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"The stigma remains: i Man should work and

the woman shoul d mai ntain the househol d? When

the fam |y does not have enough then it is the

not her who has forego her neal, andif thereis |ess
noney to spend on education, it is again the girl
who has to drop out? she said.

Worren in poverty, and legal literacy were

among the main itens di scussed by the del egates
fromthe 45 nenber nations and ot her national

i nter-governnmental and non-governnenta

organi sations attending the conference, which
WESTERN NATI ONS BENEFI T AS

HOSTS TO U. N. ORGANI SATI ONS

(Conti nued from Front Cover)

(UNI CEF), the UN. Popul ation Fund (UNFPA) and

the UUN Institute for Training and Research

(UNI TAR) .

Switzerl and hosts 13 U. N. bodies, including

the Wrld Health O ganisation (WHO, the U N

Conf er enceonTr ade andDeyel O i ent ( UNCTAD) _.

the International Labour Ogan athl’l (ILO. the
General Agreenment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT),

the U.N. H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees and the
World Metereol ogi cal O ganisation (WO).

The U. N. University (UNU) is based in Tokyo,

the U.N. Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi sation (UNESCO) in Paris, and the Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO in Rone.

The U.N. Industrial Devel opnent Organi sation

and the International Atonic Energy Agency (| AEA)
are based in Vienna, the International Court of
Justice inthe Hague, and thel nternational Maritine
Organi sation in Britain.

According, to estimtes providedby thedlU, the
econom c gains for Switzerland anmount to 156
dollars per capita, and for the United States about
4.2 dollars per capita.

In 1990, the U N system excluding the Wrld

Bank and the International Monetary Fund (I M),
spent a total of $7.5 billion. O this, about $3.7
billion were spent on operational activities for
devel opnent in Third Wrld countries

The JIU says that this would inply that the 4.0
billion peoples of the devel oping world received in
1990 a per capita inconme of 0.9 dollars fromthe
organi sati ons of the system

The report points out that the reason for the
geogr aphi cal concentration of the U N systemin
Europe and North Anerica would seemto be

mai nly historical.

Eur opean and North American nenber-states

were not only the principal architects of the U N
system but they also formed the majority of the
original nenmbership of nbst of the organi sations.
ends on Friday.

The Secretary Generalls report observed that in
1990, 19.4 percent of the world nml e popul ati on was
illiterate conpared to 33.6 percent of the wonen.
Nearly all the female illiterates are cbncentrated in
t he devel opi ng nations, the report added.
Conparative figures in Bangl adesh are even

nore extrene where the literacy rate for nenis 47
percent, conpared to 22-percent for the wonen,

sai dJahan, Bangl adeshi s pernanent representative



to the United Nations in New York.

Equally inmportant is the fact that in the 1940s,

Eur ope may have appeared to be the centre of the
world withits col onial dependencies spread across

t he gl obe.
The United States, for its part, energed from
Wrld War Il as the forenost architect of the UN

charter guarantor of world peace and security
together with the forner Soviet Union

But the report points out that the world of

1990s bears 1little,ifany, conparison with that of
1945-1950 when the U N. systemcame into be. ng.
The practical application of the new world

agenda requires the organisations to intensify
their interactions with all nmenber states, says the
report. "Such interactions would be enhanced by

a nore deliberate spread of the organi sations".
The JIU al so says the share of world economic

out put and scal e of assessed contributions to the
budgets of the organi sati ons may not be sufficient
justification either for the present pattern of
headquarters | ocati ons.

If such criteria were decisive, the JIU adds,
Germany, Japan and the Russi an Federation woul d
be anong the forenost candi dates to host sone of
the organi sati ons.

I ndi spensabl e and i nportant as they may be to

the functioning and mssion of the U N system
economnmi ¢ and financial considerations should not
detract fromthe nore inportant substantive
attributes of the system it says.

The JI U says these attributes are the lofty
charter ideals and universality, equality of nations,
neutrality, multicultural pluralismand
denocracti c val ue systenVThese uni que

attributes carry no price tagf the report says.
11There is no doubt that the present

headquarters | ocations have very well served the
organi sations and their nmenber-states for the
past 47 years.

