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Yes’

Voters in what should be the |ast whites-only
el ecti on support sharing power with the bl ack
majority. Can De Kl erk and Mandel a now
make it happen?

awn Hos 3Nvan9vw ul na

By BRUCE W NELAN

vi ctory of such nagnitude

on an issue so fundamental

could easily push a political

| eader toward hyperbol e. But

President EW de Kl erk was

not exaggerating a bit when he said in
Cape Town after |ast weeks referendum

tt Today we have cl osed the book on

apart hei d?

Many nore books will have to be wit-

ten before the countryls problens are

sol ved. But white South Africans-incl ud-
ing a mpjority of the Afrikaans-speaking
descendants of the original Dutch set-
tlers_vOted resoundingly for continuing
negotiations with their black compat!

on a new constitution. At |least 85%0 6
regi stered voters turned out, and 68. 6% of
themsaid yes to the tal ks, ained at creat-
ing a new political systemin which the

bl ack majority will participate fully.
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Even De Kl erk and his governnent

were surprised at the 2-to-1 nandate for
reform A popul ation w dely perceived as
the nost stubbornly racist in the world
was effectively agreeing to give up its no-
nopoly on power and share it with a bl ack
majority that whites have traditionally
feared, persecuted and patronized.

uGood and sensi bl e peopl e nust be
breathing sighs of relieffi was the verdict
of Anglican Archbi shop Desnond Tutu.

O hers agreed. tlSouth Africais a diifer-
ent country today? bl ared Busi ness Day,
Johannesburgls financial daily. Said the
Sowet an, the largest black daily: |lWites
did the right thing?

In spite of the triunph of reformat the
bal | ot box, De Klerkls main negotiating
partner, Nel son Mandel a, president of the
African National Congress (A N.c.), could
not share the euphoria. The countryis 30
mllion black citizens still suffer profound
i nequalities in housing, education, nedica
care and ot her basic necessities. As Man-
del a wat ched whites streaming to the polls,
he said, ul still cannot vote in ny own coun-
try." But when it was over, he sniled and
said at last, Itl amvery pleased?

White South Africans voted their

tips: a

fears, their hopes and their wallets. Busi-
ness | eadersjoined De Klerkis de facto al -
liance with the |iberal Denobcratic Party,
chipping in for a massive advertising cam
pai gn that predicted renewed internation-
al sanctions and econom c di saster in the
event of a no vote. One ad, recalling the
cancel l ation of |anding rights abroad for
South African Airways, depicted a desert-
ed airport runway with the caption i Wth-
out reform South Africa isnlt going
anywhere. ,,

Anot her ad showed an enpty cricket

ground and advi sed, "Wthout reform

South Africa hasnit got a sporting

chance? That was a particularly telling
shot. One of the sanctions that nost

pai ned and angered South Africans over

many years was the ban on their participa-
tion in international sports, especially
cricket and rugby. In the days |eading up
to the referendum a rehabilitated South
African national cricket teamhad won a
place in the semfinals Of the Wrld Cup.
Sports-centered South Africans knew t hat
the teamon its first overseas tour in 22
years, would have to pull out if the refer-
endum failed. Mxre than a few votes were
strongly influenced by the thought.

The naysayers to the referendum | ed

by the right-w ngConservative Party, had
little to offer but a return to apartheid and
the partition of the country into white and
bl ack areas that had proved unworkable in
the past. Arguing that the governnents
course would lead to political and cultura
anni hilation for the countryis 5 mllion
whites, party | eader Andries Treurnicht
forged an alliance that included the neo-



Nazi Afrikaner Resistance Myvenent, a

link that nay have damaged the Conser -
vative cause. Former President PIW Bo-

tha, now 76 and retired, also urged a no
vote. ill cannotf, he said, lisupport a re-
formprocess that | eads to the suicide of
ny people." But even the largely Afrika-
ner voting district of George, which in-

cl udes Bothais former parlianmentary con-
stituency, went for reform65%to 35%

In the end, nost whites decided, for

their own reasons, that they had to back

t he government, though clearly many

have yet to confront the fact that a trans-
fer of power is likely to be acconpani ed by
a .,
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a redistribution of wealth

within the country. iiFi-

nancially, we will be bet-

ter off? said Tinkie van

Jaarsvel dt, a furniture-

store clerk in Vereenie

gi ng, south of Johannes-

burg. ttChangeji said golf

pro Gary Player, his the

price of survival?

