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NORTH-SOUTH BATTLE
OVER HUMAN RIGHTS

COMMISSIONER

by Thalif Deen

UNITED NATIONS, OcL18 (IPS) -A North-Soulth batue
is looming al the Uniled Nalions over a proposal Lo
create a poast of Tligh Commissioner for ITuman
Rizhls, Weslern countries, including the United
Stales and the 12 members of the Europcean
Community (ILC), want to firstestablish the postand
Lthen spell oul the powers of the new Commissioner.
Bul Third World nations say lhe Commissioner's
mandate should be approved before the postitself
is crealed.

IUs thesameoldargumentaboul the carland the
horse, the Chinese delegate told a closed door
meelunye, "How can you pul the carl before the
horse?,” he asked. ""Bul the High Commissioner is
the horse,”” the 1].5. delegate shot back.”

Barbadian l'oreign Minister Branford Taill Lold
the Cenceral Assembly lastweek that the mandate of
the TTigh Commissioner "'should be satisfactorily
defined’’, and that the office “'should nol be
manipulated Lo achieve the politucal ends of any
state.” Taittsaid thatat thesame time, thereshould
be adequale safceguards in the mandale Lo ensure
the Commissioner's independence and neulralily.

“"Thelligh Commissionershould be empowered
lo investvale alleved human rizhls abuses across
all borders -- and nolonly on a seleclive basis,” he
said. The proposal for a Thigh Commissioner for

(conlinued on page 4)
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Arias & Egeland keynote speakers at
award ceremony

IPS HONOURS BOSNIAN DAILY,

NORWEGIAN INSTITUTE

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 18 (IPS)-- Nobel Peace lau-
reale Oscar Arias and Norway's depuly [oreivn
minister Jan [.geland will be guest speakers at the
19903 Intler Press Service (IPS) Internalional
Achievement Award ceremony. |

lgeland and Arias, the former president of
Cosla Rica and 1987 Nobel Peace Prize winner,
will speak at an Oct. 27 ceremony at lJ.N. head-
quarters which will honour Bosnia s daily,
Oslobodjenje, and Norway's Instilule of Appliced
Social Science (FAFQO). FAFO and l'geland, who 13
state secretary of Norway and deputy to Norwe-
ogian l'oreign Minisler Johan Jurgen Holst, were
key players in the negotiations that led to the
Israeli-Palestinian peace plan signed in Washing-
lon in Seplember.

FAFO helped Norway host | 4 secret meetings
belween the lsraeli and Palesune Liberalion
Oreanisation (PLO) negoUalors m counlry eslales
and Oslo hotels. TPS news agency is honouring
IAI'O and Oslobodjenje [or their commiltment Lo
foslerine mulli-ethnic and mulu-religious under-
standing. .

Oslobodjenje's 70 editors and reporlers hay e
risked death and injury o reporl on the war in
Bosnia-ITercegovina. The multi-ethnic paper,
which celebrated ils 50th anniversary Aug, 30,
has appcarced every day during the war, despile
the razing of the main office building in Sarajevo.

Oslobodjenje is Lo be represented at the cer-
emony by Iditor-in-Chief Kemal Kurspahic and
FAFO, by its director TerjeRod lL.arsen.Inaddition
lo Arias and Egceland, speakers al next week's
ceremony will include Marco Vianello-Chiado,
Assistant Secretary-General in charge of the De-
parltmentofl Publiclnformauon. Under-Secrelary-
General Gillian Sorensen will speak on behalf of
Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali.

[PS has honoured journalists and human righlts
activists who have made significant contribu-
lons in their fields since 19835, Pasl winners
include Danicelle Mitterrand, I'rench [irstlady and
President of the Paris-based human rights body
Irances-Libertes, and Hailian Presidenl Jean-
Berlrand Aristide.
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JAPAN’S INTEREST IN AFRICA

MARKS MAJOR FOREIGN
POLICY SHIFT

by Suvendrini Kakuchi

TOKYQO, Oct | 8 (IPS) - Japan's increased interest in
Alricareflects the cconomic superpower's desire Lo
expand its role in the internatioral community,
political analysts here say. Tokyo recently hosted
aninlternationalconference onAlrican development,
which Prime Minister Morihiro [Tosokawa said was
proof of theircommitment to refocusworld attention

on Alrica.
“"We must not allow the needs of Africa to be

ignored in any way because of developments in
olher arcas of the world,” he told the gathering of
African nations and donor countries. A declaration
issued at the end of the meeting confirmed Tokyo's
commilmenl Lo supporl economic and political
reformsin Africa, and called for the adoption of the
Asian model of economicsuccess forAfrica sfuture
development.

