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UNl'l'EDNA‘l'lONS. OcL18 (1P5) -A Noth-Seulhbu LLle
15100111ng ill the United Nations m er u proposal lo

create a post of High Commissioner for Human

Rights. Western countries. including the United
Slates and [he 12 members of the European
Community (EC), want to first establish the post and

then spell out the powers of the new (jmmnissioner.
But ~l‘hird World nuuons say [he t_‘mnmissioner's
mandate should be approved before the postitself

is created.
11’s the same 01durglunenluboulLhe eurlund the

horse. the Chinese delegate told a dosed dom-

meeting. "How can you put the cart before the
l1()1'se'?." he asked. "But the High Commissioner is
the horse." the 11.5. delegate shot back."

Bzu‘budiun l'oreign Minister Brunford ‘l‘uill. [old
Lhe GenerulAssembly lust week that the mandate of
the High Cmmnissioner ”shnuld be satisfactorily

defined". and that the Uffiee "should not be
manipulated to uehim e the pelitieul ends of any
state." Taitt said thatat the same time, there should

be adequate safeguards in the mandate to ensure
the (.‘mmnissioner's independence and neutrality.

"The High (".mnmissioner should be empowered

to 1m estigule alleged human rights abuses across
all borders -- and not only on u selectix e basis." he
said. The proposal for a High Commissioner for

(continued on page 4)
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Arias & Egeland keynote speakers at

award ceremony

IPS HONOURS BOSNIAN DAILY,
NORWEGIAN INSTITUTE

LlNl'l'ED NA'l'lONS. Oel 18(11’5)“ Nobel Peace luu-
reule Oscar Arias and Norway's deputy foreign
minister Jan Fgeland Will be guest speakers at the
1993 Inter Press Sen ice UPS) international
Achievement Award ceremony.

Fgeland and Arias, the former president at
Costa Rica and 1987 Nobel Peace Prize winner.
Will speak at an Oct. 27" ceremony at UN; head-
quarters Which will honour Rosnia's daily.
Oslobodjenje. and Norway's Institute of Applied
Social Science (FAFO). FAFO and Fgeland, who is
state secretary of Norway and deputy to Nm'n'e-
glen foreign Minisler Juhun Jurgen Holst. were
key players in the negatiations that led to the
IsraeIi-Palestinian peace plan signed in Washing-
ton in September.

FAFO helped Nm‘n‘ay host I4 secret meetings
between the Israeli and Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO) negotiators in country estu [es
and Oslo hotels. IPS news. agency is honouring
LAN.) and Oslobodjenje for their cmnmiunenl to
fostering mulli-e Lhnie and mulLi-religious under-
standing. .

Oslobodjenje's 7U editors and reporters hm e
risked death and injury 10 report on the war in
Bosnia-IIercegrwina. The multi-ethnic paper,
which celebrated its SULh unnh ersury Aug. 30.
has appeared e\ ery day during the war. despite
the 1'a7ing 0f the main office buildingin Saraj eve.

Oslobocllienje is L0 be represented at the cer-
emony by Fditor-iwChief Kemal Kurspahic and
FAFO, by its director Terje Rod Larsen . In addition
Lo Arias and Egelund. speakers at nexL week's
ceremony will include Marco Vianel|e-(‘.hi0do.
Assistant Secretary-General in charge of the De-
purlmentef PublicInformation. Uncler-Secrelury-
General Gillian Sm'ensen Will speak cm behalf of
Secretary-Genera! Routms Routros-Ghali.

1P5 hus homo ured _j ournulis ls and human righ Ls
activists who have made significant crmtribu~
Lions in their fields since 1985. Past winners
include Danielle Milterrund. l'reneh firs [lady and
President of the Paris-based human rights body
l'runees—Libertes. and Haitian President Jeun-
Bertrand Arislicle.  
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JAPAN’S INTEREST IN AFRICA
MARKS MAJOR FOREIGN

