
We must draw on the resolve of our people in
the mass insurrectionary zones to build up this
force while working to ensure that these zones
multiply1n number to cover our country in its .
entirety.
To retain the strategic initiative, apart from

confronting the army of occupation in our areas, .
it is essential that we carry and extend our-of-
fensive beyond our township borders into other
areas , with even greater determination. We also
need to mount a continuous assault on the
economy, to deny the enemy the material base
which gives it the means to conduct its campaign
of terror, both inside and outside our country.

Attack, Advance: '
Give the Enemy No Quarter
The charge we give to Umkhonto we Sizwe and
to the masses of our people is: attack, advance,
give the enemy no quarter —— an eye for an eye,
a tooth for a tooth!
Once more, we call on our White compatriots, '

and especially the youth, to break ranks with the
apartheid system, to refuse to serve in its armed
forces and no longer to mortgage their future to
a racist system that is doomed to destruction. We
call on them to win their place in the future
democratic South Africa byJoining the struggle
to turn that future into reality. The business com-
munity must stop producing weapons that are us-
ed to murder our people. Together, Black and
White, we will destroy the monstrous apartheid
regime and, as equals, rebuild our country for

the benefit of all its citizens. The time has come
that Our White compatriots shouldJoin the mass
democratic struggle1n their millions. The crisis
in our country does not permit of onlookers.
Those among the Black people who have been

dragooned or bought to serve in the armed forces
of the enemy should refuse to offer themselves
as cannon fodder, as assassins in the pay Of a
regime which holds them and'their people in con-

. tempt. To these we say, prepare to turn yOur guns
against the common enemy ofthe people. When
the bells ofvictory toll , you too must be counted
among the liberators of your country.

Political and Military Offensive
The combined mass political and military offen-
sivethat we must conduct this year at a heighten-
ed level and in a systematic manner requires of
us all to continue to work even harder to realise
,the tasks that we set ourselves during the Year

>13
of the cadre. Of particular importance in this
regard is the task, as‘ we said last year, ofbuilding

' a strong underground presence of well-organised
revolutionary cadres, drawn from the fighting
masses and integrated among them. We must
continue to strengthen and expand the
underground structures ofthe ANC, ensuring the
active presence ofour movement everywhere in
the country.
As part of our all-round preparation for the

days ahead, as you know, your vanguard move-
ment, the ANC , held its historic Second National 1

Consultative Conference. That Conference con-
solidated our unity as neVer before and clearly
pointed the way forward to victory. Its results
constituted a decisive defeat for the enemy whieh
had‘hoped that at the end of the day our move-
ment would be paralysed by internal disputes and
endless power struggles. It reinforced the abili-
ty of your movement to march at the head of the
millions of our people, for a decisive assault on
the apartheid regime ofterror, to dislodge it and
transfer power to the people.
The delegates endorsed the fundamental -

perspective of our revolution: that the key fac-
tor for victory is the political mobilisation and‘
organisation of all the oppressed and exploited
—— in particular the working class. Taking into
account the balance of forces in our situation, the

intransigence of the White ruling clique and the
violent nature of the apartheid system, Con—
ference underlined the need and urgency of in— -
tensifying and transforming the armed struggle
into a real people’s war.
Our strategy therefore is one that must com-

bine a heightened mass political advance on all
fronts and an escalated and resolute military of—
fensive. This was the spirit that dominated our
\cnference! This is the order of the day!
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Our Purpose. Unchanged
It will therefore'be clear that the strategic and
tactical thinking and approach ofour movement
has not shifted, nor are there any fundamental
developments in our situation that warrant any
change. This restatement ofour position is done .
primarily to clear- rumours circulating that the
ANC and the Botha regime are holding secret
talks. As yet there have been no such talks.

There can be no negotiated settlement of the
South African question while the Botha regime
continues to imprison our leaders and refuses to



acknowledge that South Africa must beCome an
undivided, democratic and non-racial country.

It is today abundantly clear to all who look at our
situation soberly that a artheid has proved to be
a national disaster. Thetihetoria regime does not
want toaccept this fact. It is dead set against the
emergence of a fundamentally new social ‘and
political system in our country. These positions
are the cause of the growing confrontation in
South Africa which will not cease until‘our coun—
try does indeed belong to all who live in it, Black
and White.
We are convinced that all those who are op-

posed to racism and apartheid must act together
to end White minority rule. In this regard,’the
ANC will continue to encourage individuals and
groups within our country to contribute what they
can towards the victory ofthe democratic strug—
gle. It is with this view in mind that we have met
and will continue to meet various people, in—
cluding business people, politicians, trade
unionists, religious people, to encourage the
broadest possible united offensive against the
apartheid system.

