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LL T E coneque of a

"no" vote in to rrows

rei erendum and the inpli-

cations of an Andries

Treurnicht-1ed CP governnent.

cannot fully be assessed, but it is
safe to say SA would face inter-
national isolation nuch nore

severe than it endured in the
apartheid era.

SAl's infrastructure would run

down. There would he tearful con-
flict, and in the end the terns of a
transfer of power to a black najority
or an all.black governnent woul d be
of a "take it or leave it" nature.
Speaking to a conservative tarm

ing community in the southern Free
State on Thursday. Foreign M nister
Pilt Botha sketched the full inplica-
tions of isolation in stark terms. cut-
ting out the double- h of past gov-
ernment denials o the effect of
sanctions.

Readi ng fromthe US Conprehen-

sive Anti-Apartheid Act, and trout
previously "secre " docunents. he
told of the huge battle to find mar-
kets for SA and to keep

export-based i ndustries’ unenpl oy-
ment figures as | ow as possible.

The majority of the 360 audi ence
listened intently, and showed sone
horror. but still sonme of the

ri ghtw ngers refused to accept his
standpoi nt. sayi ng he was exagger at -
ing and that sanctions would not be
rei ntroduced.

A trusu’ ated Bot ha responded: "I

can give you an explanation and a
description of what |ighting sanc-
tions is like, but I cannot give you the
ability to conprehend.”

The CP canpai gn has been based

on a seductive t. Wth the
resurgence of nationalismthrough-
out the world since the coll apse of
conmuni sm and especially the dis-
solution oi the Soviet Union and the
ugly natiomist war in Yugoslavia, it
has todged the issues to make its
partition plan | ook respectabl e and
in step with the international nood.
CP noderates have attenpted to

hi de the CP/HNP/ AWB al | i ance’s
unacceptable lace by t in; to con-
vince voters that old-sty e apartheid
woul d not be reintroduced. Treur-

ni cht has gone so far as to say this on
public platformns.

Hi gh voter turnout

could be crucial to

ref erendum resul t

But the short and intense cam

Eai gn has taken its toll. and the mask
as often slipped. Inconsistencies in
CF statenents have been exploited

by i’yes" vote canpai gners. nobst uo-



tably by DP | eader Zach de Beer.
Though the CP/HNP/ AVB alli -

ance continued to draw strong sup-
port in many areas. there was evi-
dence | ast week that voters were no

| onger being taken in by the sinplis-
tic message that "yes" would be a
vote tor conmunism while CP
speakers nade no satisfactory at-
tempt to spell out their own policies.
and the consequences of voting uno".
Even so. it has been ditlicult for
observers to read the voters’ nood.
In the CP territory of Harrismth.
ple sa they will vote "yes". while

it so-caled liberal areas. such as
Johannesbur g’ s northern suburbs.

sonme voters say they feel inclined to
vote "no". They put forward a vari -
ety of reasons. including those being
exploited by the CP - crine, the
recession and tear of a black, ANC
dom nat ed governnent.

It is becomng nore evident that
Treuruicht and the CP bl undered

when they entered into an alliance
with the oeo-Nazi AWB. and the NP
and DP can be thanklul for their

| apse. If there is one thing fri ts
eni ng voters nore than the bil -

ity of comunists in a future gov-
ernment it is the AWE. with its
swastika-lihe emblemand its
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masked and sini ster Ystergaarde.

The AWB hijacked a right-w ng
solidarity neeting in Pretoria and
totally disregarded the authority of
lice. Later their |eader. Eugene
erre’ Blanche. warned in a TV inter-
vi ew that his organisation was pre-
pared for armed insurrection. At
Treum cht’s meetings the unifornmed
“lron Guard" have acted as ushers.
The NP has not missed the chance

to exploit this ugly side of the right.-
wing effort. and its poster and adver-
tising campaign, focused on the vio-
| ent and destructive arned w ng of
the alliance, has been starkly effec-
tive. It shows a 'lterrorist” in a bal a-
clava holding a pistoL the three 75 of
the AWB enblem al ide a swasti -

ka. with the words: " on can stop
this man." The adverti senent cer-
tainly provides a good reason tor
voting uyes" tonmonm.

i"l would have voted 'no’. but it is
i mpossible for me to do so now. be-
cane i would be all in; nyself

with neo-Nazis." one liarney resie
dent told a Business Day reporter.
The sentinent was echoed by many

01 her neighbours.

NP secretary-general Stollel van

der Merwe predicts the right w ng
will splinter after the referendum
especially if it is convincingly de-
feated. OQther political analysts



agree the tensions within the C? are
too strong to cover up and contain.
They feel the "pragmatists" |ed by
Koo: van der Merwe and Cellill Plen-
aar are chanmping at the bit to talte
the party into negotiations. while
deputy | eader Ferdi Hanzererg

and his followers remain close to the
HNP position.

CP speakers have regularly es-

poused positions and policies in pub
lie that directly contradict officia
publ i shed policy. and MP5 are a bit

at sea in trying to pinpoint what the
CP actually stands for

Rosettenville NP MP Shell..

Canerer says she has canvassed hem
constituency and anong the |ibera3
section the "yes" vote is "80': %
strong", while the nore conservativ
section is split 50/50. Canerer says 15
60% majority is on the cards for m
"yes",

Springs MP Piet Coetzer is alsim

very optim stic. He would regard :53)
60% majority as a "landslide", and sb5;
55% majority as "decisive". H

The CP's Koos van der Merwe pram
dicted on a radio talk show that uno:
voters would win by 52%to 48%

| nde ndent anal ysts have war neg

that a ie factor has to be taken intu;
account in canvassing, and NP el ecH
tion officials say that in the |last genm
eral election it was 20% G

Prol Lawence Schl emmer. of the
Centre lor Policy Studies at the

HSRC, warns that compl acency or a
stayaway due to voter uncertainty

and insecurity could result in a very
narrow "yes" victory. Even so. and
taking the lie factor into account. he
bel i eves the "yes" vote will w n,

The percentage poll would be a

crucial factor in determ ning the size
of a mpjority. Opinion surveys based
on the 1903 rel erendum when there
was a percentage poll 01 about 72%
indicate a 5779-4370 "yes" mmjority.
It the poll goes up to 00% this could
increase to nore than 60%

However. Schlemmer says if the

dyes" vote wins with |l ess than 53% oi
votes cast. the referendumcould in-
tensity the crisis that led to the call-
ing at the poll in the first place.
The NP is worried that people wll

not bother to vote. believing a "yes"
victory is assured. and Zach de Beer
is al so concerned about apathy. He
has used this as one of the nmain
thrusts of his campaign - "I beg you
pl ease to come and vote ’'yes

Most political analysts tend to

think the t'yes" vote will be 55% bu."J
at the sane tinme they acknow edgp

it is virtually inmpossible to asses;
how the referendumw || go. :31

It is generally agreed. however,

that the higher the poll the greater
the chance of a convincing "yes"



