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1HTRODUCTTON s

The students had coma to Tozambique at the requecst of the lozambican
(ovh. Mo meetine was held at the request of the students with the view
cft obtaining firet hand infCeormation about the orpgrnisation as well as
exclanse iders on broad issues affecting our conntry, on an informal
bagis, Two meetinces were held, the first was on the 8-9-08 and the
eocondl en the 11-0-80e e would like to point out that at the end

of the first meeting, the stodents request that ve close the meeting

by singin~ our national anthem 28 is customary within the ranke of the

movement .

CenlOolilon Q1 ANC DELEGATION:
1e Chief Rep Kinngsley Xuma
2e Hethaniel ’I']mn;_f:i-ﬁwa

3. Hfichmond Ramotsie

/]« Rob Davies

e Thomas lNdhlela

ARJTGANTR CTUDENTS ¢
1. Mark Behr, LBADIR OF'THE DELIGATION, a student of political science Stellen—
e 1ef§bﬁel, a student of Journalism and SRC member at Stellenbosch
Universitye. ‘
3o lLoretta Feris, an LLB student and member of the Black vtudent Org
at Ltellenbosch University.
4o Darrie Tereblanche, editor of a NUSAS Nesspaper at Stellcgbosch campus e
De Imcius Dotes, a lecturer in sociology at the Uni#ﬁrsjty'of the Ornage
Free Htates 1
O« Darelle Van Greunen, a student at Port Elizaberth University doing

Diploma in Teaching. ller suvbjects includes Xheosa and Sesothe.
1« liermann Reuter, a Consciencieus Objecter doing medicine at Stellen—

bosch Universitye..

s Leslee burr, SRC member and student gt “tellenbesch
A " Clle
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Qe Tanja llichert, studying Journalism at Stellenbosch,

-

C

10, Hlennie Cerfontein, net studyins but a freelance Jounalist with
Weelly Maill newspaper. .

11. lLaurie Ackermann, a stude-nt at “tellenboeche

12 Danile lalan, 2 DA student in Inglish and political philesophy
at Ltellenbosch and also vice chairparson of TUGSAD,

13 Fierre De Veos, a student and Journalist at Utellenboech and editor
of a cempus newspaper, Die HMattie.

14+ ~teven Celliers, also from Stellenbosch University.

+4 444+t 4444444
The meeting was chaired by the Chief Representative who welccemed the
elndents and ﬁ}r_,pf?r‘!!sﬂéd cratitude for taking the initiative to ask for
a meating with the ANC. The students spoke about their invitation te
visit Hozambique and that before they .left Seuth Africa they had
decided to look forward to meeting thc.ANG. They said that they did not scek
permission from the povt to see us becbuse the whole visit would have
been a rirk of ebeing prohibited, They also informed us that they would
like to make a statement on arrival in Couth Africa abeut this meeting.
The Arenda of the meeting was not predetermind, but the students had
a lict of questions on matters of intercst to them about the ANC, its
rolicies and perpectives for the futuwre. Their questions ranged from the
AlIC's conotitutional Guidelines, the issue about who is who among the
ANC leadership to questione of policy of renunciaticn of violence and

soft targete.

GUIDELINES: We pointed out thnt these arice from the need to cemplete
the general perspectives for a free democratic South Africa, and not

an amendment or substitute for the I'reedom Charter or to win more
recosnition aboroad as the question on this subject wae raised. lle

aleo curbarieed the unity of the ANC's leadership that there:ie ne
lendership crisis, thus corrnéting the enemy's false proparanda that the
AKRC 18 not ready to see comradeiﬂnlsonpmandela released from prison
alleredly Cor fear of a power strugsle. The group was told that attacks
on soft targets were? In terms of ANC policy a violation and that in

cages where AU carres do such attacks constitutes acts of indieci-

pline but as a reczation to the enemy's deliberate and brutal violence
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arninst black civilians, which ie a matter of policy on the“part

of the pretoria regime. Also our contention was that in the ardous

task of training and arming our pecple for their self-defence against
apart! eig, which is the source of all violence in the country, perfection
i6 difficult to achieve in producing like mindedness and matured

cnrdree politically and militarily because training ffor large numbers

of our pecple takes place ineide the country. As far as RENUNCIATION

O VIULIKCE 18 concerned, we pointed out that it is the regime that

is violent, and that {the demand on us to renounce violence creates

an impression thiat the ANC is the source of violence and not apartheis.

