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The Ssarch of the Churches for Justic

Africa 'I( May

arvd Feacse 1im southers
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Naticonal Comngress (AND) in Dakar inm July 19 ave shown that,
urder thesze conditicms,. the guestion of & fubure order in
moghlhern Africa calls for clossr co-opseration Dbebwesn bthe

opposition within the courtry and that in esile.
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Naturally. thes intra-church relationzs do nobt remnain unaffeched
By thiz. Faor the churchesz who - like the Evamngelical Church of
Germarny (ERD) - have Deen asszociated on different levels with

the churches of Soubth Africa for & lorg time. thiszs rew

devaelopmnent could have a brigaosring effect. Within the EED

thaere have bhser, up to fow, aonly sporadic and hes vk conmtacts

far
t=z. Ths

first cormbact with the President of Lhe ANC, Oliver Tambo, book

with the different Soutlh African liberation movemnsn

.

placs in Novembasr 1980 within the framework of the "Shtoadisn-

wd Dialoggrueps Sl

Flirolhernmtan' in

raeprasan

stion movemnsnts spoke on Soubl AfFrics

chur dma poedium -t From bhat. b

represartat the Cowrcil of

sy En

Mitherto taksen place. in which both =ides sgrssd that the

comtact should e inbtemsified amd ocomhi
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raEat rouwred of talks, menberzs of the different bodi=s of the EED

thwogght it desirable to compile opinmions abowh the Fresdom
1

Charter of

Tz aArotdE (&
Lizgt of mambers cam be found im the appendis=! constituted

2l f in June 1988 after a longer preliminary phaze with bl
aim of submithting a judicial, political and theological

sEsaessmaent of bthe Freedom Charbter and, over and above thiz, of

mxamining i a widsr framswork the problemnz relating o

comshitutional zund intermational law in Soubth AFrica. Waol Fram

reputy Secretary General of the Soutbh AfFricae Cowrmcid
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of Churches (SACC) , was prezent at a sscond meeting of the
ztudy aroup in Septenbsr 1286 and suggested that tha =aid
profblems should be foouszed on the problems of political
legitimacy amd illegitimacy. The impul=ss comicg from within
the ERD and the SACC az well az additional questionz arising
from the circle of the study agroup. determinsd the furthsre

cogrse of the work of which the resulits are hereby presented,

The ‘Arbeitzgruppse Sidafrika' wazs formed az an independsant
aroup whose members co-operated out of perzonal interest

without beimg accountable o certain instituticrn=s. The authors

P respon=sible for the individual combributiomzs. The total

i
in

publication waz dizcussed in detail by the study grous amd
aocepted in itz prezent form. The organisationsal framework iz
FEST whickh, howsver, accsphbs oo dirsch respomsibility for the
conbant work of fthe group(z wor@. Zﬂ?

FEST iz harshy thanked for itz willimgnsss to puilish bhe

writhan Fimdings im itz seriss vired Materialisn'. Im
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iztamce im reading and Ilse Todbt for preparisa the pristics
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