"But the absorptive capacity of sonme of these

| ocati ons may now be under strain, and sone
countries in the southern hemn sphere and

el sewhere have nade adequate progress to serve

as hosts to sonme of the organisations,” the JIU
adds. |
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to have gai ned control of about 70 percent of the
country since hostilities resuned after the

Sept enber el ecti ons.

Dos Santos, Popul ar Movenent for the

Li beration of Angola (MPLA) party gained a clear
majority in the countryis national assenbly in the
U. N. - supervi sed pol |

And Dos Santos hinmself felljust shy of the 50
percent maj ority needed in the presidential race to
avoid a run-off with UNITAi s | eader, Jonas Sayi nbi,
who won about 40 percent of the vote.

Despite the U Nfs certification that the

ball oting was free and fair, Sayinbi rejected the
results, withdrew his forces fromthe newWy unified
arny, and began a series of mlitary offensives

whi ch have plunged the country back into war

Washi ngt on has repeatedly denounced

Sayi mbiis actions which it clains have yiolated the
May 1991 Bicesse peace accords That agreenent

was medi ated by Portugal, the former Soviet Union
and the United States.

But, despite urging fromPortugal. Russia, and

its West European allies, Washington has so far
declined to offer diplomatic recognition to Luanda
and the MPLA

Sone US officials _- mainly fornmer President

Bush admi ni stration officers -- have argued
successfully that recogni sing Luanda now woul d

t hrow away what ever bargai ning | everage

Washi ngton has left with UN TAT

Mor ei nportant, accordingto these officials, is

to use that |leverage in getting UNI TA back into
negoti ati ons with Luanda and restoringthe country
to peace.

But these sane officials, who have not yet been
repl aced by Cintonls ownAfrica team have grown
increasingly frustrated and angry with UN TAK;
actions, especially its failure late last nmonth to
show up in Addis Ababa for U N -sponsored talks
One Congressional source involved in drafting
Thursdayl s resolution said the Abidjanis talks are
designed to give UNI TA "one | ast chance" to show
its good faith. She said that policynakers are now
"definitely | eaning towards recognition"” for
Luanda.

Thursdayl s resolution is clearly designed

to encourage themon that path. In addition to

the Denocratic chairs of the two Congressiona
subcommittees, it has the backing of

Republ i can Senat ors Nancy Kassebaum and

James Jef fords

The resol ution al so places the blanme for post-

el ectionfighting -- which is estinated to taken well
over 20,000 lives -- squarely on UNITA. It notes
that Luanda "has continued to work with the

United Nations to resurrect a negotiated settlenent.
VWile UNITA has called for the renmoval of United
Nati ons personnel from Angola, refused to
participate in additional attenpts to negotiate and
threatened to carry out viol ence against United

St at es conpani es operating throughout Angol a".

The resol ution al so notes that Washingtonis
response to the current crisis "will setaninportant
precedent for action in newy energing

denocraci es el sewhere in Africa?



WORLD BANK CONDI TI ONS

BRI NG PAI N, SAYS

BANGLADESH

by Sent hil Rat nasabapa thy

Vi enna, Mar 25 (IPS) - The conditions which
acconpany |l oans frominternational |ending

agencies like the Wrld Bank for project

devel opnent in the Third World, usually bring
hardship to women and children, charged a

Bangl adeshi U. Nt representative Thursday,

"The Structural Adjustnment Programres (SAPs)

af fects our social programes. And it is the wonen
and children who are nostly affected by these
demands, " said |Ismat Jahan, a participant at the

3 7th session of the UN. Comm ssion of the Status

of Worren.

UN. Secretary CGeneral Boutros Boutros- Ghal

alluded to this as well in a report he subnitted to
the Conmi ssion for discussion during its ten-day
session. Policies made by agencies at the

i nternational and regional |levels "frequently

i npi nge on the lives of the poorif. said Ghali in his
report

“International trade agTeenents...and the
managenment of bal ance of paynents: all these
have inmplications for the social and econonic
condi tions under whi chwornen in poverty cope.

And in a resolution passed Thursday, the
Conmi ssi on concl uded that poverty adversely

af fects wonen noreso than nen; it also called
upon governments to fornulate strategies to

eradi cate poverty takinginto account the specific
requi renents of wonen living in poverty.

