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Heads of 20 colleges sign letter 
asking sanctions against S. Africa 
Presidents say they are involved only as private citizens, not officials 
By DAVID GRUMHAUS JR. 
Home News correspondent 

Presidents of 20 Eastern colleges and univer- 
sities, including Willlam Bowen of Princeton and 
Edward Bloustein of Rutgers, have addressed a 
letter to Sens. Robert Byrd, D-W.Va., and Robert 
Dole, R-Mo.,' calling for economic seactions 
against South Africa. 

The letter, which said “the apartheid 
offends the basic ideals of the United States,” was 
signed by the presidents of all of the Ivy League 

i colleges and other respected institutions such as 
' Stanford and Williams. 

The presidents claimed they were writing in 
their “individual capacities as citizens” and not on 
behalf of their institutions. 

“This is not an institutional act,” said Robert 
Durkee, Princeton’s vice president for public af- 
fairs. “President Bowen is signing it as an individ- 
ual who has become knowledgeable” about South 
Africa’s apartheid policy. Bowen was unavailable 
for comment. 

The letter asks that the sanctions be strict. 
“Token sanctions, or sanctions that are easily 
evaded, will not only be ineffective; they will rein- 
force the feeling in South Africa that our govern- 
ment is not serious but is merely 
for domestic political consumption,” it stated. 

luhoukeduuuheunctloubeurgcudal 
the South African t, and, insofar as 
possible, “avoid inflicting harm on non-white 
South Africans.” ; 

Blwsuln,mchedlutnlghulhhbome.m 
iterated that the letter expresses his views as a 
private citizen and not as the chief executive of 
Rutgers. ’ 

3 “Ive had deep feelings on this issue for a lonig 
time,” he said. “It wasn’t too long ago that I was 
standing outside the consulate in New York.” 

The Rutgers president was referring to his 
participation in an anti-apartheid protest outside 
the South African consulate on Park Avenue Jan. 
11. 

Altedutbelcuerhellpedwlllhvoany 
bearing on legislation dealing with U.S. sanctions 

against the South African government, Bloustein 
M"We'nlpokeatoannmbuolpoutledlud- 
mhmmwnmd&eyleelmhb 
ter will be very significant.” 

lhrvmhuldentnereknokcamenpwnh 
the proposal for the letter after he testified before 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee earlier 
this year. 

College, Colby College, Colgate University, Col- 
umbia University, Cornell University, Dartmouth 
College, Emory University, Haverford College, 
the University of Pennsylvania, Stanford Univer- 
sity, Swarthmore College, Wellesley College, 
Wesleyan University, Williams College and Yale 
University. 
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ABROAD AT HOME 
Anthony Lewis i 
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W hy Not 

+ Doas 
“We Say? 
Sy BOSTON 

46 hey should deal with the Af- 

.. @ rican National Congress.” 

% That was Secretary of State 

Shultz’s urgent advice last week to 

the South African Government. He 

said. Pretoria should release Nelson 

Mandela from prison and start talk- 

ing with him and his banned national- 

ist organization. 

Sound advice, most specialists on 

Soyth Africa would say, because the 

AN.C. has widespread support 

among the black majority. But there 

is a.puzzling question about it: Why 

don’t Secretary Shultz and his col- 

l_ea{ua take the advice themselves? 

_“Reagan Administration officials will 

not meet leaders of the A.N.C. There 

have been casual encounters with 

American diplomats at receptions here 

and-there, but U.S. policy excludes 

regular appointments and discussions. 

~ South African business leaders 

went to Zambia last month to talk 

with. officials of the A.N.C. But those 

officials are not invited to the U.S. - 

Embassy in Lusaka. Oliver Tambo, 

the .A.N.C. president, came to this 

ring and met business 

peqgple and others. He was not invited 

to the State Department. 

" Urging South Africa to talk with the 

AN.C. while we do not do so our- 

selvés is so curious that to make sure 

the policy remained in effect, I asked 

  

TSRS £ 

The anomaly 

i U.S. 
pollicy 
toward 
South Africa 
T e ) 

t'l;;smte Department last week. A 

spokesman checked with an official of 

the'African Bureau and then report- 

ed:“You're right, we have never met 

the A.N.C.” 

J-Bvenp forced a change in the Rea- 
ganpolicy. Mr. Botha’s brutal repres- 
siais at home and military aggression - 
across the borders made it impossi- 
ble-to keep saying with a straight face 
thag change was at hand. Congres- 
sional opposition was about to over- 
whetm the policy when President 
Reagan made his timely switch to 
madest sanctions against apartheid. 