A jubilant De Klerk,

wel comi ng the result on

his 56th birthday, called it

itthe real birthday of the

real new South African

nation." His position is

now i nmensel y strengt h-

ened. Until |ast week he

had been trying to en-

force his refornms from

the top down. But he had

| ost three parlianentary

by-el ections in the past

ni ne nonths to proeapart -

hei d Conservatives, and

he coul d cl ai mno cl ear

popul ar mandate to ne-

gotiate whites out of their exclusive grip
on power.

Now he can. After the media blitz and

the posters on every corner, the 2.8, ml-
lion people who voted could not have

been under any illusion about the choices
before them Like Mandel a, De Kl erk saw
the paradox in the all-white vote. uThere
stricken farnl and of

Nort hern Transvaal, reg-

istered a no, 57%to 43%

Even the blue-collar mn-

i ng towns around Johan-

nesburg said yes, though

by a narrow nargin.

VWiile it was a fanous

victory, the euphoria was

short-lived, giving way to

the fam|liar problens of

recessi on, urban crine

and political warfare in

the townshi ps where

nore than 300 bl acks

were killed in power

struggl es during the

three weeks leading up to

the referendum Con-

frontation al so resuned

on the political front.

Three days after the vote,

Mandel a vowed to halt

the governnents pla

put a 10%tax on b

foods and threatened to

engi neer a series of

strikes and protests tieven if we destroy
zwu no.1l HVLS x3v18/ssaua 33:1: LI OMLBO A31Naru
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who started this |long chapter in our histo-
ryll had been called upon to end it.

More than hal f of the countryls 3 ml-
[ion Afrikaners backed. reform though
support from English speakers, who tend
generally to be nore liberal, was the basis



of De Kl erkh surprisingly sweeping suc-
cess. O _ 15 regions, only the Afrikaner

the economy? The government has no

right to inpose such taxes, he said. tiThey
must get our express approval ?

If strikes by black workers could bring

down t he econony, they probably woul d

have done so years ago. Still, the economny
is in serious trouble, battered by sanctions,
is an elenment of justice/, he said, tithat we
"Reconciliation-

I s PCsSSI bl e"

THABO MBEKI, 49, foreign affairs

director of the African National Congress,
outlines a scenario of hope

By SCOTIT MAC LEOD

Q How do you view the reterendumresults?
A. Al of us were pleasantly surprised at the extent of the na-
jority. We mght have underestinated the willingness of white
South Africans to support a process of change. The outcone
reassured the majority of black people that peace is possible,
nati onal reconciliation is possible and acting together as one
peopl e, never mind the different colors, is possible. In that
sense, you have passed beyond the point where you m ght say

that we m ght have to resort to arns to bring about change.

Q What do you expect fromthe negotiations?

A. The second session of the Convention for a Denpcratic

South Africa should take place before the end of April. It

is possible that CODESA will then agree on an interim

gover nnent .

bastion of 'Pietersburg, in the drought-

recession and capital flight. The growth

Q What would that interimgovernnent |ook |ike?

A Al the forces at CODESA should be in it. The CODESA deci -
sions will have to change the powers of the President; they are
too great. You will shift a lot of the powers to the broad-based
government of national unity. In that context, you m ght |eave
the President | De Klerkl where he is.

Q How do you reconcile the A Nc.’s demand for ngiority r."d
President de Klerk’s demand for power sharing?

A. Precisely because we are conming froman apartheid society,

it mght be that the ANC, to build a new South Africa, may not
be opposed to a coalition government. But we are opposed to
coalitions enforced by the constitution. One of the principles
that has been agreed to at CODESA is that there woul d be nef-
fective participationw of mnority parties in governing the
country.