The Japanese government's decision to pay
greater attention to Africa marks a major departure
from ils paslforeien policy which concentrated on
its Asian neighbours. ""Japan s interests lay
predominantly in Asia in the past few years. But as
ils diplomauc cloul grows wilh ils posilion as Lhe
world's richest nation, the picture is slowly
changing,”’ says Africa expert Ichiro Inukai, a
professor al the Intlernational Uniy ersily of Japan.

Japan's entry into Africa, despite the [ooming
pitfalls, could turn outto bea viablenew step for the
nalion. 'IUs a rocky road bul Japan is playing Lhe
right cards,”” says Inukai. ""As a first step, its
approach of promoting an Asian model for Africa
has struck the right chord.”

Africa’senthusiasticresponseattherecent Tokyo
conference showed the Africans are eagerly
snalchine the opportunily Lo forge closer ues wilh
the economic superpower. [saac Aluko-Olokin, who
headed the Nigerian delegation, said Africa had
been ued o the apron strings of the WesL for oo
long’’'. TTe said the economic success of Fast and
South-east Asia was a refreshing change and could
serve as a model for Alrica.

A Ghanaian Foreign Ministry official putitmore
bluntly, saying the Africans were tired of being
diclaled Lo by the WesL "Weslerners have robbed
us of our dignity by taking away our land, precious
resources and even our people. We welcome Japan
asafreshalternative, ' said the officialwho requesed
anonymity.

Reacting to commentslinking Japan's new Africa
policy Lo iLs bid Lo ¢ain a permancentscatal the U.N.
Security Council, the Ghanailan official said: "'Nobody
gives something for nothing. If Japan extends help
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lo us and wanls Africa’s supporlin relurn, we are
morec than willing Lo give 1L Besides an increase in
Japanese aid, African nations expect large doses of
privale mvestment o help them produce hivh-
qualily voods [or exporl-- Lthe same assislance Lhal
contributed to the rapid growth of I'ast and South-
casl Asian cconomices,

Economisl Kalsuya Mochizuki says Tokyois [or
the first time even considering taking the
unprecedented step of wriling off some of the debls
of the poorest Alrican stales, Encouraging priyvale
investment, however, is likely to prove more difficult.

Tradebelwveen JapanandAlrica has nolimpron od
much over the past decade. Japanese exporls Lo
Africa reached 5.13 bhillion dollars in 1992, an |8
percenl mncerease from the previous year's [izure,
while imporis[rom Alricadropped by three percent.

Machizuki attributes these developments to the
political uncertainly in many Alrican slales and the
ceconomic recession in Japan. A spokesman [or
Keidanren, Japan's largest business organisation,
explained that Japan could buy mostof what Africa
offers -- crude oil, coal and iron ore -- [rom Asia.
“"Thus thecommon reactionwas, ‘'Why go all the way
lo Alrica?’"’ he said.

BulMochizukisaysAflrica stillholds considerable
potential for Japan. ''T don't see a big difference
belween Lhe sitluatloninAflrica and thatin Asiawhen
itembarked onils cconomicreconstruction. Alrican
leaders canwoo Japanese businessmen by providing
sluble vovernments and an allraclve invesiment
climalte. IUs Lough going bull believe it can work,”
says Mochizuki.