. But American responses to the 
alarming reality of the South African 
crisis remain faint and timid. Mr. 
Botha insults the United States, and 
the Whisper comes back. His police 
shoot, children, and you have to strain 
to hear any comment from the Presi- 
dent of the United States. : 

: _There could hardly be a more delib- 
érate insult, between supposed diplo- 
matic friends, than what the South 
Afritan Government has done lately ~ 
on its borders. Its planes and troops 
havg-struck deep into Angola, and it 
hds* admitted supporting terrorist 
forces in Mozambique — both in 
violation of the most serious under- 
takings to the United States. 
-To- that President Botha has re- 

cently added personal insults. Speak- 
ing'‘to a party congress, he said: 
President Reagan, who has much to 

say.in ms mispronouncing way about 
apartheid, is shoving Indians into 
resefvations ..."” 
- Orthink about the behavior of the po- 

lice as t.hgy occupy black townships in 
Sqqutnca.AsmdybyCapeTown 
University found that 83 percent of de- 
taigees it questioned reported being 
tortured by such methods as electric 
shecl, strangulation and beating. 
.laragine how the Reagan Adminis- 

traton would react if Nicaragua in- 
vaged one neighboring country and ad- 
;n:_qu supplying terrorists in another, 
if .iw~police shot into crowds of people 
day after day, if it detained 3,090 of its 
own <itizens without charges, includ- 
ing hundreds of children. The outrage 
would not be muffled. 
.A.State Department spokesman, 

Sopgra McCarty, said last month: 
“With the state of emergency in ef- 
fect, and violence and repression af- 
fecting the lives of so many South Af- 
ricans, we believe the South African 
Government must be held publicly 
accountable for its actions.” 

Exactly. But the United States Gov- 
ernment is not holding Pretoria ac- 
countable in the only way that will be 
understood by speaking in one voice, 
acting on its stated principles, mar- 
shaling its economic and bolitical re- 

~ sources against the racist system it 

. Other American institutions, then, 
must make the message loud and 
clear. As through this whole year of 
South African crisis, the American 
public will have to lead its Govern- 

_ menttoa proportionate response. [ 

- That anomaly is indicative of the 

more general trouble with the Reagan 

policy. toward South Africa. While Mr. 

Shultz says that the apartheid system 

mustgo—andmeansit—themmge 

does.not get through to South Africans 

with clarity or force. 

The recent history of American 

policy is one reason for its muffled 

impact in South Africa. For four 

years the Reagan Administration 

acted on tffe assumptions that P.W. 

Botha’s Government was ready for 

accommodation on its borders and 

ing on them, cozying up 
regime, made the United States look 

likeeits supporter.  



  

Botha to offer 
blacks role in X 

“ 

forming policy < 
BY ANTHONY ROBINSON IN PORT ELIZABETH 

PRESIDENT P. W. BOTHA last 
night painted the vision of a Scuth 
Africa which was “outgrowing” the 
discriminatory aspects of apartaeid 
and groping towards a kind of fed- 
eral formula which recognised cul- 
tural diversity and guaranteed the 
rights of minorities. et 

He said he would make provision 
for black leaders to join the Presi- 
dent's Council, the top-level policy 
advisory body, but made clear that 
it would be several months before 
the Government responded to the 
council’s recent recommendation to 
scrap influx control and the pass 
laws. 

Mr Botha also praised the role of 
the army and the police as the 
guardians of reform but made no 
reference 0 recent allegations of 

i torture and abuse of detainees 
under the state of emergency. 

In a wice-ranging speech which 
demonstrated that the President 
will not bow to foreign pressure for 
swift reform, Mr Botha traced the 
origins of apartheid o its colonial 
roots and praised the unique role of 
the National Party. Mr Botha rep- 
eatedly emphasised the need for a 
system, wiugh reflected South Afri- 
ca's own special characteristics and 
provided guarantees for all minori- 
ties. not only the white one. He 
again rejected any solution on one- 
man-one-vote lines, describing this 

-as a formula for dictatorship in oth- 
er African countries. But in a veiled 
attack on the right-wing Conserva- 
tive Party opposition, he cone 

" demned those who thought the Na- 
tional Party should stand firm on 
its original 1948 manifesto. 

Speaking on his home:ground at 
the opening of the Cape Congress of 
the ruling National Party in Port El- 
izabeth, Mr Botha said that in order 
to prevent minorities being domi- 
nated “it is evident that units will 
have ta be recognised on a geogra- 
phical and group basis which also 
has to include the black urban com- 
munities who, for constitutional 
purposes; are recognised as 
political entities ” 

In the opaque, coded language of 
National Party rhetoric this ap- 
peared to be a hint at a federal or 
confederal solution under which 
“each unit should have autonomy 
that only affects it while units on 
the central level should jointly 
manage matters of mutuai con- 
cern.” 