POLICY SHIFT

 

by .Suvenclrini K(lkllt‘hi

TOKYO, Oct I8 UPS) - Japan's increased interest in

Africa reflects the economic sup erpower's desire to
expand its role in the internatimml community,
political analysts here say. Tokyo recently hosted

an internu tionzil conference onAfrieun cle\ elopment.
which Prime Minister Mm‘ihirn iinsnkawa said was
proof of their commitment to refocuswnrld attention

on Africa.
“We must not allow the needs of Africa to be

ignored in any way because of developments in

other areas of the world," he told the gathering of
African natimis and donor cnuntries. A declaration
issued at the end of the meeting confirmed Tokyo's

commitment to support economic and political
reforms in Africa. and called for the adoption of the
Asian m odel of economic success for Africa's-future

dCV elopment.
The Japanese government's decision to pay

greater attention to Africa marks a major departure

from its past foreign policy which concentrated on
its Asian neighbours. "Japan's interests lay

predcmiinantly in Asia in the past fewyears. But as

its diplomatic clout grows with its position as the

world's richest nation. the picture is slowly

changing," says Africa expert Iehiro inukai, a

professor at the international Uni\ ersity of Japan.
Japan's entry into Africa, despite the looming

pitfalls, muld turn outta be a viable new step for the

nation. "it's it rocky road but Japan is playing the
right cards," says Inukai. "As a first step, its
approach of promoting em Asian model for Africa

has struck the right chord."
Africa'senthusiasficrespmlseattherecentTnkyo

conference showed the Africans are eagerly

snatching the opportunity to forge closer ties with
the economic superpower. isaac Alukn-Olokin, who
headed the Nigerian delegation, said Africa had

been "tied to the apron strings of the West for too
long". He said the economic success of Fast and
South-east Asia was a refreshing change and could

serve as :1 model for Africa.
A Ghanaian Foreign Ministry official put itmm‘e

bluntly, saying the Africans were tired of being

dictated to by the West. "Westerners hm e robbed
us of our dignity by taking away our land. precious
resources and even our people. We welcnme Japan
usu freshulternutite.” said the official who requested
an nnymi ty.

Reacting tn emnments tin kingjapan's newAfrica

policy to its bid to gain 11 permanent seutztt the U.N.

SecurityCouncil, the Ghanaian official said: "Nobody
gives something for nothing. If Japan e\'tends help

  

 

to us and wants Africa's support in return. we ilI‘C
more than willing to gi\ e it." Besides an increase in
Japanese aid. African nations espect large doses of

pri\ ute in\ estment to help them produce high-
quulity goods for export -- the same assistance that
contributed to the rapid growth of Fast and South-

east Asian economies.

Economist Kai tsuyu Moehizuki says 't‘olxyo is [er

the first time even considering taking the

unprecedented step of writing off some 01" the debts
of the poorest African states. Encouraging pri\ ute
investment. h owever. is likely to provem are difficult;

'l'rtide be [H eenJii pun zindAfrieu hits no timprm ed
much mer the past decade. Japanese experts to
Africa reached 3. | 3 billitm dollars in i992, an IS

percent increase [min the prmious year‘s figure.
while impor ts from Afrieu drop pecl by three percent.

Mnehizuki attributes these developments to the

political uncertainty in many African states and the
economic recession in Japan. A spokesman for

Keidanren. Japan's largest business.nrganisatitm.

explained thuthipun could buy most of u-hutAIrieu
offers _- crude oil. coal and iron ore -- from Asia.
"Thus the common reaction was. ‘Whygo all the way

to Afriea':"" he said.
ButMoehizulxi say sAfrieu stillholds considerable

potential for Japan. "i don't see a big difference

between the situation in Africa and thutin Asia when
itemburlxed on 1 ts economic reeons true lion. African
leaders can wt‘mjapanese businessmen by providing

stable gm'ernments and un uttrueth e in\ estment
climate. it"s tough going but 1 belie\ e it can m_irlx.”
says Mochizuki.

Africans themseh es seem aware of the need to
treat their newfound friendship with Japan with
caution. "Africa isnatAsia." said a Nigerian delegate
to the 'l'olw o inee ting. "We ill‘C not lilllxiflg 0f tieeep ting
u reprint of the East Asian economic miruele in

Africa. What we are saying is we are willing to give

Japan a chance." I

  
U.N. CHIEF URGES RICH TO
UP AID T0 1.1 BILLION POOR

by Jam Duml

 

UNITED NATIONS. Oct l8 (IPS) - The U.N. Secretary—

Generul Monday appealed to rich countries for
stronger support and increased levels of assistance
to the world's |.| billion pom. Routrns Boutros-

(thili's tip peul eumesj ust clay s after ministers from
the world‘s 47' least developed countries (iDCs).
described as the pom‘est 0f the poor, accused their
rich c1e\ elopment partners of falling short on their
cmnmi tm eh ts.