Al t hough wonen are the backb one of the rura
econony in devel oping nations, it is they who are
nost vul nerable to situations of extreme poverty,
the Commi ssi on resol ution noted.

Jahan said his country -- one of the poorest in
the world -- was a perfect exanple of this. Neither
gover nment programres nor | egislation had

hel ped the cause of wonen -- nobst of whomlive in

rural areas, and Virtually all of whom suffer from
gender discrimnation and age old traditions.
(conti nued on Page 5)
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He said that in order to significantly inprove

the human rights picture, Canada "needs a \Wol e

| ot nmore work". The new eportfocuses on severa
areas in Wiich native people face discrimnation
and hardshi p.

It calls the physical conditions onmany I ndian
reservations "a severe probl em of persistent and
wi despread human suffering”.

The report says "thewel | -docunented shortage

of adequate housing and services is only the nost
striking exanple of the squalid social conditions
that still prevail in many aboriginal comunities?
A Parlianentary report presented late |last year

by Canadais three main parties outlined the housing
crisis in Canadian native conmunities. In that
report, titled Time for Aetioni, the ruling
Progressive Conservatives, as well as the Liberals,
and the New Denocratic Party said 1.6 billion U S.
dol l ars was needed to correct the nost glaring
aspects of the crisis.

"Peopl e are al ways tal king about the Third

World countries, but we have a terrible situation
right here -- nO runningwater. diseases, and so on
related to housing, 1 i said Charlie Hill, spokesperson
for the aboriginal grouping Assenblies of First
Nati ons (AFN) at the tine of the reports rel ease.
Only half of the 70,000 housing units on

reserves are considered suitable for habitation
and 30 per cent have no sewage or running water
facilities. In some communities, sewage flows

t hrough open trenches.

The Canadi an Human Ri ghts Comm ssion al so

notes that the nunber ofnatiye peoplein Canadi an
prisons is increasing. Native people accounted for
9.6 percent of the prison population in 1987. But
the figure had clinbed to 111 percent by 1991

The Conmission also criticises the Canadi an

gover nrent f or f ai | i ngt oapol ogi setol nuitfamlies

who were relocated between 1953 and 1957 from
northern Quebec to the H gh Arctic, where they

had difficulty surviving

TThe governments rather grudgi ng and

ungener ous positionappeared to be that whatever
hardshi ps resulted fromthe relocation, the federa
authorities had not acted inproperly, and since
there was no evidence of wongdoings in this
sense, no apol ogy was warranted," the report
states.

The Conmi ssion says that conditions for native
people will inprove only when they have nore
control over their own lives. It therefore calls for
the resolution ofland clains so that native people
can have an econom ¢ base, and iturges continued
progress towards native sel f-governnent.

The report says the spiritual crisis that led to

a wave of suicides within the Innu comunity of
Davis Inlet, off Canada’s southeastern coast, is
related to the | ack of power native people in
Canada have over their own affairs.

It calls for a renewal of the agreenent for self-
government that was contained ina constitutiona
package that the governnent recomended | ast

year.

The proposed constitution was defeated in a

public referendum



But the Conmi ssion urges the federa

government to pursue self- governnent

"i ndependent of any |arger constitutiona
agreenent”.

"Whensucha significant transformati on of the

rel ati onshi pbet ween abori gi nal and non-abori gi na
Canadi ans is within our sights, it would be

i nexcusable to delay," the Comm ssion says. |

U S. LAWKRKERS CALL FOR

RECOGNI TI ON OF ANGOLAN

GOVERNVENT

by jim Lobe

Washi ngton, Mar 25 (IPS) - Leaders of the Africa
subcomm ttees in the US. Congress called on
President Bill dintonhere Thursday to i mredi ately
recogni se the governnent of Angol an President
Eduar do dos Sant os.

In a concurrent resolution introduced in both

the House of Representatives and the Senate. the

| awmakers al so urged Clinton to appoint a specia
envoy to go to Angol a to hel prenew cease-fire tal ks
bet ween t he Luanda governnment and the UNI TA

rebel novenent.

