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editoria

When Lewis Currollis Ruhbit | ooked at his watch and said, th dear! | shal

he too Izttei. his reasons for haste and his destinati on were unclear. But
Alieeis curiosity was amused by his air of purpose so she foll owed where he | ed.
and continued to explore utter the Rabbit disappeared.

Wth this issue of SASI| the editorial commttee intends that an inportant
exploration will he set in train. Econom c issues and options may seem

| abyrinthine und. to nany. arcane but the urgency of addressing them scarcely
needs to be explained. Wether (nme is nore concerned to conceptualise the
process of transition to a future South Africa. or to understand the |inkages
bet ween econoni c pressures and political change, or to cope lon the ground with
probl ems olijohl essness and poverty (the list is endless). the question requires a
grasp ol " eeonom es. W are grateful to our guides - the numerous contributors to
this magazi ne who have been at pains to present conplex issues in accessible
terms.

The explurution begins with it discussion ofztlternutive econom c systems. NO
ithSITIITtI1On is prescribed. but eritieul considerations are outlined and the lucid
test’ of any systemis defined as tWIIl it fly? Econonists. historians and
political theorists debate. or sinply share their perceptions of |long-tem trends.
recent turbul ence and what the future holds. The sanctions question has the
potential to divide the Black Sash. us it has done in the w der society. Mry
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)
|
t
(
i
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Burton describes the way in which the organisation strives to enconpass
diversity. It is also noted that WVw || be the 200th anniversary of the French
Revol ution. The comic side of simlarities between that |Irevolutimryi situation
and our own cannot conceal the tragic repetition of dooned patterns fromthe
past .

A lkieus on LI x'ttst subject such as economnmies camhe introductory Ltt best.
Though the Rabbit. bows out. the nud to further exploration is marked. for
exanple. h) reading lists xx hieh point the w) for independent quests.
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I the best of all possible worlds,

debating alternative econom c

systens in south africa

sean ar cher

Pangl nsss " Tis clemestralve/ 1/1ul things ("ummr be ()rlzclw w

for since overyf/ling ix nudcfnr an end,

everyflling 1's Ha' (KS suri/yfnr f/lc box! enf

Candide: I'Ifl/11"Six I/Mbest ()fa/l puls’xib/v wor/dx,

what are 1/10 ()f/Mtx' f" (1" u/lafrv)

Most of us have lived all our lives in one kind of socio-ccononic

system Unless we are unusually reflective and critical. we are likely

to assunme it is the only workable system Fromthere the slop lo the bclicl
that it has evolved Inaturallyl over a long time. and is therefore the best.
short. The discovery that many people do not share this view indeed reject
on perfectly respectable intellectual grounds. can come as revel ation Or
ShOCk. The foll owi ng di scussion may assist in umcrslandi ng why | um ancm
tal changes in our existing systemare being debated.

S
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The rol e of
the state in
the elastic
capitali st
nodel has
been |ikened
to that Ufa
ni ght
walt’|tmal z.
?ternnmon HOSE W
-l :3m1 , 4
The goal s of any econom c systent whet her
eapitulistt socialist. or hybrid |ike the welfare
state. include the foll ow ng:
- poverty elimnation:
" efficiency of functioning:
- growh in gross national product:
adequat e consunption |evels of the popul a-
tion;
" equity in the distribution of incone:
resilience. udztptztbility and autononmy in the
thee of adverse Change.
This list is not a ranking and neither is it ex-
haustive. but these objectives are w thout doubt
amongst the nost inportant. Some inter-
rel ati onshi ps should be noted. indeed. a little
retleetion will showthat all the |isted goals are
related in one way or another. For instance, per
capita consunption in South Africa. when
viewed as a sinple average, is at a reasonable
| evel by international standards yet. because
equity in the distribution of income (which
governs consunption) is so | ow. poverty
remai ns a nmaj or problem
Anot her illustration is furnished by the |arge
group of Third World economies that rely
heavily on a single or small range of com
nodity exports for growh and internationa
exchange: copper in Zanbia. oil in Nigeria
sugar in Cuba are cases in point. Under
favourabl e demand conditions in the world
econony nmost of their goals can be met and the
potential created for devel opnent. Yet their
position is that of the proverbial tail of the dog.
extrenmely volatile and dependent so their
econom es atre short on resilience and aut onony
in the face of adversity.
These goals may ulso rmutually eonlliet
rat her than conpl enent each other. Equity. for
exanple. entztils decision-taking that is
denocratic and therefore slow, collective
responsibility which carries the danger of buck-
passing; solidarity and econom c security that
generate conpl acency and a weak comm t nent
to work. Thus a single-mnded pursuit of equity
can j eopardi se the other goals. In practice.
conprom ses - ttrztde-ot't’'s’ - characterise the
functioning of any econonic system
VWhat is capitalisn®
It denotes a system characterised by private
property in the resources (natural and nan-
nmude) used in production and exchange. That
is, the tinstrunentsl or nmeans of production are
hel d by i ndividual owners. singly or corporate-
ly. for profit. Note that property is not a thing; it
is aright to a revenue or incone.
Wage | abour is the second defining feature.
That is. the worker is enployed by a boss or
conpany who owns the | and, buildings,
machi nes and tools and pays for |abour services