lle gald that in any case the regime demands of the ANC more tha
renunciation of violence, but its emasculation ege. that it should
diecociate iteelf from its allies and supporters the SACP and the
voviet Union, which gives us suprort. liost of the students expressed
supnort fro our armed struy;glee However they thousht that a vielent take
over 18 not likely in fiftecen to twendy years or more. They base their
nopes on internatienal diplomacy, and especially on winnines to our
side a considerable section of the Afrikaner community, which they

csay continues to provide.. substantia~1l support fior the national

Party. 1The lecturer at the universeity of the Orange i'rce Ltate

even went ag far ase proposing that we would will conservative white
supporters and avqid a vielent backlash by the ultra-right by toning
down our armed strusele. Thie position was not popular among the
ctudents and they were vecal in their oppesitien to it. Basically
mest of the group is agreed on the quéstion ef identifying apartheid
as the source of violence, I'urthermore, while discursing violence

we touched on cuitecuanavale and the gtudents said that the regime
maintained an information blackout and that the people are not aware
of the magnitude of events and the extent of defeat suffered by the
vouth African Defence Force. They said that University students who
nad been lo battles {or cuitocuanavale before the rout have been
vocal and say thanks they were not there fthen the defeat happened.
Contributions on duitocuauavala wvere made to highlight the fact that the

CADE 18 not invincible as the whites in South Africa are made to

believe. Actually the opposition was emphasised, namely that the regime's

weakness in itg f
- ear f | -
°r losses jin battles of large numbers of white




(1)

3 Oldl 3 & 3 ™

Cther matters of interest for the rroup included the question of

HATICEALILATICH, CULTURAL IDMINITY, and whether the AlIC has

e

caaps er pnnishing dirserfing cadres. One ceould pget an imprescsion

that these icenes were raised as a natter of concern with interest to
ret acrurances, lle pointed cmt th~t nationalisation is not envisaged

to be whole-cale or inliscrimidnate in accordance with ANC policys

that rather we would 0 for monopoly industiries and give room for mixed
economye on this question the group wanted to know with equal interecst
af to how bism ie a group within the ANC which advocates socialist
policite and secks to impose whole-sale nationalisation. Our ancwer to
thie vent as far as indicating that the ANC is not dominated by any

particul~r tendency or sroup within its ranks, and that it is as we

e+

ay an all embracinys vanguard in which the puide and harmony is provided

by its policies based on the freedomn charter,

- %
O CULTURS: "e raid there would be room for South Africa's diversity

and that we would like to see each preserved as a heritage for all South
Africans as one natione Cur delegation told the students that there are
no punishment camps in the ANC and we emphasised rehabilitation for

for sometimes wven serious offenders against the revolution, aimed at
reforming genuine cases. llowever in cases of enemy spies and agents

we demanded to know what treatment should be expected for criminal

who after years of pelitical education, and sometimes strenous persua—
tion fail to make a person confess volunterily sc that pardon should

be eranted, It is important to note that some of the students were
diroct in requeseting clarification aboout pecple like cdile harrington

and others who are white acents of the Pretoria regime and were exposed and

apprehended recently,

There was discussion about the Uctober municipal elections both sides
debated the issue and reached consensus on the ANC support for the

boycott strategy. Some arguments against political non—participation

could sometimes be counter—prodnctivee.

