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END TO SOVALI CONFLICT: GOAL OF THE QAU

SAYS DR SALI M AHVED SALI M

The OAU Secretary CGeneral, H E Dr. SalimAhnmed Salim

has made it clear that the one and only goal of the

Organi zation of African Unity to see an end to the
unfortunate conflict in Somalia, and the restoration of
peace, security and stability within the context of national
unity and reconciliation.

Dr. Salimnmade the remarks while pledging QAU s full
conmitent tova speedy, peaceful and lasting solution to the
conflict in Somalia, at the informal preparatory neeting on
Somal i a which was held at Africa Hall, in Addis Ababa,

Et hi opi a.

The OAU Secretary CGeneral informed the participants

that the Organi zati on had no other agenda on Sonalia, and
did not favour any particular faction or group, but rather
had a genuine interest in helping to rebuild Sonalia, for
its future generations. He made it clear that the concern of
the QAU has been and woul d continue to be first and forenpst
the sanctity of life. In this regard, the QAU was

determ ned to assist in rescuing Somalia fromthe havoc and
destruction that it now faces.

Dr. Salimurged the Sormali |eaders to devise ways and

nmeans of ensuring a successful hol ding of the National
Reconciliati on Conference. sFromthis neeting, he said it

is the hope of the QAU, that we shall put in place a
process, which will ensure that such a Reconciliation
Conference, when held, will achieve its desired objective.a
He continued with the statement as foll ows:

t Thus, our Somali brothers should not onlyi exchange

i deas on issues as date and venue of such a Conference but
al so on other substantive matters. These issues, which wll
require reflection and broad agreenent anong the Sonali

| eaders include: 'peace and security especially the

attai nment of a generalised ceasfire which is scrupul ously
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observed by all; disarmanment of armed groups, and the
creation initially of a. national police force; the
constitution of the country; the interimtransitiona
admnistration including its terns of reference and
conposition; relief and rehabilitation as well as the
reconstruction of Somalia. Indeed the issue of the
reconstruction of Somalia should not be side-lined because
it is of prinmordial inportance to keep the attantion of the
i nternational community particularly focused on the |ong
term needs of the Sonmali people if Sonalia is to be restored
fully as an active nenber of the African and the

i nternational community, h he said.

The Secretary General urged Sonali el ders to endeavour

to provide guidance, and added ,that the ultinmate
responsibility for saving Somalia and restoring it to its
rightful place in the community of nations, lay with the
Sonal i people and especially with thene
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