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CHAPTE R FOUR 

THE ANC AND WORKERS'  O R G A N I S A T I O N S  

T h e  R i s e  a n d  F a l l  o f  t h e  I C U

I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  n o  a c c i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  a n d  

C o m m e r c i a l  W o r k e r s '  U n i o n  ( I C U )  w a s  f o r m e d  i n  1 9 1 9 .  T h e  I C U  h a s  

n o t  b e e n  w i t h o u t  a n t e c e d e n t s .  O n e  o f  t h e m  w a s  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  

W o r k e r s  o f  A f r i c a ,  a n  A f r i c a n  t r a d e  u n i o n  f o r m e d  i n  1 9 1 7  b y  t h e  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o c i a l i s t  L e a g u e ,  t h e  f o r e r u n n e r  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  

P a r t y  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  T h e  I n d u s t r i a l  W o r k e r s  o f  A f r i c a  f o u g h t  

a g a i n s t  p a s s  l a w s  a n d  f o r  h i g h e r  w a g e s ;  i t  s t r o v e  t o  h e i g h t e n  t h e  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  w o r k e r s .  I t  w a s  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  

c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  B a l c k  w o r k e r s .  I t  c o u l d  n o t  l a s t  

l o n g .  W h e n  t h e  I C U  w a s  f o r m e d ,  i t  c o o p e r a t e d  w i t h  i t  i n  

o r g a n i s i n g  s t r i k e s  b u t  l a t e r  j o i n e d  t h e  I C U  e n  b l o c .  I t  d i d  n o t  

" d i s a p p e a r "  b u t  i t  g r e w  q u a l i t a t i v e l y  a n d  q u a n t i t a t i v e l y .

T h e  I C U  -  w h i c h  t h e  A f r i c a n  w o r k e r s  l a t e r  c a l l e d  " I  s e e  y o u ,  

w h i t e  m a n "  -  w a s  f o r m e d  b y  C l e m e n t s  K a d a l i e  o n  J a n u a r y  1 7 ,  1 9 1 9 .

Who w a s  C l e m e n t s  K a d a l i e ?  C l e m e n t s  K a d a l i e  h a s  g i v e n  u s  h i s  l i f e  

s t o r y  i n  h i s  a u t o b i o g r a p h y .  <194> I t  i s  a n  u n u s u a l  b o o k  i n  t h a t  

K a d a l i e  i s  s o  c o n s c i o u s  o f  h i s  q u a l i t i e s ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  

s i g n i f i c a n c e .  T h e s e  a r e  p e r h a p s  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  o f  a n  o l d  man -  

h i s  b o o k  w a s  w r i t t e n  a  f e w  y e a r s  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h  i n  E a s t  L o n d o n  

( C a p e  P r o v i n c e )  i n  1 9 5 1  a n d  i t  w a s  f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 7 0 .  

B e f o r e  we d e a l  w i t h  K a d a l i e ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  i m p a c t ,  s u c c e s s  a n d  

f a i l u r e s ,  l e t  u s  k n o w t h e  man f i r s t .
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B o r n  a t  C h i f i r a  V i l l a g e ,  n e a r  B a n d a w e  M i s s i o n  S t a t i o n  on t h e  

w e s t  s h o r e s  o f  L a k e  N y a s a  w h e r e  t h e  f i r s t  S c o t t i s h  M i s s i o n a r i e s  

l e d  b y  R o b e r t  L a w s  o f  L i v i n g s t o n i a , b e g a n  t h e i r  w o r k  i n  E a s t  

C e n t r a l  A f r i c a  ( t h e n  N y a s a l a n d ,  n o w  M a l a w i ) ,  C l e m e n t s  K a d a l i e  

d e v e l o p e d  n o t  o n l y  t o  b e  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  A f r i c a n  t r a d e  u n i o n i s m  i n  

S o u t h  A f r i c a  b u t  b e c a m e  a n  h i s t o r i c  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  

h i s t o r y  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  H i s  e x a c t  d a t e  o f  b i r t h  i s  n o t  k n o w n  

" b u t  i t  w a s  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  M i s s i o n  R e g i s t e r  t h a t  I  w a s  

c h r i s t e n e d  o n  E a s t e r  D a y  1 8 9 6 " .  < 1 9 5 >  He w a s  t h e  g r a n d s o n  o f

C h i e f  C h i m e y u  -  a  p a r a m o u n t  c h i e f  o f  t h e  N g o n i  " t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  

A s k a r i  g r o u p  i n  E a s t  C e n t r a l  A f r i c a " ,  t h e  " d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  

Z u l u " ,  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  s o n  o f  M u s a  K a d a l i e .  H i s  g r a n d f a t h e r  h a d  a 

f i r s t  m e e t i n g  w i t h  a  " m z u n g u "  -  a  w h i t e  m a n ,  who t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  

D r  D a v i d  L i v i n g s t o n e .

K a d a l i e  w e n t  t o  s c h o o l  p a s s i n g  t h e  n o r m a l  c o u r s e  " w h i c h  i s  

t o d a y  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  m a t r i c u l a t i o n  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a "  a n d  l a t e r  i n  

C a p e  T o w n  h e  e n r o l l e d  w i t h  t h e  E f f i c i e n c y  I n s t i t u t e ,  t a k i n g  

l e s s o n s  i n  t h e  " a r t  o f  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g " .  He  a c t e d  a s  t h e  

P r i n c i p a l ' s  p r i v a t e  s e c r e t a r y  a n d  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  YMCA a n d  l a t e r  

a s  H e a d  T e a c h e r  i n  N y a s a l a n d  ( M a l a w i ) .  He t a u g h t  f o r  a  y e a r  i n  

N y a s a l a n d  a n d  " I  l e f t  h o m e  e a r l y  i n  1 9 1 5  i n  q u e s t  o f  a  h i g h e r  

c i v i l i s e d  l i f e " .  < 1 9 6 >  He t r a v e l l e d  o n  f o o t  t o  P o r t u g u e s e  E a s t  

A f r i c a  ( M o z a m b i q u e )  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  s t a n d  i t  t h e r e  b e c a u s e  " t h e  

c o t t o n  p l a n t e r ,  who  w a s  a n  E n g l i s h m a n ,  w a s  v e r y  c r u e l .  He d a i l y  

s j a r n b o k k e d  l a b o u r e r s  f o r  p e t t y  o f f e n c e s .  A t  t i m e s  h e  s h o t  a t  t h e  

n a t i v e  l a b o u r e r s . "  < 1 9 7 >  A f t e r  a m o n t h  h e  l e f t  f o r  S o u t h e r n  

R h o d e s i a  ( Z i m b a b w e )  w h e r e  h e  w o r k e d  o n  t h e  S h a m v a  M i n e .  He  

w o r k e d  a s  a c l e r k  b u t  l a t e r  t h i n g s  b e c a m e  h o t .  He m o v e d  o n  t o
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S a l i s b u r y  a n d  t h e n  t o  t h e  F a l c o n  M i n e s  i n  U m v u m a ,  n e a r  F o r t  

V i c t o r i a .  H e r e  t h e  c o m p o u n d  m a n a g e r  w a s  v e r y  c u r e l : " T h i s  man

u s e d  t o  g e t  up a t  a b o u t  4 . a . m .  d a i l y  i n  o r d e r  t o  s e n d  o u t  v a r i o u s  

s h i f t s .  E v e r y  m o r n i n g  h e  s j a r n b o k k e d  t h e  A f r i c a n  m i n e r s ,  w h i l e  

h i s  c u r e l  d o g s  w o u l d  c o m e  t o  h i s  a i d  b y  b i t i n g  h i s  v i c t i m s  t o  

d e a t h  a t  t i m e s . "

D u r i n g  t h e  F i r s t  W o r l d  W a r ,  C l e m e n t s  K a d a l i e  e n l i s t e d  i n  t h e  

a r m y  b u t  t h i s  c o u l d  n o t  m a t e r i a l i s e  a n d  h e  t h e r e f o r e  d e c i d e d  t o  

l e a v e  Umv uma f o r  B u l a w a y o .  T h i s  w a s  i n  1 9 1 6 .  E a r l y  i n  1 9 1 8 ,  h e  

w a s  i n  K i m b e r l e y  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  a n d  s o o n  t h e r e a f t e r  r e a c h e d  C a p e  

T o wn w h e r e  h e  w a s  w e l c o m e d  a t  t h e  s t a t i o n  b y  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  R o b e r t  

V i c t o r  K a d a l i e .  I n  C a p e  T o wn  h e  w a s  e m p l o y e d  i n  v a r i o u s  j o b s  a s  

a  p a c k e r ,  m e s s e n g e r ,  " d e l i v e r y  b o y " ,  e t c .

T h i s  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  C l e m e n t s  K a d a l i e  i s  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  

i t  t h r o w s  l i g h t  o n  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  s o me  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  

f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  A f r i c a n  w o r k e r s  ( p e r h a p s  i t  e x p l a i n s  a s p e c t s  

o f  t h e i r  p o l i t i c s  a n d  b e h a v i o u r )  a n d  t h i s  h e l p s  u s  t o  b e  m o r e  

r e a l i s t i c  i n  a s s e s s i n g  t h e i r  a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  w e a k n e s s e s  a n d  

m i s t a k e s .  H e r e  i s  a  ma n  w h o  c a m e  f r o m  a r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l  o f f  

f a m i l y ;  who a c q u i r e d  s o me  m i s s i o n a r y  e d u c a t i o n ;  w o r k e d  a t  t h e  

m i n e s  i n  R h o d e s i a  a n d  e n t e r e d  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  l a b o u r  f o r c e  -  

n o t  v i a  t h e  m i n e s  -  m o b i l i s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  l a b o u r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  h e  

f o r m e d .

T h o u g h  t h e r e  w e r e  r e a s o n s  a n d  c a u s e s  f o r  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  

t h e  I C U  -  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  l a w s  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  -  i t s  a c t u a l  

f o r m a t i o n  w a s  " a c c i d e n t a l " .  C l e m e n t s  K a d a l i e  w a s  r e a d i n g  t h e  

C a p e  A r g u s  i n  D a r l i n g  S t r e e t  ( C a p e  T o w n )  t o  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  w h e n  a 

E u r o p e a n  c o n s t a b l e  p u s h e d  h i m  o f f  t h e  p a v e m e n t  a n d  a s s a u l t e d  h i m
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a t  t h e  s a me  t i m e .  A E u r o p e a n  who t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  A F B a t t y ,  who  

w a s  t o  c o n t e s t  t h e  C a p e  T o w n  H a r b o u r  C o n s t i t u e n c y  i n  a 

b y e - e l e c t i o n  a s  a  L a b o u r  P a r t y  c a n d i d a t e ,  a d v i s e d  K a d a l i e  t o  

r e p o r t  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  p o l i c e .  I n s t e a d  o f  l i s t e n i n g  t o  h i s  

c a s e ,  t h e  s e r g e a n t  i n  c h a r g e  s t a r t e d  c r o s s  e x a m i n i n g  K a d a l i e  a n d  

m a d e  a n  a p o l o g y  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  c o n s t a b l e .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  

c o n s t a b l e  ma d e  t h e  a s s u l t  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  m e n t a l  w e a k n e s s  a r i s i n g  

f r o m  o v e r w o r k  w i t h  t h e  e p i d e m i c  c a s e s  w h i c h  w e r e  r a g i n g  i n  t h e  

c i t y  1

K a d a l i e  m e t  B a t t y  w h o  e n r o l l e d  h i m  a s  h i s  e l e c t o r a l  a g e n t .  

T h e y  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f  f o r m i n g  a t r a d e  u n i o n  a n d  

B a t t y  a d v i s e d  K a d a l i e  t h a t  h e  ( K a d a l i e )  s h o u l d  " e m b a r k  o n  t r a d e  

u n i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  i n s t e a d  o f  p o l i t i c s "  < 1 9 8 >  T h e  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  

w a s  h e l d  i n  E x c e l s i o r  H a l l ,  B u i t e n g r a c h t  S t r e e t ,  on J a n u a r y  1 7 ,  

1 9 1 9 .  2 4  m e m b e r s ,  m o s t l y  C o l o u r e d s ,  w e r e  e n r o l l e d  t h a t  d a y  a n d

2 4  s h i l l i n g s  w a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  a s  e n t r a n c e  f e e .  T h e  f i r s t  b a n k i n g  

a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  I C U  w a s  o p e n e d  a n d  i t  w a s  r e s o l v e d  t o  h o l d  w e e k l y  

m e e t i n g s .

