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DECLARATION ADOPTED AT THE PATRIOTIC/
UNITED FRONT CONFERENCE HELD IN
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We, women and men. together as equals, assembled under the bannem of political.labour, women's. religious, youth, profession“. sports, cultural and business(ormattom as well of organisations 0! traditional leaders;

Experienced in diverse ways of engaging in the struggle against apartheid andminority rule;
Reposlttwles of true democratic values and champions of human rights in ourConntry gathered together In this Conference of the Patriotic/ United Front InDurban on 25th ~ 27th October 1991:

Reaffirming our commitment to tht. establishment or a non-ractal, uon-sexlst,democratic. unfragmentcd and unitary country;
Recognising that through otmuk our country has reached the point where thetransfer of power from the whlte minority reatme to the penple as a whole now Isthe most urgent neceutty of struggle;
Convinced that the dc Klerk regime cannot be, and Is not the agent of democratlcchange;
Resolved together to seize this moment tn history to euaure the speedy establishmentof national democracy.

Believing that a democratic order can only he ushered in through a mechanltm Inwhich our entire natlon elects by proportional representntton on the bull oruniversal suffrage, a Constituent Assembly that drum and adoptt a democraticconstitution which shall constitute the had; for unifying our divided and tortured. land around a common patriotism;
Recognising that the dc chrh regime ts Illegal, Illegitimate, and totally discreditedand does not enjoy the trust of our people, and that It hu unilaterally embarkedupon the restructurtng our economy and shaping our social life in order toperpetuate, In a new sum, the old social order based on the white privilege andblack lmpoverlshmcut;
Pledging ourselves to ensure that these design: shall be defeated. We demand thatthe regime ceases such action forthwith and acknowledges tt has no right tounilaterally take such measures;
Commit ourselves to create the necessary mechanism to harmonise our approach toaocto- economic transformation;
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Condemu the lntroductlou of Value Added Tax (VAT) and call upon all our people

to support and participate fully in the nutlonnl strike on the 4th and 5th November

1991 and all other forms of united ectlon on thts and other luueez

Noting that dc Klerk'e constitutional proposals are Intended to entrench minority _

pfivfleee and the current power structure and represent nothing else but a dying

order which seeks to give Itself a veto power over-the future of our country.

Noting further that the violence ragtn; throughout our country today hes been

tnltteted and eponeored hy the apartheid etute. including the use of torolgn

merconlrlu, and that it has the power to stop It. , we dental“! that It .does so

forthwith; Further that there should he the tmmedlete and verifiable cxpulalon of

l“ forelgn mercenaries from our toil;

Cull upon our people to refuee to become tools of the regime, nuert our Inherent

desire for peace and to take all measures to coutaln and eliminate the Violence

which constitutes a prime obstacle to the eetabltohmcnt of a genulne democratic

order;
Accordingly pledge to ensure that an peace lnltlutlves, Including the Peace Accord,

eluted at asslttlng ln securing peace. among our people are fully exploited at every

level of our community; .

Sharing the agony of those in sorrow over the dead and Injured and searching tor

their lost ones and concerned that the violence has rendered our women and children

as victims of the carnage;
Call for the normalisation of the relations between our people and our traditional

chlelt;
Commit ounclveo, side by side with our people, to brlng peace. by all means at our

disposal lncludlng helping in the creation of self defence units and embarking upon

programmes to Inlet the vlcttms of vloleuce.

