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M Chai r per son,

Your Excell ency,

Di stingui shed Publishers and Proprietors,

Ladi es and Gentl enen,

Permt ne 'to express ny profound appreciation of the invitation
extended to ne by the International Federation of Newspaper

Publishers to address this inportant assenbly. | consider it a great
honour that your organi sation has asked me to share our views with
you on this occasion. | recognise that this is an honour bestowed not

on nme personally, but on the novenent which | have been associ ated
with all of nmy adult life.

Vour conference takes place in the context of a rapidly changing
world. During this century, which has w tnessed upheaval s and
transformati ons of daunting proportions, the present decade will be
recorded as a period of intense change, that has swept away
institutions of long standing and is inaugurating a new age of

The People Shall Govern



WE KNOW FULL WELL THE DI FFI CULT Cl RCUMSTANCES UNDER

VWH CH DEMOCRATI C ORGANI SATI ONS HAVE TO FUNCTI ON.  SI NCE
OUR NATI ONAL CONGRESS, THE LEVELS OF VI OLENCE HAVE
ESCALATED DRAMATI CALLY. MAN Y LOCAL LEADERS HAVE BEEN
ASSASSI NATED. | N MANY PARTS OF OUR COUNTRY I T HAS

BECOVE EXTREMELY HAZARDOUS TO MEET, SO THAT MUCH OF

THE DI SCUSSI ON WHI CH W LL | NFORM OUR DELI BERATI ON S HERE,
HAS TAKEN PLACE WHI LE TOWNSHI PS WERE UNDER VI Cl QUS
ATTACK. WE HAVE W TNESSED AN | NTENSI FI CATI ON OF

ATTEMPT S TO DESTABI LI SE THE ANC, TO LIMT OUR CAPACI TY
TO ORGANI SE AND TO PROJECT OUR VI SION. THE CONTI NUED

EXI STENCE OF STATE COVERT OPERATI ONS W TH THEI R SI NI STER
AGENDAS, | NCLUDES FORMAL ASSASSI NATI ON PLANS, ARE

REM NDERS OF THE ODDS AGAI NST US.

YET ALL OF OUR REG ONS HAVE HELD VERY SUCCESSFUL

REG ONAL PREPARATCRY CONFERENCES. THIS IN I TSELF IS A
REMARKABLE VI CTCRY.

WE ARE PROUD OF THE FACT THAT MOST OF OUR SUBM SSI ONS
TO THI'S CONFERENCE W LL BE | NFORMED BY OPI NI ONS AND



fuelling the violence that has decimated the Hfrican popul ati on of
Nat al and the w twatersrand. Proof has now been provided. The

i nvestigations that have uncovered the sordid facts were conducted

by smal |, independent publications who have pi oneered a new

tradition of investigative journalismwhich South Hfrica has sorely

| acked for the last 30 years. That the crimnals in high places
responsi ble for these deeds m ght one day, soon, be brought to
justice is a tribute to the alternative and i ndependent weekly
newspapers. The courage shown by these endeavours needs also to be
recogni sed.

Founded at a tine of severe repression, it was these publications that
kept the flag of press freedomflying in the face of draconian press
censorship. They offered a platformto the people and issues
general |y excluded fromthe mainstreamprint media. The established
newspapers are beginning to follow the | ead given by the alternatives
in order to conpete.

Peopl e on both sides of the political spectrum particularly those in
authority, are aware that the activities of the alternative nedia are
under close scrutiny. Rs recently as the weekend of May 15th, the

M ni ster of Law and Order in South Hfrica brought an injunction
against the "Ueekly Mail" and ttDi e Urge U eekbl ad" to prevent these
two papers frombringing to light facts they had uncovered of police
wr ongdoi ng and a conspiracy to fuel violence.

The renoval from South Hfrica's Statute books of the scores of |aws,
ordi nances, regul ations and adninistrative neasures that abridge the
rights of South Hfrican citizens to know the truth, and which repress
the freedomof the nedia to publish, is essential for the creation of a
climate of free political actiuitg. we have insisted that this be

ef fected as speedily as possible because these | aws provide a
conveni ent shield to conceal governnent nisdeeds. They al so inhibit
the gromh of a denocratic culture that is beginning to find roots, and
whi ch needs careful nurturing.

The tradition that has energed through this process nust he
safeguarded if we are to achi eve denbcracy in South Hfrica. Hcritica



we hope that the new political climte, created through the struggle
of our people, in which the alternative media play an outstanding role,
will afford the two sides of our nmedia industry the opportunity to
accept each other as partners, with a shared interest in defending
freedom of the press now and in the new di spensation.

we stress that the nmainstream medi a have an equal interest in

ensuring the diversity of the South Hfrican press even in the teeth of
the economc pressures that militate towards nonopolies.

