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SPEECH OF THE DEPUTY PRESI DENT OF THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS,
NELSON MANDELA, AT THE RALLY OF THE SOUTH AFRI CAN COVMUNI ST
PARTY: JOHANNESBURG, JULY 29, 1990.

COVRADE CHAI RIVAN,

CONRADES AND FRI ENDS:

THIS IS AN | MPORTANT DAY IN THE PCLI TI CAL HI STORY OF OUR COUNTRY.
IT IS A DAY WH CH SHOULD G VE COVFORT AND HOPE TO EVERYBODY I N
SQUTH AFRI CA WHO CALLS HI MBELF OR HERSELF A DEMOCRAT. IT IS

| MPORTANT BECAUSE | T MARKS THE END OF A PERI OD OF EXACTLY 40
YEARS, DURI NG WHI CH THE DECLARED Al M AND PRACTI CE OF THE STATE
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WAS TO . SUPPRESS ALL POLITI CAL OPI NI ON Wil bh WAD NUI Lmu 1r nm 01
THE RULI NG NATI ONAL PARTY AS LEG TI MATE AND PERM SSI BLE. SURELY,
THERE ARE, TODAY, HAPPY SM LES ON THE FACES OF THE PCLI TI CAL

THI NKERS WHO SAI D THAT, THOUGH THEY M GHT DI SAGREE W TH OPPGOSI NG
VI EWs THAT SOVE PEOPLE M GHT EXPRESS, THEY WOULD NEVERTHELESS
DEFEND W TH THEI R LI VES THE DEMOCRATI C RI GHT OF SUCH OPPONENTS TO
EXPRESS THEI R VI EV\&.

THE ANC |'S NOT A COVMUNI ST PARTY. BUT AS A DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY,
I T HAS FOUGHT AND WLL CONTINUE TO FI GHT FOR THE RI GHT OF THE
COMVUNI ST PARTY TO EXI ST. AS A MOVEMENT FOR NATI ONAL LI BERATI ON,
THE ANC HAS NO MANDATE TO ESPOUSE A MARXI ST | DEOLOGY. BUT AS A
DEMOCRATI C MOVEMENT, AS A PARLI AMENT OF THE PECPLE OF OUR
COUNTRY, THE ANC HAS DEFENDED AND W LL CONTI NUE TO DEFEND THE
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Rl GHT OF ANY SQUTH AFRI CAN TO ADHERE TO THE MARXI ST | DEOLOGY | F
THAT IS THEIR W SH.

TO US AS A DEMOCRATI C MOVEMENT, THE LESSON OF OUR HI STORY IS VERY
CLEAR I T IS WHAT THE PECPLES OF EUROPE LEARNT DURI NG THE
TURBULENT DECADE OF THE NI NETEEN THI RTI ES, WHEN FASCI SM BEGAN | TS
ASSAULT ON DEMOCRACY BY LAUNCHI NG A VI OLENT OFFENSI VE AGAI NST THE
COWUNI STS. IT IS THE SAME LESSON THAT THE PECPLE OF THE UNI TED
STATES LEARNT DURI NG THE DECADE OF THE NI NETEEN FI FTI ES, WHEN THE
FORCES OF MACARTHYI SM LAUNCHED AN ASSAULT Al MED AT UNDERM NI NG
THE DEMOCRATI C HERI TAGCE OF THE AMERI CAN PECPLE, BY CONDUCTI NG A
VI RULENT OFFENSI VE AGAI NST COVMUNI ST AND LEFT OPI NI ON.

THEOLOG ANS OF THE GERMAN CHURCH UNDERSTOOD THESE PROCESSES VERY
VELL WHEN THEY SAI D THE CHRI STI AN CHURCH DI D NOTHI NG WHEN THE



EV

NAZI S ATTACKED THE COVMUNI STS. AND AGAI N THE CHURCH DI D NOTHI NG
WHEN THE NAZI S TURNED THEI R BRUTAL ATTENTI ON TO THE SOCI ALI STS.
AND VHEN THE NAZI S TURNED AGAI NST CHRI STI AN MEN AND WOVEN OF
CONSCI ENCE, THE CHURCH FOUND THAT THERE WAS NOBODY TO DEFEND I T.
THIS IS A M STAKE THE ANC NEVER MADE, BECAUSE WE UNDERSTOOD THAT
THE BANNI NG OF THE COMMUNI ST PARTY I N 1950, WAS BUT A PRELUDE TO
THE SUPPRESSI ON OF ALL DEMOCRATI C OPI NI ON IN OUR COUNTRY. THIS IS
A LESSON THAT THOSE W THI N THE NATI ONAL PARTY, WHO CONSI DER
THEMSELVES TO BE DEMOCRATS, NEED TO LEARN VERY QUI CKLY. THE
LESSON THEY NEED TO LEARN | S THAT I T wAS FUNDAMENTALLY WRONG TO
HAVE ENACTED THE SUPPRESSI ON OF COVMUNI SM ACT I N 1950. THE LESSON
THEY NEED TO LEARN IS THAT I T IS FUNDAMENTALLY WRONG TODAY TO
SEEK TO BUI LD AN ATMOSPHERE OF DEMOCRATI C TOLERANCE OF DI FFERENT
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VI EWs BY ATTEMPTI NG TO DEMONI SE THOSE WHO CHOOSE TO HOLD

COVMUNI ST OPI NI ONS. SUCH A POSTURE LEADS TO ONE THI NG AND ONE

THI NG ONLY, NAMELY, THE DENI AL AND SUPPRESSI ON OF DEMOCRACY

| TSELF.