* Mr Botha -declined to spell out, 
however, the details of such a feder- 
al formula, saying: “It is the convic- 
tion of the Government that the 
structures in which this co-opera- 
tion takes place must be the result 
of negotiation with the leaders of all’ 
the communities.” 
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Black Boycbtis Spark 

Splnt of N egotlatlon 
  

BOYCOTTS, From A1S 

it on a diiferent course. One is that a 
former :ndustrial psychologist named 
Dawvic Hanson decided to make the 
resort his retirement home, so that 
when the boycott began Port Alired 
whites had someone to advise them 
on confiict management. 

The other is the presence of an 
able and forceful black leader 
named Gugile Nkwinti, a former 
male nurse now studying law at 
Rhodes University in nearby Gra- 
hamstown. 

On Hanson's advice, local whites 
formed an employers’ federation 
that opened negotiations with 3 
group of black community organ- 
zations headed by Nkwinti. The 
employers’ body, headed by Charles 
de Bruin, chairman of the local 
Chamber of Cocunerce, pledged its 
support. for the blacks in trying to 
get redress for their grievances. 

“We made it clear we wanted to 
become invoived,” de Brumn sad. “We 
told them we were not in 2 position 
to discuss government strategies, 
but we could comment on local prob- 
lems and we offered to use our chan- 
nels of communication so that they 
could get to government to present 
their grievances.” 

Within two weeks the boycott was 
called off. Meetings were organized 
with the chairman of the government 
body that administers black affairs in 
the region and with the iocal provin- 
cial counselor who represents the 
mllnanmmlPtfly 

The influence of both Colesburg 
and Port Alfred has spread to other 
towns. Emulating tne hard-liners, 
the Chamber of Commerce in 
Queenstown, west of here, has ad- 
vised its members to cut the pay of 
their black employes in retaliation 
for the consumer boycott there. 

It also has circulated a pamphiet 
advising housewives to keep their 
black domestic servants from tak- 
mgfoodmdothtrpmmhonn 
to the “location,” saying that is “onty 
feeding the intimidators.” 

Port Alfred’s de Bruin, on the oth- 
er hand, has become a toving adviser 
to towns that waat to negotiate. He 
visited Cradock recently, and now 
the white traders here also have 
formed an smployers’ federation and 
begun negotiating with represent- 
atives from the “location.” 

Most peopie in the region believe 
the advocates of negotiation are 
gaming ground. “ would say most of 
the towns in the eastern Cape are 
swinging the way of Port Alfred rath- 
er than Colesburg,” said Frank Col 
lett, who was chairman of the 
Cradock meeting. "People who think 
long-term can see that negotiation is 
the only way to solve the probiem.” 

Tony Gilson, director of the Port 
Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce, 
whose members are suffering the 
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y our are not 

happy m the boycott,” Gilson 
said, “but it has awakened an aware- 
ness that the causes are a manifes- 
tation of genuine aspirations. Many 
businessmen now realize that there 
has got to be genuine reform.” 

In some towns there seem to 
have been major conversions. johan 
mRmmwboremnwd the 

of 

'Wehavcmwahnmmu- 
tual trust in Steynsburg,® 
Rowenendnned."lredlnhmkwe 
can work out something that can 
suit us and build up goodwill, peace 
and prosperity. [f all of us can start 
at this basic level and build up trust, 
then [ think we can soive our prob- 
lem nationally as weil.” 

Several others at the meeting ex- 
uded this kind of enthusiasm. [t is as 
though the discovery of coatact 
across the color line has released a 
latent moral energy in this unlikely 
environment. 

There could be disillusionment 
ahead. Many blacks express a skep- 
ticism verging on cynicism about this 
new-found white concern. They also 

    

Steynsburg at Tuesday’s meeting, 
said the first reaction of some 
whites in his town to the boycott 
was to arm themseives and form a 
vigilante group. 

But the “Skiet Piets” (Afrikaans 
for “Shooting Peters”), as he called 
them, changed their minds as oth- 
ers began negoliating with local 
blacks, They found that vhunmth 
a bad racial record suffered worst 

have di d a weapon to use 
against the whites nationally, but one 

Another factor in many towns is 
the intervention of the security po- 
lice, whose arbitrary arrests often 
disrupt the negotiations. The busi- 
nessmen of Port Elizabeth cannot 
begin negotiations because ail the 
c:tysnnp_fwbhd:hmhvebeeu 
  

from the boycotters. 
“We've got one guy who beat up 

a black 15 years ago and they re- 
member that. He's having a helluva 
time,” van Rooyen said. 

