ASIAT6—~I1—12 2

/_ BMBARGO=D UNTTL _DELIVERY /

CONFERENCE ON RACE DISCRIMINATION

- JAN SMUTS AIRPORT HOLIDAY INN -

An Address on:

THE ‘POLITICAL ASPECTS OF DISCRIMINATION AND ON DIS-
MANTLING POLITICAL DISCRIMINATION,

by: Mangosuthu G, Buthelezi
President: Inkatha Yenkululeko YeSizwe
(National Cultural Liberation
Movement)

FRIDAY and SATURDAY the 3rd and 4th DECEMBER, 1976,

If I speak in rather sombre tones today please forgive me.

I have been coming to Seminars of this sort for the past six=
years. When I look at the balance sheet I can see nothing that
has come out of it. I must confess that I came here full -of
despondency and I am full of ominous fore~bodings for your

future and that of myself and my people.

For the last six years many of my people particularly the

youth have severely criticised me for daring to address pre-
dominantly white audiences at all, They have always intepreted
it as a futile exercise particularly as most of the people

I have addressed have just like this audience, made my addresses
amount to preaching to the converteds What is more this has
always been iqtepreted as meaningléna commiseration as Whites
who are prepared to be exposed to the things I have been saying
all these years are powerless as far as the exercise of
political power in South Africa is concerned. I have always
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regarded the kind of exercise I am going to have with you here
today as important, because I have always felt that it is
important to keep before the eyes of all the population groups
of our Country the fact that this Country is multi-racial and
also the fact that whether we like it or not it will remain 56.
As nothing.;;;éiete coﬁes 6ut of these‘kind of deliberations
Blacks have increasingly over the years seen these sort of
exercises as opportunities for mutual commiseration between

powerless Whites and powerless Blacks.

On the other hand let me share with you publicly for the first
time the fact that nothing annéys Mr. Vorster and members of his
party morethan these kind of meetingse. These meetings have
had a very negative effect on hime. There is an obsessidn in
right-wing circles within our Afrikaasnsespeaking Community who
believe that Black people are innocent child-like creatures

who cannot reason for themselves. Meetings between members

of White political parties are seen as nothing more than braine
washing Sessions, at which those who are opposed to the govern-
ment incite Blacks against the government. We are given no
credit whatsoever for originality and we are seen by these
people as-innocent creatures whose minds are susceptible to
corruption by Whites who are opposed to the government., I

will come to this subject again a little later. I do not want
to depress you any further, but I feel that I owe it to you

and my people to explain my dissilusionment with the kind of
exchanges we are going to have here during this Seminar. In
spite of all this negativism I thought very deeply about whether
I should come here or not particularly at this moment in our
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- —histopy, My conscience told me that:am‘n-Qﬁ_thipmliﬁ‘kluiﬁr’“'
I should come here, I was also encouraged by the fact that
one of the assignments of this conference is to seek ways of
dismantling all forms of race discrimination., This to me was
like a silver-lining in the midst of all this desﬁondeney
which I am finding so oven—powering as Whites in general who
are grateful to the government for institutionalising racial
discrimination, always pretend that there is no scope for

them to take any action, outside the parliamentary process

towards the dismantling of discrimination,

The issue of poiitical diserimination is particularly peftinéht
at this point in the histbry of South Africa, In broad
historical perspgctive. political diserimination came into

being as a direct function of white power,

Early White settlers had what were then modern colonial
military powers at their disposal to baék up White penetrutioh
into Black Africa. The settlers themselves enjoyed a
?echnqlogical advantage over their Black counterparts, and

they employed thig advantage in the pursuit of t@eir power,

Today tﬁe povwer-mongers are ét a cross road, 'Powef is no:'
longer sufficient to enable White SouthAfrica to exert the
igtal control 6ver_péople which apartheid demands., Whites
in this conntryvnow need Black comoperation to make their

apartheid system work.

Co~operation between the races will only be brought about by

power sharing in a united South Africa. The choice for White
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South Africa is clear. Abandon apartheid or forego the co-

operation of Blacks,

I am somewhat concerned that the recent moves to reconstitute

parliamentary opposition groups will be undertaken in such a

manner so as to make Black endorsement impossible,

"Whites only", parliamentary gemes are not of particular
interest to Blacks. Whether or not there are a few more
crumbs from the White political table is not relevant to the

real politics of this country.

The fundamental political issues revolve around power sharing,
The elimination of political discrimination is the first and
necessary step in the avcidance of a political turn of events

which will lead to a race ware

Responsible action now is urgently required. That is why

despite my despondency, I have accepted your invitation.

Those of us who are charged with political responsibility
as opposed to those seeking responsibility, act under a number
of‘restraints. These restraints must be understood if we

. are to have fruitful discussions in meetings such as this one.

When an aspirant politician has no real constituency he can
afford extravagancies. The search for political recogni-

tion is often accompanied by drum beating and self acclaimed
ideological purity. Understanding this, makes one tolerant

of such people,

Political ...5/




5.

Political inexperience can, howevery be extremely dangemous
in the situation which has developed in South Africa since

June this year.

As I see it, the danger comes from two fronts - one White and
one Black, It is particularly dangerous in the White camp so

let me start there.