at regular intervals on a tine or piece-rate basis.

O her characteristics are monetary exchange

through the market - of neans of production

and neans of consunption - and free enterprise

in the sense of unfettered scope. or |egitinmcy

inlaw to pursue profit as the maxi mum surpl us

over production costs.

The role of the state in the classic capitalist

nodel has been |ikened to that of a night

wat chman. Its functions are to guard property

rights. to maintain the |law of contract. and to

hold the arena for capital and | abour. as free

and equal parties, to enter into nutually benefi-

ci al exchange.

VWhat is the nmerit of this systenf Hi storical-

Iy speaking it has generated high rates of

aceumul ationx. in some countries at certain

times. By the mid-nineteenth century. two

political economists destined to be capitalisnis
severest critics could wite:

The bourgeoisie. during its rule of scarce

one hundred years. has created nore mas-

sive and nore col ossal productive forces

than have all precedi ng generations together

Ithat O ass) by the rapid inprovenent of

illl instruments of production. by the im

mensely facilitated neans of conmunica-

tion. draws all. even the nobst barbaric

nations. into civilisation

(Marx and Engel s)

V Accumul ation nmeans the way in which. within a given
structure of (mnership of resources. the surplus of output
mer the consunption needs of those working is extracted.
nobi | i sed t hrough financial channels. and invested for re-
pl acenent and new productive capacity. |like farns. fac-
tories and infrastructure - roads. powerlines , including
school s, hospitals and the |ike.



Wthin

capitali st

soci eties -

mar kedl y 50

inthe (me we

all know best

- gross

i nequities

abound.

Capitalismhas |liberated the creative potentia
of humanity on a large scale. Qur globe has

been transforned by industrialisation. urbanisa-
tion. and advances in applied science. The
resultant material prosperity of some of its in-
habitants is wi thout historical precedent.
Problens with capitalism

The original and still-enduring criticism of
capitalismpoints to the contradiction - an in-
conpatibility increasing over time - between
the private ownership of resources by
capitalists, for the generation of profit that is in-
di vidual ly appropriated. and the 5mm nature of
producti on. Concentration of econonic power
conflicts with grow ng interdependency in the

di vision of labour. It is held that the sequence
fromindividual capitalist enterprise. to cor-
porate forns of ever-greater conplexity. to the
rising economc role of the state. is a law a his-
torical regularity, not sinply a trend anpongst a
set of possibilities open to capitalism This
nmet anor phosis will lead to a system sone cal
socialism So runs the prediction.

Secondly, sone critics contend that
capitalismis inherently incapable of stability.
Devel opnent of the forces of production in the
form of nodern technol ogy has so altered
econoni ¢ choi ces that the market cannot handl e
them Co-ordinated acti on beyond the nmarket
mechani smis essential to deal effectively with
probl ens posed by:

" length oftime horizons:

- scale of risks:

0 cost of information dispersal

" increasing inpact of extemalities (effects
outside private responsibility and the

market) |ike pollution, and the depletion of
comon property resources in the oceans

and at nosphere:

' degradation of the work environment;

soci al responsibility for welfare

equal ity of opportunity.

At best the nmarkets necessary to handl e these
phenonena function inperfectly; at worst they
do not _ some say, cannot - exist.