The 47' countries. of which nearly 30 are in

Africa. hiu e a combined population of 0\ er hulf-a-
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b11111111 people and 11 per c11p1111 gross domestic

prod 11eL (GDP) of 60!.) 1111111115 1.111ess. A clec111r11111.111

by IDC ministers here late lastmrmth noted "111th

serious concern lh11lwh11e LDCS Here 1111p1e111e11 11111.1,

\vyicle- ranging pol1ey reforms. Lhe 11111,i1.1r11y of their

developmentpartners had fallen sh art of their own

co11111111111e11ls.”

'l'he declaration says Lhe ()rg1111151111011 1.11

chmmic Cooperation and l'Je1‘el1‘1pment (OFCD)

e1.) 1111 tries have reduced Lhe11'111d perfor1111111eefru1n

0.1.19 percent 111 198‘.) 111161 1990 11.1 0.08 perce11L1n

lQQI. The LDC ministers say that donor nations

1111\e cutback [heir sh11re111(.)1:'(_'D 111d 1311.1;11111111111'5.

13111111115-(3111111 s111dMo11cl'11y 111111 111111e [here 1111::

been significant progrew. in some places most

111.1 L11bly 111 eastern A5111. p1_1\ erLy 111111 11(111111ced 111
other parts 111' Lhe developing 1111orlcl. 1-1e $11111 that

poverty now engulfs one-i‘ifth of the world's

population 11nd 1s Lhe cause of 1111: 11111111111 child

c1e111hsperye11r oneb1ll111111ll1le1Les.1111clr1_1111-:hly

800111i|lir1npeople 11.1111 lack adequate food.

"1 cannot 1.1ver-e111ph11s1se the 1111p0111111ce 1.11

clev 1.111111: additional resources 111 the 2111‘ uggle 111-11111151

poverty", Routrns-Ghali said 1111 theU.N.--proclaimed

111Ler1111 [11.111111 day 11.11‘ pm-erty erudicu 111.111. He 511111

11111 1111ere11s1ng economic disparity 1111cls1_1e111ldee1111e

fueled political tensions, and he warned that “if

poverty 15111111wed Lo increase. 31.1 111111 international

conflicts 1n the years to come."
Boutros-Ghali called rm the private sector and

11o11-g11ver1‘1111e11L111 011-1111111111 111.1115 11.1 join 111

programmes 111 combat p1_1\ erly. 11011111.: 111111 "Lhe

burden of poverty is a burden that one way or

another 111118 on Lhe entire world." B111 the 31113

between Lhe industrialised counlr1es of the North

and the developingcmmtries of the S1‘11Jthimvidening

11s Lhe promised p11ru1ersh1p 11.11 de\ elopmenlfuils

to take hold. s11y' LDC ministers.

LDC ministers urged donors in their declaration

111st111o111h Lo safeguard 111d 11110111110115 to their

co1111lr1es1111d 10 provide "substantially increased"

e\'ternal financial resources in line with the UN.-

11cl1.1p1ecl 13101141111111 of 11111011 [1.11 LD(. :1 111 Lhe

19905. lhe declaration reiterated Lhe need 11.1r 11
significant increase in real terms in the overall

resources available for UN. de\ elopmenl111:1111111es.

and 111 Lhe need for priority 11110111111111 of 11111111

resources to programmes and projects in the IDCS.

LDCS h111- e borne lhe brunt of shr11111111g\ 1.111111111ry

contributions by 111duslr1ulised countries 11.1 the

UN. development agencies like the U.N.

DCV elopmenl Programme (UNDP). the UN.

Population 1111111 (UNL‘PA) 11nd Lhe LLN. Children's

Fund (UNICT‘.F).The ministers also cited their roughly

1()1)-b11111.111-d1.11111r debt -- compared 11) [he merull

1111111 Worlddebl1_1f11b1.11111.-1 [111111.111 dollars -- and

their debt service burden as "a major obstacle to

dex elopmenl efforts."
LDC debt currently represents Ihree-quurlers

of their 1:11111binedg‘r11ss nati1ma| pruduct (GNP)
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1~1h11e debL-sem 111111.: claims one-fiflh 1.111111 exports.