The result, according to van 
Rooyen, is that some supporters of 
extreme right-wing political parties 
are now among Steynsburg’s most 
enthusiastic negotiators. 

  s the 

Nkwinti wa3 detained two weeks 
ago. This has sown suspicion among 
the local blacks. “I'll never let Gu- 
gile negotiate with the whites 
again. [ don’t trust them.” his tear- 
ful wife, Koleka, said. 
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Three things determine whether 2 newscas 
worth watching. The people who report the news 
The news they report. And the technology they 1 
toreportit 

Compromise any one of those things, and 
broadcasting news tiat is dull, useless or datec 

At WJLA, we never compromise. 
We pick anchor teams who deliver news - 

who have a genuine, demonstrable interest ir 
they're reporting, 

We air stories that 
But never at the expe 
nalistic integrity. 

And we invest 
lite, microwave, rad 

technology. All with 
news more immediac 

worst boycott of ill in that majog 
eastern Cape Province city, agrees. 
“Some who favored counteraction 

have come around to the view chat 
that is not the night way,” Gilson 
sad in an interview, “They are be- 
ginning to realize that it would not 
only be ineffective but in the long 
run will make the real solutions 
much harder to achieve.” 

Gilson confirms an impression 
that the boycotts have jolted the 
whites into a sharper appreciation 
that their country is in crisis. 

For more than a year the biack 
townships have been imploding with 
revolutionary violence, but this made 
little :mpact on the whites living in 
their tranquil separate suburbs. Only 
when the boycotts began to hit them 
where it hurty did they becume more 
aware of black grievances.      
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S. African Boycotts - 
10("5'(? 

Get Whites’ Attention 
Many Businessmen Eager for Negotiations 

  

By Allister Sparks 
Special 20 The Washington Post 

CRADOCK, South Africa—A 
funny thing is happening down on 
the South African platteland, that 
flat expanse of farmiand and iso- 
lated small towns where white ra- 
cial attitudes have always been at 
their hardest. 

Last Tuesday white businessmen 
from half a dozen small towns de- 
cided at a meeting here to send a 
delegation to Pretoria to put the 
grievances of local biacks to Pres- 
ident Pieter W. Botha. 

A second delegation will call on 
Constitutional  Affairs  Minister 
Chris Heunis to ask him to let the 
little towns. take over the adminis- 
tration of their adjoining black “lo- 
cations” from the central govern- 
ment, because they believe they 
can give the blacks a better deal. 

This sudden concern for black 
welfare in a traditional bastion of 
apartheid is the result of the latest 
campaign that blacks have launched 
in their rebellion against the coun- 
try’s system of segregation and 
‘white minority rule. 

-For the past three months, in one 
small town after another in the ra- 
.cially volatile eastern Cape Prov- 
‘ince, blacks have been refusing to 
buy goods in white-owned stores. 
They have be... getting by with the 
few essentials they are able to pur- 

  

chase at the rudimentary stalls in. 
their ghetto townships, which are 
called “locations” in the outback. 

In some cases where there are 
not enough “location” stalls, the : 
boycott organizers have exempted 
one or two general stores in the ad- 
jacent white town, usually those run 
by shopkeepers with less hard-line 
racial attitudes. 

The resuits have been shattering 
for the white shopkeepers. Many 
tiad not realized until now how de- 
pendent they were on the “location” 
customers, whom they dealt with 
brusquely and sometimes compelled 
to use separate entrances. Many 
have gone bankrupt and all are suf- - 

  

SOUTH AFRICA 

Colesburge , gyo enurgf 
Cradocke 

  
“Obviously our 
members are not 
happy about the 
boycott, but it has 
awakened an 
awareness ...’ 

; — Tony Gilson, 
Port Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce 
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fering. According to some commer- 

cial leaders in the little towns, it has 
been a blow worse than the Great 
Depression of the 1930s. 

The shopkeepers’ reactions have 
varied. Some have tried, often with 

the security forces, to crush the 

boycotts. Others have become ea- 

ger to meet and negotiate with local 
black leaders. This has resulted in 
the blacks presenting lists of griev- 

ances, some broadly political, some 
relating to their local living condi- 

tions, which these strangers to in- 

terracial negotiation are now pon- 

dering. 
It was the problem of finding 

themselves thrust into the unaccus- 

tomed role of having to intercede 
for the aggrieved blacks that led to - 

Tuesday’s meeting here—and the 

- decision by the businessmen to send 
delegations to Botha and Heunis. 

Two towns in particular repre- . 

  

sent the polarities of white reaction 

to the boycotts. One is Colesburg, 
in the sheep-farming Karroo region 

150 miles northwest of Cradock, 
where local blacks contend that 
there has been an attempted coun- 

tersiege to make them abandon 
their boycott. ¢ 

The other is the resort town of 

Port Alfred, 200 miles to the south- 
west, where the whites became in- 

volved in negotiations with local | 

black leaders that led to a lifting of 
the consumer boycott and some di- 

rect meetings between the blacks 
and government representatives. 