Q Has the A Nc. finalized its policy on whether to nationalize
conpani es? i

A, The A.N.C. has not made a decision. There is nothing in the
thinking of the A N.C. that says, tiW nust nationalize? No-
body should be afraid that the AN.C. will gobble up everything.
The A.N.C. is concerned with econom c inbal ances in this coun-
try. W want to achieve certain objectives. W are not exclude
ing any option, like the option of nationalization or the option
of privatization of existing public assets.

Q One reason for concern is the presence of so many comru-
nists in the A N c.
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Measurabl e steps toward that solution session is held next month, A N.C officials transf
er power fromthe all-white Cabinet

| #

man here and a rogue soldier there, the security forces are
" meant a 1.3% annual |oss

.say that growth of even

rate has averaged barely

1% a year over the past

10 years. Taking popul a-

tion increases into ac

count, that has actually

in per capita donestic

output. By the end of | ast

year, 4.7 mllion adults,

or 47% of the work force

nostly black, were unem

pl oyed and the inflation

rate stood at 16%

Though mnost coun-

tries have lifted their eco-

nom ¢ sanctions, South

Africa desperately needs

new i nvestment. The

A.N. C. says the country

woul d need a 9% annua

gromh rate to absorb al

those entering the | abor

market. But financial an-

al ysts in Johannesburg

4% a year woul d dermand

about $7 billion a year in

i nvestment fromabroad. It is slowin com

i ng because of apprehensi on about the

political future and how soon it will arrive.

De Klerk wants to get to the future as

soon as possible. ttWe should not waste

any time? he says. stThe uncertainty that

bothers so many will only go away if you

put a negotiated solution on the table?

A. | cant speak for the Communist Party, but | think it is no
| onger tal king about nationalization. There is certainly no pres-
sure fromthe Comuni st Party on the A N c.

Q WII the ANc. mlitary wing, Spear oi the Nation, now di shand?
A. W believe that it and all other armed forces, |ike the police,
shoul d cone under the control of the interimgovernment.
.Then it will cease being a rebel army. It woul d becone part of
he new national defense force

Q Now that whites have voted yes, shouldn’t

the AN c. end its call for econom c sanctions

agai nst South Africa?

A. There is clearly justification for that ar-

gunent. But we believe the establishnment

of the interimgovernnment will be the cor-

rect moment to lift all econom c sanctions.

You are dealing with a matter of a few

nmonths until all diplomatic, econonic and

cultural sanctions are lifted.

Q Do you still believe that De Klerk has a

doubl e agenda?

A. A good part of the violence starts from

within the security forces. They (the gov-

ernment!| viewed the violence as helping to

weaken their strongest political opponent,

the A.N.C. The governnent nust abandon

the notion that except for a rogue police-

began in Decenber when 19 politica

groups representing all races created a fo-

rum cal l ed the Convention for a Denp-

cratic South Africa (CODESA). It set up

five working groups, and one of them

reached agreenent on ubasic principlesi



i nvol ved in establishing an interimgov-
ernment. When CODESA, S second pl enary

cl ean.

1%

r
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say, agreenent on an interim government

could be reached. tilt WIli, says Mandel a

ttsupervise the transition froman apart-

heid to a denocratic state."

Just how the interimauthority will be

created is still not clear. According to one

scenari o gaining currency, Parlianment

could anend the present constitution to

Q Are you concerned about a right-wi ng coup?

A. The possibility is rather renote. They woul d be acting
agai nst the overwhelm ng majority of the popul ation, black and
white. What is inportant is to ensure that this kind of thing
does not happen after the new governnent has been forned.
You see this thing happening in other

countries. People create an atnosphere

of instability and the arned forces inter-

vene, saying that the politicians have

failed.

WJ. nos ENVEI’ | DVN H3l 3d

Q Can CODESA succeed it the Conserva-

"' tive Party refuses to take part in the

negoti ati ons?

A. Movenent forward is possible. Thir-

ty percent of the whites voted no be-

cause they are uncertain of the future.