e also discussed regional political problems brought about by the

SlAi arime : >3 14
reqime acts of dCStal) lllﬂation, the accords South Affﬁéa

has
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dishonoured with Dozambique and Angela. The recent talks around the
implementation of resolution 435 on the Namibian question, the withdrawa~l
of the SADF from Anrola and the Cuito Cuanawale morale-braker for the
vADFe On this point the students informed ue how the public is kept
ignorent about the effects and the human losces 1he regime has suffered

in Anfolae. Pierre de Vos said that some of the youth who had soene to
Anrola said Lhey are relieved that this 'mess' has finally come to an

end, they said the SABF morale had cempletely collapsed.,

At the end of the meeting, Mark Behr,, leader of the student delegation

on belalf of his delegation that they were very heppy to have met their
fellow brothers who are outside and that the meetings have been very
fruitful and edvcatives Further they have come to understand the

elrurgle clearly, on their return they will issue a statement expressing
their solidarity and commitment to the struggle, of course taking into
account the diverpent school of thougﬁ%s that exists in the ANC is the
leading force in the struprle for peace and justice. He said meetings of this

nature hetween fellow brotliers should be encourased.,




The drnanizations _to which thev bhelopn

— L L] L

Durina  our  meetino with the aroup we asked them +0 nive us  a

briefing abowt the oraanizationsg to which thev belona, their

size and influence, strateaies and the probleme thev fare .

(ne  of the members of the aroun waz from the Stellenbosc-h Black
Students’ Oroanisation. This waz formed infaormallv in 1985  apdc
was accorded recoanition by the SRC in 1987, There are 500 black
students at Stellenbosch. bt onlv about 20 are activiste, The
raaszan for this ie that manv of the black students who enroll at
“tellenbosch do =0 bhecavuze thev want a "guiet" atmospherae wh e re
thev can aet on with their stydies. Several are thus deliberate]v
trvinoito avoid politicised campuses such as UWC, In addition. as
the authorities recentliv acdmitted, black students applvina to
enroll at Stellenhosch are screened noliticallv before adimicssion.
the constituencvy s thus rather conservative and this Timits the

capacity af the Black Studentz’ Orcanisation to mobilicse them.

REAE af the arnoup were Jinked o NUSAS on Stellenbnsch cambus.
NLTEAE s now officiallv recoanised by the SRC and some of It
memter s, inzluwding several in the aroup, have been elected to
the RO, HUESAS has  oroanised a number of CTAaAMPDAITANES 1)
stellenbosch - on issues such as a living waae, militarisation,
ztate strateav and altornative culture. It also runs discussion
aroun =, IThe edjtor 21 the NUSAS paper was amona the oroup  and
several others work or worked on the official SRC newspaper. Die
Matie. IThi=z haz a circulation of 9.000 and was described az a
oo el - 5 A The importance of nat i®nal coordination and NUSAS’=
Link= with . the dJdemocratic movement Cthrowvoh the UDF) W A &
cstrozsszed., IThis enables MISAS bhranches to take wup natinnal issues
and  provides resources for them to do so. It also oprovides a

dearen of protection, For eaxample, HIISAS was  banned by the
authaorittiez at Stellenbozsch in 1987, Thi=, however, ied to - a

national nutLcrvy  and the avthorities relaented, liftina the ban
after aonlv one dav., Reaular liaison iz maintained with NUSAS at

e, The avowo told usx Lhat thev are able to use their position
A G Atrikanar vouth to "eet awav with thinas" on QIZASIONSE  &.,0,
thev have held a few meetinas in contravention of Emer Qencv
keauvlations with no repercussions. The strenaoth of NUSAS on

=tellenbosch s hard to measuygre with precision. A recent asthudv
inciocated that 2L Of StelVlenbozach students suppor ted e as
"left® of the reqgime i.e. evervithing from Worrall to the

democratl o movement, Thev zaid, however. that NUSASE had zucrceedod
in e=tablishing it=elf az the oppositinon at Stellenbtosch. Often
the Worrallites, NE and KF lined up toaether acain=t NUSAS I 1)
debates, Most =tudenis on campus were apathetic., Some aareed with
a SUARFD  =peaker that thiz reoresented proaress fraom previous
posittions of provivding positive support for the reaime. Others
disaareed savino the apathv concealed a hiah dearee of. cantinwing
cuppor o, Thev evpressed the view that the break of a number of
lecturers from the NF last vear was deeper than a partv political

break. A number had moved further in the period since mid-1987.

Other oraanisations on Stellenbosch campus included!