WE ARE HERE TODAY TO PARTI Cl PATE WTH YOU I N THE PUBLI C LAUNCH OF
THE COVMUNI ST PARTY, 40 YEARS AFTER I T WAS BANNED. WE DO THI S
BECAUSE DURI NG THE NEARLY 70 YEARS OF | TS EXI STENCE, THE

COVMUNI ST PARTY HAS DI STI NGUI SHED | TSELF AS AN ALLY I N THE COVVON
STRUGGLE TO END THE RACI AL OPPRESSI ON AND EXPLO TATI ON OF THE
BLACK MASSES OF OUR COUNTRY. | T HAS FOUGHT SIDE BY SIDE WTH THE
ANC FOR THE COMMON OBJECTI VE OF THE NATI ONAL LI BERATI ON OF OUR
PEOPLE, W THOUT SEEKI NG TO | MPOSE | TS VI EW5 ON OUR MOVEMENT.

I T HAS BEEN AND | S A DEPENDABLE FRI END WHO RESPECTED OUR
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CONGRESSI TES WHO, AS MEMBERS OF THE ANC, HAVE PROPAGATED AND
DEFENDED THE PCLI Cl ES OF OUR MOVEMENT, | NCLUDI NG THE FREEDOM
CHARTER, W THOUT HESI TATI ON. THEY HAVE THEREFORE G VEN STRENGTH
TO OQUR OANN MOVEMENT, WHATEVER THEI R SEPARATE PERSPECTI VES M GHT
BE AS AN | NDEPENDENT POLI TI CAL FORNATI ON.

| TS LEADERS HAVE BEEN CLOSE FRI ENDS AND COLLEAGUES OF THE LEADERS
OF CUR MOVEMENT. THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE COVMUNI ST PARTY,
COVRADE JOE SLOVO | S AN OLD FRIEND. THERE | S AN OLD ESTABLI SHED
FRI ENDSHI P BETWEEN H' S FAM LY AND M NE. WE VEENT TO UNI VERSI TY
TOGETHER. WE WERE CO- ACCUSED I N THE TREASON TRI AL OF 1956 TO
1961.
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OVER THE YEARS, WVE HAVE SHARED THE SAME VI EWs ON FUNDANMENTAL

| SSUES TO DO W TH ENDI NG THE CRI M NAL SYSTEM OF APARTHEI D AND THE
DEMOCRATI C TRANSFORMVATI ON OF OUR COUNTRY. TODAY WE SHARE THE SAME
VI EWs ABOUT THE VI TAL | MPORTANCE AND URGENCY OF ARRI VI NG AT A
PCOLI TI CAL SETTLEMENT THROUGH NEGOTI ATI ONS, | N CONDI TI ONS OF PEACE
FOR ALL OUR PECPLE.

THI' S PERSONAL AND POLI TI CAL RELATI ONSHI P HAS BEEN ABLE TO ENDURE
OVER THE DECADES PRECI SELY BECAUSE JOE SLOVO AND HI S COLLEAGUES
IN THE COVWUNI ST PARTY HAVE UNDERSTOOD AND RESPECTED THE FACT
THAT THE ANC |'S AN | NDEPENDENT BODY. THEY HAVE NEVER SOUGHT TO
TRANSFORM THE ANC | NTO A TOOL AND A PUPPET OF THE COVMMUNI ST
PARTY. THEY HAVE FOUGHT TO UPHOLD THE CHARACTER OF THE ANC AS THE
PARLI AMENT OF THE OPPRESSED, CONTAINING WTHI N I T PEOPLE W TH
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PERSPECTI VE OF NATI ONAL EMANCI PATI ON REPRESENTED BY THE FREEDOM
CHARTER.

EVEN WHEN WE GOT TOGETHER W TH COVRADE JCE SLOVO AND OTHERS | N
1961 TO FORM THE PEOPLE S ARMY, UMKHONTO WE S| ZWE, WE UNDERSTOOD
THAT UVMKHONTO WAS NOT THE SAME THI NG AS THE ANC. AS A M LI TARY
FORVATI ON, UVKHONTO WE SI ZWE HAS M LI TARY TASKS TO PERFORM AS A
POLI TI CAL MOVEMENT, W TH A DI STI NGUI SHED AND UNCHALLENGED HI STORY
OF COW TMENT TO A PEACEFUL SCLUTI ON, THE ANC HAS NEVER ABANDONED
THE STRATEGY OF NONAVI OLENT STRUGGLE, EVEN WHEN THE APARTHEI D
REG ME DI D EVERYTHING IN I TS PONER TO MAKE SUCH STRUGGLE

| MPOSSI BLE.