Blacks in Colesburg say that local 

businessmen, backed by the police, 

tried to starve them into submis- 

sion. They say there was an at- 

tempt to pressure two exempted 

stores into refusing them service, 

and that water supplies to the 

town’s three “locations” were shut 

off twice. 
Jaap de Ruiter, chairman of. the 

Colesburg Sakekamer, an Afrikaner 
businessmen’s organization, denies 

this. In a stormy interview in his of- 

fice—during which he telephoned 

police, who arrived presently and 

.ordered me not to enter the “loca- 

tions”—de Ruiter said.the only wa- 

ter stoppage had been due to a 

burst pipe and “because we have a 

drought here.” e 
. He implied that the exempted 

stores were reluctant to sell to 
blacks because too many wanted to 

buy on credit. “They are starving 

themselves out,” he said, although 

he later admitted that it was “not 

totally incorrect” to say the Sake- 

kamer had tried to pressure the ex- 

empted stores into closing. 
One of the exempted shopkeep- 

ers, Wynies van Wyngaard, con- 

firmed that there had been such an 

attempt but would not elaborate. 
The atmosphere in Colesburg is 
tense with aggression, fear and mu- 

tual suspicion. 
Despite the attempted counter- 

siege, the boycott is continuing and 
appears to be ruthlessly enforced. 
Blacks interviewed in the town 
Wednesday told how boycott pick- 

ets had stopped a woman who had 
bought meat at a local butcher shop 

that day and flung her purchase into 
the dirt. When she complained to 

police, black activists beat her un- 
conscious, poured gasoline over her 

and set her on fire. She is now in a 
hospital in critical condition. 

Port Alfred, by contrast, is re- 

laxed. Two factors seem to have set - 

See BOYCOTTS, A18, Col. 1 
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THAT SOUTH AFRICA | 
- RELEASE MANDELA 
“reeing of Biack Leader Could 
 Signal Willingness to Seek 

Compromise, He Says 

By BERNARD GWERTZMAN 

should 
nove promptly to negotiate with the 
) m)’ofltybefmitmmppledby 
¢ “violent revolution.” 

Apartheid ‘Can‘t Last’ 
"Aplrthcldisthtwgn.”hewdy- 

erday. "lli.lnotmlywmginan' 
riew, but at lminmyjudmem itis 
pver. It can’t last.   *“I think that there comes a time 
hen people Stop arguing about hezhersomethingulgoodmflorm d leocptthelactflmwn’smi 

2 It doesn’t matter whether you, in apartheidi“zoodiduorna,; 
’s 8oing to disappear. 
“Now the question is how do you. 
lanage the transition,” he said, 

's the probiem p=ychoiogically ® would like the Souta 2 fricans to ag-, 
es beauseiltheya&im-itm; 

, there is a 1Ce 6 i 

- Shultz, who made his comments 
reporters, editors and executives of 

Continued on Page A2, Column 4 
  

  

    

» N.Y., 
that 

iclk wee cow-1 k- Union for the Total I 
ence of Angola, 
Savimbi. 

the 

South African proposal came as | 80/a compeiled his mmanymemhenofun; appealing to the Council Security 
      

or Unita, led by Jonas 

mmu-n envoy, Elisio de Figuei- redo, the Security Council that South Africa’s continved “‘rape’’ of An- 
0 keep 

“t0 get some 

  

    
  

barred from ail ey, h:n-mbly '::;ivm-uinoe 1974. ut it been a uent participant in Security Council . i     
S ———— 

The Times, including the 

. |nessto havea 
positive contriby. | Shultz replied 

puunbiu' lities. 
@ suggested that 

form of releasing peopi 
and saying that they are 
with them, as in the case of 

““We have 
be rek d and 
with the African Na 

  

paper’s pub. 
. was 

e their willing. 
Peaceful transition. Mr. 
that there were many 

“it could be in the 
e hvm" prison 
willing to deal 

said thut Mandela should 

    

  

90n the agenda for the ing next| month between Mr. Reagan and Mi- khail S. Gorbachev, the Soviet lesder, Mr. Shultz said that besides the usual questions of arms controf, 
issues and bilatera] matters, 
sides had recently agreed 
long-range relations ‘“‘of 
from here.” 
90n Central America, he said tmndsmveryuvonble"bothinuw 

in the United States where, 

the two 

  
, region and e hey should deal: o or cended. i solidity of thonal Congress,”! gorthe Adminie e tion's anti-Sandin.   

Covington & Burting, a Washington law firm, dropped South African Air- ways as a client, after a law-student boy recruitmhent. Page Di. 
  