Alricans Lthemselves scem awarce of the need Lo
lreal their newlound [riendship wilth Japan with
caution. "AfricaisnotAsia,  said aNigeriandelegate
lo he Tokyo meceung, "Wearenol lalkine ol accepling
a reprint of the Easl Asian cconomic miracle in
Africa. What we are saying is we are willing to give
Japan a chance.” &

U.N. CHIEF URGES RICH TO

UP AID TO 1.1 BILLION POOR

by Jaya Dayal

[UUNTTTD NATIONS, Oct | 8 (IPS) - The UJ.N. Secretary-
CGeneral Monday appealed W rich countries for
stronger supportand increased levels of assistance
to the world s | .1 billion poor. Boutros Boutros-
Chali'sappcal comes justdays aller ministers [rom
the world’'s 47 least developed countries (1.DCs),
described as the poorestof the poor, accused their
rich development partners of falling short on their
commitments.

The 47 countries, of which nearly 30 are in
Alrica, have a combined population of oy er half-a-
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hillion pcople and a per capila gross domeslc
producl (GDP) of 600 dollars or less., A declarauon
by I.DC ministers here late last month noted “"with
serious concern thalwhile LDCs wereimplemenung
wide- ranging policy reforms, the majorily of Ltheir
developmentpartners had fallen short of their own
commitments.,”

The declaration says the Organisalion of
Fconomic Cooperation and Development (OFCD)
counltries have reduced theiraid performance [rom
(0,09 percenlin 1989 and 1990 o 0,08 percenl 1n
199 (. The I.NDC ministers say that donor nations
have culback their sharein OECD aid programmes.

Boulros-Chali said Monday thal while there has
been significant progress in some places, most
notably in caslern Asia, poyverly had advanced in
olher parls of the developing world., He said that
poverty now engulfs one-fifth of the world's
population and is the cause of [ive million child
deaths per year, one billion illiterates, and roughly
800 million people who lack adequate food.

"l cannol over-emphasise the importance of
devoling addilional resourcesin the struggle against
poverty,” Boutros-Ghali said on the lJ.N.-proclaimed
inlernational day [or poverly eradicaton. He said
thalincreasing cconomic disparily and social decline
fueled political tensions, and he warned that "if
poverly is allowed Lo increase, so will inlernational
confllicls in the years Lo come.

Routros-Ghali called on the private sector and
non-vovernmental organisalions lo join in
programmes Lo combal poverly, noting thal ‘'the
burden of poverty is a burden that one way or
anolther falls on the enlre world.” Bul the zap
bewween the industrialised countries of the North
and the developing countries of the Southis widening
as Lhe promised partnership [ordevelopment fails
Lo lake hold, say LDC minislers.

I.DC ministersurged donorsin their declaration
lasl month Lo safcezuard aid allocalions Lo their
counlries and Lo provide V'substanually increased”™
external financial resources in line with the [J.N.-
adopled programme of aclion [or LDCs in Lhe
1990s. The declaration reiteraled the need for a
significant increase in real terms in the overall
resources available for U.N. deyeclopmenlaclivilies,
and in the need [or priorilty allocation of grant
resources toprogrammes and projectsin thelL.DCs.

LDCs haveborne thebruntofl shrinking voluntary
conlributions by induslrialised countries Lo Lthe
[I.N. development agencies like the [/ N.
Developmenl Proeramme (UNDP), Lthe ULN.
Population 'und (UNI'PA) and the U.N. Children's
Fund (UNICTF). The ministers also cited their roughly
100-billion-dollar debt -- compared Lo the overall
Third World deblof aboult 1.4 wrillion dollars -- and
their debt service burden as "'a major obstacle to
development efforts.”

LDC debl currenlly represenls Lthree-quarlers
of their combined gross national product (GNP)

IPS Daily Journal

Vol. | No. 164 page 3

while debl-ser icing claims one-[ifth of all L"KDU!’[‘%
The ministers called [or the cancellaton of
hilateral official debt and the implementation
ureenl and effeclive measures [or subslantia
reduction of their debtstock and deblservice owed
to multilateral financial institutionsand commercial
credilors.