S o o n  a f t e r  i t s  f o r m a t i o n ,  t o  b e  p r e c i s e  o n  D e c e m b e r  1 7 ,  

1 9 1 9 ,  K a d a l i e  b r o u g h t  A f r i c a n  a n d  C o l o u r e d  d o c k  w o r k e r s  o u t  on

s t r i k e .  T h e  s t r i k e  c a m e  a b o u t  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a p p e a l  b y  t h e

W h i t e  R a i l w a y  W o r k e r s  U n i o n  w h i c h  a s k e d  t h e  I C U  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  

p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  e x p o r t  o f  f o o d .  T h e  I C U a g r e e d  t o  h e l p ,  b u t  a d d e d

i t s  own d e m a n d  f o r  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  w a g e s  f o r  i t s  m e m b e r s .  T h e

s t r i k e  w a s  s u c c e s s f u l  b u t  t h e  W h i t e  R a i l w a y m e n  r e f u s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  

t h e  d e m a n d s  o f  t h e  I CU b e c a u s e ,  t h e y  a l l e g e d ,  t h e  I C U  h a d  g o n e  

b e y o n d  i t s  o r i g i n a l  a g e e m e n t .  T h u s  t h e  s e e d s  o f  c o n f u s i o n  a n d  

d i s a g r e e m e n t  w e r e  s o w n  r i g h t  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g .
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I n  1 9 2 0 ,  t h e  I C U  b e c a m e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  o f  t h e  

w o r k i n g  p e o p l e  i n  P o r t  E l i z a b e t h  w h e n  i t  h a d  t o  m o u r n  i t s  f i r s t  

A f r i c a n  m a r t y r s  -  2 3  p e o p l e  k i l l e d  a n d  m a n y  m o r e  i n j u r e d  i n  a 

m a s s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n .  D u r i n g  t h e  w a r ,  t h e  p r i c e s  o f  f o o d s t u f f s  a n d  

n e c e s s i t i e s  i n  P o r t  E l i z a b e t h  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 0 5 %  a n d  t h e  

mi n i mu m w a g e  o f  A f r i c a n s  w a s  4 s h i l l i n g s  a  d a y  a n d  t h i s  " l e f t  t h e  

A f r i c a n  r e a l  i n c o m e  b e l o w  t h a t  o f  1 9 1 4 "  < 1 9 9 >  T h i s  w a s  t h e  c a u s e  

o f  t h e  p r o b l e m .  T h e  m a s s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  w a s  f o r  1 0  s h i l l i n g s  a  

d a y .  T h e  l e a d e r  o f  P o r t  E l i z a b e t h ,  M a s a b a l a l a ,  " a  w e l l  e d u c a t e d  

A f r i c a n  i n  t h e  e m p l o y  o f  L e n n o n s  ( W h o l e s a l e  C h e m i s t s )  w h e r e  he  

w a s  l i k e d  a n d  r e s p e c t e d "  a n d  " a  g o o d  s p e a k e r  a n d  p o p u l a r  a t  

m e e t i n g s "  w a s  a r r e s t e d .  < 2 0 0 >  A C o m m i s s i o n  o f  I n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e s e  

d i s t u r b a n c e s  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  I C U  d e m a n d e d  

t h a t  a  B l a c k  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n :  " F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e

i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  a  n o n - E u r o p e a n ,  D r  A A b d u r a h m a n ,  

w a s  a p p o i n t e d  o n  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  I n q u i r y " .  < 2 0 1 >

I t  w a s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  I C U  s p r e a d  l i k e  a v e l d  f i r e ;  

f r o m  1 9 2 2 - 2  4 K a d a l i e  c o n s o l i d a t e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  C a p e  

P r o v i n c e  a n d  l a t e r  o n  K a d a l i e  b e g a n  t o  a d v a n c e  i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  

d i s t r i c t s  a n d  i n t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p r o v i n c e s  a n d  t h i s  l e d  t o  t h e  

r a p i d  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  I C U .  I t s  m e m b e r s h i p  i n c r e a s e d  r a p i d l y  f r o m  

3 0 , 0 0 0  i n  1 9 2 4 ,  t o  3 9 , 0 0 0  i n  1 9 2 6  a n d  b y  1 9 2 7  i t  h a d  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  

m e m b e r s !  T h i s  s h o u l d  b e  v i e w e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  t h a t  i n  t h e  

y e a r s  1 9 1 8 - 2 1  S o u t h  A f r i c a  h a d  8 0 1 , 0 0 0  A f r i c a n  w o r k e r s  ( 3 5 0 , 0 0 0  

i n  m i n i n g  a n d  t r a n s p o r t  a n d  4 5 0 , 0 0 0  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e )  o u t  o f  a 

t o t a l  o f  1 , 0 6 0 , 0 0 0  w o r k e r s .  < 2 0 2 >  E v e n  t h e  p r e s t i g e  o f  t h e  I C U  

w a s  r i s i n g  a t  t h i s  p e r i o d  -  a t  E a s t e r  i n  1 9 2 5 ,  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  

T r a d e s  U n i o n  C o n g r e s s  p a s s e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e
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B l o e m f o n t e i n  d e m a n d  o f  t h e  I C U f o r  a mi ni mum w a g e :  " t h i s  w a s  t h e  

f i r s t  p u b l i c  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  I C U  b y  a w h i t e  

w o r k e r s  o r g a n i s a t i o n . "  < 2 0 3 >  I n  1 9 2 5 ,  t h e  t h e n  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  o f  

S o u t h  A f r i c a  c o n f e s s e d  i n  t h e  H o u s e  o f  A s s e m b l y  t h a t :  " K a d a l i e  

h a d  b e e n  a  v e r y  a c t i v e  a g i t a t o r ,  a n d  o n e  o f  no  mean c u l t u r e ,  w i t h  

t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  t h r o u g h  h i s  a c t i o n  a n d  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  o n e  o r  t w o  

o t h e r s ,  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a s c a r e  f o r  t h e  l a s t  s i x  o r  s e v e n  m o n t h s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U n i o n . "  < 2 0 4 >

O n e  o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  w h i c h  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  t h e  I CU  

w a s  t h e  h e l p  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  i t  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  A N C .  T h e r e  a r e  

m a n y  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h i s  a s s i s t a n c e  b u t  we s h a l l  c o n f i n e  o u r s e l v e s  

t o  a f e w  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  i l l u s t r a t i o n .  S e l b y  M s i m a n g ,  a  f o u n d e r  

m e m b e r  o f  t h e  A N C  o r g a n i s e d  t h e  I C U  i n  B l o e m f o n t e i n  i n  1 9 1 9  a n d  

w a s  a r r e s t e d  f o r  I C U  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  M a r c h  1 9 1 9 .  I n  A u g u s t  1 9 1 9 ,  

h e  a d d r e s s e d  a n  I C U  m e e t i n g  i n  C a p e  T o w n .  I n  1 9 1 9 ,  up t o  1 9 2 1 ,  

h e  w a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  I C U  a n d  t h e  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I C U  

w h i c h  r e c o n s t i t u t e d  a t  a  c o o r d i n a t i n g  c o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  i n  

B l o e m f o n t e i n  w a s  a " C h r i s t i a n  m i n i s t e r ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  

C o n g r e s s  i n  K i m b e r l e y . "  < 2 0 5 >  M s i m a n g  r e p o r t e d  a b o u t  h i s  

a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  I C U  a t  t h e  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  ANC i n  

Q u e e n s t o w n  i n  1 9 2 0 .  When K a d a l i e  w e n t  t o  D u r b a n  i n  1 9 2 4 ,  h e  w a s  

h e l p e d  a n d  a s s i s t e d  b y  J  T G u m e d e ,  l a t e r  t o  b e  P r e s i d e n t - G e n e r a l  

o f  t h e  A N C  ( w h o  l i v e d  i n  P i e t e r m a r i t z b u r g )  t o  o b t a i n  p e r m i s s i o n  

t o  b e  i n  t h e  c i t y .

I n  J o h a n n e s b u r g  a s s i s t a n c e  c a i n e  f r o m  S e l o p e  T h e m a  i n  1 9 2 4  

" w h o  w a s  t h e n  t h e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  

C o n g r e s s "  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s :  " M v a b a z a ,  M a b a s o  a n d  t h e  R e v e r e n d

N g c a y i y a ,  a l $ o  o f f i c i a l s  o f  C o n g r e s s  c o r d i a l l y  w e l c o m e d  t h e  I C U
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a n d  r e n d e r e d  me a s s i s t a n c e " .  < 2 0 6 >  A s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  ANC a n d  t h e  I C U  i s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  

o v e r l a p p i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  common a t t i t u d e s .  T h e r e  a r e  many s u c h  

e x a m p l e s .  M a s a b a l a l a  i s  o n e  o f  m a n y .  I n  1 9 1 9 ,  he  w a s  S e c r e t a r y  

a n d  T r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  C a p e  ANC a n d  l a t e r  b e c a m e  p r o m i n e n t  i n  t h e  

I C U  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 s  a n d  b y  1 9 3 0  h e  w a s  a g a i n  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  ANC a n d  

o b t a i n e d  a p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E x e c u t i v e .  T h e  women w e r e  

a l s o  p l a y i n g  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  t h i s  e a r l y  p e r i o d .  C h a r l o t t e  M a x e k e ,  

w a s  o r g a n i s i n g  t h e  Womens L e a g u e  o f  t h e  ANC a n d  w a s  a l s o  i n v o l v e d  

i n  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  I C U .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  I C U  " d i d  n o t  

w i s h  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  o l d e r  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  N a t i v e  

N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s "  < 2 0 7 > b u t  K a d a l i e  d i d  a t t e n d  t h e  1 9 2 4  

B l o e m f o n t e i n  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  A N C  a s  a n  I C U  d e l e g a t e  a n d  ma de  

s u g g e s t i o n s  a n d  p r o p o s a l s  s ome  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  a c c e p t e d  a n d  a d o p t e d  

a s  a n  ANC p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  a n d  p o s i t i o n .

B u t  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  me a n  t h a t  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w a s  w i t h o u t  

p r o b l e m s  a n d  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  One o f  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  w a s  t h e  f o r m  o f  

s t r u g g l e  t o  b e  p u r s u e d .  W h e r e a s  t h e  s t r i k e ,  m a s s  c a m p a i g n s  -  i n  

s h o r t  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  -  w e r e  n o r m a l  a n d  a c c e p t e d  f o r m s  o f  p r o t e s t  

a n d  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  I C U ,  t h e  ANC w a s  n o t  y e t  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  t h e s e  

f o r m s  o f  s t r u g g l e  a n d  e v e n  t e n d e d  t o  b e  u n r e s p o n s i b l e  a n d  e v e n  

u n s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  s t r i k e s .

A t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  t h e  I C U  g a i n e d  s ome  s u c c e s s .  I t  

w a s  i n v i t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  " N e g r o  L a b o u r  C o n g r e s s "  

w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  Ne w  Y o r k  i n  Ma y  1 9 2 5  b u t  K a d a l i e  c o u l d  n o t  

a t t e n d  b e c a u s e  h e  c o u l d  n o t  g e t  a  p a s s p o r t :  " T h i s  i n v i t a t i o n  w a s  

a g r e a t  h o n o u r  a s  i t  w a s  no w a p p a r e n t  t h a t  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

a s s o c i a t i o n  w a s  b e i n g  f o r g e d  f o r  me a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  t h e  I C U .
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B e f o r e  t h i s  i n v i t a t i o n  I  h a d  c o n t r i b u t e d  s o m e  a r t i c l e s  t o  a n  

A m e r i c a n  N e g r o  M a g a z i n e ,  T h e  M e s s e n g e r .  T h r o u g h  t h e s e  a r t i c l e s  

my na me a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  I C U  b e c a m e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  k n o w n . "  <208> 

When K a d a l i e  i n v i t e d  T o m M a n n ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  t r a d e  u n i o n i s t  

a n d  c o m m u n i s t ,  t o  a t t e n d  a n d  s p e a k  a t  t h e  T h i r d  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  

I C U  i n  C a p e  T o wn o n  J a n u a r y  1 7 - 2 5 ,  1 9 2 3  h e  d i d  n o t  k n o w  t h a t  h e  

w a s  i n v i t i n g  t h e  a n g e r ,  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  a t t a c k ,  s m e a r  a n d  

v i l l i f i c a t i o n  b y  t h e  e n e m y  a n d  h i s  a g e n t s  s o  m u c h  t h a t  w h e n  h e  

f i r s t  v i t i t e d  L o v e d a l e  a t  A l i c e  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  J  A L a  G u m a , T h e  

A f r i c a n  V o i c e  r u n  b y  I  B N y e m b o l o  a n d  S  M B e n n e t  N c w a n a ,  w r o t e  i n  

b i g  h e a l d i n e s :  " B o l s h e v i k s  v i s i t  L o v e d a l e " .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d

Tom M a n n  w a s  s o  i m p r e s s e d  b y  t h i s  i n v i t a t i o n  d u r i n g  h i s  f o u r  

m o n t h  s t a y  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  t h a t  a t  t h e  5 t h  W o r l d  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  

C o m i n t e r n  i n  1 9 2 4 ,  w h i c h  w a s  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  c o l o n i a l  q u e s t i o n ,  

T o m  M a n n  r e p o r t e d  a t  l e n g t h  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  a b o u t  h i s  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  I C U .