Current events remind us that the primary
instability in the system its propensity to boom
sash Dct’ embcr 1988 7

and slunp. remmins pervasive in nodern
capitalism Once upon a tine it seened that the
state could fine tune the econony by judicious
nonetary and fiscal policies (taxation and
public expenditure). This seens much | ess

evi dent today. In peripheral economes |ike
South Africa these fluctuations are accentuated:
when the devel oped centre of the world

econony sneezest we have a seizure.

Thirdly. it is not a world system Capitalism
exists fully fledged in only a small mnority of
nati on states. Some of these are grow ng. sone
are stagnating. Brazil and the small Imracle
econom es of Sout h-East Asia - Hong Kong,



Si ngapore. Taiwan South Korea - are exanples

of the fornmer: Britain and. arguably. certain

ot her West European countries are instances of
the latter.

There is a joke in which Reagan. on becom

ing president and surveying the world. asks his
advi sors anxi ously: Can we have capitalismin
only one country? So. the relevant question is
not tWII capitalismbeconme a world systenf

but rather Could it do so'T There is an answer

of wide currency in the Third Wrld. notably in
Latin Anerica. which is enphatically negative

To think otherwise is to misconceive the history
and nature of capitalism sone nations are
weal t hy and powerful bettause others are poor.
Thus. to postulate global capitalismis to
postulate a contradiction. Exploitation is not a
reci procal relationship: | cannot exploit you.
and you me. and we both get rich in the process.
In this view the material standards achieved in
devel oped capitalist countries do not constitute
a mrror of the future for the vast popul ation of
the earth because they are inmpossible to enu-

| ate.

Finally. capitalismis an unjust system

Wthin capitalist societies - markedly so in the
one we all know best - gross inequities abound.
These negate common notions of distributive
justice. The pertinent issue. however. is whether
they can be overcome within the system This is
to be doubted. sone assert, in that the ultimate
causes are systemc. built in rather than contin-
gent. Economi c agents enter the market place

not on a basis of equality but with differences in
power. At root such differences stemfrom



In

(NENI NN Y

I 11
et
v nlvll
Il
Il
T M
I TTvnll nl
n
ITH ()L 1.
In il
X
Frrrrnl
|
In (In xn
si des of

nul |
R
I
\%
U

wnl v

srrrrrrrrerrrrintd
I

Inll1vl

O
> — .
—_ C — _ _ . —
—_—-c © ———__ <X ——_=__Z —_ = —_—->__ = — —_ _Z D - X
—— S_c__o_ T ”-=s—_—-—_ZC — co ___ =Z_____C = — - - - — o0
- C — C e —_—— a0, ——. - . — —~O = > OC — - — X —= — — — - — — = o [
—_— Oy — . — — o ——— - c_ T — - — —_ 2 > Q — -2 [3) o
. — = e — X —— > __ | _ x " = ——0_ —_ _— . = — — — . -
- — X > - x — cC> o - DO — = . — O — — —_— - —_
n—_— . —_ - .- -. Z-ZZ-Z IT__T__ =S68 —ac- ——Z—F_—— _ — - - =2 _c — >
- =<_- - .. T Tz Z & _cS=S_”S”"_»n __-Z c . _ IWIW. c_
—_ - — —_—— —— - m IIIIII C e — e — ———— | — —— _—— —_— — —_—— [
O > - — —_ X — X ——_ c c . — — Se C — — o - oO— — C
-—- - == C N X >™ — L >™l.= —>=Z_-__-_ s _ - - ——=Cc - -
e —_— MM - X>_ . _—____ =SD. c. & —__ o — — _ = Xm— = —
—_— = c —_— C - - - Y — —_I [P =Y o coc R — —— — = —_— — 1 c
—_-—- = e <. S —— ZIZZTT> .x T =_= — O35 I —“_”“»n =2
_—_r —_—— e e X . o anllUC|rn||lV = c c — . -
—__. — - kx—_—-—_—-—_-—-—Z-—_. —_ ¢t —_¢c-—_1-_“"_owos>sc— Z — - - __o—- — -
—__ — ESs_- - ", c. __-___-. C —_c m ||||||| _—— ¢ —- : _— > o
I : ST > __—__-___ cc_ I X——C_3SX— .c__ —_ - c —_»n - _oT
-_-z _Z . - -TIT__—-—-——ZC S—___ T "_E T T __Z - - — - I.W.I n <.Z
—__- T_o>_zZz___”"___ - . T . ZT T _cZc—-Z”cE S € _ —_=_c S
—_- _ S - _cc. - xT ZZ-__—-ZC — > Jc_T¢c —__- = x Z % - cc —._
o — L e e e e c - — C  — Q= _C X e o — — — x - x —_ —_ —— — T
I“x 4 _—__—__-—_—_-—_”—_—-_=Z X — - — S___o_ .—-__-_ N . _ — xE&€ZZ Z
- = —_cD. T - _X%- c S5 TE_c”_"_0—xo - X — - - Sa —_
_x—_- » - ____=_ c__=_ < _ . c__cx___ c_— X -— < —_ ZE>0 3o
— — — — X e Z — — 0 — —_C - = >S5S X —— X C_> — - — — — . O c .
I _ Z . - _-”-C R CIMII, T - xZ__ g . ZC — c . _¢c ?ho
Y~ : —_>cx— ™ Z X 2> o= — = c_ _ —___ DT - ___¢c c —_—__oc c
_ — . T T Z—c T xZsC — e L e—_ S Cc—_—___T _Z c _—__c—_> — n o —x
—_ _ - I xI_"“x_"—--Z —_—_ZE”_”"_x ZNZ-Z_Z - ZZ el £ o -
—_— IWII . —— Ir. .. = —_ — e — — — = —_— —_— =TI . - C o —
c o
. =
> oo
<
c