White politicians are almost totally devoid of experience in

the field 6f political comoperation with Blacks. They

realise that apartheid will not be made to work without a
subs@antial degree of cowoperation, Because they want aparte
héidutorﬁofk,ithey seek that cowoperation, 'Lacking a background
of working with Blacks, they seek to get the co~operation

they need through selfwdefecating ends,

Instead of establishing common ground in the search for co=
operation, they play manipulative games wiih all the power At

their disposal.

Whites are revolutionaries of the worst order. They revolt
against the nature of man, They épurn the hard common sense
of the interngtional community. . They set tbeir face against
reality and seék political solutions in the twiligbt world of
nati;nalised self-interest, Yes, self-interest is big
business in South Africa, and the indqstry has been nationa-

lised.

Let us move away from generalities and look at political behaviour;

I quote our Minister of Justice and Police:
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"There is ng other option as a solution to our: problems
~but separate development, We will learn to love this
policy - all South Africans, Black and White = and love.

it warts and all, ccoo"
He goes on to say:

"There is no hope for the urban Black man to share in
the central parliament, nor for the townships to turn
into city states. The urban Black man is expert labour

whether they were born here or not', ' §

Thdée'words, ladies and gentlemen, amount to a White commitment
to a bloody revolution. ' Those like myself committed to
peacefnl solutions have the ground cut from under oug feet‘by
such talk, ¢ :

Whatwcompounds my problem is the knowledge that such talk has

drawn an ever-increasing degree of White support.

This man talks like that because he has no constituency among
the majority of the country, He beats his drums of revolue

tion in defiance of all political reality,

The exclusivity of South Africa'é parliamentary constituencies

makes it impossible for him to develop a Black constituency.
Our political system creates race barriers, creates racial

friction and will, if left, create the flnal race war,

I would still be willing, and I am still able, to join hands
with thtes in an attempt to brlng about a redistribution of
political power in South Africa. That is one reason why I
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am here despite-ny preambling remarks.

I absolutely refuse to join hands with man like Mr, Kruger
to bring about the ultimate race wars Whatever denials
Mre. Kruger may make in indignation, his statements amount to

a calculated fermentation of a race ware

I have already joined hands with my people to fight the
iniquitous injustice of apartheid, I will go with my people
wherever that fight takes mee I will go with them whatever

such a fight may cost us.

If our discussions are to make a contribution to  change
through peaceful meansy they will have to lead us to ways and
means ofiféﬂovihg the Jimmy Krugers of this world from the
politica1 scene. This may sound farefetched, but I am afraid
dismantling discrimination plaéés that kind of challenge

before us,

I have a constituency of some millions of pPeople, I do not
come to you empty handed in offering co=operation in the
fight for political sanity, I have not come here in order
that you may see how articulaté I ame I am here because I
represent millions of Blacks in thig Country,. This is not
just imagination, it is just a faet and do not misunderstand
me to be boasting when I gtate that faecte. I feel that despité 7
your. political impotenée that you deserve my taking you
seriously because you also represent a Constituency, which

although 1less than mine, is like mine also not in power,

In our discussions today, and in those which might follow, we

must at all costs avoid beating about political bushes. There

is no <.e 8/
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is no time for that. The elevation of the removal of so= . -
called petty apartheid to the realm of a political priority
will destroy the basis of any agreement we could reachdas
Blacka dd B Esal"  That ‘Lo Ve ARG i Conmbe mlosnei:

stated in response to Congressman Charles Diggs on the soecalled

changes was such a pathetic spectaclece

9

I am not disputing for one minute the very real need to alleviaté
suffering and indignity by removing petty apartheid, I am
saying the only way to do so is to'%éﬁove the'fbot cause of

that pettyness. Treating symptoms of the disease cannot

provide a cure to our sick bedy politice.

My people come to me ‘daily carrying the burden of so=called
petty apartheid. I know what it does to them. It is a very
ugly .things It nust be removed, I know what it'has done to

me as a Black man in a périod of more that 40'&ears of my life,

I repeat, however, we should set about ridding ourselves

of this thing by tackling fundamental political problems with
all the forces we can mister = jointly and severali&. Yes,
each one of us has a part to play, let us stop hi&inéAbehind
the skirts of the:Nationale Party Chiefse S =

As somewhét of anfaside, I draw attention to the fact that mass
media have very”painful ghoices to makee Do not misunder-
stand ﬁe when I say’that, because I am not unmindful of how the

press in South Africa has kept the flame of -liberty before our

eyes.
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As an outsider to the newspaper worldy, I am somewhat in the dark
as to what voluntary press censorship amounts to. I under=
stand that some of my utterances are regarded as unreportable,

I realise the problem of coping with numerous Ministerial

threats to the Press.