Passes Must Go
The time has come that, as part of our mass of-
fenSive to make apartheid unworkable, once
more?we boldly confront the issue ofthat badge
of slavery —- the pass laws; We support the de-
mand made inside the country that passes must
go, now! To this day, as we all know, these re-

main one of the principal means by which the
Botha regime governs us; the methods it uses to '
decide who we are, where We shall live and work,
what the future of unborn generations shall be.
The time has come that we should say, "No
longer shall we allow ourselves to be given
special labels in the country of our birth. ”
-. The cry must ring out through the length and
breadth of our country this year —-— away with '
passes! By destroying this badge of slavery and
humiliation, we shall free ourselves of this in—

tolerable burden of oppressibn and thus move
further forward to our goal of making apartheid
unworkable and our country ungovernable.
This is an immense, offensive 'which must

spread to every comer of our country, encom-
passing cities, toWns and the countryside. It must
involve both men and women alike and produce

‘ the most formidable, united and sustained mass ,
action to destroy once' and for all the pass laws,

influx control and our forcible removal to the
Bantustans.
We must not be misled by the enemy? s pro- -

mise to abolish influx control and introduce what
it calls positive urbanisation. Nor must we be
taken in by promises of a so—called common
citizenship. The Botha regime has no intention
whatsoever to see the Black majority live in our
country as equals with our White compatriots.
As far as this regime is concerned South Africa
will never belong to all who livein it, Black and ’
White.
Oflate, the White business community has also

been very loud in demanding change: We call
on them to join this mighty anti-pass campaign.
They themselves must stop demanding passes
from the African workers. Neither should they
take advantage of the migrant labour system to
victimise the workers. Rather they should work
for the immediate abolition of this' criminal
system. Words are nolonger sufficient. Now is
the time for action. No more passes! Away with
this badge of slavery. '
We need also to extend that spirit of defiance

to other areas ,of struggle. To maintain the of-
fensive, we have to address with maximum
vigour the entire issue of the enemy’s attempts
‘to‘ suppress the democratic movement.

Release All Political Prisoners
and Detainees Unconditionally
During this past year, We sharply escalated our
offensive on this front. Many of those detained
went on hunger strike, demanding'an end to their

\ illegal imprisonment. 1, Mass meetings . and
demonstrations took place calling for the release
of detainees and political prisoners. Our people
in the Western Cape mobilised themselves in
their thousands to march on Pollsmoor Prison

backing up the universal demand for the im-
mediate and unconditional release of Nelson
Mandela and all other political prisoners.
The challenges facing us are indeed con-

siderable. Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu,‘
Govan Mbeki, Ahmed Kathrada‘, Elias Mot-

soaledi, Harry Gwala and others of our leaders
are still in prison, held there by a regirfie which
seems determined to keep them under lock and
key permanently1n defiance ofthe international
community.
Yet others ofour leaders and activists are fac-_

, ing various charges. Thousands have been con-



democratic forces and especially the trade union
ovement, to draw on the revolutionary tradi-

ti ns ofthe African mineworkers’ strike of 1946
an the 100th anniversary of May Day — inter—
national workers’ solidarity day.

Inchnnection with the 40th anniversary ofthe
great 'ners’ strike, we call upon the entire
democra 'c forces and especially the trade union
movemen‘ to draw on the revolutionary tradi-
tions of the‘tAfrican mineworkers in order to
enhance the ontribution of the workers to the
cause of natio a1 and social emancipation.

It is totally u acceptable that up to its 100th
anniversary, Ma Day in South Africa has re-
mained an ordinar working day. We therefore
fully support the rke-rs’ demand that from
1986 onwards, May ay should become a fully
paid public holiday. Ou entire democratic move-
ment must support the rganised trade union

. movement in the struggle realise this demand.
That outstanding produc of the creative in-

itiative of the masses of our truggling people,
the United Democratic Front, h s borne the brunt

of the'futile terrorist onslaug * of the Bo'tha—
Malan—Coetzee regime to defeat o 1' mass offen-
sive and to Suppress our democrac'corganisa—
tions. To this day, the threat ofprohib ion hangs
over the UDF. Yet we are convinced that, hav—
ing more than survived the assassination nd1m-
prisonment of its leaders, the cold-b oded
murder of its followers, the banning of its

     

meetings and so on, the UDF will overcome\all .
attempts by the enemy to wipe it out ofexistence
Practice has more than amply demonstrated that\
the struggling masses of our cOuntry need the
UDF as an instrument to maintain, advance and
deepen our united action.

Tribute to Heroes, Leaders and Martyrs
‘We salute all its leaders, its affiliated organisa-
tions, its members and its followers. We hail all

those Of its leaders and activists who are in prison
and those who are facing trumped-up charges
which include treason, murder and public
vio1ence. We call on our people to stand by these
patriots.
We pay homage tothe outstanding leaders and

others ofour people who were murdered thislpast '
year by the death squads, the army, the police
and the hangmen ofthe apartheid regime.‘ Among

‘ these are Victoria Mxenge, Matthew Goniwe,‘

Andries Raditsela, Ben Moloise, Samuel

 
Martha Mahlangu, motherof Solomon Mahlangu

appeals for the ”mothers of the country to unite" at
the fitneral 0f the victims of the Mamelodi massacre. ‘

Tshikudo, Bathandwa Ndondo, Mohammed-

Allie Razak, Mita Ngobeni, Sipho Mutsi, Ian.