V

I
"
Frrrnd

flrlrthlilllk t’
I’
[
[
live.

X
|
[
[
[
I
[
|
I
H
mv I nml ||
| HI
111
[
[t
[1i
NI |
111
|
[

NEETETT
[11

m
Il
I/
m
I
Il
/
Il
I/
|
|
B
Il
" X
Il
Il
Il
o
Il
X
Il
[
|
Il
Il
Il
[
e

I
(
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
n
I
I
I
n
I
I
I
I
I
H
I
I
X
I
I
I
I
I
pl I nl

I
p
I
I
I
I
J
I
I
I
I
I
I
k
I
I
n
I

Zl

N —— C — — ~ = C e e~ e e =20 L — e e — o Z — —

Cr — - i = ——— e C e — = —_ —_ —_ ) - — — e —_— —_ — =
N—ee—m—T~I € —C e ——c XL . — — = —_ C - — -
~O X e ~C e e — e — | 5D L e e e e — — _ 0 - = —
N « - e~ ———_ QO T e - = o_>__ — — — _ X_ao_TIT.

<
S
e e e e N e — - — . e T S S — .m
c
e

In 11 HIntlim’
I

What about socia
|
|
X

usual Iy pns

WITk 11
HYV pnl 1]

Ix 11T



[Ilve In Ix- cnlllhilI11"IL hill blind (1(I-
IscnlI L' L pllnns,

I In hc plI1"pm nl illllsinns 21nd

[11] [11jL . "1 hc pl"” UPUHCH nl xnciulism

I 1 x- "I"clved IICITTICI” IIx Il hnpcymaln |nr
Inr (INII plll’vcan nlV indispul uhlc

Inlls: hnlll xlclL-nlypcx (In prnprcsxive

I (lixxI"I"viL L.

k' lekc nl (I'IxCstlnll. :1 warking dis,

H TWWCCH xnciulisl TIHHIIhl (lhc prini

I
I
[
I
I
wnmmn) |
pl ' npanl
[ (lcux I
H' 11
I HI

I xnclllllslIl illld xnciulixl pruclicc
sL-11" nl Illcllltu cxixlingf xncinlixn) is

I
I
I n
I Il
I [1. Unlikc Ihc lcgilimulmg phil nsnphy nl
' le

I

-

ixI'll. xncinlixl lhenry h :1 Icxs Ilnil’icd
hiHjIhl. "I"llcrc I11'L
xnlm u)lllplcll

nxncilllIxinl. |
I C prnperly 1111
we xIHHEitle il
"ML h nloxn
t theory

il call

many umdx. .Xxnnt
y. AlllTlellixitlh (nl”
I
I
I
I

<<

—_ ey ————— =

S5 — T3
——a—-—u-—-T —

HCU. Ix llanilc hnll
pnwer. And
| within the

'y’ ?