‘l'l1e ministers culled 11.11 the cancellation of 11

bilateral official debt and the implementation

urgent 11nd effeclhe measures for s11bs-l11111111

1‘ecl11c1101101111e11 debLsLocL1111clcleblser11ce owed

to multilateral financial institutirms and commercial

creditors.
'1'11e 111111151ers 111511 511111 Lh11l "LDC's p1_1s1L11111 111

world trade had become further marginalised as

they suffered 11 clec1111e111 lhe curre111111lueof [heir

11.11111 exports 11nd their market share." 'l'hey urged

participants in the Uruguay Round 11f multilateral

trade 11eg1.11111111.111s 11.1 expand their 11111111111,

1.113 p 1.11‘ 11111111es 11111.1 ugh unres 1111' Led access 11.1 markets

-- free of all tariff and non-tariff barriers. I

THE GOOD AND THE BAD OF

AGRO-BIOTECHNOLOGY

 

BRUSSFI.S.O1:t I (‘1 (IPS) - Putting.T science to work. like

111 1111: creation 'super' plants 11nd 111111111115 may be

one way of producing enough f1'1r1d for the world's

growingpopulation -- projected to reach 7.2 billion

by the year -1...11() But for cle1elop111g counlr1es

which generate 90percentofthisp1‘1pulati1'mincreas

-- estimated at 95 million people annually -- the fa

de\ eloping ‘111-5113-1311.)technology' sector 11151.1 raises
concern about the likely negative impact rm Third
World eermmnies.

‘1’l1ese hopes 111111 concerns were 1‘1115ed Saturday

by participants attending a symposium 1'111 ‘Agro-

bi1'1techn1'1l1'1g1' for food security -- solutions for a

globuh11111ge'.1.11g111115edby Belgium's De1 elopmenl
MiniSter. Fric Derycke, to mark World F1'111d Day.
“For developing countries. bin-technnlngy can

contribute greatly to Lhe 31.111111011 111 11 number 1.11
problems like sustainable production. health care

and protection of the environment." said Derycke.

But he added: "As with 1111 lec11111.111.1;111:111
develnpments. biotechnology haspositive aswell as.
negative consequences for developingr cnuntries.

Substitution 111” primary c1_11111111_111111es,

industrialisation of agriculture and privatisatirm of

knowledge and technology are eVamples 111‘ the

latter." M1111y sc1e111111c processes [1111 under Lhe
'ag1‘1'1-bi1'1tech' um brella u from the 1:l1‘ming1'1f ex’isfing

gene types. selective breeding. production of

\11cc111es for 111111111113. 11nd che1111e111 1111(11111 es to
improve crop yield (11‘ breed meatier animals.

It gives rise t1'1 hopes of tripling 1:1'1'1p yields. 1.

super-pluan producing their 1.111111 fertilisers 1111

pesticides develnped and cows with higher milk

yields. Professor 1.1'11115e van Vl1’1ten-D11ting, Director

1.11 Agriculture 111 the Agricultural Research
Department theNethe1land-1 citedcurrentresearch

t11 create detection kits based on DNA t11pI11be for

'1 (1.12111111111711111111111717 J)
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diseases and parasites in both plants and animals.
in the nearluture. this easy-to-use. clo-it-yourself

.type kit. might be available to farms in the Third

World. She said: "Early detection of infections will
contribute to sustainable agriculture and food
security because itwill lead to asubstanh‘al reduction

in the use of pesticides.‘]
But, she added: "At the moment it is difficult to

predictwhether the price of such kits “'1 ll be suitable

or prohibitiy efor use in the de\ eloping \'\«orlc1."'l‘his
flip-sicle of agro-bio teehruns the gamutofresearch.
Dr. llenk Ilobbelink, ot' the Earcelona-based Genetic

Resource Action international -- 'GRAIN‘ -- a non-
gm ernmental organisation (N60) monitoring the

sector, is one of the most critical of the current

‘state-of-the-art'.
”Perhaps the most salient feature of the new

bio-technologies is perhaps that they are

predominantly being de\ eloped in the North." said

Hobbelinlx. He quoted a report done for the World

Bank in IQBS calculating that only 7.3 percent of

worldwide bio-tech research is done outside the
United States, the 1 Z-nieinber European Community

and Japan. Outside of that group. the research is

mainly conducted in Canada and Australia.
What is more. the bulk of the research is being

carried out by large multi-national corporations.
According to the Rome-Based ‘i'ood and Agriculture
Organisatii‘m' (FAQ), the five largest plant bio-

technology companies are all large multi-i‘iational
corporations with interests in agro-chemieal sales.