There is as yet no indication that the newspaper world regards
such statements as I have guoted as dangerous to law and order
and therefore unreportable. Mr, Kruger's statement such as
the ones I have quoted incite people to violence and racial

hatred,

I am not suggesting that they should not be reported. I simply
draw attention to the fact that oneesided reporting leaves
people in despair, Our people need to know thaf Mr, Jimmy
Kruger is saying highly provocative things. They also need

to know what I and other radicals are saying. If they were
fully informed , they would know as well as you and I know that
radical change is inevitables, That palliatives will not help
us in South Africa, So withholding black radical views is to

do this Country a great disservice,

If they do not know that§ they will die to make it inevitable,
We need every nianv woman and child = Black, Brown and White

to build a new South Africa, There is no sense in bringing
about a race war simply because we refuse to accept the
inevitability of radical change, Nothing will avert that
race war except radical changee Mild remedies will not

dogthe patient can now only be saved by drastic surgery.
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On the other hand Whites are well aware that Mr., Vorster is
dedicated to separate development ag he indicated.ai hié
Television interview with CBSy "Face the Nation", and in his
recent speech in Durban, He épeaks4about fighting to defend
Apartheid, He regards talk of majority rule as dangerous.

He warns against the notion of redistributing wealth in South
Africa. He regards Black people and White people as different
kinds of people, This to me is inecitement to racism; ‘He

regards freedom and justice as divisible,

When dMry Vorster made his famous '"give me six months" speeeh.
and Mr, Pik Botha at the United Nations promised that petty
apartheid would be serappedy and when Mrg Vorster appeared to
have takén decisive steps to deeesealate violence in Rhodesia,
a sense of euphoria developed in many quarters, That was
however long before School children in Soweto and other plaees
became a problem to Vorster's Regimg, Since kids shouted at

him he has almost become a shadowy figure behind the soenéé.'-

Mpy . Vorster now throws his weight behind D;, Treurnicht whe
believes in no concessionsy, not that we are any longer concerned
with concessions as suchy Drg Treurnicht does not believe

that the Afrikaner has to éhange direction, He b?lieves that
sitting on benches in the same park poséé threates to big
Apartheid, He believes openlyy that racial discrimination

in our society should be mantained, Dry Treurnicht believes
that third generation urban Blacks have no rights othef

than their rights to sell their labour, He be1ievés that 1t

is necessary to enforce what he thinks ef as moral behaviour
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thropgh the application of the immorality Act and the Mixed
Marri;geg»Act. He believes that people of different colours
should not attend the same churghe  He believes that the:
Chpréh éhould conform to accepted norms and practices under
th; policy of the government, He rejects social relations-
acroés thg colour line, He still talks openly and unshamedly
of yAite supremacy.

Dr. Treurnicht believes that the Coloured Community have

already reached the end of their political development.
This same Dr. Treurnicht said of the Prime Minister: ;

"I am 100 per cent behind Mre Vorster because he :
represents the vatiety of thinfs for which I stand

ws ¢ B3 25 s 2ol
** with even greater conviction and power",

As a good turn deserves another, Mre Vorster recently supported

Dr. Treurnicht when even the Afrikaans Press thought he had

goofed, and therefore also stands behind him,

’

A fe“days ago in Mqol River I was attacked by Mr, Le Grangee ,-.¢
In‘ﬁhe first place he threatened me with government action

fof what he called my "outbursts", and stated that I had in

fact gone too far. H? was not satisfied with threats he -

went furthgr gndqtold a lie that he had watched me on television.
in Canada, while_on_a:visit to th?t-Country saying that,Iwould .
kill a White, if there was any conflict in future. .. The

matter at issug now is not whether I will or I will not do:

such a thing_in future but.the Minister was telling a liey

when he toldvnis audience that I said this in Canada. I

put it to him that he sucked this one out of his thumb,
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Ladies and gentlemen, these are the kind of men who goverﬁ us,
It is they whom the Whites of this Country keep in power,

The Whites put their future and the future of their children
in their hands. I would not mind if this is your choice, but
as I have stated earlier, I am concerned that Whiteé do not
end up by endangeringnot only the future of their own children,
but in the process if they jeopardise the future of our own
children as well,

Is it really tﬁét the Whites do not realise that these
gentlemen who éerrn us have no regard for demoracy or the

or the rule of law? Do the Whites not realise that unless
Opposition to this government is allowed to take place in;
internationally accepted legal contexts and unless democratic
opposition is permitted, we will one day find ourselves |
embroiled in a race war? I do not believe that the Whites
are so dim that they do not realise thate Or if Whites have
a death wish, what right dc they have to rope us into their

suicidal spree?

For the majority of Blacks in this Country, the Apartheid yoke
they carry is a yoke created by the White man., Blacks have
ceased to blame the government alonee They see‘all Whites

as profiting from apartheid and they have lost faith in soe
called Opposition as a contraption which yr. Vorster uses to
give illusory appearances of parliamentar& de@ocracy, which .is
neitﬁer hefe nor there, Ineffective opposipion in this .
Country therefore, is nothing other than a source of spurious

respectability ... 14/



respectability for forces which plunder democracy and rape the

rule of lawe. Until such time as opposition to the government

becomes united, the shadowy figure of the Prime Minister will

continue to superintend the political lunacy of hardliners.
And plgése do understand me, when I aspeak of Opposition, I am
not speaking only;of the Progs and Reformists, or of Prog
Re}ormiéts and the United Party. I am speaking of unity
between all the forces which oppose the government. I am
furthermore speaking of the practical unity of day to day
eooperation in structures which permit sﬁch unity, as I will

L P

indicate ‘later on,' -

Reverting to my theme, let me repeat my offer to work with

any one of any group who are committed to tackling the fundamee
ntal pglitical problems with which we are faced. I think by
talking these problems, I mean much more than drawing room

rhetoric and anger expressed in cocktail party gossip.