s -
-
S -

L-

n

|

I

ciu

U Il nl” pl’llICclple. nr xyslcm
In waxy Insk. HIl wc

I

pl"’Clllrlcll In huppcn
i w chnurccx pal sscs
I
I

11
[N
W
p
I

I I
I 11
hy MITITJ (NN
nwncr Xl np n nduc
I [ 13;1xix1"1";1kc TUL 1hll
I
|

pl’ IVII I
hiiu "1 hc (IC’IIITH

|
|
|
|
c
IInvx Il nl
I/
/ 1
|

N. Inl’ an’
|
|
|
|

r

| n :
| |

|

nn |

/1" (Iwnnging In sncicly)
I clnnging In 11l npcn In public
hc dixlinclinn hcllcr. 111

n
/
I
nill
IS(’ ()R, SAXOL I hc I nduslriul
HT
rpnr
I
I

> T Q

[TTTTICHN (Inl’pnl”11Tinnx 111
pnrix :lrc public. nnl snciul
[Tk CIIPITTIINSIzIIC Ihcy
UHi [1llcl’L'xls. 11111l many in
I MT Thvir 11CTHI TTICN:Is lemlllIlIl]

|

(

I
crpn
n
|

wni gm

WIIIT Inc (71
[ xinlbnl
xhip' ?

" The human |’ Ilclnr. I.1lhnlll" L'IIllIngcn [1'nlll
[1T11C Inhnll1’, wrking; Inr MHIICUIC clsc. illl
cstanl 11 CII I1Thnlll’ warking cnllscinusly |’nr

L' i pnlm cnnxcqucncex nl’ 1 he
Int1l privzilc In SULTTIT UNIC™ A

30

n



I A

Capitalism

m ght be even

worse than it

is ijthere

were no

soci al i sts who

t hought that

the world

(7)11ch be made

better.

onesel f. Men and wonen becone schi -

managi ng no | onger exploited or alienated.

- (lo-operative participation. Rel eased from
subordination. i.c. fromtho conpul sion to

work for owners of thc npans of production
associ ati on between producers becones froc-

Iy chosen and co-opcrzitive. ’'licchnica
progress. being in thc social intcrcstt

is tiostcrcdt und thestrprztcticci ncthotls 01.
producti on are adopted hccztusc there is no
vested concern for the

know edge in private hands.

' Social scale rationality. Wat uppcztt’ to hc
texternull effects and interests fromthe

vant age point of a capitalist would tizil

away. |In production and exchange the

stimulus for mcro-lcvcl action by ins

di viduuls Ltlong with their co-ortlinzttion

t hrough mcro-1cvcl planning would be im
dertaken on it social not 21 private scale.

- Distributive justice. A nmore just systcm

wi Il come about via three key changes: the
abolition of wage | abour: the di sappearance

of unearned incone stemmng fromthe

private ownership of natural ztsscts. capita

and intellectual property; und the comunity
will freely determne the principles of dis-
tribution This docs not nean i medi ate

equality. nor docs it presume ncw socialist

men and wonen i nbued with idealismand

altruism The effects will come by change in
soci al conditions. not fromthe internal noral
transformation of individuals.

This smacks of utopittnism agreed. but not in a
pejorative sense. Thcsc itlczts have energed
froman historical tradition that hats itClIVdy
sought the analytical and ethical hzisis of Li sysr
tcmnow | abelled X(tttiu/im. hut prc-dntinty this
term (1827) by many generations of ideas. An
associ ation in which the tree devel opment of
each is the condition for the tree (Icvcl opntnt
of tilli remains an tthstrzict itlcttl. Yet the cns
cl eavours of many have nttdc it :1 notor for
maj or events this century. and continue to do so
in our own lifetinmes.

I ndeed. capitalismmght he even worse thzm

it isif there were no socialists who thought that
the world could be nmade better.

retention of

sash |h't’t'mn't nm?9

Problems with socialism

Comng to iutliscd socialism by xxhich we
ncztn the thirteen countries currently foll ow ngy
ttQatsCilplltllISl or. more nnrrtntly. Marxian
prccepts. whut :trc thec distinguishing |cziturcs ol
thcsc systcns? I n conbinati on and varyi ng
proportions they are claimed to conprise
econom ¢ planningy tutti ccntrul co-ortlinution
sttttc or public owncrship; conscious striving for
equality; and witlc participation in decision-



ntiking. "lihc tlcliicicncics oll those systems ill
the political and bureaucratic lcvcls 7 rcprcss
sion. culturttl stagnation. rcpunliution of in-
dividual rights Illttl civil lihcrtiCs - ill’C well
known, so discussion hcrc will concentrutc

upon t he economnic sphere: although us we

shall see. thc two dinmensions arc intinettcly

i nked.