T h i s  b r i n g s  u s  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n :  w h a t  w a s  K a d a l i e ' s

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a ?  E v e n  

b e f o r e  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  C P ,  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r  -  t h e  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o c i a l i s t  L e a g u e  -  m a i n t a i n e d  g o o d  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  

t h e  I C U .  I t  w a s  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o c i l i a s t  L e a g u e  i n  

C a p e  T o wn who a s s i s t e d  i n  d r a f t i n g  t h e  p r e a m b l e  a n d  c o n s t i t u t i o n  

o f  t h e  I C U .  S t a n l e y  S i l w a n a ,  T h o m a s  M b e k i  a n d  o t h e r  C o m m u n i s t  

Y o u t h  L e a g u e r s  h e l p e d  K a d a l i e  e s t a b l i s h  h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  

J o h a n n e s b u r g  i n  1 9 2 5  a f t e r  he  h a d  mo v e d  f r o m  C a p e  T o w n .  M e m b e r s  

o f  t h e  CP w e r e  s o  a c t i v e  t h a t  f i v e  o f  t h e m w e r e  on t h e  N a t i o n a l  

C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  I C U  -  2 A f r i c a n s ,  2 C o l o u r e d s  a n d  1 I n d i a n ,  

n a m e l y :  T h o m a s  M b e k i ,  T r a n s v a a l  P r o v i n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y ;  E J  K h a i l e ,
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F i n a n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y ;  J  L a  G u m a ,  A s s i s t a n t  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y ;  J  

G o m a s ,  C a p e  P r o v i n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y  a n d  R d e  N o r m a n ,  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  

C a p e  T o w n  C o m m i t t e e .  K a d a l i e  w a s  e v e n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  t h e  

S o v i e t  U n i o n L  " N o  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h e  w o r l d  i s  s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  t h e  

w o r k e r s  e x c e p t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  R u s s i a . "  <209>

B u t  c l o u d s  w e r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  g a t h e r  -  i t  w a s  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  

s t o r m .  T h e r e  d e v e l o p e d  a d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  m a s s e s .  T h e  

l e a d e r s h i p  c o u l d  n o t  d e l i v e r  t h e  g o o d s .  T h e  m a s s e s  w h o  h a d  

j o i n e d  t h e  I C U  i n  t h e i r  t h o u s a n d s  s a w  n o  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  t h e i r  

c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e  l a c k  o f  a  m i l i t a n t  p o l i c y  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  m a s s  

a c t i o n  a n d  o f  a n  i d e o l o g i c a l  m a s s  w o r k  l e d  t o  a  s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  

p e a s a n t  i d e a s  o f  M e s s i a n i s m  e n t e r e d  t h e  l a b o u r  m o v e m e n t .  T h e s e  

i d e a s  w e r e  c o n s o l i d a t e d  b y  K a d a l i e  w h o ,  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  a m b i t i o n s ,  

b e c a m e  d e s p o t i c  a n d  c o u l d  n o t  r e s p o n d  t o  a d e m a n d  f o r  t h e  

c h e c k i n g  a n d  c o n t r o l  o f  f i n a n c e s  -  a  d e m a n d  w h i c h  w a s  d e m o c r a t i c  

i n  c o n t e n t .

T h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  l e d  t o  a c r i s i s  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  i n  P o r t  E l i z a b e t h  o n  D e c e m b e r  1 6 , 1 9 2 6 .  T h e r e  

e m e r g e d  t w o  w i n g s :  a  m i l i t a n t  o n e  l e d  b y  t h e  c o m m u n i s t s  a n d  a 

r e f o r m i s t  o n e  l e d  b y  K a d a l i e  -  E d w a r d  R o u x  c a l l s  t h e m  t h e  1 h a r a b a  

k a h l e  1 ( g o  s l o w l y )  l e a d e r s .  T h e  b o n e  o f  c o n t e n t i o n  w a s  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  o f  s e n d i n g  a  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  o f  

t h e  L e a g u e  a g a i n s t  I m p e r i a l i s m  w h i c h  w a s  t o  b e  h e l d  i n  B r u s s e l s  

i n  1 9 2 7 .  K a d a l i e  w a s  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  " B r u s s e l s  

c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  a B o l s h e v i k  a f f a i r  f i n a n c e d  b y  M o s c o w " .  < 2 1 0 >  

J a m e s  L a  G u m a ,  t h e  I CU A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  a n d  C o m m u n i s t  

s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  B r u s s e l s  C o n f e r e n c e  w a s  a m e e t i n g  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h  

d i f f e r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  c o n v i c t i o n s  a n d  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o m p l e x i o n s  a n d
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t h a t  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  T r a d e  U n i o n  C o n g r e s s  a n d  t h e  A N C  w e r e  

a t t e n d i n g .  K a d a l i e  w a s  a d a m a n t  a n d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  p r o p o s e d  i n  

w h i c h  i t  w a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  no me mbe r  o f  t h e  I C U  s h o u l d  b e  a m e m b e r  

o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y .  T h o m a s  M b e k i ,  t h e  C o m m u n i s t ,  a t t e m p t e d  

t o  s a v e  t h e  I C U  f r o m  f o l l o w i n g  a n t i - c o m m u n i s t  a l l i e s  b y  

s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  n o  f u n c t i o n a r y  o f  t h e  I C U  s h o u l d  b e  v i c t i m i s e d  o r  

e x p e l l e d  f o r  b e i n g  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C P .  T h e  a n t i - c o m m u n i s t  

r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  a d o p t e d  b y  6 v o t e s  a g a i n s t  5 .

T h e r e  w a s  i n t e r n a l  s t r u g g l e  w i t h i n  t h e  I C U .  T h e  C P  

e x p l a i n e d  i t s  t r a d e  u n i o n  p o l i c y  w h o s e  c o n t e n t  w a s  t h e  

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  w e a k e n i n g  o f  t r a d e  u n i o n s .  T h e  

a r g u m e n t  t h a t  C P  m e m b e r s  h a v e  a " d o u b l e  l o y a l t y "  o r  " s e r v e  t w o  

m a s t e r s "  b e c a u s e  t h e y  b e l o n g  t o  t w o  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  

a c c u r a t e  f o r  t h e  s i m p l e  r e a s o n  t h a t  " y o u r  e x p e l l e d  o f f i c i a l s  h a v e  

n e v e r  s e r v e d  t w o  m a s t e r s ,  b u t  o n l y  o n e  -  t h e  d o w n t r o d d e n  w o r k e r s  

o f  A f r i c a " . <211>

T o  s a v e  h i m s e l f  f r o m  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  a n g e r  K a d a l i e  a p p e a l e d  t o  

t h e  i n s t i n c t s  o f  t h e  m a s s e s ,  n a m e l y  t h e  a n t i - w h i t e  s e n t i m e n t  a n d  

m i s u s e d  i t  -  h e  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  a n t i - r a c i s t  a n d  a n t i - c o l o n i a 1  

s e n t i m e n t s  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n s  w i t h  t h e  h a t r e d  o f  W h i t e s .  He w a n t e d  

t o  m i s d i r e c t  t h e  n a t i o a l  f e e l i n g s  o f  t h e  m a s s e s ;  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  h e  

w a s  n o t  a g a i n s t  t h e  G o v e r m e n t  b u t  a g a i n s t  " w h i t e  c o m m u n i s t s " ;  h e  

i n t e n d e d  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  w h i t e  f r o m  t h e  b l a c k  c o m m u n i s t s ;  t o  

i s o l a t e  t h e  w h i t e  c o m m u n i s t s  f r o m  t h e  m a s s e s  s o  a s  t o  w e a k e n  t h e  

i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  b l a c k  c o m m u n i s t s .

W h a t  w e r e  t h e  r e a s o n s  a n d  c a u s e s  f o r  h i s  new d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  

t h e  I C U .  B e f o r e  w e  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  a s p e c t s  l e t  u s  h e a r  t h e  s t o r y  

o f  G i l b e r t  C o k a  w h o  b e c a m e  a f u n c t i o n a r y  o f  t h e  I C U  i n  N a t a l
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( w h e n  t h e  m o v e m e n t  w a s  a t  i t s  p e a k )  a n d  l a t e r  s a w  t h e  d o w n f a l l  o f  

t h e  I C U  a t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  J o h a n n e s b u r g .

B o r n  i n  J a n u a r y  1 9 1 0 ,  G i l b e r t  c o k a  w a s  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  h i s  

f a t h e r  w h o  w a s  " a n  a c t i v e  s t e w a r d  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  a n d  w a s  a l s o  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  A f r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  a f f a i r s "  <212>. 

L a t e r  h e  c a m e  u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  p e o p l e  l i k e  A W C h a m p i o n ,  D 

L  B o p e l a ,  I  J  L o n d o n  a n d  S am Du n n  who  w e n t  t o  V r y h e i d  t o  a d d r e s s  

a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  I C U :  "  . . .  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  t h e  I C U  l e a d e r s  w a s  a

m e m o r a b l e  e v e n t .  I t  s t i r r e d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  f o r  m i l e s .  N o t  s i n c e  

t h e  n e w s  o f  K i n g  D i n i z u l u ' s  d e a t h ,  h a d  V r y h e i d  s e e n  s u c h  a  h u g e  

m u l t i t u d e . "  <213>

T h e  p e o p l e ' s  g r i e v a n c e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  r u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  

w e r e  v e r y  c o n c r e t e :  t h e i r  l a n d l o r d s  c o m p e l l e d  t h e m  t o  w o r k  f o r  

t h e  y e a r  r o u n d  w i t h o u t  a n y  p a y ;  t h e  l a n d l o r d s  d e m a n d e d  t h e  

s e r v i c e s  o f  a l l  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s ;  t h e y  s j a r n b o k k e d  a n d  m a l t r e a t e d  

t h e i r  t e n a n t s ;  c a s e s  o f  b u r n i n g  a n d  s h o o t i n g  w e r e  f r e q u e n t ;  

t h e i r  t e n u r e  w a s  i n s e c u r e ;  t h e y  w e r e  l i a b l e  t o  e v i c t i o n  f r o m  

f a r m s  a t  a n y  s e a s o n  a n d  m o m e n t ;  t h e y  h a d  n o t  t i m e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  

p r o p e r  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p a t c h e s  o f  u n a r a b l e  f i e l d s ;  t h e y  

c o u l d  n o t  b u i l d  d e c e n t  h o u s e s ;  t h e y  w e r e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  d i p  t h e i r  

c a t t l e  f r e q u e n t l y  w h i l e  t h e i r  l a n d l o r d s  s e l d o m  d i d  s o  -  f a i l i n g  

t o  d o  s o  o r  b e i n g  i n  a r r e a r s  w i t h  t h e i r  d i p p i n g  f e e s  m e a n t  t h a t  

t h e y  c o u l d  b e  c r i m i n a l l y  p r o s e c u t e d .  C o k a  r e m a r k s :  " F r o m  t h e

d a i l y  r e p o r t s  h a n d e d  i n  I  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  t e r r o r i s m  

r i g h t  u n d e r  my n o s e .  And t h o s e  p e o p l e  f l o c k e d  t o  t h e  I C U  a s  t h e  

a r k  w h i c h  c o u l d  c o n v e y  t h e m  t o  s a f e t y . "  <214> C o k a  w h o  w a s  

i s s u i n g  I C U  m e m b e r s h i p  c a r d s  i n  V r y h e i d  k n o w s  w h a t  t h i s  m e a n t ;

"  . . .  I  w r o t e  u n t i l  my a r m  a c h e d . "
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T h e  A p r i l  1 9 2 7  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  I C U  i n  D u r b a n  

d e c i d e d  t o  s e n d  K a d a l i e  t o  E u r o p e  w h e r e  h e  u s e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  

t o  s e e k  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  y e l l o w  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  

T r a d e  U n i o n s  i n  A m s t e r d a m .  M e a n w h i l e ,  C h a m p i o n  b e c a m e  a c t i n g  

G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  a n d  t h e  r i s e  i n  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  I C U  

c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  h i s  p e r i o d  i n  o f f i c e .  K a d a l i e  c a m e  b a c k  f r o m  

E u r o p e  a n d  g a v e  a r e p o r t  a b o u t  h i s  t o u r  t o  a S p e c i a l  C o n f e r e n c e  

o f  t h e  I C U  i n  K i m b e r l e y  w h e r e  h e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  he  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  

b r i n g  a p r i v a t e  s e c r e t a r y  t o  E n g l a n d .  T h e  t o t a l  r e s u l t  o f  t h a t  

C o n f e r e n c e  w a s  t h a t  a n  a m e n d e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n  w a s  a d o p t e d !  No  

w o n d e r  t h a t  a  " b u x o m  A f r i c a n  w o m a n "  f r o m  B o k s b u r g  a s k e d :  