I have in the past had to avoid popularism because it spelt
political death for me and perpetual subservience for my
people, Many blacks think that Whiteg have taken a step in
this direction_by forming the Progressives and later the Prog
Ref party...‘My statement is not judgemental, I am trying just

to be analytical,

It appears to us howevery that they have also bdilt in
insurance against going too far into the political wilderness,
No matter how much some of us admire some of the peopie in the

Prog Ref group, I can say bluntly that the Party as a party
does not ... 15/
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.does not retain the confidéence of the Blacks of South Africa,
I am not saying that you must disband, but I think much more

than jusf token cooperation is called for if we are going .to

survive,

I have been reviled by Blacks and WYhites in the country for
entering the homeland political scenes For the same reason,
I have faced concerted attempts to discredit me overseas.

I, howevéf, refuse to abdicate my position of strength in the
moét?imbor;#nf battleground on which thg struggle against
apartheid.is‘ﬁaged = the battleground of homeland independence

so-called;

In the developing climate of South Africa, any stateﬁent
indicating a willingness to co=operate with Whites is subject'
to misinterpretation. I cannot afford to pick my way through
the obstacles of other people‘é stupidity. I go further fhan
saying that I am prepared to cowoperdte with Whites in the
fight against apartheid « all Vhitesy any Whitess I go
further by saying that no political solution will be found
outside that co-=operations Beyond that co=operation, there
is only the hideous spectacle of “the race war, Blacké 60 not
want to go into a race war even if they know that they will

emerge as victorious,

That co=operation has not existed in the past and it does not

L
exist now,.

This meeting is not an exapple of Black/White co-operation.
It is no more than talking about it, The real thing wilIfonly‘

come e.os 16/
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come about when we join in action which mobilises constituensies,

It may be necessary to be disobedicnt to the government in
the co=operation which will be politically effeétive. There
is a law against Blacks and Whites interfering in each ofher's

politics, Improper interference the law calls it,

In tpe present impasse WhiteeBlack cocperation can only
survive if all of usy, and I include myself, consider open
defiance by ignoring lezislztion such as Improper Interference,
and enable all men, White, Black or Brown stand together,
through joint actions which will mean hardship and jail,
Blacks are no longer satisfied with statements of condemnatioﬁ
of the draconian laws under which the Racist Regime in our

land, inecarcerates them, In the United Statesy, I believe that

it was joint participation by White Americans with Blaek

Americané'in the Civil Rights Campaigns, which averted the
race ﬁar in the Unitéd States. I 2m convinced that this is
where we can all start, without hiding behind such pretexts
as iniquitous as gﬁejmprqper Interference Acts. This is a
treacherous piece.of legislation, because it dismantles the
South African Nation, wﬁibh is Nonmraciale It must therefore
be defied by all men of goodwill who genuinely seek Justice
and peace in South Africa, It is quite clear.that by ballot
nothing meaningful can come about by way of change. But
joint actions such as I have indicated can avert a race Hér‘
which is otherwise inevitable, There does not seem to me to
be much time’for thgorising and analysing, The only way in

which we can avoid the future which Mr, Vorster described as-
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"too ghastly to contemplate" is by acting in unison now.

To me this will be the first real step in seriously dismantling
political Qiscrimination. We have suggested a National
Convention which the Prime Minister has rejected. We cannot
spend all our time moaning about his fejection of eéch and

every proposal we have madees

My position must be stated cuite clearly = there is no such

thing as White politics,

Most of‘go:called White politics directly affects the destiny
of we Blacks. I have a stake in that kind of politicse.

I will interfere with ite VWhat is more, I will interfere
with ;t without your connivance, Lny other formal blandishe
ments on your part are things Black people are not .interested

in, in the late Seventies,

You ihvturnt as Whitesy have a stake in Black ‘politics.

I will help you interfere in the politics of my people.

If this is improper, then so be ite. There is then no proper
politics.

At this pointy I must turn aftention to Black drum=beaterse

Whi?es nust be told that they are hardly aware of what Blacks
are saying and thinking, They would be shaken by the amount
of tal? and speculation about violence as the only peans of

bringing about change in South Africa. Not simply violence

against property, but people viclence «~ killing violence,

Whites would be shaken by the fact that this is talk among
ordinary people. Don't blame the talk of violence on

communist .... 18/
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eommunist agitators. This talk comes from the living hell of

apartheid. It comes from want, disecase and despair.

I firmly believe, however, that the talk of violence among
ordinary people will subside in the face of real change, or
even the prospect of radical change. I will come back to

this point later,

The Black political scene in Scuth Africa has been characterie
sed by schisms and disunity, There has been no overeall
purpose, no commonly accepted strategye White divisionist
politics has ensured thisy and ultimately White divisionist
tacties will be held responsible for violence if and when it
erupts on a scale far worse than that which we recently

experienced,

If I spurn popularity among Blacks by offering to co=operate
with Whites, I also spurn popularity among Whites by offering

to co=operate with Blacks.

