te r p a r ts  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  a n d  e ls e w h e re , o u r  

p e o p le  u n d e r  th e  le a d e rs h ip  o f  th e  A N C  a re  n o w  p o is e d  f o r  la rg e -  
sca le  g u e r i l la  w a r fa r e  a g a in s t  th e  u s u rp e rs  o f  th e  p e o p le s ' 

p o w e r  a n d  w e  to o  s h a ll d e fe a t  th e  ra c is ts  a n d  e x p lo ite r s .

Redouble Our Efforts
O u r  M o ro g o ro  C o n fe re n c e  la s t  M a y  s o u g h t to  a c c e le ra te  o u r  
p ro g re s s  to w a rd s  th is  a rm e d  c o n f r o n ta t io n  w i t h  th e  e n e m y . I t  

e x a m in e d  in  d e ta i l  v a r io u s  a sp e c ts  o f  o u r  s t ru g g le ,  i t  c a r r ie d  o u t 

a th o ro u g h  r e v ie w  o f  o u r  s t r a te g y  a n d  ta c t ic s ,  o u r  p ro g r a m m e  
a n d  o u r  p o lic ie s , i t  c a lle d  fo r  th e  c lo s in g  o f  ra n k s ,  f o r  u n i t y  a n d  

f o r  v ig i la n c e  a g a in s t  s p l i t te r s  a n d  w e d g e d r iv e rs  a n d  a g a in s t 
c o n s c io u s  o r  u n c o n s c io u s  e n e m y  a g e n ts  in  o u r  m id s t .  W e  a re  

c a lle d  u p o n  to  w o r k  v e ry  h a rd  a n d  f a i t h f u l l y  to  a c h ie v e  th e  
g o a ls  se t b y  th e  M o ro g o ro  C o n fe re n c e . W e  h a v e  to  r e d o u b le  o u r  

e f fo r ts  to  e l im in a te  f la w s  in  o u r  w o r k  a n d  c re a te  u iid  m a in -
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tain an increasingly more efficient machine for the prosecution of 
our struggle at all levels w hether we operate in South Africa 
or from outside its borders. Already the distribution of thou­
sands of leaflets and the broadcasts in East London, Durban, 
Cape Town, Johannesburg and Port Elizabeth under the fascist 
noses of Vorster and his execution squad — this has already 
demonstrated the determ ination of the ANC and our people to 
outclass the forces of reaction in the struggle for the seizure of 
power and for the liberation of our country.

Umkhonto Shall Avenge
To say this is not to underestim ate the strength of our enemy. 
The South African white minority regime has vast resources 
which have been mobilised against our people. It has made great 
efforts to corrupt our natural allies in independent African Sta­
tes. Already some states have fallen for the blandishments of 
apartheid and have succumbed to its bullying and blackmail. 
The enemy has powerful allies in the imperialist countries such 
as America, Britain, Japan, France, West Germany. In no other 
part of the world and at no time in history has an oppressed 
people been confronted by such a formidable combination of im­
perialist powers and fascist forces. In spite of all this, however, 
the enemy is headed for inevitable and ignominious defeat.
The South African Supreme Court which in the course of our 
political struggle has ordered the m urder of so many of our 
people, which has sent thousands of our leaders and activists to 
prison, including Namibians, and which is at present sitting in 
farcical judgm ent over Winnie Mandela and others, this entirely 
white-skinned institution has become a notorious instrum ent of 
persecution manipulated by a clique of fascist criminals whose 
hands have for long been dripping with the blood of the innocent. 
Who shall avenge the blood and settle accounts with the m urde­
rers? Umkhonto we Sizwe, the ANC, the masses of our land, 
backed and supported by the united might of progressive and 
anti-im perialist forces.
LONG LIVE THE REVOLUTION! MAATLA KE ARONA! 
AMANDLA NGAWEHTU

Dezember 1969



T H E  

R O L L - C A L L

b y  G e o r g e  S h e a  

U m k h o n t o  M i l i t a n t

Not all men,
Nor any other btook
Than the register will bear me out,
That all are present and well.
But to m ake sure,

Now hang on my lips;
And listen to the roll call.
Johjjnnes Nkosi!
Vuyisile Mini!
Wilson Khayingo! 
t .  Mkhaba!
Washington Bongo!
Babla Saloojee! They are all not there! 
‘Tis enough and done for a while.
Done with the patriots of my motherland.