The resolution also called for Washington to

urge UN. Secretary- Ceneral Boutros Boutros- Ghal
to utake whatever steps nay be necessary to
facilitateaceasefireandbuild anaceeptabl eclimate
for a Presidential election in Angol a?

It said such steps may include increasing the

UN, presence in Angola to supervise a ceasefire
and denpbilise the two sides in the civil war which
resurmed foll owi ngUNI TAis defeat in elections |ast
Sept enber .

I ntroduction of the resolution, co-sponsored

by Denobcrats on the House Africa subcommittee

and both Denocrats and Republicans in the Senate
Africa subcommittee, coincided with a renewed ’
UTS. effort to get the warring sides in Angol a back
to the negotiating table.

A U S. del egati on headed by Deputy Assi stant
Secretary of State for AfricanAffairs J eff Davi dow
reportedly sat down with senior UNITA | eaders in
Abi dj an, Cote dllvoire, earlier Thursday in their
first face-to-face talks in well over a nonth.

UNI TA, Which was backed by the U S. and South
Africa during nost of the 16-year civil war Which
f ol | owedAngol ai s i ndependencein 1975, is believed
(continued on page 4)
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phase between the end of the cold war and a new
system of international relations, sone traits of
the future world order, inwhich the United Nations
WIIl play an essential role, are already being
out | i ned;

"Dogmatic and singular formulaell mnust not

be adopted, Col onbo said. Asked whether he
thoughtit possible to conceive a neworder w thout
the powerful countries really del egating power to
the United Nations, he said "post-cold war events
-- the @ulf War, the crisis in fornmer Yugoslavia and
international intervention in Somalia point to a
di fferent approach."

"The powerful nations remai nsuch, and do not

del egate their powers to the UN. What they do is
submit themto a process of legitimtion which
inevitably, inplies conditions and limts,"

Col onbo ar gued.

"The power of nations is thus directed towards

the achi evenent of ains which, though they may
respond to the interests of the countries concerned.
al so correspond to the objectives of the

internati onal comunity. based on the UN charter
and Security Council resolutionsT,

He said "if there is any delegation, it is being
done by the international conmunity to the
countries which have real power so that, under the
UN, s nandate, they pursue the ains 'set by the
conmunity itsel f: defence agai nst aggression

mai nt enance or reestablishnent of peace.

hurmani tari an ai d"

Col onbo, a former Prime Mnister of Italy, 3

the current president of Christian Denocrats

i nternational

Gving his Views on the peacekeeping role of

the United Nations, Col onbo said that, together
with a permanent UN military force, "we must be
prepared to establish multinational forns of

i ntervention. under national flags, but always wth
the mandate of the United Nations?

To denonstrate the two hypot heses were valid.

he pointed to the particular case of intervention in
Sonal i a.

"Once phase one, which is multinational. is

concl uded, phase two will be inplemented This
consists in the use offorces under the UN flag, w he
sai d.

Col onbo said the use of military instrunments

could only be conceived in close relation with

ot her fundamental aspects of intervention by the

i nternational conmunity.

Thi si ncl uded "preventive action on the politica
and di plomatic plane, nediation efforts ained at
resolving the political causes of conflicts and the
wor k of constructing peace," Col onbo sai d.

Peace, he expl ai ned, "begins once weapons are
silenced and the focus is placed on cooperation
Wth econom c devel opnent and the establishnment

of healthy civil societies which are pluralistic and
have efficient adm nistrations.”

The Foreign M nister deplored the insufficiency

of exi stingmechani sms for the "prevention of the
causes of conflicts, although both internationa
organi sns and states have al ready becone aware

of the need to reinforce them"



Citing exanples of Italyls role in this sphere,

he said that, "in Myzanbi que, our nediation
contributed ina determ nant way to the concl usion
of a peace accord that Italian forces under the UN

flag will nowtry to maintain.'
"The sane conponents -- nedi ation, peace-
keepi ng, devel opnent aid -- also characterize the

Italian commitnment in Somalia, while Italian
soldiers are participating in a humanitarian effort
in Albania and in the pacification and
reconstruction of Canbodia," he said.