(lentrztl planning couplcd to thc othecr institu-
tional |’cziturcs has hccn highly successfu

vicwed in :t long-tcrmpcrspcctivet ("ounti’ics
cconom cztlly and socially anpbngst the nost
backward have been industrialised rapidly;
cduczttion. hcttlth. science and ccrtztin ztrts raised
to levels conmparable with (I cvcl opcd capitalist
countries; ttm full enploynment oli |abour matin-
tztincd with the price level held constant. The
list of zichicvenecnls is long. Inits speed 7 3() to
()(I ycztrs. talking (lhinzt and the USSR us
cxzinplcs - it is unique.

"Il wo concl usi ons cam be drawn. First. where

the set of output tttrgcts Ltrc low in nunber. are
honogeneous (limted in variety). 21nd rcquit’'c u
rclutivecly uniformtechnol ogy with econonics

of lzirgc-sculc output. an inportant historica

| esson is that central planning can be highly
productive. lixzinmplcs oli such outputs rzngc
through fuel and power. housing. nedical catrc.
transportation. schooling tntl httsic consuner
goods like Cothing. Sccontlly, whcn sttcril’iccs
l[imt the population are nccdccl. u pltllInC
econony C2111 inpose (lcmuntls 21nd (lcliver
rewards on it sculc incompatible with the

mar ket nechani sm

Wiy arc these systens today rather |css

attractive to poor countries than they wcrc

twenty ycurs al go?

" On it technical level their vaunted growth
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performance, while still positive. is marked-

Iy lower since the early seventies:

" they now appear nore not |ess dependent

upon capitalismfor technology and food im

ports. and as outlets for exports;

' consunption. both of goods and services
purchased privately and of education. health

care and other itens supplied collectively,

has levelled off:

a agriculture supports a si/cahle fraction of the
popul ati on and yet remains the G nderella

sector despite the diversion of huge invest-

ments to it.

In sum the picture is of deteriorating econonic
pcrtonnance. despite the high rates of saving
built into the system a quarter to a third of the
income flowis reinvested annually to boost
producti on capacity. The econom c nodel of

I centi’alised socialisnf has been likened to a car
| ocked into |l ow gear: large quantities of fue
(accumul ati on) pass through but only | ow

speeds can be attained.

It is inportant to realise that many trained

and gifted mnds - advisers. intellectuals. tech-
nocrats. |leaders at many levels - are acutely
aware of their systenis inadequacies. Wy then

is there no reformand why do attenpts in the

past appear so half-hearted and ineffectual ?

One answer is that technical problens of

co-ordi nation are now much nore form dabl e.

The growi ng and unavoi dabl e conplexity in
production (that is. in variety. technical choices.
i nternedi ate |inkages. scal e of operation)
generates a demand for intormation in

geonetric ratio. The existingv apparatus of plati-
ning cannot neet this demand. Nor is it solv-

abl e by adding nore and nore hardware |ike
conputers. What is needed is decentralisation

of authority. devolution of decision-making. use
of incentives and space for enterprising activity.
and recourse to indirect nethods of reconciling
conpeting through the market

nmechani sm This is obviously controversi al

Here we see that the nmjor obstacle is. in

tact. political. (fentralisation oli power is a
fundanental precept in the interpretation of
socialismthat is orthodox in these systems. It is
upon this rock that attenpted reforns have

cone to grief. and continue to do so. In the

cl ai ms

post-Stalin era this concentrated power is |ess
mal evol ent than anbi guously benevolent in its
effects, except for dissidents. This dinmension of
the states role in the Soviet Union and the
peopl e’ s denocracies is exenplified in the



j oke from Hungary whi ch has a boy scout

conm ng honme and sayi ng, Phew what a job

had doi ng ny good deed today! Hi s nother

asks. .What was it?" Tl helped a blind man
across the roadf But why was that so dif-
t’icult’." Because he did not want to gof

