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March 11 1988

Joint Letter on State Actions

Dear peopie of God, as bishops of the Cathoiic Church in Sbuth Africa,
we want to convey to you our profound dismay at several State actions
in this country in recent days.

These actions have hei ghtened Teveis of fear and tension, and the
degree of oppression, experienced by many of our feTTow citizens.

Ass pastors of a church which represents approxi mateTy 10 percent

of the population, it is our duty to state unequivocally the Church’s
position when basic human rights are vioTat ed.

Generai Position of the Church

The Church is concerned with the totality of human Iife. That totality
extends to the quaTity of life and to everyone’'s God-given freedom
whi ch nust be protected and fostered frombirth to death so that

aTT may Tive to their fuTT human potenti ai

This means that there are basic human rights which God gives to every
person and which nmust be protected by the conmunity as a whole, be

it the reiigious, poTiticaT or econom c conmunity.

If any community violates these rights then it is the duty of the
Church to point this out and to pTead for redress. The Church nust

do this no matter which government or poTiticaT systemis in power.
For exanple, the Catholic Church in Zi nmbabwe spoke clearly both to
the Smith regime and to the present Migabe government on the vioTation
of human rights.

This duty of the Church nust in no way be construed as nmeddling in
politics, because the Church is not supporting any poiiticai party,
but saf eguardi ng basic human rights and ideais. By its very caTTing
as an institution founded by Christ, the Church has a divine duty

to involve itself in human affairs.



May we remnd you that just four nonths ago, in his address to the
Cat hol i ¢ bi shops of Southern Africa in Rone, Pope John Paul Il was
both expiicit and supportive when he declared the Church’s position
in poiiticai natters. He said:

"During these past years you have borne witness to hope in nany

ways, thus show ng your people the relevance of Christ’s Pascha
Mystery for their lives. Year in, year out, you have stood with

your peopie in their needs; at the sane tine you have wi thstood

much unjust criticismin transmtting to themthe upiifting nessage
of the GOSpei. In statenents that have spanned decades you have
insisted on justice and the need for true commandnent of | ove,

and invited your peopie to prayer and to universai fraternai soli-
darity. In particular, you have rai sed your voices on hunman rights,
the fundamental equaiity of all persons, the defence of the opp-
ressed and the concrete demands of justice throughout your region."
(cf Address of John Paui Il to the SA Cathoiic Bishops’ Conference,
Rone, Novenber 1987).

Present Restrictions

In the iight of declaration of support fromthe Pope, the Church
views the restrictions on 17 organi sati ons and on several individuals
wi t h indignation.

Organi sations have the right to work for the common good, to devel op
denocracy, to heip those in need, to support the fam lies of detainees
and to dissentfrompolitical decisions which crush legitimate aiter-
natives allowed in civilised countries.

We thus protest in the strongest possibie ternms at the restrictions
that have now been added to the very repressive measures which already
shacki e our society.

We call on the State to lift all these restrictions, to return to

the rule of law, and to abolish apartheid and its evils. It should
now be-ciear to ail who value human dignity that apartheid destroys
human dignity, cruelly divides communities and that for these reasons
it has been judged i morai and inhuman by the international community.
We aiso cali on the State to give to every citizen of this country
their God-given rights so that they may devel op as true chiidren

of God.

We nmake this call in the Spirit of the universal teaching of the
Church to oppose injustice wherever it exists.



The Promotion of Orderly Internal Poiitics Bil

Severai organisations in this country depend on overseas assistance
for their devel opment. Many of these organisations help the victins
of apartheid. They aiso work to repair the damage aparthei d has done
to South Africa, and to reconstruct our shattered society on a nore
equi tabl e basis. They reach the needy and underprivil eged through
education and through the formation of vital infrastructures appro-
priate to proper human devel oprent .

If the proposed | egislation now before Parlianent becane iaw, it
woul d nmean in effect that the Government couid decide arbitrarily
whi ch good works should be done in this countny, and which shouid
not .

We t herefore condem the proposed | egislation, since it could give
the Government totaiitarian powers, and urge ail those who value
denocracy and liberty to oppose it.

New Nat i on

Freedom of the Press is basic to any civiiised society. This freedom
al ready been severeiy restricted in South Africa. The New Nation

is now threatened with a restriction that would siience it for three
nont hs.

New Nation is a secul ar weekly newspaper owned by the SA Cathoiic

Bi shops’ Conference. It enjoys editoriai freedom and i ndependence.

It is an organ known for its vigorous debate on crucial issues.

It is a voice which chanpions the rights of those w thout rights.

It carries news and views which other newspapers tend not to publish
in the present climate of punitive restrictions.

Even this freedom has been curbed by the State. This is a crushing
blowto the very limted right to dissent that barely survives in
this country.

We deplore this action; and while we nmay not necessarily agree with
opi ni ons published in New Nation, we uphold fuiiy the right to editor-
ial freedomand the right to dissent which that newspaper enbodi es.



Concl usi on

Ne have expressed ourselves forcefully in this |etter because we
bel i eve that the Church’s position in the present repressive situation
shoul d be cl ear and unequi vocal. while on the one hand we condem
the violation of human rights in South Africa, we want to stress

wi th equal enphasis that the granting of those precious human rights
woul d enabl e our society to be transforned in such a way that there
could be justice, peace and enough for everyone.

Human dignity is at _the centre of the transformation we all desire.
Pope Paul VI proclainmed hinself very firmy on this issue when he
was in Africa 18 years ago. He stated: "W deplore the fact that
there persist social situations based upon racial discrimnation

and often willed and sustai ned by systens of thought; such situations
constitute a manifest and i nadm ssible affront to the fundanenta
rights of the human person.”

We appeai to the Government today to turn away fromthe disastrous
road which it has chosen for our peOple. W echo the distress of

Pope Paul VI when we say: "The cause is urgent and the hour is iate."
Qur Holy Father Pope JHohn Paul tells us very clearly that the events
of history have confirmed Pope Paul’s judgenent. At the sane time

he pl eads that viol ence should not be accepted as the solution to

vi ol ence. rather, violence nmust give way to reason, nutual trust,
sincere negotiations and fraternal | ove.

In the present context of apartheid, a call to conversion becones
ever nmore relevant and necessary for our people. The only adequate
solution to the problemis the conversion of hearts. (See Pope John
Paul s address to SACBC, Rone, Novenber 1987).

May Qur ,Lady Assuned into Heaven, the patroness of our country
intercede for us and obtain for us the gift of a just peace.

Yours sincerely in Christ Qur Lord.

eReginaid J Orsnond sibb
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