Whites must understand that all Blacks are my brothers and
sisters in the struggle for liberation, It does not matter
one jot or iota that the White government has seen fit to kil}
some of themy jail some of them and force others to flee the
country. We, they and us, are the Blacks of South Afriea,

We are also the fellow citizens of the Whitese

I deplore the political idioey of some Blacks who assist the
government in its divisionist taetics by attacking other
Blackse. That is why one of my priorities at present is the
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nurturing and strengthening of the Black United Front,

I am often amused and amazed by the arrogance displayed by
some of my Countrymen on the other side of the Colour line,
They are puzzled and frightened by this rapid growth of
Inkatha, They are also puzzled and frightened by the emergence
of our Black United Front, They thus occupy themselves
trying to fan the flames of division between us in Inkatha and
our brothers in other liberation movements, and between the
Black United Front and those of our Brothers who have not yet
joined us in the United Front, I make no bones about having
dialogue with the banned African National Congress and the
banned Pan=Africanist Congresse These are my brothers with
whom I differ on tactics, but that does not make them less of
my brotherss After Ian Smithy Josua Nkomo, Bishop Mozorewa,
and Robert Mugabe have been seen by us sitting around a table
as fellow=Countrymen in an attempt to resolve their problems,
no one should see my attitude as a threat to his or her life,
The alternative to sitting around the table is Civil Var,

So those Whites who make it their job to magnify differences
within the black forces of liberation, better pause and

think very seriouély before‘oontinuing their nefarious work
of faning the flames of mutual recruminations between Black
brothers. Such divisions ensures no éne's future, not even

the Whites' future.

I deplore the departure from democratie orposition and the

adoption of the politics of intimidations

If I cannot eceen 20/
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If I cannot persuade my .Black brothers-and sisters to adopt

a particular line, I have only two optionse I can make
concessions and retreat somewhat from‘the position I régard as
idealy or if I find it politically imprudent to do so, I can
leave them to go their way and I to mine; Ultimately, there
is only one kind of power and that is the power of being right

in one's political judgnmentse

Resorting to violent intimidation in the face of political
differences shows an immaturity which has no legitimate. claim-
to political power, This is precigely what Whites have done -

through the decades. Politics by intimidation must stop.

In ultimate teérms, I would rather be powerless and be put in
jail by my Black brothers and sisters than resort to shore
up my position by maiming and killing my fellow Blacks.

There are the Black counterparts to Mr. Jimmy Kruger,
g

They both talk the language which precipitates a race ware

My politics must not be seen as middle of fhe road because I 4 .
make this kind of statements I am a radical and I am committed

to radical change, My radicalism h;s, moreéver, the hard

bite of realism. We cannot afford fo abandon féaiism because

we despair and we feel weake

When I am realisticy I know political change means organising
people into a hard-working and disciplined constituency;

It means more than that, but it means at least that.

Inkatha as a political constituency is unrivalled in Black

South Africa cee 21/
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South Africae. Inkatha will grow in strength and influence

and it w{ll do so before it is the epitomy of democracye It
is a people's movement, by the people, for the people. It has
direction and it has the will to achieve that which it sets its

mind to achieve,

Inkatha has become these things because it has moved forward
resoulutely, paused to consolidate its position, and moved

fqpyagd again, : 2

The strength in Inkatha was not derived from political
extrévagancies on the one hand, and kierrie or pangs in the

other.

Blacks in South Africa will have to accept my commitment to
Whites, just as Whites will have to accept my commitment to

Blackse.

Let me pauée here with another asidee I have stated previously

and I again state today that I do not view Whites as expendable
oexpatriates. ‘ They come from the very scil of South LAfriea,
This is their land of birth and they have a right to be here,
There will be no political solution in which they are not

active partners,

On the other hand, I have also said before, and I repeat here,
Blacks in this country are of the scil, This is their land
of birth and they have a right to be here, There will be no

political solution in which they are not active partners,
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We are all South Africans together, Let us embrace the
future as one people, sharing one sense of patriotism, and

feeling committed to one common destiny, It would be

tragic beyond description if that one destiny was a race war,

Pretoria will never ever impose on South Africa the blueprint

of their future. Apartheid has proved unworkable., The
homeland scheme is a political pipedreane Urban Blacks are
there to staye Blacks whenever they are, rural or urban, have
one set of vested interestse There is no separate rural or

separate _ ;
/Qrban destiny. We all have a comizon destiny.

Above ally apartheid will never be fully implemented because

mass violence will erupt long before then,

We have not got time to play political games with so=called
petty apartheid. The task we should be concerning ourselves
with is bonding ourselves together into a powerful political
"force,

We must not be intimidated by Nationale Party self-rightousness
which ‘equates patriotism with the good of the partye

These gentlemen in the Nationale Party who are prepared to

gun people down because they act under the compulsion found
beyond the point of human endurance, must be warned of their

error,
¢

I have warned them in the‘pést and I warn tﬁem again:

"Bring about real political change, or face runaway violence",

*

Some people have seen fit to take these warnings as signs of
hatred. This is not true. I hate no section of our population.