Zamisa, Nelly Madonsela, Lizo Ngcana, Daniel

Mabenyane, ' Mandlenkosi Kratshi, Ivan

Langenhoven, 'Ngoako Ramalepe and Kenneth
Letlatla. Their example of selfless service to‘ the
revolution will live on, inspiring us to intensify
the struggleuntil victory. Those who assassinated
them will be brought to book.
We shall not forget those Who have disap-

peared and have so far not been accounted for.
"~Neither shall we forget the patriots such as Thami
Mnyele, George Phahle, Nomkhosi Mini, Jackie
Quinn and Leon Meyer and others who were
murdered1n Maseru and Gaborone. The names
of Mo y Blackburn and Brian BishOp will also
be insc 'bed on the roll of honour.

In the1théof the situation which obtains in
our country day, the religious community has
an immense an urgent responsibility to act in
defence of life its if, and accordingly, to fight
for justice and pea . Inspired by their own
faiths, this important secg); among our people
must further enhance its co ribution to the strug-
gle to end the apartheid sys‘ m and to create a
society in which the right to life '11 be respected.
At this point, we would also lik to pay special

tribute to the women ofMamelodi,

 



  

 

ticular detachment'of the democratic women’s
movement and as a fOrce exemplifying the
courage and determination of the hundreds and
thousands ofwomen who have stoodat the cen-
tre of ' our mass struggles this past year,
throughout the country.

The response of the apartheid regime to the
peaceful march of the women of Mamelodi,
which‘ended in a massacre, illustrates the fear
that this regime has ofthe united offensive ofthe
oppressed and exploited women ofour country.
This year [we are observing the 30th anniversary
of the historic women’s march on Pretoria, an

event which lives on as a source of great inspira—
tion to all our struggling people. It will be the
task of our womenfolk to emulate the example
we set ourselves three decades ago and last year,
to, Unite and fearlessly join the mass offensive
against the Botha regime in even greater
numbers. We should also continue to work for

the formation of a national women’ s

organisation.

Rooted Among the Masses

has just passed we have also produced new
organisational formations and adopted new forms
of struggle in keeping with. the heightened pace
ofour revolution. We refer here to the mass com— ,

bat unitsthat we have formed to carry out various
tasks, including those related to the destruction
of the organs of government of the apartheid
regime and to making the Country ungovernable.
We refer also to the measures we have taken,

among other things, to protect our leaders and
to maintain revolutionary law and order in

_ various localities throughout the country.
It is fitting that these developments have taken

place during the Year of the Cadre and in keep—
ing with perspectives that your movement, the
ANC , put forward for that year. Our struggle has
gained enormously by the emergence of these
collectives of revolutionary cadres, which are
organised, rooted among the masses, ready to
pay the supreme sacrifice ifnecessary, commit-
ted to the perspectives of our movement as a
whole and loyal to the leadership of » that
movement. .
We salute all members of these combat units

and commend them for the courageous and
disciplined manner in which they have carried
out their tasks.We urge the masses of our peo-
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During the momentous Year of the Cadre that
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ple to. persist in the positions they have taken,
of giving both the necessary protection to these
units and the co-operation which the further ad—
vancement of our struggle demands.

People’s War
While it is true that we have lost many cadres
in the confrontation with the forces ofrepression,
qualitatively, victory on the military front
belongs not to the enemy but to the people. This
is so. exactly because in the face of the harshest ,
enemy repression, we have succeeded both to in-
tensify our military offensive and to enlarge the
popular fo‘rces inside our country, organised to
wage the struggle arms in hand.
This past year we made significant strides

towards the transformatiOn of our armed con-
‘ frontation with the apartheid regime into a peo-
ple’s war. Of crucial, impOrtance in this regard
has been the creation of mass insurrectionary.
zones in many parts ofour country , areas where
the masses of the people are not only active, but

are also ready in their hundreds of thousands to
assault the enemy for the seizure of power.
At the same time, we have seen how the '

apartheid regime, intent on maintaining itself in
power at all costs, has sent into our townships
White soldiers and police, as well as Black
mercenaries, with orders to murder, rape and

destroy at will — shooting infants, raping young
girls and going on a crazed orgy ofblood-letting.
This is precisely the reason why the fascist
Botha—Malan-Coetzee regime must beswept off
the surface of the earth, and your country
transformed into a' democratic, non-racial and
peaceful entity. Therefore we must fight. We
must organise and arm ourselves to fight harder
and better for the overthrow of the apartheid
regime.

Accordingly, an urgenttask we face this year
is the rapid expansion and extensive activisation
0fUmkhonto we Sizwe within the country, draw-
ing in the millions of our people into combat.
Building from what we achieved last year, we
must prepare for and conduct people,’ s war, with
the people’s army, Umkhonto we Sizwe, heading
our mass military offensive. We have to increase
greatly the number of guerrilla units of MK, as
well as the mass combat units. We must further
strengthen the links between the guerrilla and
combat units in order to build a Vast army that
can carry out both offensive and defensive tasks.