They are Dupont, lCl, Monsanto, Sandoz and Ciba-

Geigy. the bull\ of 011-3011 :4 field worlx of such
companies is geared to creating crops which are
more tolerant to herbicides. This lucrative research

comes before that into resistance to the pests and
insects themseh es.

llobbelink said: "The logic seems obvious:

herbicide resistant crops would increase the sales
of the herbicides from the same or other companies.
The logic for small third world farmers and food

security is less ob\ ious: more chemicals mean higher
costs. more damage to the emironment and a
higher risk to food security." Another minefield is

that research is being concentrated on a narrow

band of genetic material. Such uniformity could
seriously undermine the objective of developing

more sustainable agriculture.
Hobbelinlx is also worried about the effects on

Third World economies of substitution of crops like

sugar. cocoa. bananas and vegetable oils‘ and says
no crop is safe from the bio-raee. l

 

.NORTH-SOUTH BATTLE OVER HUMAN
RIGHTS COMMISSIONER
(continued from front cover)

Human Rights was one of the most contentious

issues at the World Conference on Human Rights in

Vienna in_lune. After failing to reach agreement. the

Conference shifted the responsibility to the |84-

member General Assembly. '
the Conference recommended that the General

Assembly, ”as a matter of priority”, consider "the

question of the establishment of a High

Commissioner for Human Rights for the promotion

and protection of all human rights." One Third

World delegate told lPS that the Vienna Conference

only aslxed the Assembly to consider "the question
of the establishmentofaHigh (".i‘nntnissioner”--not

the establishment of the Commissioner itself.

Red: uan Kushairi, chairman of the N on-Aligned
Working Group on Human Rights is concerned

about the neutrality of the High Commissioner. He

told lPS prior to the Vienna Conference that he

feared the whole thing could bejustanother political

exercise to humiliate ‘l'hird World nations. ‘

. "Is this High (.‘oininissioner also going to

investigate human rights abuses in theUnited States?

Are we going to allow him to probe rights violations
in Brooklyn. the Bronx, Harlem and Los Angeles?"
he asked. Kushairi was making an implicit reference

to charges of police brutality. discrimination and

rights \ iolations in LLS. cities and boroughs

dominated by African-Americarm and Hispanics.

At a meeting of the lltl-inember Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) last week. several Third World

delega tes said they feared the Wes t could be planning

to rush through the proposal without open

discussion. Some Western countries have said they

want the proposal to be discussed at elosed-dom

inee tings by a small working group. and if necessary.

to take decisions by vote.

But NAM members insis t that the proposal should

be discussed at open-ended meetings of all 18-!
member-state‘s With written records of the

discussions. they say decisions should be talxen by
consensus because trying to \‘ULC a High

Commissioner into office would be counter—

productive.
NAM also agreed that the High Commissioner for

Human Rights should be just one of several issues

-- not the sole issue -- that should be discussed as a
follm "up to the Vienna Conference. 'l'he North and
the South also disagree on Whether the High

Commissioner should report to the Security Council

or to the GeneralAssembly. the North [in ours the

Security Council and the South the General Assembly.

Writing in the New YUI‘lx limes last month
former LLS. President Jimmy Carter fan oured the
General Assemblyroute: the Ci'nnmissioner "should

be impartial and independent. appointed by the
GeneralAssembly, to which he or she would report."
"This is an important safeguard to avoid the

selecti\ ity and the do uble standards per\ ading the
\‘HJI'lx of the Con‘imission (on Human Rights) and the
Security Council." Carter said. I
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U.N. LINKS ECONOMIC AID TO HUMAN RIGHTS
RECORD

GFNFVA, Oct l8 (IPS) - The United Nations will not

offer economic eoopera [ion to liqua Lorial Guinea if

it does no L improve its human rights record. said a
senior U.N. official here Monday.