I could cecoo 23/
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I could not be more explicit than I have been today, Y accept
the fact that we are all South Africans before we are Zulus,

Jews, Afrikaners, Sothos, Indians, Coloureds, ectc,

I will, however, set my face against any person or any sectarian
interest which threatens the majority of their country with
permaneni politiéal destitution. Equally, I will set my face
ag;inst any person or forces which force any minority into the

same position,

My politics is about the equality of man before God and the
equality of man among men, I have spent too much time already

stating again things which I have sz2id over and over againe

People have short memories and Jjump to conclusions every time
I am reported or misreported. Part of the problem is that
there is no machinery of cowoperation between racial groupse.

This necessitates constant assessments and reassessments,

We need concrete political activity aimed at the elimination
of apartheid society and its replacement with justice and
equality. We need common participation in that concrete

activity, We need it today and we need it urgently,

Polarisation is proceeding apace, If we do not act now Qe

may not be able to act at all, I want us now to turn our
attention t0 what can be done,

When one asks the question: "What must be done"?, one indicates
lack of grasp of the fundamental issucse Our analysis of any
situation should in itself define what must be done.

Let me give you an example, If it is overe=simple forgive me.

Take ceee 24/
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?ake a situation in which 2 man is dyinge The situation is
described to you in terms of the slowing down of function in
the brain, and the already detectable increase in toxic
substances in the blood, the failure of the central nervous
system, etc, The prognosis is bade It is predicted that
the central nervous system will cease to function soon, the
heart will stop, and so on and so frothe You hear this des~=
cription and you.ask: "What must be done?" And you do not

know, Let me call this description a boffin's description.

Take another description of the same situationa It is this,
simply = a man ig being throttled by a murderer, Here you
don't - have to ask what must be donece The very description

defines the action which must be taken,

Analysts in South Africa have all too frequently deécribeﬂ the
ailments of the body politic in boffin terms.

South Africa's body politéc is being throttled by apa}theid.
The exclusion of Blacks from Suuth Africa's parliamentary
proceedings is cutting off the flow of life blood in South

Africa's body politic,

What must be done is clear, We need radical political
change. We need political power sharinge Above all, we need ,
a comblﬁed effort to bring about radical change, Blacks,
Browns and Whites have a common destiny, They have a
common responsibility. They can share success or they can

share failure,

Once a major Objective has been sety we can go on to work out

the strategy to be adopted,
; It is eococe 25/
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It is tragic that in this country, the movement towards the
elimination of petty apartheid on the part of Whites is not

a step towards the introduction of universal adult sufferage.

These steps to eliminate pin=pricks are taken to make apartheid
work, The thinking of many of the people ihvolved is both
uninformed and confused, It is uninformed because there are
no mechanisms for the exchange of ideas between the.réces of'

this country,

I dismiss the Prime Minister's meeting with homeland leaders

as a fq;umrfpr the interchange of ideas between the Whites:
and the Blacks of thg country, He has used it boastfully
as dialogue, and it never wasg dialogue, It is a facade for
the maintenance df the status quo,. These meetings repre=
sent political discrimination at its worste » It is not>>
possible to get these neetlnas to discuss the th1ngs whicg
are of the deepest concern to the Blacks of the country. :
We go there to talk about the need to change the laws of the
country, We go there to ask for now lawg, All we have
been able to do thus for is to get the Prime Minister to

talk about the fact that he cannot change the laws because his

constituency would not agree to the changes,

We too have constituencies, I am faithful to my constituency,
and it does not want me to discuss how to make the influx
control system work, My constituents want the influk
control regulatlons which are applied selectively against
Blacks to be abolishedc

Here on‘ihflux control let me tell you anecdotes which will
give YOU coee 26/
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give you a idea as to the kind of people we are dealing
with, In January 1975, in Cape Town we appealed to the Prime-
Ménister for the scrapping of influx control regulations. ~ He
refused to do this.r He instead appealed to us to elect from
éﬁong ourselves three leaders to asgist an official of the
department of Bantu Administration to ‘make influx control
regulations less irksome, I declined to have anything to do
with it, Later in the day when I appealed to the Prime
Hinister to give us meaningful decisionemaking as distinct from ‘
the Homelands structures, he asked me how I dared ask for
meaningful decision-making when he had offered me this in
connection with influx control regulations, and I had turned

it dOWn-

A few days ago a visiting Ameriecan politician was talking to
Mr. Jimmy Kruger about the necessity to scrap influx control,
Mr. Jimmy Kruger said that the government cannot do ity and
said take a man like Chief Gatsha Buthelezi, he comes from
a fanmily of 21 wives who were married to his father. He has .
several brotﬁérs and sisters and we cannot allow these people.
to flood our cities, I appreciate the significance of

using me and my family in speaking to an American politician

to justify influx confrél. But I think more than that you can

just see the kind of persons who are at the helm of our affairs,

I cannot serve the interests of my constituency unless through
‘my person I am able to chanée lawse Mre Vorster must share
his political power with the likes of me, It is in all our
interests for him to do so. I repeat all, Unless Whites

forece sese 27/
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force Mr, Vorster to share powery they will reap the aftermath

of his political intransigence,

When I see an apartheid sign being removedy I say: Good =

a tiny step towards creating a climate in which real politics
can take place. It may mean one less stone or one less bullet
one daye I know, howevery that the removal of the sign is‘

not the removal of the threat of the stones or bullets,

The reality of the South African situation is that it is a

situation of the ballot or the bullet,

We cannot have such discussions with the Prime Minister at
our meetings. I have warned him that my peéple will be ‘
forced into disobedience if meaningful change is not forthe . -
eoninge. He did not ask me to talk to the subject, He did

not listen.

