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MEDI A RELEASE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATI ONAL HEALTH AND
POPULATI ON DEVELOPMENT W TH REGARD TO THE RELEASE OF
THE REPORT-OF THE COW TTEE OF ENQUI RY | NTO SI NGLE CARE
GRANTS
The Conmmittee of Enquiry into Singie Care Grants was appointed by e
the Mnister for Nationa! Health and Wl fare on 30_Decenber 1992, to
I nvestigate the policy, adm nistration and criteria for the paynment of
single care grants to severely or proformdly nmental ly handi capped
children in terns of the Mental Health Act, 1973 (Act 18 of 1973).
The Conmmittee al so had to make specific recomendati ons on the
desirability or not that these children be certified in terns of section 9
of the Act, before they could be considered for a grant.
The Conmittee’'s report was handed to the Mnister for Nationa
Health and Welfare, Dr E H Venter by the Chairman, M O A de
Meyer, Chief Magistrate of Johannesburg on 8 June 1993.
Fromthe enquiry, it appears, that over the years the practice of
certifying severely and profoundly nentally handi capped children in
financial need was followed in order to place themin the single care of
their parents. in terns of the Mental Heazth Act, 1973, before they
could be considered eligible for a grant. The certification process did
not actually contribute to a change in the care status of the child I
whilst in fact it contributed to their stigmatisation. This procedure
was never the intention of the legislator. The Comm tee recomends
that in future these children not be paid grants in terns of the Menta
Health Act, 1973 but in terms of the Social Assistance Aet, 1992 (Act
59 of 1992) that these grants be known W
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Q her inportant recomendations by the Conmttee are:

t that pnvisions be made for a transition period, so that
beneficiaries who receive a grant in ternms of the Mental Health
Act, 1973 will still qualify for the grant in ternms of the Socia
Assi stance Act, 1992;

" a nmeans test be instituted, but that paynent be made on a
sliding scale according to the needs of the specific child;

the special needs of severely and profoundly nentally

handi capped chil dren between the ages of 1 to 18 years (and nm

as presently 3 to 16 years) be taken into account with the

determ nati on of the grant;

t 9 children in day care centres also qualify for the grant whil st
children in subsidised residential centres should not be

consi dered; and that

t the paynment of special care grants be nanaged |i ke any ot her
soci al grant.

The M nister for National Health and Wel fare expressed the hope that
the inplementation of the Cormittee’ s reconmendations will lead to a
better dispensation for all severely and profOundly nentally

handi capped children in financial need and that the nanagenent of
special care grants will now be nore streanlined.
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