" K a d a l i e ,  y o u  w e n t  o u t  b l a c k ;  h a v e  y o u  r e t u r n e d  w h i t e ? "

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  d i d  n o t  d i m i n i s h ;  

B o e r  f a r m e r s  o r g a n i s e d  e v i c t i o n  c a m p a i g n s ;  f a m i l i e s  w e r e  e v i c t e d  

i n  h u n d r e d s ;  w h i t e  f a r m e r s  r e f u s e d  t o  h a v e  t e n a n t s  w h o  w e r e  

m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  I C U  -  t h e y  s p i e d  o n  t h e m ;  f e l l e d  t h e i r  h u t s  t o  

t h e  g r o u n d ;  b u r n t  o u t  t h e i r  h u t s  a n d  t h r e w  t h e  t e n a n t s  t o  t h e  

r o a d s ;  c o n f i s c a t e d  t h e i r  s t o c k  i f  t h e y  d i d  n o t  l e a v e  q u i c k l y  

e n o u g h .  I n  N a t a l  w h i t e  f a r m e r s  a t t a c k e d  a n d  r a i d e d  t h e  I C U  

o f f i c e s  a t  K r a n t z k o p ,  W e e n e n  a n d  G r e y t o w n  a n d  e v e n  m a r c h e d  t o  

P i e t e r m a r i t z b u r g :

" I t  w a s  now a q u e s t i o n  o f  e n d u r a n c e  . . .  A f r i c a n s  w e r e  

r e a d y  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  i n  o r d e r  t o  t h r o w  o f f  t h e  c h a i n s  

o f  s e r v i t u d e  a n d  s l a v e r y .  E v e r y t h i n g  r e s t e d  w i t h  t h e  

h i g h e r  o f f i c i a l s .  A g e n e r a l  s t r i k e ,  p a s s i v e  o r  e v e n  

a c t i v e  r e s i s t a n c e ,  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  o r  a n y  m i l i t a n t  mov e  

w o u l d ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  h a v e  c h a n g e d  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e
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U n i o n .  T h e  m a s s e s  w e r e  r e a d y  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  l e a d  e v e n  

t o  d e a t h .  T h e  n e w s  o f  t h e  o u t r a g e s  h a d  h a r d e n e d  t h e i r  

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  s t r i v e  t o  t h e  l a s t .  E v e r y t h i n g  

d e p e n d e d  u p o n  t h e  l e a d e r s ;  a n d  t h e y  g a v e  n o  l e a d .  < 2 1 5 >

P e o p l e  c a m e  t o  t h e  I C U  o f f i c e s  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  b u t  " i n s t e a d ,  

s e c r e t a r i e s  e n j o y e d  j o y - r i d e s  i n  c a r s ,  l i v e d  f a s t  a n d  r a n  u p  a n d  

d o w n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e "  . T h e  I C U  h e a d  o f f i c e  i n  F e r r e i r a s t o w n  i n  

J o h a n n e s b u r g  " s h o w e d  a l l  s i g n s  o f  a n a r c h i s m  a n d  l a x i t y " ;  m o n e y  

w a s  s q u a n d e r e d ;  t h e r e  w a s  m a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  h a b i t  o f  

e n g a g i n g  l a w y e r s  f o r  t r i f l e s .  T h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  

e x t r a v a g a n t l y  h i g h .  A n d  j u s t  r o u n d  t h e  o f f i c e ,  w o r k e r s  w e r e  

u n d e r f e d  a n d  i l l - c l a d ,  i g n o r a n t  a n d  u n d e r n o u r i s h e d ;  b u i l d i n g s  

w e r e  d i l a p i d a t e d  -  f i t t e r  f o r  p i g s  t h a n  f o r  h u m a n  b e i n g s ;  i l l  

v e n t i l a t e d  a n d  f u l l  o f  v e r m i n .  U n e m p l o y m e n t  l e d  t o  d e p l o r a b l e  

c o n d i t i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  b e c o m i n g  d r u g  v e n d o r s  a n d  s e l l e r s ;  

b o o t l e g g e r s ;  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  t h i e v e s  a n d  g a m b l e r s .  T h e  p e o p l e  p a i d  

e x h o r b i t a n t  r e n t s  a n d  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  who  

l e d  a w i l d ,  v i o l e n t  a n d  c r i m i n a l  l i f e  a m i d s t  i n s e c u r i t y ,  s q u a l o r ,  

c r i m e  ( s t a b b i n g ) ,  d i s e a s e  a n d  p o v e r t y .  W a g e s  f o r  t h o s e  who g o t  

j o b s  -  w e n t  f o r  r e n t ,  w o o d ,  c o a l ,  c a n d l e s ,  f o o d :  n o t h i n g  f o r  

c l o t h i n g  o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  T o  a d d  i n s u l t  t o  

i n j u r y  t h e  A f r i c a n  w o r k e r s  w e r e  d e b a r r e d  f r o m  l e g a l l y  f o r m i n g  

t r a d e  u n i o n s  a n d  t h u s  c o u l d  n o t  c o l l e c t i v e l y  b a r g a i n  f o r  t h e i r  

l a b o u r .  No m a t t e r  how b a d  c o n d i t i o n s  w e r e ,  n o  A f r i c a n  c o u l d  g o  

o n  s t r i k e ,  f o r  t h a t  w a s  a c r i m i n a l  o f f e n c e .  He w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o  

a c c e p t  w h a t e v e r  w a g e s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  b o s s e s  i m p o s e d .

C o k a  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  I C U f i l e s  a n d  he
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" l e a r n t  t h e  k e y  t o  m a n y  r i d d l e s " :  " I  d i s c o v e r e d  h o w  a n

o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  r a i s i n g  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  t o  f i g h t  f o r  b e t t e r  

c o n d i t i o n s  h a d  b e e n  m i s s e d  b y  a p o l i c y  o f  o p p o r t u n i s m .  T h e r e  w a s  

n o  l e a d  g i v e n  e x c e p t  a n  a p p e a l  f o r  f u n d s .  T h a t  d o n e ,  a l l  w o u l d  

b e  w e l l . "  < 2 1 6 >

W h a t  w e r e  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a n d  s u b j e c t i v e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  l e d  s u c h  

a p o w e r f u l  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  o r g a n i s a t i o n  t o  d i s a p p e a r  f r o m  t h e  f a c e  

o f  h i s t o r y ?  W a s  i t  o n l y  a q u e s t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o r t u n i s m ?  

W h a t  w e r e  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o r t u n i s m ?

T h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  t r a d e  u n i o n  r e f o r m i s m  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  h a d  

s o c i a l  c a u s e s  a n d  w a s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  i n t e r n a l  a n d  e x t e r n a l  

f a c t o r s .  T h e  h o s t i l e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  w h i t e  w o r k e r s  c o n t r i b u t e d  

t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  A f r i c a n  t r a d e  u n i o n s  h a d  s u c h  w e a k n e s s e s .  < 2 1  7 >  

T h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  a t  t h i s  t i m e  ( 1 9 2 6 )  d i d  n o t  h a v e  ma ny  A f r i c a n  

m e m b e r s  a n d  t h i s  l e d  t o  a  s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  i t  s o m e t i m e s  h e s i t a t e d  

t o  t a k e  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  u n s c r u p u l o u s  b l a c k  n a t i o n a l i s t s  

m i s u s e d  t h i s  f a c t  t o  " p r o v e "  t h a t  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  w a s  a  

" w h i t e  p a r t y " .  T h e  A f r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  w a s  w e a k  a n d  i t s  

s o c i a l  c o m p o s i t i o n  ( s m a l l  n u m b e r s  o f  w o r k e r s )  a t  t h i s  t i m e  d i d  

n o t  h e l p  muc h t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  t r a d e  u n i o n s ,  l e t  a l o n e  l e a d  t h e m  

i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e s .  S t r u c t u r a l l y  t h e  I C U  w a s  l o o s e l y  o r g a n i s e d .

B y  t h e  t i m e  t h e  I C U  w a s  f o r m e d  i n  1 9 1 9 ,  t h e  A f r i c a n  p e o p l e  

a s  a w h o l e  a n d  t h e  A f r i c a n  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  h a d  a 

p o l i t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  l e s s  t h a n  a d e c a d e  -  t h e  ANC w a s  f o r m e d  

i n  1 9 1 2  a n d  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  s t a t e  i n  1 9 1 0 .  Up u n t i l  t h e n  t h e r e  

e x i s t e d  a m o r e  o r  l e s s  n e g l i g i b l e  s t a b l e  a n d  s t r u c t u r a l l y  

i n d e p e n d e n t  A f r i c a n  w o r k i n g  c l a s s .  T h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  o r g a n i s i n g  

a t  t h e  t i m e  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  i n c r e a s i n g l y  s e v e r e  c o l o n i a l i s t  -
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r a c i s t  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  o p p r e s s i o n  a n d  s u p p r e s s i o n  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  

u n d e r e s t i m a t e d .  T h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  w e r e  n o t  c o n d u c i v e  t o  t h e  

e m e r g e n c e  o f  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  m o v e m e n t  a n d  i t s  

l e a d e r s h i p .

T h e  f i n a l  b r e a k  u p  o f  t h e  I C U  i n t o  t h r e e  ( a n d  l a t e r  m o r e )  

s e p a r a t e  s e c t i o n s  w a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  

I C U ' s  p o l i t i c a l  -  i d e o l o g i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  c h a r a c t e r  o f  i t s  

l e a d e r s h i p  -  a  d e v e l o p m e n t  w h i c h  c a n n o t  b e  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  

s o c i e t y  i n  w h i c h  t h e  I C U  w a s  e m b e d d e d .  T h e  l e a d e r s h i p  t r a i t s  a n d  

p o l t i i c a l  m e t h o d s  o f  i t s  l e a d e r s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  m i l e u  o f  t h e  

t i m e ,  e . g .  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  " p l a t f o r m  t h u n d e r e r s "  l i k e  K a d a l i e ,  

t o  p o p u l a r  p r o m i n e n c e  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 s  w a s  i n t e g r a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  

l e v e l  t h e  m a s s  m o v e m e n t  a m o n g s t  t h e  A f r i c a n s  h a d  r e a c h e d ,  t o  t h e  

l e v e l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  

m i g r a n t s )  a n d  t h e  w o r k e r - p e a s a n t s  o n  t h e  w h i t e  f a r m s ;  t h e  

e s s e n t i a l l y  p e t i t - b o u r g e o i s  r a d i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  I C U ' s  

l e a d e r s h i p  w h i c h ,  l e a v i n g  a s i d e  i t s  p o s i t i v e  a s p e c t s ,  f o u n d  . 

e x p r e s s i o n  i n  p o l i t i c a l  v a c i l l a t i o n s ,  a n d  i n d i s c i p l i n e  ( i n t e r  

a l i a ,  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  m o n e y )  e v o l v e d  o u t  o f  a  s e p c i f i c  s o c i a l  

p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e x t .  T h e  w e a k n e s s e s  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  r e f l e c t e d  a n d  

w e r e  i n t e g r a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  w e a k n e s s e s  o f  t h e  m a s s  m o v e m e n t  

w h i c h ,  i n  t h e i r  t u r n ,  a r o s e  n o t  o u t  o f  r a c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  

b u t  o u t  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  w h i c h  a m o n g s t  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  

p r o d u c e d  a p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  p s y c h o l o g y .  L e t  u s  t a k e  t h e  c l a s s  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  w o r k e r s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  a s  a n  e x a m p l e .  

T h e r e  m a n y  t e n d e n c e s .  N o n e  e v e r  t h o u g h  o f  h i m s e l f  a s  a w o r k e r  

a n d  e n d  t h e r e .  He w a s  Z u l u ,  X h o s a , S o t h o ,  T s w a n a ,  P e n d i ,  T s o n g a ,

V e n d a , ,  e t c .  f i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t  a n d  t h e n  w o r k e r .  He w o r k e d  s o
I
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t h a t  h e  c o u l d  b u y  c a t t l e  f o r  l a b o l a  f o r  h i s  f u t u r e  w i f e  a n d  

w a n t e d  t o  e d u c a t e  h i s  c h i l d r e n  s o  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  i m p r o v e  h i s  ( t h e  

p a r e n t s )  l o t .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  c h a n n e l s  o p e n  e i t h e r  

f o r  s o f t  j o b s  o r  f o r  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  

w o r k e r  w a s  k n o w n ;  w h a t  w a s  n o t  k n o w a s  w h a t  t o  d o  a b o u t  i t .

I n  t h e  1 9 2 0 s  t h e  A f r i c a n  m a s s  m o v e m e n t  w a s  i n e v i t a b l y  o f  a 

s p o r a d i c  n a t u r e  a n d  w a s  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  e l e m e n t s  o f  s p o n t a n e i t y  

w h i c h  w a s  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  o b j e c t i v e  ( t h e  t h e n  e x i s t i n g  r e l a t i o n  o f  

f o r c e s )  a n d  b y  s u b j e c t i v e  f o r c e s .