Ob ijectors’ Forum. Thiz meetse to mabilize arnound the Cconscr it i on

G, One  of the arouo was amonna the 143 who recentlyv refuced
their iy A2ty up and e active in this forum., It organises

diecuszions of varinus optiopns - a1l . emioration etc - and tries
to  deepen understanding of the politics of militarizsation. Th e
b= oan i=sun the aroun considered to be of mainr importance. Thev
indicated that discuszions were undevrwav to find wavs of R B W e W T

thea aap created by the bBanninm Bt the EGC. N which several werse
Aacztive, The ECC wa= however banned on the campuz =haort lv before a
DY anosEed launch lagt vear, Some members of the aroup also have

contacti=s with the Etellenbosch Youth Conaress (Steven) formed  on
June 16 this vear. We were told too that warkers on the campuss
h =l ioined a COSATILI union which had oraanized a protest march on
the administration on Auoust 21 callineg for wane increazes  and
thae  scrapping’ of the labour billg - the first such action at
Stellenbosch, ks v, one was |linked to the Lawvers for Human
Riaoghts which tries to oromote dicscussion of wav s lawvers can
relate to the struaale for democracv and offers leaqal advice.

Af ter AN attempt in 1987 to launch NUEAES at the Universijtv of

Fretoria had failed, those behind it oroanised another aroun
called Students for a Democratic Societv (&EDS), NUSAS waxm
reijecited by the. SRC as beina "contrarv to the Afrikaner

character™, SDS iz, howaver, effectivelv NUSAS in evervihinng buout

NAMme It has adonted the MNUSAS constitution and liaizses with the
MIISAS reoional cnordinator, Anain the importance of national
links was stressed, D& operates in a verv apathetic and hostile
environment, On v 200 . ot o f a total o f 22 .000 students
participate in anv kind of SRC =ocithtv at all. The Conzervative
aroup., with 400 supoporters, s the hionest and hest oraanised
nolitical aroup. hbut the NF s3till controls the SRO throuvah the
Ruiterwaa. SDS faces a pumber of difficulties: apathv. lanorance ,
2 shortane of people with anv ornanisational skills and a desire
1) the naprpt 0 F movaral o f the =mall number of potential
=vmpaltlhisorsas to becnme directly invealved in community work ani
oL Dothaar with etodent poldtice . DS does, however. have 1inks
with the Mamelodi Yooth Ornanisation and Mamelaodi CIvies, Its
membhers have also warked toagether with uniong on the anti-1labour
tve 11 TAmMDATOn.,

At the Iniversity of Port Elizabheth a rule banninn "ottt ics™”
from campus means that no oroanisation can operate officiallwv
throunh the GRC, In Mav 1987, a aroup called Concerned Students
waz formed off campus., Tt also works clozselv with NUSAS but it is
consivdered tactical lv NWi s to form a NUSAS branch AS siych .,
Anathyv was anain stressed as a maior factor., Althouaeh there are
20 full time and 200-400 black students at UPE. there is no blark
students’ organisation there.,

The member of the aroun from the Universitv af the Oranoe Free
State saitd that the universitv was the most conservative in t he
countrv, A survev showed that S0% of the universityv csupported the
NF . S0%  the - far-wrioht and 20% aroupsg :“"to “the left" - of the
aovernment (mainlv Worrallites and PFP)Y., 12 of the 17 members of
the SRC. nevertheless. belonaed to the 20% minoritv. There were

rJ




no  democratisal v inclined orcanisations on  campuzs., Lecturer:s:
had ecstablished a forum to discuss palitics., This met monthly but
waz  laraelv involved in trvinog to convert conservative alements
to le=s vreactionarv positinns,

A member of the avoun told ane of our  del eaation after the
meetina  that the avoun had been tremendouslv  imoreszsed and

influencesd by their meetinne with us, 10 of the 14 members of the
araun were in favour of makina a public statement on their return
declarving support hoth for the anals and the strateav of the ANC.
However this would have zplit the aroup and thev will probhab v
| ey for a formula to sav the zame thina leszs directlv and in A
wav which maintains their unitv,