The instrunments which the internationa

conmunity has at its disposal constitute a
"conpl ex, delicate and inpeiifectllnmechanism in
the eyes of the Foreign Mnister.

Therefore. HWE must seek to ensure that

everyone respects the rules and that their
application _ in extrene cases their inposition - is
the same for all," Col onbo concl uded

CANADAI S HUMAN RI GHTS

| MAGE TARNI SHED BY

TREATMENT OF NATI VE

PECPLE, SAYS COWM SSI ON

bi! Stepl-ien Dale

Qtawa, Mar 25 (IPS) - Canadals treatnment of its
native peoples has sullied its reputation in the
area of human rights, says a report by the Canadi an
Human Ri ghts Commi ssi on.

The Conmi ssion, a federally supported

i ndependent body, says while Canada stands out

as "a nodel of rectitudel, on human rights issues,
"the sad history of its relationship with its
abori gi nal peopl es” has consistently tarnished

that image.

The Conmi ssion has just released its 1992

report which says the best way to inprove rel ations
bet ween abori gi nal peoples and the mai nstream

soci ety would be to introduce native self-rule.

Max Yal den, head of the Conm ssion, told

reporters here Wednesday he woul d gi ve Canada a

i B-mnusi grade for its overall performance on
donmesti c humanrights issues, including aborigina
rights, equality of the sexes, and protection of the
di sabl ed.

(conti nued on page 3)
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WESTERN NATI ONS BENEFI T

AS HOSTS "i 0 UN

ORGA ' | SA FI ONS

by Thalif Deen

New York, Mar 25 (IPS) - The United States and
ST'tTItZElI'l and are two of the biggest beneficiaries of
the United Nations, earning nore than a. billion
doiiars a year each as headquarters to severa
aftthated organs of the world body.

The Joint Inspection Unit (JIU). a watchdog

body of the United Nations. has; Cted Austria.
Britain, Canada, France. Italt. Japan and the

Net her|l ands, as sone of the other-tountties which
make noney as hosts to institutions in the UN
famly

The JI U argued for the breakup of this

| ongst andi ng nonopoly sayingthat in relation to
the gl obal constitutency of the United Nations. the
present |ocations for UN bodi es appear skewed
"Theyareal | geogtaphieally distantfrom close

to 80 percent of the constituency conprising the
popul ati ons of the devel opi ng nmenbetwstates oi "
the world t smth? the JIU said in a report rel eaeed
here.

Curi’'t iiy two devel opi ng countiies host
non-regi oh Ninstitutions _, the Dominican
Republic, home of the International Research and
Training Institute for the Advancenent of Wnen

(I NSTRAW, and Kenya hone of the UN

Envi ronnment Programme (UNEP)and theU N Centre

for Human Settlenents (Habitat).

This list excludes U N_ regional ECOHO I TI C
conmi ssi ons whi ch have a specific geographica
focus and mandate. These include the Econom c

Comm ssion for Africa in Addis Ahaba and the
Econom ¢ and Social Council for Asia and the
Paci fi c (ESCAP) in Bangkok.

The United States is the site of the UN
headquarters and al so hosts the UN. Devel oprent
Programme (UNDP), the UN. Childrenis Fund
(continued on Page 5)
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FOREI GN M NI STER FAVOURS

NEW SYSTEM TO BRI NG

WORLD ORDER

by f 0192 Pi ml

Rome. Mar 2 3 (IFS) - The world, currently wacked
M political and human tragedi es, needs a new

wt gemto guarantee peace using a pernmanent UN
L-Etdtt’ force together with nultinational fornms
ofintert’ention. says Italian Foreign Mnister Emlio
Col onbo.

"Thewor | di s goi ngt hr oughat ransi ti onphase
characterized by political and especially. human
tragedi es.” Col onbo saidin an exclusive interview
with IPSV Tilt needs a new international system
capabi e Of guaranteei ng peace and the rights of



peopl es N

The so-called mew worl d order, has not yet

been constructed and WII| not energe

spont aneousl y. Col onbo said. To achieve it, an
Hendl ess nunber ofobstacles and difficulties wll
hate to he surnounted

Neverthel ess, he beliei ed thatinthe transitional
(trottttr-ttted an Page. 2)
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