We h a v e  a l r e a d y  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r n a l  f a c t o r s .  T h e r e  w e r e  

a l s o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r  e x t e r n a l  f a c t o r s  w h i c h  l e d  t o  t h e  d o w n f a l l  

o f  t h e  I C U .  T h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  B l a c k s  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  t o t a l l y  

i n c a p s u l a t e d  f r o m  o u t s i d e  i n f l u e n c e s .

T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  w e  n e e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  O c t o b e r  

R e v o l u t i o n  ( a n d  a s  a  c o u n t e r  t o  i t s  i n f l u e n c e )  a n d  w i t h  t h e  r i s e  

o f  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t s  a n d  t r a d e  u n i o n  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  i n  

t h e  c o l o n i a l  w o r l d ,  t h e  L a b o u r  a n d  S o c i a l  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t i e s  

a f f i l i a t e d  t o  t h e  2 n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  a b a n d o n  t h e i r  

p o l i c y  o f  p a s s i v i t y ,  i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  a n d  u n c o n c e r n  t o w a r d s  t h e  

l i b e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t s  a n d  t r a d e  u n i o n s  i n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  w o r l d ,  a n d  

d e c i d e d  t o  " b o r e "  f r o m  w i t h i n  s o  a s  t o  d i v e r t  a n d  d e r a i l  t h e s e  

m o v e m e n t s  f r o m  t h e i r  m i l i t a n t  p o s i t i o n s .

I n  a n  a r t i c l e  o n  t h e  I C U ,  T e r e s a  Z a n i a  h a s  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  

s o u r c e s  o f  K a d a l i e 1 s  b e h a v i o u r .  < 2 1 8 >  S h e  m e n t i o n s  E t h e l r e d a  

L e w i s ,  a n  E n g l i s h  w r i t e r  w h o  h a d  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  t h e  I n d e p e n d e n t  

L a b o u r  p a r t y  o f  B r i t a i n  w h e r e  h e r  c o n t a c t  w a s  W i n i f r e d  H o l t b y .  

W i n i f r e d  H o l t b y  c a m e  t o  S o u t h  A f r i c a  i n  1 9 2 6 ,  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  

e x p u l s i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i s t s  f r o m  t h e  I C U .  S h e  c o n t a c t e d  K a d a l i e
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a n d  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  J o i n t  C o u n c i l s  a n d  W e l f a r e  S o c i e t i e s  i n  

J o h a n n e s b u r g  a n d  D u r b a n  a s  w e l l  a s  w i t h  c h u r c h  c i r c l e s  a r o u n d  

H o w a r d  P i m m .  R h e i n a  1 d - J o n e s  a n d  E d g a r  B r o o k e s .  T h e  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  E t h e l r e d a  L e w i s  a n d  W i n i f r e d  H o l t b y  ( May  

1 9 2 8 )  i s  r e v e a l i n g :

" I  m u s t  d o  a l l  I  c a n  t o  r e m a i n  a n  u n s u s p e c t e d  p e r s o n  i n  

t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i s t s  h e r e  . . .  I t  w o u l d  b e  a 

s e t b a c k  t o  m a y  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  I C U  i f  i t  w e r e  k n o w n  t o  

e v e r y b o d y . "  < 2 1 9>

When B a l l i n g e r  c a m e  t o  S o u t h  A f r i c a  i n  1 9 2 8  t o  " a d v i s e "  t h e  

I C U ,  h e  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  p r o c e s s .

I t  i s  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  f o r c e d  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  I C U  t o  

w i t h d r a w  f r o m  r a d i c a l  p o s i t i o n s .  T h e  m o r a l  a n d  o t h e r  w e a k n e s s e s  

p l a y e d  a s e c o n d a r y  r o l e .  T h e s e  f a c t o r s  l e d  t o  t h e  b r e a k - u p  a n d  

d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  I C U  f r o m  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s c e n e .  T h e  h i s t o r y  

o f  t h e  I C U  i s  i m p o r t a n t  n o t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  " t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

p e r i o d  o f  K a d a l i e  i s  s t i l l  r e m e m b e r e d  b y  m i l l i o n s  o f  A f r i c a n  

w o r k e r s  f r o m  whom h e  e m e r g e d "  < 2 2 0 >  b u t  a l s o  b e c a u s e  i n  t h e  

c o m i n g  b a t t l e s  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  h a s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  

a n d  l e a d i n g  r o l e  t o  p l a y .

T h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  w h i t e  l i b e r a l s  a f f e c t e d  n o t  o n l y  t h e  I C U ,  

b u t  a l s o  t h e  A N C.  L e t  u s  t a k e  t h e  c a s e  o f  S e l o p e  T h e m a .

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  1 9 1 5 ,  h e  w a s  e l e c t e d  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  

AN C  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  J o h n  D u b e  -  S o l  P l a a t j e ,  t h e  ANC  

S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  w a s  i n  E n g l a n d  a t  t h e  t i m e .  When The ma  w e n t  on  

a n  ANC d e l e g a t i o n  t o  E n g l a n d  i n  1 9 . 1 9  he  m e t  t h e  B r i t i s h  l e f t  a n d
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w a s  e v e n  i n t e r v i e w e d  b y  S y l v i a  P a r k h u r s t ,  t h e  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  

l e f t - w i n g  w e e k l y  " W o r k e r " .

T h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  i n f l u e n c e s  w h i c h  d i s t u r b e d  T h e m a ' s  

p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  T h e  v i s i t  o f  D r  A g g r e y  -  a  l i b e r a l  G o l d  C o a s t  

( G h a n a )  A f r i c a n ,  t h e n  r e s i d e n t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  -  t o  S o u t h  

A f r i c a  i n  1 9 2 1  a n d  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  s o m e  w h i t e  

l i b e r a l s  n o t a b l y ,  a g a i n ,  H o w a r d  Pi rn,  D r  C E  L o r a m ,  R e i n h a l t - J o n e s  

a n d  o t h e r s  w h o  l a t e r  l a u n c h e d  w h a t  b e c a m e  k n o w n  a s  t h e  J o i n t  

C o u n c i l s  -  a  l i b e r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  A f r i c a n s  a n d  W h i t e s ,  a  f o r m  

o f  " r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  e x e r c i s e " ,  L e t a n k a ,  t h e  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  

ANC a t t a c k e d  h i m  a n d

" I  w a s  f o r c e d  t o  r e s i g n  my p o s i t i o n  o f  p r o v i n c i a l

s e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  C o n g r e s s " .  < 2 2 1 >

T h i s  w a s  S e l o p e  T h e m a 1 s  f i r s t  s t e p  o u t  o f  t h e  o v e m e n t .  H e ,  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  Le G r a n g e  a n d  P a v e r ,  l a u n c h e d  t h e  B a n t u  W o r ld  i n  

1 9 3 2  a s  a  d i v e r s i o n  f r o m  C o n g r e s s  p o l i t i c s  a n d  e n d e d  u p  j o i n i n g  

t h e  M o ra l R earm am ent i n  t h e  1 9  5 0 ' s .

I n  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s ,  h e  l e d  a g r o u p ,  t h e  ANC N a t i o n a l  M inded B l o c k  
w h i c h  a t t a c k e d  t h e  A N C  a n d  h e  w a s  u l t i m a t e l y  e x p e l l e d  f r o m  t h e  

A N C .

We r e l a t e  t h i s  s t o r y  o f  S e l o p e  The ma  b e c a u s e  i t  d e m o n s t r a t e s  

a t r e n d  w i t h i n  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t  -  a t r e n d  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  

p o l i t i c s  o f  l i b e r a t i o n  t o  d o w n r i g h t  r e f o r m i s m .
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T h e  ANC a n d  t h e  C o m m u n is t  P a r t y  1 9 2 1 - 1 9 2 8

T h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  w a s  f o r m e d  i n  1 9 2 1 .  I t s  h i s t o r y  i s  

r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l  k n o w n .  O u r  m a i n  c o n c e r n  h e r e  i s  i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

w i t h  t h e  A N C .  I t  i s  a  w e l l - k n o w n  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  

o r i g i n a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  r a d i c a l  w i n g  o f  t h e  w h i t e  w o r k e r s  a n d  

i n t e l l i g e n t s i a .  T h i s  d o e s  n o t  me a n t h a t  s o c i a l i s m  i s  a  " f o r e i g n  

i d e o l o g y "  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  b e c a u s e  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  s o c i a l i s t  

t h o u g h t  t e a c h e s  u s  t h a t  s o c i a l i s m  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  C e n t r a l  E u r o p e  

a n d  s p r e a d  t o  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  w h e r e  a  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  

o r  f o r c e s  r e a d y  t o  a s s i m u l a t e  t h a t  i d e o l o g y ,  e x i s t e d .  T h e  f a c t  

t h a t  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  t h e s e  f o r c e s  w e r e  w h i t e  r a d i c a l s  i s  

h i s t o r i c a l  -  i n  a  s e n s e  a c c i d e n t a l .  B u t  s t a t i n g  t h i s  f a c t  d o e s  

n o t  mea n h i d i n g  t h a t  t h i s  l e d  t o  s o m e  p r o b l e m s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  -  p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  w e r e  

l a t e r  s o l v e d  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  r e n d e r e d  b y  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  e s p e c i a i l l y  a t  i t s  S i x t h  C o n g r e s s  i n  1 9 2 8  w h i c h  

d e c i d e d  o n  t h e  " B l a c k  R e p u b l i c "  a s  a  s l o g a n  f o r  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  

r e v o l u t i o n  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  T h e  " B l a c k  R e p u b l i c "  w a s  v i e w e d  b y  

t h e  C o m i n t e r n  a s  a  s t a g e  t o w a r d s  t h e  w o r k e r s  a n d  p e a s a n t s  

R e p u b l i c  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  w a s  v i e w e d  a s  a  t r a n s i t i o n  t o w a r d s  

s o c i a l i s m .

T h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  I C U  i n  1 9 1 9  u s h e r e d  i n  a  n e w c h a p t e r  

e v e n  i n  t h e  t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  w h i t e  r a d i c a l s .  B u t  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  

w h i t e  w o r k e r s  b e i n g  t h e  m a i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f o r c e  p e r s i s t e d  a n d  

t h i s  b e l i e f  w a s  r e i n f o r c e d  b y  t h e  1 9 2 2  w h i t e  m i n e r s '  s t r i k e  w h i c h  

t h e  p r e s s  e r r o n e o u s l y  d u b b e d  a s  t h e  " R e d  R e v o l t " .  A f t e r  t h i s  

s t r i k e  t h e  w h i t e  w o r k e r s  b e c a m e  m o r e  d e m o r a l i s e d ,  m o r e  h o s t i l e  t o
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t h e  A f r i c a n s  a n d  w e r e  b e c o m i n g  a n  a p p e n d a g e  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e .  

W i t h i n  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  a t  t h i s  t i m e  e v e n t s  s e e m e d  t o  o u t s t r i p  

t h e o r y .

T h e r e  w a s  a  m i l i t a n t  w i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  C P  w h i c h  e m p h a s i s e d  

t h a t  t h e  m a i n  t a s k  o f  t h e  P a r t y  w a s  t h e  " a w a k e n i n g  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  

p r o l e t a r i a t " ;  i t  b e c a m e  m o r e  v o c a l  a n d  t h e  1 9 2 4  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e

P a r t y  a d o p t e d  t h i s  l i n e .  A f r i c a n s  w e r e  r e c r u i t e d  i n t o  t h e  P a r t y ;

b l a c k  c o m m u n i s t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  I C U  b r a n c h e s  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  

s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h a t  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  E x e c u t i v e  o f  t h a t  b o d y .  T h e r e  e m e r g e d  t h e  f i r s t  

g e n e r a t i o n  o f  A f r i c a n  c o m m u n i s t s  a n d  c o m m u n i s t  l e a d e r s  s u c h  a s  

A l b e r t  N z u l a ,  J o h a n n e s  N k o s i ,  M o s e s  K o t a n e ,  J  B M a r k s ,  E d w in  
M o f u t s a n y a n a ,  Gana M a k a b e n i ,  a n d  ma n y  o t h e r s .

I n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 2 0 ' s ,  i m p o r t a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  t o o k  p l a c e  w i t h i n  

t h e  A N C .  T h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  w e r e  c l o s e l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  

n a m e ,  a c t i o n s  a n d  i d e a s  o f  J o s i a h  T s h a n g a n a  G u m ed e .  Who w a s  

J o s i a h  T s h a n g a n a  G u m e d e ?  W h a t  d i d  h e  d o  a n d  t h i n k ?

