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Oxtraet from NOTICIAS 5/3/84 (In red print)
A CONQUEST THAT NEEDS T0 BE DEFENDED - AIM Speoial Service

Mozambioue and South' Africa will shortly be signing a Non-Aggreszion
and Qood Neighbourliness Accord, What could k= %im perhaps be the last
meeting between the two countries before the signing of the accord
took place in Cape Town last Friday.
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In Cape Town the two papte sgreed over the principal asrects of the
agreements Ite main content laycs dowm that no one of the two states
merve as a base for acts of aggression or violence against the
other, It also lays out that no one of the countries will use the
territory of a third state for the came ends,

These are the mogft recent facts, But for themic have reached this far
there had been a very long and lalLorious prooessds?igg%tla‘ta at the s-me
time that the South African regime maintained an undeclarel war aheinst

logambioue,

These contacts date back £m the time of National Independence and in
them were involved, from the Mozambicen side, Sergio Vieira, who was at
that ¥ime Director of the Ppesidency of the Rupublic, aﬁd, on the South
African side, Brand Fourie, the then Director-General of Poreign Affairs.

At the same time there had been meetings for the resolution of cuestions
related to railwayes and ports as well as to the area of compnetence of

the criminal police of the two countries,

The first two ministeriéfvﬁéetings took place at Komatipoort in December
1932 and later in May I95§; . these twe me®tings Mozambicue put forward
the pronosal that the two countries should establish relations based on
coexiestences The Moz mbican delegations to the two meetings at Komati-
poort cdded another fundamental point:s there could be no state to state
relationchip with economic repercussions, for example, without there
being o secupity agreement in the fh-=t nlece, This basieally envisaged
outh Africa stopping to organise the armed bands,

On the diplomatic plane South Africe was talking to Mozambicue but in the
field of conflict it continued to organise acteawganditry and launching

dircet ageression,
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At the same time, in kNestern Burope and the United States of America,
the governments and influencial political forces poraiatod’ mlyling
southern Africa in function of the criteria 1mposed by the powq;hﬂ.
wouth African propagands machine,

This situation made the Ceniral Committee of the Party Frelimo to adopt
three decisions at its IOth Session in August 19823
- Transformation of the oobhow of the country into a war ommm;
- Launch a coordinated offensive of the Armed Forces of Mogambicue
(FPLM) 3 ,
- Launch a diplomatic offensive in the lest in order to briak
Mogombigue's isolation in relstion to the Western governmments.

In the middle of I9383 the positive effea:ta of the actions of the FPLHN
were already being felt and in October last year President Samora
Machel visited six JYuropean countrges, ﬁmﬁé’ ﬁiﬁéeme Westerny ones,
thus fulfiling the decision of the Central Committee,

This visit is of erucial importance for understanding what happened
laters In Portugal, France aad Britain in particular, the leaders therd
ultimetely understood one tlhiing: lozambigue is an effectively indenendent
couniry, a tenacious defender of its sovereignty. They also understood
that Mozambique will not accept serving as a bese for any other country
for any aggression ageinst jouth Africa.

In mekker other words, the socialist policy of peace, of coexistence and
cooperation is not a slogan, a constitutional clause, but rather = policy
appliedd in the field of intermaticnal relations.

A few days after the return of "resident Samora Machel, Roelof Botha,
The South African Minister of Fureign Affairs, left for Purope where he
found the doors tightly shute The Mozambican diplomatic & offemsive had
produced some effect§.The world had started understanding thex true
nature of the conflict in somthern Africa.

1t i5 within this context that Predident Samora llachel received the
first emmissaries carrying messages fxmm from South Africe last Novemben.

Jouth Afrieca was requesting the reactivation of the diclogue that
Wozambique had started, '"hat happened since then is already widely knowns
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the lMbabane, MNaputo, Pretoria meetings, once again Maputo and again,
last I'riday, the Cope Town meetings

For many people all this will appear as a surprise. But for those who
have been monitoring the crisis in the South African economy and the

set backs in the field of its military option, none of this will have
come as a surprise,

In Hozambique, in Angola, in Namibia and in Zimbabwe South Alriga has not
succeeded in setiing back the wheel of history. If South Africa's

strategy is t0 achieve through the a@ﬁﬂap’what ét failed through arms,
e

for Mozambique the agreement that it is going %o ,,sigt"é.ﬁ the culaination

of many years of a policy of mm (co)existence.
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