  

listl pclicy has grown, 
90n the Soviet |eadership, Salvadoran Go marked that Eduard A. Shevardnadze, the assailants down. the new Soviet Fo with; are   

that itS) he said. Mr. Mandela, who i 962, 

Mr. Mandela’'s releage in 
sionqlt   

: L““i"‘4 Angola g ts 
Portugal in 1975. It is 

W 
  indepen from 

backed by some B.MCubnnumandmuuxym   
  
  l 

has been 

Mr. Shultz had previously called for 

whom he had a, going about it moninformu:tyl:-m.nhis,,. d a sor, Ancrei A. Gromyko. But he said| was saying it was that it seemed as if Mr. Gromyko: ‘‘wrote the points” for his suc-| should be ceuorb-caunal!hellckofchmpin replied: the Soviet negotiating position. ¥ 

  

  

all 
be said. 

pussidie “fi 
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S. African 

off duty 
in prisons 

DR WENDY ORR, the South 
African Government doctor 
who two weeks ago won a 
supreme court order restrain- 
ing police from assaulting 
detainees at two Port Elizabeth 
police stations, has been told 
her duties will no longer 
include attending to prisoners 

  
according to a Sunday news 
paper report._ 

Dr Orr has been reassigned 
.to half-day community duties 
caring for residents-of old age 
-homes. 

In September Dr Orr led 
evidence in the Porth Elizabeth 
supreme court that . 153 
detainees had been illegally 
assaulted by policemen between 
July 22 and September 16 and 
alleged that police had been 
“ quite unrestrained in the 
abuses they- inflicted.” 

: Dr Orr testified .that her 
superiors had . shown scant 
concern over reports. of alleged 
police assaults on. detainees, 

In a parallel development, 
two other South African 
doctors have said they are to 
examine the conduct of Dr Ivor 
Lang, the acting Port 
Elizabeth district surgeon, in 
the handling of alleged assaults 
on detainees. 

Dr Lang was found guilty in 
July of improper conduct by 
the South African Medical and 
Dental Council, following an 
investigation into the death in 
1977 of black consciousness 
leader Steve Biko. - 

® Medical tests show that Mr 
Nelson Mandela, the imprisoned 
black leader, does not have 
cancer, South Africa’s depart- 
ment of prisoner services has 
announced. Mr Mandela under- 
went examination for cancer 

aminations had indicated that 
his enlarged prostate gland 
needed removing   
  

doctor taken 

following earlier medical ex-, 
FSES 
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POLITICS AND POLICY 
  

Sanctions on South Africa Are Seen asa Victory 
For Randall Robinson and 1960s-Style Protests 

By Jog Davinson 
And Davip lcnamivs 

Staff Reporters of Tue Ware. Staeer Jounwat 

WASHINGTON—-When President Rea- 
gan reversed himself last month and im- 
posed economic measures against South 
Africa, the conservative weekly Human 
Events headlined its story: “Randall Rob- 
inson Wins on South African Sanctions.” 

The headline overstates Mr. Robinson's 
role In the anti-apartheld battle, but not by 
much. For as Hu- 
man Events sald, It 
was the €3 ynrdl 

South African Em- 
bassy, starting 
nearly a year ago, 
that turmmed South 
Africa Into one of 

Randall Robi 

week. Ronald Reagan had recently won re- 
election by a landsiide, and liberal causes 
seemed dead. A black South African bishop 
named Desmond Tutu had just won the No- 
bet Peace Prize. In this atmnsphere. a 
group of three prominent black protesters 
getting arrested at the South African Em- 
bassy seemed like a novelty. 

“The day was chosen because at prime 
time on Thanksgiving Eve a lot of people 
nrrlwklunnen and there's nothing lo 
report but lurteys * explains Wanu Faun- 
troy, the DC., to 

became a natlonal story covered by the na- 
tional media. 

Like the movement he heads, Mr. Rob- 
inson blends the political styles of the 1960s 
and 1980z, He Is at once Mr. Outside and 
Bir. Inside: a civil-rights protester wm 
rouses the public with civil disobedi 

mhfimtummm 

group also gets poor marks from 
Capitol Hill on some of the mundane de- 
talls of lobbying, m& as ml'mu aceu- 
rate head counts of where each member 
stands on key bills and amendments alfect- 
Ing Africa. House Budget Commiltee 
Chalrman Willlam Gray (D., Pa.), for ex- 
ample, was surprised that TransAfrica 
didn‘t have an accurate head count on the 
sanctions Issue last month after Congress 
relurmed from recess. 

  

and & former congressional aide hmnd 
lobbyist. He also benefits—in credibility 
and media savvy—from the fact that his 
brother, Max Robinson, was a network an- 
chorman for ABC News 

  

Congress who was arrested that first day 
along with Mr. Robinson and Civil Rights 
Commission member Mary Frances Berry. 
The three had decided to stage the protests 
only a few days before, and when they 
were arrested, they hadn't even decided on 
a name for thelr group. (The day after the 
arrests, they decided to call it the Free 
South Africa Movement.) 

