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. rlepllelslin0l11 01 striil(ing a deai,801ha appears 10 be investrment ii’'as effectively d
ried up since "the foreicn
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andlthlere are no official direc’'t 1npolts Of SOuthl | "-
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be ar’1 expl osive Com

reprisais for its ioie in shelving further e :conlom 0 ' 111011'v'lealth mni-s’1'1111m 1
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Imt in The Hague. 111 the rheantine ML5I Tlhatchel ' into the' plQiticai tur'moil. ’
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" gold and uranium Ms Thatcher noted that in sev-
eral cases the Soviet Union was the only other mgjor
_supplier and this woul d have obvi ous consequences
for Britain 4 "and .the West’s 4' Strategic interests.
Se’ condly,:-.-she awarned ' ' O . the azcrippling
sanctions coul d havevon the econom es of nei ghbour-

i ng states such as Zanbi a, Zi nbabwe, Botswana and
Mizanmbi que .7 'which have been increasing ' their
trade with South AfrieaxBothai-iand his Foreign 1

" Mnister Pik' Botha -

:South Africa would '"retaliate by repatriating bl ack
have repeatedly warned that

wor kers and withdrawing infrastructural facilities ifl
bl ack unenpl oynent 11.7? 1s exacerbated

gThe Frontline States are priv ately hoping that they
woul d be let off the hook if South Africa s majorl "
western trading partners. - Britain, the United States,
Japan, West Germany, Trance and Italy - could

agree on a package of substantial sanctions to be
revi ewed accordingl to progress towards specific

. goal s.

.- _The fragility and vul nerabthty of the South Afri-
can eeonom

oreign Affairs Omm 5 week. South African

Anbassal’or DCHI S Wirralls ala that If sanetlons

H

were i nposed South Africa m ght consider renegng

on its ntemational [oans By all accounts SA _eReserv
V' Bank Gov ernor Gerhard De Keck and his Treasury
officials - who have been scrupul ously careful HEX er

to suggest the possibility ofl a defaulltl - nearly hit
t he roof

Aware that the crunch for Britain - as one of the
S L VAR SRR V) I

South Africa 5 big three trading partners _ is close

at hand Ms Thatcher is follow ng a dual strategy: -.

" Firstly, she is naking cleaij to Botha in correspon-
ganete - and froma position of strength nounting a

" Il1lone hol ding operation against sanctions - that Ho we
. ah

- 6anl10t be sent bacll: lelllpty: -handed. A " 1. |
VWhat eyer Hoive' ¢ ne’
will use the EEC acchbrd to argue that the dial ogue ’

lo tilOn has not been exhausted aria ums

cede these neasures she has already sionalled to the
EEC- neasures which have already featured in a
Conmohueal th short list. In addition 5 e nay

prepared to cons sider a visa regine for South African
passport hol ders and Qther financial neasures such

as the ending of the double taxati on agreenent iiith
South Africa Ms Thatcher Irniglhtl eten concede a

ban on fruit and wine inpons in the interests of
Commoni xeal th unity and headi ng 01f a public_ row
with the Queen. But 'she is deternmined to resist

what has becone the Common sealth bottom line Ifor’
consensus on a sanctions paclzl age - 'the sex ering of
air links iLith South Af rica or, at leat, the denying
of landing lights to flights emanati ng from South

Africa soil. On this lattei issue Ms Thatcher has
been successfully | obbied by the B4 chairnma an Lord
King who on the eye olfl Iplriillatisation has pointed

bin that Siiissai’'r 4 not bound by EEC or_ Com

nonweal th agreenents - would nmerely take 10) el

BAI'S lucrative air traffic to Sdut h Aflriea

T W

|"Ms Thatcher also has the real threat of a serious

split in the Tolrly party to_ worry about. Approxim

Imy 8(1) Irilght- -Iwing hl'l1Ps against any furthei sanctions
-e. 3. 15131551343 _, ..’ -..- 1..
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have shown thenselv es to be better reorgani sed and
nore force: ul than a nore nebul ous group of

_ between 30 and 50 f’'wet" Tories grouping under the
banner of Consenatives for Fundamental Change

| ed by MPs Robert Adl ey, Tinothy Rathbone and

Huge Dyltes. But the real Tory resistance cones
fromthe 30 Tory backbenehers .---i _ncluding three

" fornmer minis: ers: -- and one Cabinet Mnister (Tom
Ki ng) Who have directorshi ps consul tancies or share-:
" holdings in conmpanies listed by the United Nations
as having assets in South Africa-.There are also 110’
| ess than 25 Tory MPs who have enjoyed expenses-

