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From RAY KENNEDY in Johannesburg

RELATIONS between the
South African Government and

the African National Congress ap-
peared to be on a knife edge last
night after a two-hour meeting
between the President, Mr De
Klerk, and the deputy leader of the
ANC, Mr Nelson Mandela.

A terse statement issued after-
wards by Mr De Klerk’s office said
they would meet next week

and that there was nothing further

to add.
The Pretoria meeting, which was

at Mr De Klerk’s request, came after
the arrest in Johannesburg of the
senior ANC and South African Com-
munist Party member, Sathyan—
dranath “Mac’” Mahara).

Police have linked him with a plot

they claim has been formulated by

the ANC-Cnmmumst Party alliance
to topple the Government through
armed insurrection.

Police said hardline ANC guerillas
have infiltrated the country since
the preliminary peace talks were
held between the ANC and the Gov-
ernment in Cape Town in May.

A critical second round of talks is
due to be held in Pretoria on August
6 and Mr Mandela said on Wednes-
day that they would go ahead de-
spite the arrest of an estimated 40
ANC-Communist Party members.

However, the deveIOpments last
night cast some doubt.

The ANC called off the first round

of talks originally scheduled to be -
held in April after demonstrators

were Kkilled by police in the black
pownship of Sebokeng.

B —

. Sizwe, the ANC’s military wing, Mr

’ﬁnother wave of killings there in
the past few days has claimed an es-
timated 30 lives in fighting between
the ANC and the mainly Zulu 1In-
katha movement.

Observers last night believed there
was a possibility that the August 6
talks might be postponed, if only be-

cause the Government wants to
~make it clear to the ANC that it is

not alone in calling the shots.
A statement issued by Mr De Kler-
k’s office before his meeting with Mr

Mandela said the ANC executive did
not- seem to appreciate the serious-

ness of the evidence uncovered by the
police of the alleged insurrection plot.

The statement came after the con-
demnation by the ANC of the arrest
of Maharaj.

He is being held under the Internal
Sec ct, which provides for in-
definite detention without trial.

As “the political temperature in
South Africa rises sharply, Mr De

- Klerk is coming under increasing

pressure from the Right to abandon
negotiations. |
- Maharaj, 56, a member since 1935
of the ANC’s national executive, is
one of the few identified members of

‘the central committee of the South

African Communist Party.
He returned to South Africa last

‘month after 13 years in exile and is

the most senior ANC member to be
detained since its ban was remnved 3

- in February.

The chief of staff of Umkonto we

Chris Hani, said last week that the
ANC might. have to seize power if
the Government proved unwilling to

share it.
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