"It wasn’l totally planned from the be- 
ginning.”" admits Mr. Robinson, executive 
director of TransAfrica, a group 
on African and Caribbean affairs. But the 
protests took off, becoming 8 dally event at 

h   fore the recentwave 
of violence In South Africa. 

Mr. Robinson’s success d 
that 19%0s-style protest remains a powerful 
wespon, even In & town that seems to na 

  

protest 
won't get off the ground without constant 
organizing. an eye for media politics and a 
large measure of luck. 

The tall, conservatively dressed activist 
says the antl-apartheld batlle in the US. is 
only heginning. “"We have made a commii- 
ment in be relentless,” he says. The nex! 
steps are further arrests at the South Afri- 
;:Bmhlsy -cunwlgnhnfl!tl mll 
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embassy protests began Thanksgiv- 
ing Bve last year. §i was a siow news 

the and soon g to Sout 
African consulates and Km:ermnd dealers 
in other citles. The momentum picked up 
during the rash of violence In South Africa 
in recent months. Through last month, 
more than 2,700 people had been arrested 
at the South African Embassy. 

The reasons for this explosion of inter- 
est in apartheld remain something of 2 
mystery, even to Mi. Robinson. He had 
bern trying for more than a decade fo 
raise American interest in South Africa, 
with limited success. 

Powerful Moral Appeal 
Fred Wertheimer, president of the sell- 

styled citizen’s lobby Common Cause, theo- 
rizes ihat Mr. Robinson benelited from 
timing his protest during a dead news pe- 
riod and from the powerful moral appeal 
of the anti apartheld issve. He notes that 
the embassy protests began as a local 
news story in fargely black Washington, 
covered on the 11 p.m. news and the Melro 
page of the Washington Post, and quickly 

  

  

  

and prolest were part of 
Mr. Rnblnm 's upbringing In Virginia. Be- 
cause of raclal restrictions In Richmond, 
he never saw the inside of a bowling alley 
or ate a plzza untll he left home. As a col- 
lege student, he participated In sit-ins at 
funch counters. By the time he graduated 
from Harvard Law School in 1970, he was 
planning campus protests against Portu- 
guese colonlalism in southern Alrica and 
agitating against apartheld. Several years 
later, he arrived on Capitol Hill as an am- 
bitlous stalfer. 

TransAfrica was a child of the Congres- 
sional Black Caucus. Mr. Robinson helped 
found the group in 1977, when he was still 
on the staff of Rep. Charles Diggs (D., 
Mich.}. The idea was to creaie a sirung 
lobhying volce for black Alrica, in the 
same way that the American-israel Public 
Al::ln Committee provides support for Is- 
rael. 

Starved for Cash 
TransAirica has never quite succeeded 

at that goa!. Like many black political or- 
ganizations, it's starved for cash. it has a 
stalf of just nine people, and the budget 
last year totaled $141.000 lov lobbying and 
$156.000 for publications. A year ago, just 
before the embassy protests began, it 

Mr. Rob has sncceeded, perhaps 
all 100 well, In drawing the attention of 
conservalives. Human Events denoutices 
him as an “apostle of Marxist revolution- 
arfes” who, “while denowncing such re- 
formers as (South African President P.W.) 
Botha, has a peculiar 2(finity for such 
bloody Third World tyrants as Cuba’s Cas- 
tro and Ethiopla’s Mengista.” A conserve- 
tive black group called The Lincoln Inst} 
tute recently published a pamphlet criticiz 
Ing TransAfrica as “a lobby of the left." 

Undeterred by Criticism 
Undeterred by such criticism, Mr, Rob- 

inson s planning the next stages In his 
antl-apartheid campalgn. “We still have 
quite a distarce lo gu,” he says. Civil dis. 
obedience af ‘he taulh Alt'can embassy 
“will go on.” He’s alza Isunching a cam- 
paign o gatier 2 million signatures on 8 
letter to Bishop Tutu, which will culminate 
next month on the anniversary of the first 
arrests at the embassy. 

Economic pressure Is the key to endlu 
aparthe'd, Mr. Robinson argues. 
South African regime won't negotiale h 
good faith untf they're certain that the 
115, s prepared to Impose the stiffest of 
sanctions, Including withdrawal of Ameri- 
can companies, cessation of trade, & hait 
in US. energy supplles,” he says. His next 
goal: “"Take the campaign io the private 
sector,” with protests that may include sit- 
ins al companles thai do business with 
Pretoria, 

In white South Africa, meanwhile, Mr. 