The ministers also said that "'LDC's posilion in
world trade had become further mar b]ﬂﬂl]héd as
they sulfered a decline in the current value of their
lotal exports and their market share.” They urged
participants in the Uruguay Round of multilateral
lrade negolialions Lo cexpand their trading
opportunilies through unrestricled access Lo markels
-- free of all tariff and non-tarift barriers. i

‘THE GOOD AND THE BAD OF

AGRO-BIOTECHNOLOGY

BRUSSTLS, Oct | G (IPS) - Putting science to work, like
in lthe creation ‘super’ plants and animals may be
one way of producing enough food for the world's
growing population -- projected to reach 7.2 billion
by the year 2010, Bul for developing countrices
which generate 90 percentof thispopulation im:reafi

-- estimated at 95 million people annually -- the fa
doey eloping ‘agro-biolechnologzy’ seclor also raises
concern about the likely negative impact on Third
World economies.

These hopes and concerns were raised Saturday
by parficipants attending a symposium on Agro-
biotechnology for food security -- solutions for a
cslobal village', organised by Belegium's Development
Minister, Tric Derycke, to mark World Food Day.
"For developing countries, bio-technology can
conlribule greally Lo Lthe solulion of a number of
problems like sustainable production, health care
and protection of the environment, " said Derycke.

Bul he added: '"As wilh all technological
developments, biotechnology haspositiveaswellas
negative consequences for developing countries.
Subslitulion of primary commodilics,
industrialisation of agriculture and privatisation of
knowledge and technology are examples of the
laller.” Many scienlific processes [all under the
‘agro-biotech’ umbrella -- from the cloning of existing
gene types, selective breeding, production of
vaceines for animals, and chemical addilives Lo
improve crop vield or breed meatier animals.

It gives rise to hopes of tripling crop yields, .
supcr-plants producing their own [erulisers an
pesticides developed and cows with higher milk
vields. Professorl.ouise van Vloten-Doting, Director
of Aericulture al Lthe Agricultural Rescarch
Department, the Netherlands, cited currentresearch
to create detection Kits based on DNA to probe for

s (continued o1 Jrige +4)
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discases and parasiles in both plants and animals.

Inthe near fulure, this casy-lo-use, do-il-yoursell
type Kit, might be available to farms in the Third
World. She said: VEarly delecton of infections will
conlribute Lo suslainable agricullure and f[ood
security becauseitwill lead toasubstantial reduction
in the use of pesucides.”

Bul, she added:; AL the momentil is difficull Lo
predictwhether the price of such Kits will be suitable
or prohibitive for use in the developing world. ' This
[lip-side ol avro-bio lechruns the camulof rescarch,
Dr.lTenk ITobbelink, of the Barcelona-based Geneftic
Resource Acuon Inlernational -- "CRAIN' -- a non-
vovernmenlal organisation (NCO) moniloring the
sector, is one of the most critical of the current
‘slale-of-the-arl’.

"Perhaps the most salienl [ealure of the new
bio-technologies is perhaps that they are
predominantly being developed in the North, ™ said
Hobbelink. He quolted a report done [or the World
Bank in 1985 calculating that only 7.5 percent of
worldwide bio-ltech rescarch is done oulside the
Uniled Stales, the 1 2-member European Communily
and Japan. Qutside of that group, the research is
mainly conducled in Canada and Austlralia.

Whalt is more, the bulk of the rescarch is beiny

@ 1\ ORTH-SOUTH BATTLE OVER HUMAN
RIGHTS COMMISSIONER

(continued from [ront cover)

[Tuman Rights was one of the most contentious
issucs al the World Conflerence on Human Rights in
Vienna in June. After failing Lo reach agreement, the
Conference shifted the responsibility to the | 84-
member Ceneral Assembly.,

The Conference recommendeoed Lthal the General
Assembly, "as a matter of priority’’, consider ""the
queslion of the establishment of a High
Commissioner for Human Rights [or the promolion
and protection of all human rights.”” One Third
World delegale Lold IPS thatl the Vienna Conlerence
only asked the Assembly Lo consider V'the queslion
of the establishmentofalligh Commissioner --not
lthe eslablishment of the Commissioner ilsell.