THOSE WHO TODAY POSE AS EXPERTS ON THE STRUCTURE AND STRATEGY OF
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OUR BROAD MOVEMENT FOR NATI ONAL LI BERATI ON MUST UNDERSTAND THESE
ABC' S OF OUR STRUGGLE. THOUGH THEY HAVE ACTED TOGETHER AS ONE
FORCE FOR THE EMANCI PATI ON OF OUR PEOPLE, THE ANC, THE COVMUNI ST
PARTY AND UMKHONTO WE SI ZWB ARE NOT ONE THI NG AND SHOULD NOT BE
DI SSOLVED | NTO A SI NGLE NON- EXI STENT ORGANI SATI ON.

DEAR COVRADES AND FRI ENDS:

THE OBJECTI VE VWE HAVE PURSUED SI NCE OUR FORMATI ON 78 YEARS AGO
REMAI NS UNCHANGED. WE MUST MOVE W TH ALL PGSSI BLE SPEED TO

ABCLI SH THE APARTHEI D SYSTEM AND TO TRANSFORM SOUTH AFRI CA I NTO A
UNI TED, DEMOCRATI C, NON- RACI AL AND NONnSEXI ST COUNTRY. WE HAVE
ENTERED | NTO TALKS W TH THE GOVERNMENT FOR THE REALI SATI ON OF
THESE GOALS. BECAUSE WE HAVE AN URGENT TASK TO ATTAI N OUR
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SHOULD NOT BE POSTPONED COR DENI ED SI MPLY BECAUSE SOVE PECPLE HAVE
A SECRET ACGENDA TO SUSTAI N AN ANTI - DEMOCRATI C CRUSADE AGAI NST
COVMUNI ST OPI NI ON.

BUT WE ALSO I NSI ST THAT THE TALKS MJST PROCEED I N CONDI TI ONS OF
PEACE. THEREFORE THE VI OLENCE OF THE PCLI CE AGAI NST THE PECPLE
MUST COME TO AN END. THE VI OLENCE 6F THE BLACK AND WH TE

VI G LANTES AGAI NST THE PECPLE MJUST COME TO AN END. IF IT IS
GENUI NELY | NTERESTED | N PEACE AND NEGOTI ATI ONS, THE GOVERNMENT
MUST ACT TO BRI NG ABQUT THI S RESULT. WE W SH TO REPEAT HERE WHAT
THE ENTI RE DEMOCRATI C MOVEMENT OF OUR COUNTRY HAS SAID I N THE
PAST - THAT IN THE CONTEXT OF AN END TO STATE VI OLENCE AGAI NST
THE PEOPLE AND A POLI TI CAL PROCESS LEADI NG TO THE LI QUI DATI ON OF
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THE APARTHEI D SYSTEM WE OURSELVES ARE READY TO DI SCUSS THE
SUSPENSI ON OF OQUR OAN ARMED ACTI ONS TO ENSURE THAT PEACE AND
STABI LI TY PREVAI LS THROUGHOUT OUR COUNTRY.

WE CALL ON THE GOVERNVMVENT TO RESPOND POSI Tl VELY TO THESE

PCSI TIONS, TO ABANDON THE ATTEMPT TO CREATE NEW OBSTACLES BY

VWHI PPI NG UP AN ANTI - COMMUNI ST HYSTERI A, TO ACT I N A RESPONSI BLE
MANNER | N THE | NTERESTS OF ALL OUR PECPLE, I N THE | NTEREST OF THE
CAUSE OF JUSTI CE AND PEACE.

DEAR FRI ENDS OF THE COVMUNI ST PARTY:



VE KNOW WE CAN COUNT ON YOU TO STAND WTH US AS WE PURSUE THESE
GOALS. IT I'S OUR PROFOUND DESI RE THAT YOQU, LIKE ALL OTHER

PCLI TI CAL FORMATI ONS I N OUR COUNTRY, SHOULD BE ACTI VE

PARTI Cl PANTS I N THE HI STORI C PROCESS WHI CH SHCOULD LEAD TO THE
PEACEFUL RESOLUTI ON OF THE PROBLEMS CONFRONTI NG OUR COUNTRY AND
PECPLE. WE EXTEND TO YOU THE BEST W SHES OF THE PECPLE S
MOVEMENT, THE ANC AND LOOK FORWARD TO CONTI NUI NG COOPERATI ON I N
THE COVMON STRUGGLE TO BRI NG FREEDOM PEACE AND SECURI TY TO ALL
THE PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY.

THE STRUGGLE CONTI NUES!

VI CTORY |I'S CERTAI N

AVANDLA NGAVETHU!