  

    

Robinson seems 1o be regarded with 3 
measure of adversarfal respect, as the 
man who launched 2 movement thai has 
already caused severe problems for the 

Botha government and could cause more. 
An article In the Rand Financlal Mail ear- 
Her this year called Mr. Robinson *‘a revo- 
lutlonary in Brooks Brothers suits 
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; Johannesburg 
" South Africa's already deeply divided society is strug- 
gling to digest the implications of yet another highly emo- 
tional issue: prima-facie evidence that p,qlil;ical detainees 
have been tortured by police. ; 

Two recent events have made alleged ill-treatment of 
detainees a major public issue: 

"® An order by a supreme court judge restraining the 
police from assaulting literally scores of detainees, 

® An investigation by the Institute of Criminology at 
the University of Cape Town into the alleged torture of - 
detainees. 

Both events have reinforced the fears of those South 
Africans who argue that granting police arbitary power 
to detain people without trial leads inevitably to abuse of 
power — and to torture and even death. 

- About 500 people are currently detained under South 
Africa’s Internal Security Act, which authorizes deten- 
tion without trial. Another 1,325 people are held under 
state of emergency regulations put into effect in July. 

Since the introduction of detention without trial in the 
early 1960s, at least 59 people have died in detention. Po- 
lice have not been found criminally responsible, although 
there have been out-of-court settlements in civil cases in 
which the relatives of dead detainees have sought 

.two jails concerned, citing cases in which de- 

compensation. . 
Suspicions that detainees are abused and to 

hardened last week after Judge J. P. Eksteen granted an 
order restraining police from assaulting detainees in two 
prisons in Port Elizabeth and future detainees in two 
districts. 

Judge Eksteen's order was made in re- 
sponse to an urgent application from a dis- 
trict surgeon, Wendy Orr, in which she de- 
tailed ‘“overwhelming evidence” of 
systematic police abuse of detainees. Dr. 
Orr examined hundreds of detainees in the solitary 

tainees charged that they had been tortured. 
One man claimed he had been forced to 

eat his hair, another that a policeman had 
dropped a brick on his bare foot, a third that 
he had been suspended from a pole by his 
wrists and ankles and beaten. 

Orr gave clinically precise descriptions of 
the injuries of detainees. She told the judge 
that in many cases the injuries were consistent with their 
allegations. 

Shortly before the judge granted his order, the Univer- 
sity of Cape Town published the result of an investiga- 
tion by two researchers into the treatment of detainees. 

death.’ 

_ Based on interviews with 176 ex-detainees, the research- 

detention and 

confinement lead 
inevitably to 

— Detainee Parents 

Support Committee 
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Separate investigations allege poiice torture of S. Africa detainees 
ers, Don Foster and Diane Sandler, found that four of e 
ery five detainees charged had been tortured physicall 
and that nearly all complained that they had been abusex 
or tortured psychologically. - 
According to Dr. Foster and Ms. Sandler, *“These re 

sults pravide clear and definite evidence that physice 
SR konmemmsa  boTIUre occurs on & widespread basis an 

constitutes a systematic and common ex 
perience for those detained for interrogatio 
purposes. [They] contradict in no uncertai 
terms the utterances of state off 
cials claiming that torture does not occur i 
South Africa, apart from a few isolate 
cases.” . 

So far the response from the authoritie 
has been minimal. South African Presiden 

" Pieter W. Botha has stressed that Judg 
Eksteen's order was an interim order onl 
while the commissioner of police, Ge 

..~ Johan Coetzee, has declined to comment o 
WS the report until he has studied it. 
But the Detainee Parents Support Committee, a grou 

that opposes detention without trial, said: “Past expe 
ence has shown that detention and solitary confinemen 
leads inevitably to death in detention. We are now wi 
nessing an alarming escalation of deaths in police cus 
tody relating to arrests of a political nature."” 

After noting that three men from the same small vi 
lage in the eastern Cape had died within hours of bein| 
taken into custody, the parents’ committee added, * 
can only fear that more such deaths are in the offing fo 
as long as the police operate with such unt)' idle 

wers."' ' 
Political scientists observe that detention without 

is integral to the system of control in South Africp. It i 
officially justified as necessary to counter “‘terrorism 
and prevent a communist takeover. But if arbitrary de 
tention is an essential instrument of control, 80 is the tor 

. ture alleged to be associated with it, political sclentis 
contended. ; . 

The way these political scientists see it, torture woul 
have two overlapping logical purposes: extraction of i 
formation from,.and intimidation of, activigts who of 
pose apar,t.heit(.‘ South Africa’s policy of stricy racie 
separation. : ' 

But whether it fulfills its intimidatory purpose is ques 
tionable: Some analysts fear the abuse of prisoners 
alienate and radicalize more people than it &d\‘m‘ 
  e  