It is our responsibility at this conference to look at politie
cai discriminations It is our responsibility to be bold,

We have a duty to be just thate Let me therefore commence,

The United Party and the Progressive Reform Party are involved
in opposition politics at the nationaly privincial and local

levelse. As such, they are participants in White exclusivity.

I, on the other hand, am involved in political institutions
which exclude Whites, There appears to me no reason why we
cannot form a shadow mmltiracial body which would be a foretaste

of things to come,

I do not want to have to talk about specific aspeets of the
structure and functioning of such a body, but I do not want

to- 88y esses 28/
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to say one or two things which will indicate what I have in -
s P L o T - T ]

nind, ; . i

Inkatha, the Progressive Reform Party and the United Party have
to face political alternatives for the future. Only a fool:
could really expect the present political dispensation to

last.

When Inkatha looks at the future, and it is doing this, it is
doing so without referring to ‘he UP or Progs. The Progs are
doing the same and the UP %s doing the same.

We in Inkatha are not convinced that the end product of

Progressive Reformed thinking will be acceptable to us.

Apartheid will fail because it does not carry the judgement
of the Blacks, Progrecsive Reforn policy which is not
saleable to a Black electorate will alsc fail if put to the

test,

When we-severelly consider the futurey we need to bring oﬁr

different thoughts into a pool of thinking; One funetion
of the body I am suggesting would be to introduce the element

of political reality in our thinking of the future,

Given this task, we need to go a éfep further, What an
Inkatha comm%ttee_defines as blueprint for tpe future has to
be referred to Inkatha members for endorsemeqt or possible
amnendmnenta The Progressive Reformed and the UP have similar

procedures,
The body I am talking about could enable Inkatha members,

Progressive ... 29/
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Progressive Reformed and UP members to meet for interchanges
of ideas so that the endorsement or modification of party

blueprints can become informede

I ém talking about talking to each other = not about mergerss
I want to repeat that I am unconcerned about possibly being
accused of improper interference in White politics. The
distinction between White and Black politics is a fiction of

apartheid,

White politics concerns itself predominatly with the rigid
control of Blacks. We Blacks now reject this situation, We
refuse to bear the brunt of White stupidity without protest.
We will protest, and protest effectively, If Whites in
opposition politics do not protest with usy they cannot expect

that we will endorse their Whitewinclined political strategies,

This has been a crucial <year in the development of South Africa,
I have made a number of political statements and I have

suggested Black/White comoperation in a number of different

ways, just as I have done in the case of Black/Black politics,

The fact that I have not been heard, the fact that suggestions
I have made during the past months have not been acted upon,

will not deter me.

-

In time ;o come it will be seen that these suggestions were
responsible suggestionse When there is no longer the pros=
pects of a peaceful solution, we will not be able to put the
clock back to regain the lost opportunities of today and of

1976,
Making oeee 30/




Making the kind of suggestions which I have done this year,
does not mean that I am not sensitive to the lateness of the
hour, I am not thickeskinned, I am scnsitive to the barbs
of accusation that I hope in vain for White participation in
the salvation of South Africa,  There is nothing White '
political leadership is doing that promises hope. But I
cannot abandon my White brofhers and sisters because of the
folly of ¢he Nationade Part&. _
I will continue to make constructive suggestions, whéther they
are hga;d or not. I will also continue to prepare for

the consequences of nmy suggestions not being. acted upon, I

cannot do otherwise, If I an the hand that my people offer:

in friendship, I am also the hand they will withdraw in their

anger,

I see no White hand of friendéhip being held out to me.
have friends in White political camps =« yes, but not the

political hand of friendship,

Politics has to do with organised peopie. ’Inkatha is a
people's organisation. I+ ig a constituency. The UP and
ProglRefs will have to inteyact with Inkatha as Inkatha. Not-
oﬁly;yith Buthelezi who is a good fellow who will make a
spe;ch when asked to do 80y even if he is attacked by some of .

his Black Brothers for doing S04 He has that courage!

I will be returning to my people and I will be telling them that
their President made certain proposals to the Prog Refs, They
will be watching and waiting for the Prog Refs responses.
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Political discrimination must 306 Both the discriminater

and those discriminated against share the responsibility to

do something about the matter, :

mo-'-



ADDENDUM

Within that framework I would like to deal briefly with the Tollowing

aspects of Apartheid society.

POLTTICS AND THE WEALTH OF THE COUNTRY

The national economy s deliberately been used by
successive white governments a- a straight jacket on Black

development.

In the allocation of Tunds available to the public

sector, Notionale Party political ends are kept in mind,

I know that a target in the Economic  Development
Programme is the avoidance of a r=te of growth in which Black/

\thite worl<er substitution will not present politicel problems,

I know that the money evailable for development of
infrastructures in urban and rural areas is used to ensure the

rise of white standards of living at the expense of Black

development.

I also know that the most amazing feats have been

accomplished by free enterprise systems all over the world,

I lnow that this has not happened here. Free enterprise

~could have put together a package deal which afforded to develop
1

rural. Blaclc areas. It did not .do sa. One day it will be too
late to do so. We will then be left with enterprises which are not

so free.