Hs the South Hfrican newspaper industry rejoins the world media
conmunity, it is inportant that meaningful steps are taken to reduce
the inbal ances in control and access to the nedia. In this regard it is
necessary that the congl onerates who today bestride the South

Hfri can nmedia like colossi, find ways to di saggregate thensel ves so as
to nmake room for other players.

M . Chairperson.

Despite the indecisive outcone of Codesa Il, which stalled precisely
because the National Party and Government refused to accept

denocratic principles, we have no doubt that denocracy is the
inevitable result of the negotiating process now underway.

Qur country is making a troubled transition fromraci sm

and apartheid to denocracy. Qur path is beset with problens and at
times the battalions of denobcracy are besieged by those of our

di scredited past. Those who want to cling to this past are determ ned
to see us fail. It is they who are the agency for what has been
projected to the international comunity as black on bl ack viol ence;
as inter-ethnic pogroms; or, at best, the expression of a prinordia
Hfri can intol erance of a diversity of political opinions.

There is now conpel |l ing evidence inplicating el enents of the State
Security organs in the orchestration of these violent deeds. The
shocking indifference of the majority of our white conpatriots, which
sadly finds reflection also in our nass circulation daily newspapers, to
this heartless bloodletting is a cause for great concern. The De Klerk
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The essence of the problemis not one of percentages or arithnetic. It

is that the National Party is trying to hold on to power at al
costs,introducing mnority ueto powers in a variety of ways that can

only result in paralysis of decision making, strife and great instability.
Thi s intransi gence fundanentally affects the very process of
denocrati sati on of the country.

The majority of disenfranchised South H ricans can ill-afford to wait
patiently while the privileged mnority mull over the inplications
denocracy will have for them Those who delay the birth of

denocracy assunme an awesone responsibility and shoul d be aware of

the risks their actions entail for the country as a whole. Qur people
cannot postpone their hunger. Neither can their freedom be

post poned. Tine is not on our side. South Hfrica needs denobcracy as
much as its drg earth needs rain. The undoubted potential of our
country and its people will never be realised without it.

The HNC is fully aware that its own track record and comitnent to
justice has been subjected to question. we understand and wel cone

the concern expressed by our own, South Rfrican nmedia, and that of
the worl d.

| have often said that the nedia are a mirror through which we can
see ourselves as others perceive us, warts and all. The Hfrican

Nati onal Congress has nothing to fear fromcriticism | can prom se
you, we shall not wilt under criticismor close exam nation. It is our
consi dered view that criticismcan only help us to grow, bg calling
attention to those of our actions and om ssions which do not neasure
up to our people’s expectations and the denocratic values to which
the FI NE subscri bes.

Many, including well-known international agencies, have expressed
concern about allegations that the HNC has abused, maltreated and
even tortured people it held in custodg as agents in the enploy of the
apartheid government. we also want to get to the bottomof this
matter. It is for that reason that the HNC has established its own
Conmi ssion of Enquiry, conposed of distinguished nenbers of the

bar, with inpeccable records. we would have preferred that the
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Party’'s faithful servants, the South H ri can Broadcasti ng Coropration.
Such a free press will tenper the appetite of ang governnent to

amass power at the expense of the citizen. 8 free press will be the

vi gi l ant wat chdog of the South Hfrican public against the tenptation
to abuse power. This is all the nore reason why the press in South
Hfrica, including in its ownership, should reflect the conposition and
varied viewpoints of all our people.

The Hfrican National Congress reiterates its commtment to the

attai nment of freedom of the press in South Hrica as a denocratic

obj ective of intrinsic val ue.

The tide in the annals of all countries and peopl es ebbs and fl ows.
Even when it appears we have sustained reuerses it would be foolish

to despair. South Hfrica is experiencing the terrible birth pangs
occasi oned by a dempcracy struggling to be born.If we are to secure
the life of the nmother and her child, we dare not fall

In closing, permt ne to quote the words of that denpcratic
journalist. Thonas Pai ne:

itThese are the tines that try nen’s souls: The sumrer sol dier and the

sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink fromthe service of their
country; but he that stands it now, deserves the |ove and thanks of
man and wonman. TgranngJi ke hell, is not easily conquered; Yet we

have this consolation with us,that the harder the conflict, the nore
glorious the triunph."
Thank You for the opportunity to speak to you today.