"In Equatorial Guinea [here are no political
rights. freedom of the press: does nolexisland the
condition of prisoners of conscience is
catastrophic." United Nations special em oy.
Alejandro Arlucio. said on his return from a \. isil Lo
the country.

The West African coastal slate gained its
independence from Spain in 1068. and has been
ruled since then by a military regime. The present
President. General 'l'eodoro Obiang Mba Nzago.
head of the Supreme Military Council, took power
from his uncle in a IQTQ coup and later had him
executed for crimes against humanity. Regarding
parliamentary elections scheduled for November
2 I , Artucio said of the I 3 non-gm’ermnentparties.
len had already announced that they would be
boycotting the poll in protestat Obiang's failure to
meet cmnmithnents to tree and fair voting...

VENEZUELA, MEXICO OPPOSE UNILATERAL
INVASION OF HAITI

CARACAS, Oct. l8 (IPS) - In separate statements

Monday. Venezuela and Mexico said [hey opposed
any unilateral military in\ aslon of Haiti lo oust the
country's military regime. In Caracas. Venezuelan
foreign minister l‘ernando Ochoa said he rejected
any unilateral 0.8. invasion of Haiti. bul supported
a nmlti-lateral operation against Haiti's military
government. within the framework of the United
Nations. -

And in Mexico City. the foreign ministry said it
supported the U.N.dn‘lposed Lrade embargo. "but
Will oppose any eventual unilateral action of any
country againstllaiti, and. in particular, any armed
intervention.” Ochoa said that despite persistent
news media reports to the contrary, he did not
think Washington was at the moment contemplating
an inVasion of Haiti. Venezuela supported the re-
imposition of the trade em bai‘go. he said, as well as
the deployment of warships to enforce it....

BRITAIN, FRANCE, U.S. PUSH FOR TIGHTER
SANCTIONS ON LIBYA

UNITFD NATIONS, Oct I8 UPS) - Three of the UN.
Security Council's [h e permanen[members Monday
declared [heir intention lo pursue Lighter sanctions
against Libya. The ambassadors of Britain, France
and the United States met to find ways of pushing a
resolution they had tabled at the Council two weeks
ago, calling for an embargo cm all Libyan oiI-i'elated
machinery and a freeze on its o\ erseas assets.

One 0.5. source said that Washn gLon was secure
it had the necessary votes to pass the resolution,
despite recent objections from Arab states and
China abouln‘lm ing Loo has lily. But Council President
Rmialdo Sardenberg of Brazil said the body Will still
await "further (10 elopmenls" before \oLing.

The vote has been delayed several times as. the
Council and Secretary-General Bouh‘os B(‘iuti'os-Ghali
awaited steps from Libya towards resolving lwo
plane bombings involving British. French and [1.8.
citizens. But the three permanent members urged
stronger action. arguing [hat the imposition last
year of Sanctions -- cutting direct air link: to Libya
and preventing arms commerce With Tripoli -- had
seen little effect.

The sanctions suppnrters quickened the pace i1.
response to a rebuff from lawyers of two suspects
soughlin the 1088 bombing, of a Pan American plane
over Lockerbie, Scotland. Last week. lawyers for
Abdel Basset al-Megrahl and Lumen Khalifa l‘himah.
whom Washing Lon and Lmulon bo lh insist should be
tried in one of their nations, said that neither man
would stand trial either in Britain or the United
Slates.

Tripoli argues that though it would not oppose
allowing the suspects to be tried in either country.
it would nolforee [heir extradition. The government
of Col. Muammar Qaddafi tried to push matters by
gelling lawyers from Scotland Lo lilll\ to the suspects'
defence attorney, but that attempt ended in last
week's rebuff.

Washing Lon and London ha\ e argued Ll‘lill. Qaddafi
is stalling, and Will never agree to give up the two
suspects. Al-Megrahi and Fhimah both belong to the
Megrahi clan. as does powerful Libyan junta leader
Lieut. AbdelsalamJaloud --a factor reportedlyslowing
O_addat'i's hand on thi'adition requests....
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