Now THEREFORE

In order to ensure that election: to the constituent assembly are free and tatr we

Insist upon the establishment of an Interim Guvarnmunl I Tranelttoual Authority to

ensure that the de chrk reglme does not preslde over or manlpulatc the transition
through the mlsuse of Its de tacto control over state power and resources;

Comm“ ourselves to a eoverelgn Interim Government / Transltloaal Authority that

shall at the very least control security forces and related matters, the electoral
process. state media and defined areas of budget and finance. us well n secure

International participation;
DEMAND the holding as soon as pooslble ot a All Party Congress / Pre-Conetltuent

Assembly Meeting (APC/PCAM) which Ihnll be brought together by Independent
and neutral convene” as a necessary mechantem to set tnto motion the proeen

leading to a democratically elected Couatltuent Assembly which shall effect the

transfer of power:

CONFIRM our common underetandlng that the APC/PCAM aha" underwrite the

Constlmttonat Principles, ttnd the modalities for drawing up the constitution
through the Comtitucnt Assembly. reallslug the establishment of the IG/TA, ensure

the re lncorporetlon of the hantuatum, define the role of the International

community and agree upon the. time frame to bring about a democratic order.

Resolve further that the joint llalson commlttee established by the co-eonvenors of
this conference he malntalned to facilitate post-Conference follow up as well .8
look lnto ways and menu, iucludluc the establishment or a Coneultatlve Forum and
the convening of a further Patriotic] Unlted Front Conference within elx months In

 

 



 

  

 

order to Mom: all the organlowons gathered here today Into closer cumuluuon,
Joint Icflon Ind the drawing In of tormutlouu ulill outsidt the process.

Outraged It the (allure of the regime to fully comply wllh the demand. eudoned lay
(In: what: international conlmuntty tor the unconditional release of all palltlcnl
prlooneu and for general amneuy for all exllu; .
DEMAND that the regime complies with these requirements forthwith;
AND PLEDGE to campaign for the Immediate realisation of these aims.

United by the common positions, maintaining our separate Identmu and
independence. we assembled at this PaMotlc/Umted Front Conference now
therefore, neplrllely Indhcollectlvely, dedlule ourulves to lutenlify flu: struggle on
every (rout and every temun to realise. within the Immediate future, a truly
democratic order In which every individual lo assured a place and a say as an equal
and In which non ocxism, non racialilm and democratic majority rule shall be non
negotiable and be reamed tn practise.

To this end and acknowledging that there remains areas when: conscmus amongst us
um needs to be reached, we pledge oursclm to continue our search for united
acflon and widening the arena of common understanding:
And call upon our people wherever they H: to Join and engage in this process
emanating from our Conference to create a nation that will be at peace wlth Itself.
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PATRIOTIC/UNITED FRONT
.,,.. ‘ ' CONFERENCE

’ K ' STATEMENT '

. JOINT APPROACH 0N CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESS WITH REGARD TO

NEGOTIATIONS

The Patriotic/United Front Conference, held in Durban, South

Africa, from October 25-27 1991 agrees:

l. TRANSFER OF POWER

The transfer of power from the minority regime to the people is

the main objective of our struggle. In pursuance of this

objective an All Party Conference/Pre-Constituent Assembly

Meeting (APC/PCAM) will have to be convened as soon as posSible.

2. PURPOSE OF THE APC/PCAM

The purpose of the APC/PCAM would be to work out modalities of

transferring power to the people. The modalities must centre

around the establishement of an elected Constitutional Assembly

based on one person one vote with all eligible voters voting on

a common voters roll;
constitutional principles within the framework outlined in the

UN/OAU Declarations: Interim Government/Transitional Authority;

the role of the international community; re-incorporation of

Bantustans and a definite time-frame.

3. CONVENORSHIP

3.1 The APC/PCAM must be convened by an independent and neutral

convenor, and not the regime.
The PAC and ANC must agree on an acceptable convenor.

3.2 A meeting should be held within the next few weeks with the

regime and other interested parties to discuss the date, venue

and an independent convenor for the APC/PCAM.

4. APPROACH TO PROCESS

4.1 On issues where there is agreement at this or future meetings

of the Patriotic/United FrOnt actions and positions will be

underlined by the principle of unity in action and unity of

purpose as a Front. On issues where consensus has not been

reached endeavours to find common ground will continue. Should

consensus not be reached organisations can act independently.
4.2 The Patriotic/United Front shall be reconvened after six
months for the purposes of reporting and future consultations and

joint planning.

 

 

 
  


