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15th June, 1962.

0
Mr- Yt DadOO, “

31la John Adam St.,
IJOT‘T :D O]T § W' B c - 2 -

Dear lr. Dadoo,

Lthank you for your letter of the 12th June
on the subject of the Implications of the General

Laws Amendment Bill and the Publications and Enter-
tainment Bill which are now before the South African

Parliament.

We have already had a visit from Mr. Moses Mabhida

Vice=President of the South African Congress of Trade
Unions and have taken the opportunity of dliscussing this

problem.,

As a consequence a communication has now been
sent to the Trades Union Congress on the whole subject.

Gontmz

GENERAL OSECRETARY

Yours sincerely,




PBouse of Commons,
FLondon, S.00.1

18th June, 1962.

%

Dear Mr. Dadoo,

Thank you for your letter. From reports
I have seen in the press I certainly share the
apprehensions expressed with regard to the
South African General lLaws Amendment Bill, etc.
On the other hand, I am not at all certain which
way the present South African Government 1is
likely to be influenced by outside protests,
whether from this country or any other.

It is a very difficult point, but at the
moment I am inclined to the view that a less
publicised form of protest might be more
effective, and I would therefore not wish to
add my name to the public declaration that you

suggest.

Yours sincerely

Mr. Yusuf Dadoo,
3la, John Adam Street,

W.C.2,




FProm: Julian Critchley, M.P,

June 20th, 1962.

Dear Mr. Dadoo,

I am writing in Mr. Critchley's absence
abroad to thank you for your letter of June
12th. I will pass this, and the Declaration
of Protest, on to him on his return.

Yours sincerely,
——

Private

Y @ D E-.C"{. O ;;. ed :..: ':.'j * 9
51A, John Adam StTreet,
London, W.C.Z2.
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Telephone:
TRAFALGAR 1818

We are very seriously concerned about the implications of the
General Laws Amendment Bill and the Publications and Entertainment Bill
which are now before the South African Parliament.

Once these become law all criticism of Apartheid and the racialist
regime of Dr. Verwoerd will become major crimes for which the penalty may
be death by hanging or a minimum sentence of five years' imprisonment. Not
the least disturbing provisions of these bills are the serious attack on the
freedom of the Press and publications.

We believe that a strong protest from this country can go a long
way in staying the hand of the Minister of Justice from using his arbitrary
powers to destroy the last fragments of civic freedom in South Africa.

With this in view, I take the liberty of enclosing herewith a
Declaration of Protest which has already received the approval of Bishop
Ambrose Reeves, Mr, Basil Davidson, Mrs. Doris Lessing and Mr. Ronald Segal.

I do hope that it meets with your approval as well, and that you
will also consent to become a signatory.

This declaration bearing the names of all the signatories will
be sent to the Minister of Justice, the House of Assembly, Cape Town and
it will also be handed out to the press both in this country and abroad

in order to give the protest the widest possible publicity.

Hoping to receive your fullest co-operation,

Yours sincerely,




' ‘
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FROM: ‘LO‘ FRANCIS -WILLIAMS, C.B.E.

‘* GRIFFINS
ABINCER HAMMER
NR.DORKING

SURREY
ABINGER 444

22nd June, 1962.

Y. Dadoo, E8Qe,
5la, John Adam Street,

London, W.C.2.

Dear Mr. Dadoo,

Thank you very much for your letter. I am, of
course, most ready to sign the protest which is being
gsent to the South African Government about the new
press restriction, and return it to you with my signature.
Unfortunately I was away when yowr letter arrived and
hope that I am not too late.

Yours sincerely,




DuCLARATION OF PRrOTEST

AGATNST Tild  SOUTH AFRICAN GOVARL{NT'S  ATTACKS
ON THS PFR4.DOM OF PUBLICATION AND THS PRISS

The final oxtinction of civil liberties in South africa and a death blow
to wnut romains of the frecdom of the South African Press s these appear to be
the undoubted ains of two astonisning Bills now before the Parliument of that
unh.ppy country. we desirc to draw attontion herc to those aspects of the
Gencral Laws Amcndment Bill and the Publications and #ntertainments Bill that

bear particularly upon the Precss. They are extremely disturbing.

wstablished newsp-pers in South Africa are already circumscribed in ways
intolerable for o country cluiming to be democratic. Now the Government goes

scveral grim steps further towards the complete suppression of all argued and
factual criticism of apartheid and pernuanent whitc supromacy. Ay new magazine
or newspaper, for oxumple, will be required to deposit «I0,000 with the Minister
of the Interior, and tnis will be immediutely forfeit upon any banning order
under the so=-callcd Suppression of Communism Acte “hat critic.l group or
organisation, no mitter how bold, will be able to afford such crushing
sanctions? Mirther, the Govermment will be empowered to prohibit the printing,
publication or distribution of «ll "undcesirable'" literature. And the definit-
ion of "undesirable" is so wide that the Govermment will be able to suppress
even statenents by trade unions or publications which attuck employers and
advocate strike action. Critical organs of opinion such as &&57 AGE, tried
through four long yecars for high treuson und tnem acquitted, «re to be at the
mercy of any arbitrary judgencnt which a Nationalist Cabinet Minister (himself

interned during the wur as a Nazi sympathiser) muy care to pass.

We wish to enter a strong protest at this attempt by Dr. Verwoecrd's
Governnent to destroy tne last frugments of civic frecdom in South Africa.