- paid "trips to South"Aflica"at’ the invitation of
Anbassador: Worrall;::(lronically,’;:Messrs :.Adl ey,
Dykes and Rat hbone broke awayfromsuch a trip

to discover the real South Africar’the same South

. Africa that LordBarber, a regular Visitor to South
"11
Africa; discovered foi the first time asea menber of
the EPG ) But, perhaps, the nost inportant factor

in Ms Thatcher, a reckoning 011 South Africa is the

i nfl uence of her husband Dennis who is known to

be highly sy npathetic and as a director of Burnah

Ol, is a frequent visitor to the country. *'''’'" b5;
-Pelhaps nore significant than sanctions, though ,

(and these are) already sonmewhat devalued in'their
potential) are noves on both sidesfof the Atlantic

to bring the ANC in fromthe' col d'of the Seviet

orbit. Mnister of State Lynda Chal ker’s neeting

with Aiver Tanbo represents a significant shift’'in

" British foreign policy and has effectively boxed MLs’
Thatcher into a position which nmakes the inclusion
..:of the ANC a Ipre- requisite for any British- backed
settlenent in South Africa This is ' _where Botha:

eould run into trouble with his plans to Strike 21 deal
with Buthelezi Behind the iton lid O repreSSioii

f widespread detention of trade iinion |eaders chuich
-’ leaders, and civic and conmunity | eaders, and s: rin-
gent press censotship the outline of a sulyil al plan
are taking shape Buthelezi Is call for the rel ease ofl
Nel son Mandela as a pre- reghisiie for his paltieipa
tion in the national statutory counCi|l is the key to
the plan. This was stressed by Buthelezi at a lr'ally
in Soweto at the weekend attended by 15,000 and.
allowed to ptoeeed in spite of the ban on politica
nmeetings and open air lgathllllerings. Buthelezi explain
ned his position in a letter to thegauthoritative
(Johannesburg) Financial 1110i! He made it clear in
the letter that his (Buthelezi s) paitieipation did Inot
depend on Mandela’ s participation but nmerely on

his release "I’ I Welther or not the ANC nission in
exil e deeldes to participate, is a inatter which Dr’
Mandel a and M O iver Tambo ixill bait: to Sort out

between tlhelrnslellves, " Bulthelelin 11191;; ' " '~
Presidential plerogative
g :l-Ir

This has presented Botha 1- at a critical juneture -
with an opportunity to lel ease Mandel a 1n response

to a request tron: an "aeceptabl ef’ black | eader who
conmands real power (7 mllion Zulu s and nore

than a inillion paid- -up nernbers ofln/crmhq el ai ni cd)
which vbtild be seen as unlocking the Ikey to black/I,
4 white | power Sharing and negotiation - 111th the 13105
pect, in thezry at |east, of breaking the cycle of
violenlcle-1 in the eounltrlyl But it is highly doul btfull
4.12;"; ... A"’
Trlj’
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whet hei even Thatcher could be; seen to supportino

any deal 11 hich exeluded Mandela oi the ANC "
3111111211: arrangene nts V1111 all becone the subjeet
of debate and negotiation in the Nat 101131 St atutorv
Council,w lile Botha has to seek general appto 3.1

for his blaek/whi te power- sharing a mgenents '21

a special’ federal congress sofethe tuiing Aan’ona
Party in md- AugusL The enpoxxeritiglle-gislation
D41

The recent congress of Tunisia 5 domi l1llamioli tica
party, the Partt’ Soci; liste. Destourz’'ewz (PSD), has
been the scene for a further setback for the countty s
bel eaguered prine m nister, Mhamred Mali. Dur-

ing the past few nonths, Mali has had to suffer

the indignityof seeing the oetagenarian Tunisian
president-f’'or-life, Habi h Bourguiba, 1repl ace cl ose
friends and strip himof one of his own ministeria
portfol’ 105 in three nministerial reshumes (AC Vol. 27
No. "11) :.’, : 1. 42; . .. -: -- -

In late April, the prime mnister had to give up

his interior portfolio, (11. hlch he had held since Driss
Guiga fled the country after the January 1984 bread
riots) to Gen. Zine El Abidine’ Ben Ali. the hardline
security chief who is reviled by manyTuni si ans as

the man responsi ble for the suppression in 1978 of
Tunisia' s trade union federation. the Union CGenerate
des Travailfeurs Tunisz'ens (UGIT). anrlier Mali

had to accept’a close political friend, Mzri Chekir
bei ng ousted as public adm nistation mnister by the

, ..U

-l .- 7. K a

" president’s |atest protege, vMansour Skiri. ,Skiri, who
recently’ teplaced 'the president’s confidant of’'tive
decades, 'Allala Laouiti had been governor of the
presidentis’ birthplace,"1&l0nastir;-and so cone -to
political ’prominence. :Another blowfell on 5 My