G u m e d e ' s  e a r l y  l i f e  i s  l i t t l e  k n o w n .  B o r n  i n  N a t a l  i n  t h e

m i d - 1 9 t h  C e n t u r y ,  G u m e d e  a t t e n d e d  s c h o o l  i n  G r a h a m s t o w n  ( C a p e )  

a n d  t a u g h t  f o r  s o m e  t i m e  a t  S o m e r s e t  E a s t  i n  t h e  C a p e  b e f o r e  

g o i n g  t o  N a t a l  w h e r e  h e  b e c a m e  a d v i s o r  t o  N a t a l  a n d  O r a n g e  F r e e  

S t a t e  c h i e f s .

I t  w a s  i n  1 8 9 9  t h a t  G u m e d e  a n d  S a u l  M sa n e  m e t  H a r i e t t e  
C o l e n s o  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a n  A f r i c a n  p o l i t i c a l  

o r g a n i s a t i o n  a n d  i n  1 9 0 0  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  M a r t i n  L u t u l i  a n d  S a u l  

M s a n e ,  h e  b e c a m e  a c o - f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  N a t a l  N a t i v e  C o n g r e s s  a n d  

w a s  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  i t s  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y .

I n  1 9 0 6 ,  Gumed e  w a s  a me mbe r  o f  a  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  B r i t a i n  o v e r
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t h e  l a n d  l a w s  o f  t h e  O r a n g e  F r e e  S t a t e .  He a c t e d  a s  t h e  a g e n t  o f  

t h e  S o t h o  p e o p l e  w h o  h a d  b o u g h t  l a n d  i n  t h e  O r a n g e  F r e e  S t a t e .  

F o r  l e a v i n g  N a t a l  w i t h o u t  a p a s s  ( f o r  w h i c h  h e  h a d  a p p l i e d  b u t  

w h i c h  h a d  n o t  b e e n  g r a n t e d )  h e  w a s  a r r e s t e d  a n d  f i n e d  £ 1 0  o r  3 

m o n t h s  o n  h i s  r e t u r n .  T h i s  w a s  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  " p i e c e  o f  

i n s u b o r d i n a t i o n " .

W i t h  Z M M a z u k u  h e  c o - s i g n e d  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  I l i s o  

L e s i z w e  E s i m n y a r a a  -  T h e  E y e  o f  t h e  B l a c k  N a t i o n  -  a n  o r g a n i s a t i o n  

o f  W e s l e y a n  M e t h o d i s t  c o n v e r t s  a n d  c h i e f s  f o r m e d  i n  t h e  D u n d e e  

a n d  N e w c a s t l e  a r e a  o f  N a t a l  i n  1 9 0 7 .

S u r e l y  G u m e d e  b e l o n g s  t o  t h a t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o u n d i n g  

f a t h e r s  o f  t h e  A N C .  He w a s  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  A N C  d e l e g a t i o n  w h i c h  

w e n t  t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  B r i t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t  i n  1 9 1 9 .  H i s  n a m e  

a p p e a r s  a n d  r e - a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  p e t i t i o n s  o f  t h e  t i m e .

T h e  A N C  a t t e n d e d  t h e  i n a u g u r a l  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  L e a g u e  

a g a i n s t  I m p e r i a l i s m  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  B r u s s e l s  f r o m  t h e  1 0 t h  t o  

t h e  1 5 t h  o f  F e b r u a r y  1 9 2 7 .  A t  t h i s  C o n g r e s s  a t  t h e  P a l a i s  E g m o n t  

t h e r e  w e r e  1 7 4  a n t i - c o l o n i a l  f i g h t e r s  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d .  

F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  h i s t o r y ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  

l a b o u r  m o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  w e r e  u n i t e d  w i t h  

d e l e g a t e s  f r o m  t h e  l a b o u r  m o v e m e n t s  a n d  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  

m o v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e s  s t i l l  u n d e r  t h e  y o k e  o f  c o l o n i a l i s m  a n d  

i m p e r i a l i s m  o n  a l l  c o n t i n e n t s .  T h e  a i m  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w a s  

t o  t a k e  u p  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s  

a n d  a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m  on a w i d e  f r o n t .

J  T G u m e d e  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  ANC a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i s t  a n d  ANC  

l e a d e r  J  A L a  Guma w a s  t h e r e  a s  w e l l  a s  D C o l r a i n e  o f  t h e  S o u t h  

A f r i c a n  T r a d e  U n i o n  C o n g r e s s .  T h i s  B r u s s e l s  C o n g r e s s  w a s
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a t t e n d e d  b y  c o m m u n i s t s ,  a n t i - c o l o n i a l  f r e e d o m  f i g h t e r s  f r o m  

A f r i c a ,  A s  i  a a n d  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  a n d  t h e  C a r i b b e a n ,  b o u r g e o i s  

h u m a n i s t s  a n d  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a t s .  D e s p i t e  t h e  h e t e r o g e n e o u s  n a t u r e  

o f  i t s  c o m p o s i t i o n  a n d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  i d e o l o g i c a l  a n d  

p o l i t i c a l  c o n v i c t i o n  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  a n d  t h e  w i l l  t o  u n i t e  w a s  a n  

o v e r r i d i n g  f a c t o r .

Gumede  s p o k e  t w i c e  i n  B r u s s e l s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  O t t o  S c h n u d e l  

f r o m  S w i t z e r l a n d  w h o  w a s  a t  t h i s  B r u s s e l s  C o n g r e s s  [ a n d  l a t e r  

G u m e d e ] :  " H i s  s p e e c h e s  m a d e  a  d e e p  i m p r e s s i o n  o n  t h e

a s s e m b l y " .  < 2 2 2 >

G u m e d e  a n a l y s e d  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  o u r  p e o p l e ,  t h e i r  l i v i n g  

c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  r e s i s t a n c e  a n d  o n  a n  o p t i m i s t i c  n o t e ,  h e  s t a t e d :

I  am h a p p y  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  c o m m u n i s t s  i n  S o u t h  

A f r i c a .  I  m y s e l f  am n o t  o n e ,  b u t  i t  i s  my e x p e r i e n c e  

t h a t  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  i s  t h e  o n l y  P a r t y  t h a t  s t a n d s  

b e h i n d  u s  a n d  f r o m  w h i c h  we c a n  e x p e c t  s o m e t h i n g .  We 

k n o w  t h e r e  a r e  now t w o  p o w e r s  a t  w o r k :  i m p e r i a l i s m  a n d  

t h e  w o r k e r s '  r e p u b l i c  i n  R u s s i a .  We h e a r  l i t t l e  a b o u t  

t h e  l a t t e r ,  a l t h o u g h  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  k n o w  m o r e  a b o u t  

i t .  B u t  we t a k e  a n  i n t e r e s t  a n d  w i l l  s o o n  f i n d  o u t  who  

we h a v e  t o  a l l y  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h " .  < 2 2 3 >

G u m e d e  w a s  n o t  m a k i n g  a " d i p l o m a t i c "  s t a t e m e n t  -  h e  w a s  

s i n c e r e  i n  w h a t  h e  w a s  s a y i n g  a n d  t h i s  s i n c e r i t y  d i d  n o t  s t e m  

f r o m  s o m e  m o r a l  a n d  v a l u e  j u d g e m e n t s  b u t  f r o m  w h a t  he  h i m s e l f  

e x p e r i e n c e d .  Gumede  r e p e a t e d  t h i s  t h e m e  -  o r  m e s s a g e  -  i n  h i s  

P r e s i d e n t i a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  ANC i n  J u n e
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1 9 2 7  :

" O f  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  i s  t h e  

o n l y  o n e  t h a t  h o n e s t l y  a n d  s i n c e r e l y  f i g h t s  f o r  t h e  

o p p r e s s e d  p e o p l e " .  < 2 2 4>

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  G u m e d e ,  t h i s  s i n c e r e  

n a t i o n a l i s t  a n d  d e v o u t  c a t h o l i c  h a d  s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e d  " B o l s h e v i s m "  

i n  1 9 1 7 .

B a c k  t o  t h e  B r u s s e l s  C o n g r e s s .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  

i n  B r u s s e l s ,  G u m e d e ,  L a  G u m a  a n d  C o l r a i n e  d r a f t e d  a  j o i n t  

r e s o l u t i o n  a n d  s i g n e d  i t  a d d i n g  " S o u t h  A f r i c a n  d e l e g a t e s "  b e f o r e  

i t  w a s  a d o p t e d  b y  C o n g r e s s .  T h i s  u n i t y  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  t h o u g h  i t  t o o k  p l a c e  o u t s i d e  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  w a s  

s i g n i f i c a n t .  T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  d e m a n d e d :  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e l f

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t h r o u g h  c o m p l e t e  o v e r t h r o w  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  a n d  

i m p e r i a l i s t  r u l e .  S u r e l y  t h i s  w a s  a  s t e p  f o r w a r d  a n d  J a c k  a n d  

R a y  S i m o n s  a r e  o f  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  i n t r o d u c e d  a n  

i m p e t u s  a n d  a n e w  d i m e n s i o n  i n  o u r  v i e w  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e ;  a 

c o n c e p t  w h i c h  w a s  l a t e r  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  s l o g a n  o f  t h e  " B l a c k  

R e p u b l i c " .

A f t e r  t h e  C o n g r e s s ,  Gumede  a n d  L a  Guma t r a v e l l e d  t o  G e r m a n y  

w h e r e  t h e y  a d d r e s s e d  l a r g e  c r o w d s  a t  r a l l i e s  o r g a n i s e d  b y  t h e  

C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f  G e r m a n y .  O t t o  S c h n u d e l  h a s  s o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g  

t h i n g s  t o  s a y  a b o u t  Gumede  i n  B e r l i n :

" F o l l o w i n g  t h e  C o n g r e s s  t h e r e  w a s  i n  B e r l i n  a n  i n f o r m a l  

m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  w h o  h a d  c o m e  t o  t h e  G e r m a n
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c a p i t a l ,  a mo n g  t h e m  o u r  f r i e n d  G u m e d e .  B e r l i n  w a s  t o  

b e  t h e  s e a t  o f  t h e  L e a g u e  A g a i n s t  I m p e r i a l i s m  f o r m e d  i n  

B r u s s e l s .

I  w a s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  m e e t i n g ,  s i n c e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  

t h r e e  y e a r s  I  w a s  t o  w o r k  o n  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

S e c r e t a r i a t  o f  t h e  L e a g u e  A g a i n s t  I m p e r i a l i s m  a n d  f o r  

N a t i o n a l  I n d e p e n d e n c e .  J o s i a h  T s h a n g a n a  G u m e d e  a n d  I  

w e r e  s t a n d i n g  s i d e  b y  s i d e .  He t o w e r e d  o v e r  m o s t  o f  

t h o s e  p r e s e n t  w i t h  h i s  t a l l ,  p o w e r f u l  f i g u r e .  M o s t  o f  

t h e  W h i t e s  h e  h a d  m e t  u n t i l  t h e n  h a d  t r e a t e d  h i m  w i t h  

c o n t e m p t ,  a n d  t h a t  w a s  w h y  t h i s  B e r l i n  m e e t i n g  w a s  

i n f i n t e l y  i m p o r t a n t .  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  h e  s t o o d  a s  a n  

e q u a l  a m o n g  p e o p l e  o f  a l l  r a c e s ,  a l l  c o l o u r s  a n d  

v a r i o u s  b e l i e f s ,  u n i t e d  i n  b r o t h e r h o o d  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  

o f  p u t t i n g  a n  e n d  t o  t h e  c o n t e m p t i b l e  s y s t e m  o f  

c o l o n i a l i s m .  J o s i a h  T s h a n g a n a  G u m e d e  w a s  s o  

o v e r w h e l v e d  b y  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  h i s  e y e s  w e r e  

f i l l e d  w i t h  t e a r s .  ' I  am s o  h a p p y ! '  h e  s t a m m e r e d .