Redzuan Kushairi, chairman of the Non-Aligned
Working Group on TTuman Rights is concerned
aboul the neutrality of the High Commissioner. He
lold IPS prior Lo the Vienna Conference thal he
feared the whole thing could be justanather political
excercise Lo humiliate Third World nalions. ‘
. “ls Lhis High Commissioner also going Lo

investigate humanrightsabusesin thellnited States?
Arc we going Lo allow him o probe rights violalions
in Brooklyn, the Bronx, Harlem and Los Angeles?”
he asked. Kushairiwas making animplicitreference
lo charees of police brulalily, discrimination and
richls violalions in U.S. citics and boroughs
dominated by African-Americans and Ilispanics.
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carricd oul by large mulu-national corporalons.
According Lo the Rome-Based 'l'ood and Agricullure
Organisation (FAQ), the five largest plant bio-
lechnology companies are all laree mulli-nauonal
corporalions wilh inlerests 1n agro-chemical sales.
They are NDupoant, ICT, Monsanto, Sandoz and Ciba-
Geigy., The bulk of on-voing [ield work of such
companics is geared Lo crealng crops which are
more tolerant to herbicides. This lucrative research
comes before that inlo resislance Lo the pests and
insccels themsely es.,

[Tobbelink said: ""The logic seems oabvious:
herbicide resistanl crops would increase the sales
of the herbicidesrom the same orother companices.
The logic for small third world farmers and food
sccurily isless obvious: more chemicals mean hivher
cosls, more damage Lo the environmenl and a
higher risk to food security.”” Another minefield 1s
thal rescarch is being concenlraled on a narrow
band of zencelic malterial, Such uniformily could
seriously undermine the objective of developing
morce suslainable agricullure.

Hobbelink is also worried aboul the effecls on
Third World economies of substitution of crops like
sugar, cocoa, bananas and vegelable oils, and says
no crop is sale [rom the bio-race, |

Al a meeling of the 110-member Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) last week, several Third World
delesales said they [eared the WesLeould be planning
0 rush lhrougzh Lhe proposal wilhoul open
discussion. Some Western countries have said they
wanl the proposal Lo be discussed al closed-door
meelines by a small working group, and if necessary,
to take decisions by vote. .

BulNAM members insistthal the proposal should
be discussed al open-ended mectings of all 184
member-states with written records of the
discussions. They say decisions should be taken by
consensus because rying Lo vole a High
Commissioner into office would be counter-
produclive,

NAMalsoagreed thaltthe High Commissioner [or
[Tuman Rights should be just one of several issues
-- nol the sole issuce -- thal should be discussed as a
follow-up o the Vienna Conference. The North and
the South also disagree on whether the TIligh
Commissioner should report o the Securily Council
or Lo the Ceneral Assembly. The North [avours Lthe
Security Counciland the South the General Assembly.

Wriling in the New York Times last month,
former U.S. President Jimmy Carter favoured the
General Assembly route: the Commissioner "'should
be imparual and independent, appointed by the
General Assembly, Lo whichheor shewould reporl.”™
“"This is an important sateguard to avoid the
sclecuvily and the double standards pervading the
work of the Commission (on Human Rizhis) and the
Security Council, ’ Carter said. =
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NEWSBRIEFS...

U.N. LINKS ECONOMIC AID TO HUMAN RIGHTS
RECORD

GENTVA, Oct | 8 (TPS) - The UUnited Nations will not
offer cconomic cooperalion Lo Equa lorial Cuinea if
itdoes nolimprove ils human rights record, said a
senior UJ.N. official here Monday.

“In Equalorial Cuinca there are no political
rights, [reedom of the press does nolexisland the
condition of prisoners of conscience is
calastrophic,”” Unilted Nalions special envoy,
Alcjandro Arlucio, said on hisreturn [roma visil Lo
the country.

The West Alfrican coaslal slale gained ils
independence [rom Spain in 1968, and has been
ruled since then by a military regime. The present
President, Ceneral Teodoro Obiang Mba Nzago,
head of the Supreme Military Council, took power
from his uncle ina 1979 coup and later had him
execuled [or erimes against humanily. Regarding
parliamentary elections scheduled for November
21, Artucio said of the | 3 non-government parties,
len had already announced that they would be
boycotting the pollin protestat Obiang’s failure to
meet committments to free and fair vating...