" when the premier’s protege in'the national education
post, " Mohaned Frej Chedli, was forced out, and

repl aced by Abdel azi zraBen Dhia, 'who had been

hi gher education mnister;-"H s post went in turn to
anot her presidential favourite, Anor Chadli, who

had been rector of Tunis university during’ 115 recent
reOrgani sati on but who al so doubl es as the presi

dent 5 personal physician. 'There were several other

m no’ r"changes affecting the youth and sports,"
finance and justice portfolios as weli - all decreed
by President Bourguiba ' s 1'1 I

' .-The party con gress 11 as a source of concern to
Meali -- not |east because of the succession issue.
Aecording to the constitution after the president 5
death his post should devolve on the prime mnister
until the next National Assenbly elections, but it is
by .’ no neans eenaitt that the prinme nmnister wll
succeed' in the face of Conpetition frominfluentia
figures in -"the "pal ace at Carthage. ’'issues such ’as
m ni steriai’ changes initiated or sanctioned by the
president are seen as’crucial pointers to the prine
mnister’'s '"stability and the president’s

particularly his referencesito the' prinme mnister -:

-1"5".1 .1-...-.1..Y - -
__are eagerly conbed for further evidense cf. Mali’s.
current status.i Alt hough herreceived the expected 7
presidential benediction during the president’s speech
to the congress on 19 June,’it was’ couehed in such
'speeehes 1: -
--union martyr Ferhal Hached - appointed to sweeten
1 7.1;;..2..1 :1:me’5;2.1(1,...311. .A .Lxru.;...Wiu_la.L-.u..1le- ..M .’ M
I |
1;s ;. krlc.T.-;:.. (1.2: -12.-
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" understandithat 11151512011111 al so be- decisions on the - 7 -
Goup Areas Act - its repeal and replacenment with

a ulocal option" policy and a possible review of the

race classification laws. f :12?; : ..-11r:1 . .:i".::( 1151 r’
_ - But the basic concept of separate developnent W
still re ainintact, and this is likely :to pro.e.the
" occasion for an innediate head on. coIIision i f any
of these ela borate political structures are ever put -
".f eonld be passed by Parliai’nent -a- 1' ek latex. 'Xx'e . into notion as vehicles fo
r negottatton.’

5,1 111113 1.; 1.1.21.1. _ 131111 11.11 the

e |

11111: 'L. 1.11

g 10mc ternms that Rizali must have. felt even nore

i nsecure than before. Instead of acknow edgi ng him

as his suCEessor :Jas has been the' case in the past-

Presi dent Bourgui ba nerely stated that the prine

m ni ster was worthy of his confidence as prine

m ni ster and as secretary general of the DSP,

today, as in the future. * -’ -5 p- -

- After being damed 111111 th|s faint pra|se the

prime minister then went on to suffer further humli-

ati onsnrhe’ new political bureau of the party (a

cruci al source of power in which Mali is the secret-

ary-general ) neverthel ess contains |arge nunbers of

enem es; his officially designated coll aborators; the

- newy instituted deputy’ seeretary generals of the

party, are all bitter enem es - Mansour Skiri Anor

Chadli and Gen Ben Ali. -- .1: - -

Even worse, although the txx enty netnbers of

the political bureau are normally appointed by the

presideht, 11115.90 nenbers .of the party"s centra

_eonmittee are elected by the congress. On this occa-

sion, "howevel',.- the president . sinply .arrogated #to.

hi ni sei f-the n' ght’ of nominating them’- despite pro-

"tests fromthe 1,120 :congress delegat’'es .fronm the

2,600 DSP party cells.” This nove effectively under

m ned ' Mzal i’ si powerbase inside theparty "as 'his

friends and nom nees |ost their places on the centra

commtitteeby presidential tiathhe Final humiliation

cane’ aS-Mzali himself was left to justify the 'presi-

"dent’s actidn to the assenbl ed del e.gates 'The presi-

dent xxanted; he told them-- to avoid the,. ’

negati xe aspects of the usual voting procedure ishich

are often traumatic, taken as a reference to argu-

nents during the 1971 and 1979 congresses: -

1: 711

fam h’ msfortunes 1;" . : -

- "As aresult OV the congress the Mezali has se en his

support in the party machinery whittled away to

virtuallv nothing. And, four days after the congress

finished 'the president noved agai nst the prine

mnister 5 wife, by announcing the di sappearance of

"th’e ministry for women s and fanmily affairs create d

by Mrali in Novenmber 1983. Ms Fathia Maii had

al ready been’iforeed out fromthe DSP sTpoliiiea

bureau, of Which 'she had been a nmenber’since 197

a few days’ before, -when the president announced

the new makeup of the bureau. The only consol ation .-

in -all this has been that the minister’ of’ work,

N onrcddi nc Hached -’the Son of Tunisias trade

the pl111 Of repressionlast” year,: has 11:117. lost 1115 -

post; ' The ministry has been absorbed iiito’ thesocia

————— aete- eMls

ééuriij portloli O under Ri dha Hanza. ; ¢