T h e n  h e  d r e w  h i m s e l f  u p  a n d  a d d e d :  ' I  am g o i n g  t o

f i g h t ! ' "  < 2 2 5  >

G u m e d e  a n d  L a  Gu ma  p r o c e e d e d  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n .  T h e y  

r e t u r n e d  t o  M o s c o w  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  

c e l e b r a t i o n s  a n d  c o m m e m o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  1 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  

O c t o b e r  R e v o l u t i o n .  T h e y  a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  a t  t h e  C o n g r e s s  o f  

t h e  F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  U S S R .  G u m e d e  t h e n  made a t  t r i p  t h r o u g h  t h e  

S o v i e t  U n i o n .  He c h o s e  t o  g o  t o  G e o r g i a .  A p h o t o g r a p h  o f  Gumede  

i n  R u s s i a n  w i n t e r  c l o t h e s  w i t h  G e o r g i a n  p e a s a n t s  s h o w s  h o w

- 2 9 2 -



c h e e f u l  a  man he  w a s .  F i f t y  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  h i s  f o r m e r  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  

A F P l a t e ,  t h e n  a s t u d e n t  a n d  now p r o f e s s o r  o f  c h e m i s t r y  a t  t h e  

M o s c o w  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  t o l d  S E C H A B A :

" G u m e d e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  a c h i e v e m e n t s  

o f  o u r  c o u n t r y  t h a t  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  R e v o l u t i o n  m a n a g e d  t o  

u n i t e  p e o p l e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  i n  t h e i r  

s t r u g g l e  f o r  c o m m o n  i d e a l s .  H e  e m p h a s i s e d  t h e  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  a l l  n a t i o n a l s  

s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  t h e i r  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  

s u c c e s s  i n  t h i s  s t r i g g l e  w o u l d  h i g h l y  d e p e n d  o n  t h e  

u n i t y  o f  a c t i o n  o f  a l l  f o r c e s  f i g h t i n g  a g a i n s t  r a c i s m  

a n d  c o l o n i a l i s m . "  < 2 2 6 >

G u m e d e  n e v e r  f o r g o t  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e .  B a c k  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  

h e  t o l d  l a r g e  c r o w d s :  " I  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  w o r l d  t o  c o m e ,  w h e r e  i t  

h a s  a l r e a d y  b e g u n .  I  h a v e  b e e n  t o  t h e  n e w  J e r u s a l e m . "  < 2 2 7 >

G u m e d e  c a l l e d  f o r  a  u n i t e d  f r o n t  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  u n i t y  o f  

a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  c o m m u n i s t s  a n d  n o n - c o m m u n i s t s .  He c r o s s e d  t h e  

b o r d e r s  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  i n t o  B a s u t o l a n d  ( n o w  L e s o t h o )  w h e r e  he  

a d d r e s s e d  m e e t i n g s  o f  L e k h o t l a  l a  B a f o  ( C o m m o n  M a n ' s  L e a g u e )  

w h i c h  w a s  l e d  b y  M a p u t s e n g  L e f e l a .  He w a s  p r e a c h i n g  t h e  n e w  

g o s p e l .  T h e  m a s s e s  r e s p o n d e d  t o  h i s  m e s s a g e :  h e  w a s  e l e c t e d  

P r e s i d e n t - G e n e r a l  a n d  E  J  K h a i l e  ( a  k n o w n  c o m m u n i s t )  w a s  e l e c t e d  

S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  ANC.

S u r e l y  G u m e d e 1 s t r i p  t o  B r u s s e l s  w a s  a t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  h i s  

l i f e .  He m e t  a n t i - c o l o n i a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  f r o m  A s i a  ( i n c l u d i n g  

N e h r u ) ,  L a t i n  A m e r i c a ,  C a r i b b e a n  a n d  A f r i c a  s o m e  o f  whom w e r e
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" b l a c k e r  t h a n  m y s e l f ,  s p e a k i n g  l a n g u a g e s  I  c o u l d  n o t  

u n d e r s t a n d " .  < 2 2 8 >  (He w a s  s u r e l y  r e f e r r i n g  t o  F r e n c h ) .  I n  t h e  

S o v i e t  U n i o n  G u m e d e  l e a r n t  a  l o t  a n d  h i s  f o r m e r  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  

P l a t e ,  r e m e m b e r s :

" I n  T b i l i s i  G u m e d e  w a s  g i v e n  a g o o d  r e c e p t i o n  a n d  h a d  

v a r i o u s  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  G e o r g i a n  l e a d e r s  a n d  

G e o r g i a n  p e a s a n t s .  O n e  o f  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s  w a s  h e l d  i n  

t h e  ' h o u s e  o f  t h e  P e a s a n t '  -  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  p e a s a n t s

c o m i n g  t o  t o w n  c o u l d  h a v e  a p l a c e  t o  s h o p .

G u m e d e  a s k e d  t h e  p e a s a n t s  a b o u t  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  

d e t a i l  . . .  We v i s i t e d  a n u m b e r  o f  G e o r g a i n  v i l l a g e s  

a n d  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  h o t e l  e v e r y t i m e ,  G u m e d e  c o m p a r e d

t h e  w a y  o f  l i f e  o f  t h e  G e o r g i a n  p e a s a n t s  w i t h  t h e  mode

o f  l i f e  a n d  l a b o u r  ( c o n d i t i o n s )  i n  h i s

m o t h e r l a n d " .  < 2 2 9 >

T h e  g r o w i n g  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  h a d

a n  i m p a c t  on ma ny  g e n u i n e  b l a c k  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  t i m e .  D r  Du B o i s

h i m s e l f  c o n f e s s e d  i n  1 9 2 6 :

" I  s t a n d  i n  a s t o n i s h m e n t  a n d  w o n d e r  a t  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  

o f  R u s s i a  t h a t  h a s  c o m e  t o  m e .  I  m a y  b e  p a r t i a l l y  

d e c e i v e d  a n d  h a l f - i n f o r m e d . B u t  i f  w h a t  I  h a v e  s e e n

w i t h  my o w n  e y e s  a n d  h e a r d  w i t h  my e a r s  i n  R u s s i a  i s

B o l s h e v i s m ,  I  am a B o l s h e v i k " .  < 2 3 0 >

A n d  t h e  4 t h  C o n g r e s s  o f  t ine P a n  A f r i c a n  M o v e m e n t  i n  1 9 2 7
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s t a t e d :

" W e  t h a n k  t h e  S o v i e t  G o v e r n m e n t  f o r  i t s  l i b e r a l  

a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  t h e  c o l o u r e d  r a c e s  a n d  f o r  t h e  h e l p  

w h i c h  i t  h a s  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e m  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e . "  < 2 3 1 >

T h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  b y  l e a d i n g  b l a c k  r a d i c a l s  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  

G u m e d e ' s  r e a c t i o n s  w e r e  n o t  a n  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h e  r u l e ;  t h e  ANC w a s  

m o v i n g  w i t h  t h e  t i m e s  a n d  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  d y n a m i s m  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

o f  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  T h e  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  

S o v i e t  U n i o n ;  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  r a c i s m  h a s  b e e n  

c o m p l e t e l y  e r a d i c a t e d  a n d  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  l e a d e r s  t r e a t  a n y  

m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  r a c i a l  c h a u v i n s i m  w i t h  g r e a t  s e v e r i t y  a n d  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  p e o p l e  s h o w  g r e a t  s y m p a t h y  -  a n d  a c t u a l l y  

r e n d e r  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  c o l o n i a l  p e o p l e :  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  

f a c t o r s  w h i c h  i m p r e s s e d  Gumede  a n d  ma n y  b l a c k  r a d i c a l s .  G u m e d e  

w a s  n e v e r  a c o m m u n i s t .  He w a s  a  s i n c e r e  n a t i o n a l i s t .  He w a s  a  

d e v o u t  c a t h o l i c  w h o  s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e d  " B o l s h e v i s m "  t e n  y e a r s  

b e f o r e  h e  w e n t  t o  M o s c o w .  H i s  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  o n e  o f  t h o s e  whom 

N e l s o n  M a n d e l a ,  i n  h i s  R i v o n i a  s p e e c h  i n  1 9 6 4  -  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  a s  

" e x p e r i e n c e d  A f r i c a n  p o l i t i c i a n s  ( w h o )  s o  r e a d i l y  a c c e p t  

c o m m u n i s t s  a s  t h e i r  f r i e n d s " .  < 2 3 2 >

T h o u g h  t h e  ANC a s  a w h o l e  h e l d  d i f f e r e n t  v i e w s  t o  G u m e d e 1 s  

m e s s a g e ,  t w o  t r e n d s  a r e  d i s t i n c t l y  d i s c e r n i b l e .  T h e  f i r s t  o n e  

e x p r e s s e d  i t s e l f  a t  a m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C a p e  Town b r a n c h  o f  t h e  ANC,  

h e l d  i n  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  H a l l ,  1 6 2  C a l e d o n  S t r e e t ,  C a p e  T o w n ,  on  

M a y  9 ,  1 9 2 8  w h i c h  a d o p t e d  b y  a l a r g e  m a j o r i t y ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

r e s o l u t  i o n :
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" T h i s  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C a p e  T o w n  B r a n c h  o f  t h e  

A f r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s ,  t h o u g h  i t  a f f i r m s  t h e  

s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  Mr J  T G u m e d e ,  t o  t h e  

C o n v e n t i o n  o f  C h i e f s  h e l d  i n  B l o e m f o n t e i n  i n  A p r i l  

l a s t ,  t h a t  t h e  A f r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  i s  i n  no w a y  

a t t a c h e d  t o  o r  a f f i l i a t e d  t o  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f  

S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  h e r e b y  p l a c e s  i t s  f u l l  a n d  u n q u a l i f i e d  

c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  C P S A ,  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o f  a l l  

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  

a l o n e  u n r e s e r v e d l y  a d v o c a t e s  f r e e d o m  a n d  e q u a l i t y  f o r  

t h e  n o n - E u r o p e a n  p e o p l e  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  w i t h  o t h e r  

r a c e s .

F u r t h e r ,  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  o n l y  p a r t y  t h a t  c h a m p i o n s  

t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  i r r e s p e c t i v e  

o f  c o l o u r  a n d  k n o w s  no c o l o u r  d i s c i m i n a t i o n  w i t h i n  i t s  

r a n k s .

F u r t h e r ,  a s  t h e  a i m s  a n d  o b j e c t s  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  

c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  a r e  t h e  c o r r e c t  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  a i m s  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

w o r k e r s  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  t h i s  m e e t i n g  c a l l s  u p o n  t h e  

H e a d q u a r t e r s  E x e c u t i v e  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  N a i t o n a l  C o n g r e s s  

t o  c o n s i d e r  a n d  e x p l o r e  e v e r y  a v e n u e  t o w a r d s  t h e  

c l o s e s t  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  a s  t h e  

o n l y  p a r t y  c o r r e c t l y  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  

t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  

s u b j e c t  p e o p l e s "  < 2 3 3 >
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A t  a  s u b s e q u e n t  m e e t i n g ,  h e l d  o n  May 1 3 ,  1 9 2 8 ,  a n d  a t t e n d e d  

b y  a  l a r g e  g a t h e r i n g ,  t h e  a b o v e  r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  r e - a f f i r m e d  u p o n  a 

m o t i o n  b y  J  M a b i t l a ,  s e c o n d e d  b y  N M a s e t i  a n d  c a r r i e d  b y  a l a r g e  

maj  o r i t y .

T h i s  w a s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  t r e n d .  T h e r e  w a s  a l s o  a  c o n s e r v a t i v e  

w i n g  w h i c h  c o u l d  n o t  r e m a i n  n e u t r a l  t o  t h e  r e m a r k s  a n d  i d e a s  o f  

P r e s i d e n t - G e n e r a l  J  T G u m e d e .  One c h i e f  w a r n e d :

" T h e  T s a r  w a s  a g r e a t  m a n  i n  h i s  c o u n t r y ,  o f  r o y a l  

b l o o d  l i k e  u s  c h i e f s  a n d  w h e r e  i s  h e  n o w ?  . . .  I f  t h e  

A N C  c o n t i n u e s  t o  f r a t e r n i s e  w i t h  t h e m  ( t h e  c o m m u n i s t s )  

we  c h i e f s  c a n n o t  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e l o n g  t o  i t .  < 2 3 4 >

A n d  a n o t h e r  c h i e f  ( n o t  w i t h o u t  r e g r e t  a n d  a  s e n s e  o f  f e a r  

f o r  a  f u t u r e  s o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n )  s a i d :

" I t  w i l l  b e  a  s a d  d a y  f o r  me w h e n  I  am r u l e d  b y  t h e  man  

who m i l k s  my c o w  a n d  p l o u g h s  my f i e l d s . "  < 2 3 5 >

We h a v e  a l r e a d y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  B r u s s e l s  

C o n g r e s s  i n t r o d u c e d  a n e w  d i m e n s i o n  i n  o u r  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  

s t r u g g l e  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  T h i s  w a s  e l a b o r a t e d ,  e n r i c h e d  a n d  

d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  L a  Guma h e l d  w i t h  B u c h a r i n  a n d  o t h e r  

C o m i n t e r n  l e a d e r s .  T h e s e  l e a d e r s  v i e w e d  o u r  s t r u g g l e  f r o m  a 

s o m e w h a t  d i f f e r e n t  a n g l e  a n d  p e r s p e c t i v e .  W h e r e a s  up t o  t h e n  t h e  

C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  r e g a r d e d  t h e  s t r u g g l e  i n  o u r  

c o u n t r y  a s  a  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  f o r  s o c i a l i s m ,  t h e  C o m i n t e r n  

s a w  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a  n a t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e  u n i t i n g  a l l  o p p r e s s e d
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p e o p l e  a n d  c l a s s e s  a g a i n s t  w h i t e  d o m i n a t i o n  a n d  i m p e r i a l i s m  a n d  

f o r  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n .  T h e  C o m i n t e r n  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  

t h e  s l o g a n :  An i n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i v e  R e p u b l i c  a s  a  s t a g e  t o w a r d s  a  

w o r k e r s '  a n d  p e a s a n t s '  r e p u b l i c  w i t h  f u l l ,  e q u a l  r i g h t s  f o r  a l l  

r a c e s .