VENEZUELA, MEXICO OPPOSE UNILATERAL
INVASION OF HAITI

CARACAS, Oct. |8 (IPS) - In separate statements
Monday, Venezucela and Mexico said Lthey opposced
any unilaleral military invasion of Haili Lo ousl the
country's military regime. In Caracas, Venezuelan
[oreign minister ernando Ochoa said he rejectled
any unilateral U.S, invasion of Hailu, bul supporLed
a multi-lateral operation against [Taiti's military
vovernment, within the framework of the Uniled
Nalions. -

And in Mexico City, the foreign ministry said it
supporled the UN.-imposed rade embareo, “bul
will oppose any eventual unilateral action of any
countryagainstllaiti, and, inparticular, anyarmed
inlerventon.” Ochoa said thal despile persislent
news media reports to the contrary, he did not
think Washington wasatthemoment contemplating
an invasion of Hailu. Venezuela supported the re-
imposition of the tradeembargo, he said, aswell as
the deployment of warships to enforce if....

Published Monday through I'riday by Inter Press Service news agency

IPS news avency provides a daily news wire service from and Lo more than 100 countries [or more Lhan
1.000 mediaand other clientsinl 2 lanzuages. IPSalsovoces lospecialised audiencesincluding diplomals,
and the APC e-mail network which reaches over [ 5,000 non-governmental organisations (NGOs) world-

BRITAIN, FRANCE, U.S. PUSH FOR TIGHTER
SANCTIONS ON LIBYA

[INTTTT) NATTONS, Qct | 8 (IPS) - Three of the 1J.N.
Scecurily Council'sfive permanentmembers Monday
declared their inlention Lo pursue Ughler sanclions
against [Libya. The ambassadors of Britain, France
and the United States mel Lo [ind ways of pushing a
resolulion they had labled at the Council wo weeks
ago, calling for anembargo on all l.ibyan oil-related
machinery and a [recze on ils overscas assels,

Onc U.S, source said thal Washinelon was secure
it had the necessary votes to pass the resolution,
despile recenl objeclons [rom Arab slales and
China aboulmoving loo hasuly. BulCouncil President
Ronaldo Sardenberg of Brazil said the body will still
awall ""further developments' beflore voling.,

The vote has been delayed several times as the
Counciland Secretary-GeneralBoutros Boutros-Ghali
awailed sleps [rom Libya lowards resolving wo
plane bombings invaolving British, French and 1].5.
citizens. But the three permanent members urged
slronger aclon, arguing that the impositon last
year of sanctions -- cutting direct air links to libya
and preventing arms commerce with Tripoli -- had
scen litde effecl.

The sanctions supporters quickened the pace ir.
response Lo a rebull from lawyers of lwo suspecls
soughtin the 1988 bombing of a Pan American planc
over lLockerbie, Scotland. T.ast week, lawyers for
Abdel Basselal-Mcegrahi and Lamen Khalifa himah,
whom Washinglon and London both insist should be
tried in one of their nations, said that neither man
would stand trial cither in Britain or the Uniled
Slales,

Tripoli argues that though it would not oppose
allowing the suspecls Lo be ried in cither counlry,
ilwould notforce their extradition. The covernment
of Col. Muammar Qaddafi tried to push matters by
gelung lawyers from Scoland o talk to the suspects’
defence attorney, but that attempt ended in last
week's rebuff.

Washinglonand Londonhave argued that Qaddali
15 stalling, and will never agree to give up the two
suspects. Al-Megrahi and Fhimah both belong to the
Mcerahi clan, as does powerful Libyan junta leader
lieut. Abdelsalam Jaloud --a factor reportedly slowing
(Qaddafi's hand on extradition requests....

wide, The agency provides special coverage of developmentissues and closely [ollows the work of the

U.N. and ils specialised agencies.

1’S. Uniled Nauons, Room 4835, New York, N.Y. 10017

1e¢l.(212)963-6156/751-325

o, Fax (212)754-2791 /888-6099 i