You have to address white fears. You

have to show that when you have an

i nteri mgovernment, white babies are

not killed and white wonen are not

raped and peopl es hones are not

taken over. Then they see that you

can have a governnent other than a

white government and they are perfect-

ly all right.

TIME. MARCH 30, 1992



to a governnment of national unity. De

Kl erk, however, has said he nust retain
control of the government until agree-
ment is reached on the text of a new
constitution.

To wite the constitution, the A N C

is calling for a ttconstituent assenbly,"
while De Klerk speaks of Oa transitiona
parliament."” |f negotiations succeed, the
two concepts could turn out to be

roughly the sanme thing. The ANC is
hoping to cone up with a constitution a
year fromnow, while De Klerk says the
parties have until 1994, when the next
nati onal election nust be held under the
present constitution.

Despite continuing public argunents,

the two sides have agreed on sone of

the points De Klerk describes as his
ttbottomline? including devol ution of
significant governnmental power to pro-
vincial and local levels. He predicts that
tl some tough negotiations |ie ahead.n
The biggest gap is beeveen the ANC ,S
unyi el di ng demand for majority rule and
De Kl erkk concept of upower sharing.”

To him that nust mean constitutiona
provisions for including mnority that
is, white-parties in the executive

branch and providing themwth an ef-
fective veto over vital |egislation

De Klerk, wary of the A N Cfs |ong-
standi ng associ ation with comruni sm

al so wants a constitutional provision for
a ttmarket-oriented econom c systenf

The A N. C. opposes the provision but de-
nies it is wedded to a plan for bl anket
national i zation of South Africals biggest
cor porations.

The President has said several tines

that he regarded the referendum as the
countryls last exercise in all-white voting.
Even so, he has suggested that if the
$ARRQNNG TME GAPS

A.N.C. does not go along with his bottoma
line itens, he would have to submt the
out come of the negotiations to whites for
anot her possible veto. Hs demand for
checks and bal ances is uabsolutely funda-

mental ? he says. ttWe will continue nego-
tiating until we are satisfied that a new
constitution will be able to acconmpdate

the needs arising fromthe conplexity of
our society."

De Klerk called | ast weeks referen-

dum for two reasons. The first was to ob-
tain a clear nmandate for reform and he
got it. The second was to denonstrate the
i ntell ectual bankruptcy of the right w ng.
" a
On that he was al so successful, largely dis-
crediting the Conservatives, but they and
those even nore extrene have not yet

rolled over. Party | eader Treurnicht in-
sists that ttthe struggle for our freedom
and survival continues" and says he wil|l
continue to refuse invitations to join the
CODESA t al ks.

De Kl erkk advisers are concerned that

sone of the 876,000 who voted no may



turn to terrori smand cause both physica
and political damage. He pl edges to take a
stand against ultraright forces and not al-
low themto derail his plans for reform ttl

expect a small radical core group will not
just lie down and accept itfl he says, ttand
wi Il be thinking of doing sone wld things.

But that is what the lawis for and we wll
apply the law "

He now knows the mmjority of Afrika-

ners want himto succeed, to restore the
country to peace and prosperity and end
its pariah status. uAfrikaners have be-
cone Africans,w says Frederik van Zyl

Sl abbert, former |eader of the Iibera-
position in Parlianent. tlThey cann t
tinue standing apart. De Kl erk has said,
Forget it. We tried that, and it didnlt
wor k. h

Sanpi e Terrebl anche, a professor of
econom cs at Stell enbosch University, was
| ong one of the ruling National Partyls
policy planners. He rebell ed agai nst P.W
Bot hal s autocratic rule and hel ped nove
the party toward noderation. ttThere was
always this attitude that the world can go
to hellfl he says. ItNow Afrikaners have
becone aware of the outside world." De

Kl erk and Mandel a are hopi ng that al

white South Africans have finally, pernma-
nently, conme out of the [aager and into the
worl d. -Reported by Peter Haw horne/ Cape
Town and Scott MaclLeod/ Johannesburg
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