F o r  t h e  C P  w h i c h  h a d  u p  t o  t h e n  a d v o c a t e d  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  

u n i t y  a s  t h e  o n l y  w a y  t o  s o c i a l i s m  a n d  e q u a l i t y  o f  b l a c k  a n d  

w h i t e ,  t h i s  n e w  c a l l  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e  

l e d  b y  t h e  A N C  -  w h i c h  w a s  t h e n  r e g a r d e d  a s  r e f o r m i s t  -  w a s  

i n d e e d  a n e w  d e p a r t u r e .  T h e  C P h a d  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  A N C;  

t h e  C o m m u n i s t s  w e r e  r e a d y  t o  u n i t e  w i t h  t h e  A N C  o n  s e p c i f i c  

c a m p a i g n s  b u t  t h e  ANC w a s  b a s i c a l l y  r e f o r m i s t  -  t h e y  a r g u e d .  T h e  

q u e s t i o n  o f  c o m m u n i s t s  w o r k i n g  t o  b u i l d  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  ANC 

w a s  n e v e r  r a i s e d  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  A N C  w a s  s a i d  t o  b e  s e r v i n g  

t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  " A f r i c a n  b o u r g e o i s i e "  -  a n d  s o me  o f  t h e s e  

p e o p l e  c a l l e d  " b o u r g e o i s i e "  w e r e  v e r y  p o o r  i n d e e d !

S p e a k i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d  a n d  t h e s e  a t t i t u d e s ,  L i o n e l  

F o r m a n  r e m a r k s :

" T h e  p a r t y  b e l i e v e d  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r a l l y  t h e  

m a s s e s  o n  n a t i o n a l  s l o g a n s  b u t  u n d e r  i t s  o w n  b a n n e r .  

E x p e r i e n c e  h a d  s t i l l  t o  t e a c h  t h e  v i t a l  l e s s o n  t h a t  i t  

w a s  n o t  i n  s p i t e  o f , b u t  i n  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  C o n g r e s s  t h a t  

t h e  p a r t y  w o u l d  l e a d  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  n a t i o n a l  

o p p r e s s i o n . "  < 2 3 6 >

I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  B l a c k  R e p u b l i c  s l o g a n  w a s  a t h e o r e t i c a l  

a n d  p r a c t i c a l - p o l i t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  w h i c h  s e t  i n  p r o p e r  p e r s p e c t i v e
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the relationship between African nationalism and socialism by 

stating that the concept of class struggle in South Africa must

of n e c e s s i t y  i n c o r p o r a t e  the p r i n c i p l e  of national

self-determination for the Africans and other nationally 

oppressed Blacks.

We have dealt with this question of the historical roots and 

genesis of relationship between African nationalism and socialism 

in South Africa. It is necessary. There are reasons for this.

We shall mention a few:

Our enemy - whatever form and colour it takes - has always 

at different times deliberately distorted the relationship 

between the ANC and the CP. The ANC is portrayed either as a 

b r a i n l e s s  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  without independent thought or 

initiative, "controlled" by communists who are white. The aim of 

and reasoning behind this distortion is clear. They are trying 

to tell our people that whether you are in or outside the ANC it 

is the same: "white control" is everywhere. They are trying to

demoralise our people, disarming them and instilling a sense of 

hopelessness and preventing them from joining the ranks of the 

freedom fighters;

The second reason why we deal with this topic at this length 

is that we want to make it abundantly clear that the ANC made its 

impact and contribution to the realisation of the urgent need for 

a solution of the national question. If perhaps the ANC was not 

articulate enough in bringing this point home, its very existence 

spoke louder than words. This contribution of the ANC was made 

independently. But this does not mean that the ANC was immune or
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incapsulated from the liberatory ideas of the ICU and CP. But 

there is a difference between influence and control.

Thirdly, - and this is a fundamental, if not vital, issue - 

the question of relations between the ANC and CP was not only a 

theoretical question. This is a bread and butter issue. The two 

organisations emerged separately and independent of each other, 

fought separately and on different premises. At times they ran 

parallel to each other but as the struggle developed the two 

organisations came closer to each other and began to discover 

each other. As it happens in such cases, the great teacher was 

our common experience and the school was the practical political 

struggle. At times, the fees were high - our sacrifices were 

great but we were sure to graduate at this school as comrades, 
friends, equals and countrymen.

The period of the formation of the ANC is important because 

this period perhaps more than any period in our history, 

demonstrates the creative thinking and positive initiatives taken 

by the Africans to redress their grievances. The formation of 

the ANC was a reaction to an unsolved national question and was 

an attempt to solve it. This question is closely connected with 

the role of intellectuals in the liberation struggle. The very 

existence of this social group disproved racist theories about 

the so-called inherent inferiority of the Africans. This period 

also shows their limitations. To illustrate this point let us 

take the example of John Langalibalele Dube.
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John Dube was born in Natal in 1871. He was the son of Rev. 

James Dube, one of the first ordained pastors of the American 

Zulu Mission. He was educated at Inanda and Amanzimtoti 

Theological School (later Adams College). In 1887, he 

accompanied W C Wilcox, the missionary to America, where he 

studied at Oberlin College - literally supporting himself in a 

variety of jobs. He went back to Natal but did not stay long 

before returning to the United States for further training and to 

collect funds for a Zulu industrial school along the lines of 

Tuskegee. The influence of Booker T Washington manifested itself 

in Dube's emphasis on the virtues of thrift and industry, 

education and capital accumulation.

In 1901, his activities were crowned with success and he 

built a school on 200 acres of land in the Inadna district - 200 

students were enrolled. He founded the Zulu-English newspaper 

Ilanga lase Natal. He raised funds for Ohlange - again in the 

United States - and because of his political reputation was 

elected the first President-General of the ANC in 1912. Dube 

fought against the Native Land Act of 1913 which affected every 

stratum of African rural society and he was part of the 

delegation of the ANC in 1914 which went to London to protest 

against this Act. His presidency of the ANC lasted until 1917. 

From then onwards he concentrated not so much on national issues 

as on the activities of the Natal Branch of the ANC. In the 

1920's he, like many intellectuals of his generation, became 

closely involved in "liberal" attempts to establish "racial 

harmony" between black and white through the Joint Council 

movement and many missionary conferences. He was one of the
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South African delegates to the international missionary 

conference at Le Zoute in Belgium in 1926. In 1935, he became a 

member of the executive of the All-African Convention. The 

University of South Africa awarded him an honourary doctorate in 

the mid-1930's. He died in 1946. <237>

This generation of Congress leaders straddles two historical 

periods; they witnessed the dramatic changes in African society 

as a result of industrialisation; they saw the final destruction 

of African independence and conversion of African peasants into 

dispossessed rural and urban wage earners; they saw the African 

proletariat emerging. There were specific characteristics of the 

emergence of the African working class. The emergence of the 
African working class was closely connected with the colonial 

plunder of the African continent. This was characterised by 

colonial oppression, forced labour, merciless extermination and 

national communities, disorganisation of the social life of 

ethnic groups and nationalities with the resultant deformation of 

the economic structure of African societies and conservation of 

precolonial loyalties.

These factors together with the existence of prefeudal 

productive relations and under-developed productive forces could 

only hinder the emergence of forces that could lead modern 

national liberation movements. These factors were the cause for 

the weakness of the national liberation movement and working 

class organisation in our country. The class and national 

liberation struggles took the form of revolts of religious sects 

(171 people belonging to a religious sect - the "Israelites" - 

were shot dead in Bullhoek near Queenstown for refusing to move
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their huts and return to their various villages in 1921); 

uprising of ruined peasants (Bambata rebellion); demonstratons, 

anti-pass campaigns, migration to other areas, "desertions" and 

strikes. These were sometimes spontaneous, unorganised, 

rudimentary and lacking in clear political concepts and ideology.

There arose a need to develop new strategies and tactics and 

to work out new solutions. Some of the leaders of the ANC 

articulated some of the grievances of this emergent class but 

they could not provide leadership to this new class - Kadalie and 

Champion did give leadership for some time but they were swept 

away by history. In other words the strategy and ideology of 

this generation of Congress leaders could not move fast enough 

with the times. But this does not mean that they changed from 

their early radicalism - they did not become "reactionary" - but 

the world around them had changed. Their theories about and 

demands for racial equality, justice and African unity (at times 

on a continental scale) challenged the very basis of white power 

but the masses and the new leaders who were emerging in the CP 

and ICU went beyond that. This generation tended to "mediate 

between two unequal societies" to swing "between belligerence and 

servility" in their attitudes to the Whites. <238> What about 

their attitude to the chiefs?

The Africans have always attempted to assert their pride in 

their past. To illustrate this we shall use the same example of 

Dube. He was so bitterly opposed to the trial of Dinizulu, son 

of the last Zulu king, who was arrested in connection with the 

1906 Bambata rebellion, that he (Dube) actively assisted in 

raising funds for his defence. Dinizulu was a symbol of
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resistance connecting the past with the present. He was an 

embodiment of hope for the future. Dinizulu meant for the 

Africans a need for stimulation of national pride and identity,

anti-colonialism. This explains the relationship between the new 

radicals and the royal houses.

The ANC's ideology has always been African nationalism. It 

is true that the nationalism of the ANC has undergone changes 

with the passage of time, - and this is due to the fact that the 

ANC itself has undergone changes and the South Africa of today is 

different from the South Africa of the 1 920's. The nationalism 

of the ANC sought to unite the Africans in the struggle against 

colonial domination; it instilled a feeling of belonging to a 

people - an oppressed people whose existence was threatened at 

various levels and in various ways; it sought cohesion, 

consolidation and a defence of national values and asserted 

national identity; it defended the rights, customs and 

traditions of our people; fought against the loss of land, 

liberty and independence and for the preservation of African 

culture.

This early form of African nationalism in South Africa was 

i n f l u e n c e d  by m i s s i o n a r y  e d u c a t i o n  which strove for 

"psychological conversion" if not "psychological colonisation" of 

our people with the emphasis on the maintenance of "law and 

order". This partly explains the contradictions in these early 

r a d i c a l s  who reje c t e d  19th Century liberalism with its 

Eurocentrism but at the same time advocated "mild" solutions. 

But what is important to emphasise is [the fact that these

an of patriotism and revolutionary traditions of
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contradictory beliefs and values sprang from the social 

contraditions inherent in South African society affecting the 

Blacks, e s p e c i a l l y  the e d u c a t e d  elite. These social 

contraditions were reflected in the speeches of the leaders of 

the ANC.

Talking about African nationalism, it is important to state 

the historical fact that the ANC as an organisation never at any 

stage advocated narrow nationalism. Some of its members were 

influenced by many ideological trends including Garveyism which 

emphsised the powerful slogan "Africa for the Africans" which was 

applicable to the rest of Africa but needed modification in South 

African conditions partly because it could have been "sectarian" 
to say the least. That is why the ANC mobilised around the 

slogan: "Freedom in the land of our Fathers".

In an effort to broaden its constituency and mandate the ANC 

sought collaboration with other protest organisations, especially 

the ICU. Membership of both organisations was overlapping and 

after the fragmentation of the ICU, some of its leaders such as 

George Champion, Doyle Modiakgotla and Thomas Mbeki, moved back 

into prominence within the ANC.

Concerned with the question of African liberation the ANC 

was prepared to contribute and to learn from other organisations 

that were engaged in the same struggle. Surely, the ANC must 

have learnt from the ICU which was engaged in class rather than 

"racial issues". The ICU was concerned with the economic reality 

of "racial interdependence" and issues of wage levels, industrial 

colour bar, trade union rights and introduction of social 

security for all citizens. Though the ICU developed its
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independent programme this conformed to the ANC's outlook.

This insistence of the ICU on class struggle and its 

antipathy to capitalism must have emanated from the influence of 

the CP. But this p r o cess was not without problems and 

contradictions. H D Tyamzashe, a printer and ICU Provincial 

Secretary for the Transvaal was a living example of these 

contradictions. The South African Worker (April 1, 1927) quoted

him as referring to African workers who had joined the CP as "an 

illiterate native sprinkling of communist dupes" and "Professor" 

Thaele of the Cape ANC moved a resolution in 1 930 in a members' 

meeting barring the communists from speaking at Congress 

meetings. Something which was tantamount to a violation of the 
ANC constitution.

The inco n s i s t e n c i e s  do not d e t r a c t  from the main 

contribution of the ANC whose essence was African unity and unity 

of the revolutionary forces. The ANC proved that liberation in 

South Africa will come through it.
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