I do not want to hear about the benefits of Tiree
enterprises which are denied to Blacks in South Africa. It is now
a case of seéing is believing. e want not only to see the
growth of benevolence, we also want t6 see industry and commerce

put the hard bite on government Tiscal policy-maiers.

Political discrimination which treats Dlacks as
foreigners in their land of birth must be scrapped. Discrimination
which leaves Blacks out of the so-called free enteiprise system,

must be scrapped ,

Blacks must be affbrded the opportunities to develop.

Blioiat
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They'should be admitted to all the countries' universities and -
technical colleges; they must be admitted to all the professions

and all the trades; they must be allowed to own property wherever™
they have the money to buy that prbpertyf they must be Tree to develop
their businesses wherever they have the ability to do so. Outside
these freedoms there is in every sense of the word no free enterprise

in South Africa.

POLITICE AND ECONOMICS

Wihen a whites»only government draws up a budget for
‘the country, they are behaQing politically., The weaspon of the
rand is as imporfant'in discriminating against Blacks as is the
Jackboot, the jail and the bullet.

The industrialist who does not do everything in his power
to break down gpartheid in the factory is as effective as -
is the security policeman and soldier in the enforcement of

apartheid.

'Collaboratioh between industrialists and the government
is ‘essential for the survival of apartheid in South Africa., There
is an urgent need for industrialists to remeﬁaminevtheir position
in South Africa.

bty ‘
I am awarc of the concern in some management circles.
I appreciate some of the things being done. I must, howéver;
say that the concern that there is and the things that are being
done are insufficient to diffuse the race war situation which

is in the making.

Industrialists must consult with Black leaders and
Black ; Industrialists must consult Blacks on a
level which leads to a joint strategy. It is a situation of

consultation or confrontation.

A prevailing attitude among industrialists that Blaclk

Bfveats
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radicalism is manageable is vrong. Black radicalism is no longer
manageable if existing attitudes prevails.”

E!EIT;CS AND THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The co-incidence of vested interiests between South
Arrica's uhltes—only government and the world of industry is

111ustrated by 1ndustrles' unwillingness to undert1<e the perfectly

i legal step of recognising unregistered Black unions.

I am aware of the difficulties which are inherent in
dealing with unregistered unions. Those difficulties will have to
be accepted as the inevitable consequence of whites-only politics.

They will have to be accepted and overcome.

If the problems which are created by the fact that Black
unions are not registered are avoided, then the negotiations by

stone and fire will emerge. ;

The Blacks at this conference are informed people.
They will tell you that the recent spate of bannings involving
labour movement people can only foster radicalism, They will
tell you also that the gencral Black public would approve the
emergence of radicalism in the field of labour. Bl:icks have lost
Faith in whites and the fealing is that if whites wont listen,

‘they must be made to listen.

I denlore the resent bannings and I assure you that
Blaclss will welcom= a very strong and pragmatic international
trade union protest. We know that radical change is inevitable.”™

The hammerings Blacks take in the short term only strengthen our

pesolution in the long term.

We know that Whites :re so busy looking at the stumbling
bloclks at their feet that they can no longer look a'.ead. Shart
term reactionary politics will increase. Industirialists cannot
affprd to look only at today. I appeal to them to look to the
Futhre together with the Blacks of the country.
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There is -the danger that the short term hammering we are
receiving will make us so lean ond hard that we will be turned into
revolutionaries who give no quarfér. I do not want that to happen,
Blacks and whites have to learn to live together. /e must start

now and one of the first places this must commence is on the factory

; Tloor,

Political discrimination which denies Blacits the

legislation afforded to white workers must be scrapped,

" POLITICS AND VELFARE

T B R B A ——

-

\le have in this country a political system which has

precludcd Blacks from the benefits of economic development. This

: system is directly responsible for the situation of sectional

‘poverty which constitutes the gravest threat to peasce in South Africa.

The poorest of the poor have little to lose in situations
of social conflict. e have seen evidence that one section of the
Black population is in the position to hold, another section to

ransonle We have also seen that stri'es can gather momentum by an

ever increasing tendency of the poor to stand next to the poverty

"sfficken. Black intimidation of Black must cease forthwith, but

Biéck sympathy with Black must and will grow.  Erpathy will form

solidarity whereas intimicdation will creatz divisions,

. In the unity which is developing among the Black
commuﬁify, the interests of the poor will be served, Constructive
polificé employing peaceful techniques to bring ~bout radical change
will not be possible for much longer unless the poor begin to
believe that their lot will be slleviated,

The encoursgement of the development of & middle class
in Blec!: society to stabilise society will  fail i7 that middle
class is expected to be a buffer zone between a minority of haves

and a majority of have-nots.
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I am convinced that welfare begins with the vote - and
know that the redistribution of wealth in South Africa will not

take place until majority rule prevails.

Political discrimination must be screpped for the welfare

of the Black people of this country to be improved so that they

know that it has been improvzd.

If Whites and Blacks pull together, the Herculean task

of human development may be accomplished.

If we do not pull together, failure in every field
threatens and recovery from that failure will be even more proble-
matic than the problems of avoiding failure, This is so true that

we can begin speaking of a final Tailure.