The [ evel of politicisation of the popul ation
in a planned econony, it is argued, nust be

hi gher than that of other econom es, because
economcally relevant information is highly

di spersed and its free flow is absolutely essen-
tial for economc calculation by the centra

pl anners. For this flow to occur denocratisa-
tion and participation of a high order are
required so that people actively identify with
the goals of the system in addition, there has to
be social not elitist control over accumul ation
and growth. There is historical irony in the fact
that as long as this does not happen, i.e. that
power is not dispersed to create a feed-back
mechani sm then by default capitalismdraws
strength and adherents fromthe negative ex-
anpl e of these socialist dictatorships.

The best systenf?

Sonme ni xed econonic formation. sonme amal -

gam and conprom se between the nechani sns

of plan and nmarket seens to be inescapable for

a wor kabl e enmbodi ment of the socialist idea.
Direct producers - whether on the factory floor
or working the land. or providing services -
know best what input-output conbination max-

i mses surplus or mnimses cost. Consuners
again can nore effectively signal their preferen-
ces - whether. what and when to buy - by
reveal i ng themin buying behaviour rather than
by confronting a shopping list which the plan-
ners have based on hypot heses about demand.
"Menui construction - deciding what will be
produced - requires a two-way information flow

i n which consuners (including internedi ate
producers) play an active not reactive role. This
M C. Eschal 1966. Metanorphosis Ills
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VYou whites

have

domi nat ed us

bl acks

palitically for

three

centuries

you exerci sed

this power to

ensure that

you were first

at the starting

['inei

presupposes market instruments and scope for
bar gai ni ng on the shop and factory floors.
Simlarly, a major econonic role for the

state appears to be an essential precondition for
tcapitalismwi th a hunan face, This energed
during the 30 years after 1945 in which the late
capitalist countries experienced the nost rapid
burst of economic growth in their history. The
vi sible hand of the state (to invert Adam
Smithl s nmetaphor for the nmarket) nanifested
itself in neasures of planned CO ordination and
steering, price and wage interventions. and

i ncome redistribution. Notw thstanding the
resurgence of luisse: faire rhetoric this past
decade, there is little evidence of regression to
the 19th century nodel of conpetitive
capitalism

A second area of conprom se and recon-

ciliation nmust be that of incentives. Wat
notives, in addition to self-advancenent. can
realistically be expected to spur action in the
econom ¢ sphere? And under what conditions

are private and social interests perceived by

i ndividuals to conpete with as well as conple-
ment each other? Wshful thinking about
altruismand the comunity-identificati(m of
ordi nary peopl e can be painful and disillusion-
ing to those who subscribe to socialist goals.
Tanzani a since the |late sixties and Hungary
under the New Economi ¢ Mechanism to Cite
intentionally disparate exanples. are nationa
experi ences that have denonstrated the com

pl exity of devising incentive structures which
reconcil e the goal of productive efficiency with
that ofequity in distributing its fruits.

We need to talk | ess about systens and to

tal k nore about nechani sns. Yet we have al so

to beware of the supermarket fallacyK System
construction does not resenble pushing a trol-

| ey past the shelves of system conponents -
econoni ¢ instrunents, policies. value systens.
institutions - in order to put together that
conposite hybrid which we rank nmost highly

by a set of criteria |ike those already di scussed.
The acid test has always to be posed in the |light
of enpirical precedent and current circunstan-
ces: But will it fly?

A South African Perspective

How do we draw together this discussion into a
formthat will throw light on the Choice of a

| best| systemfor South Africa? Suppose your-
self to be a defender of the existing order if
liberalised in some degree. You neet a black
political activist here or. nore |likely. abroad.
You agree together on the necessity for

econom c reformin the post-apartheid period.

In response to your argunents extolling the vir-



tues of a market system (allocative efficiency,
grow h. di spersion of econom c power), he
says:

You whites have dom nated us blacks politi-
cally for three centuries. In all that tine you
exercised this power to ensure that you were
first at the starting |line. You accumul at ed
capital: you acquired education and skills;
you took title to exploitable | and and natura
resources: you constructed a | egal and ad-
mnistrative framework for these processes;
and the governnent you el ected guided the
market in ways declared to be in the

I nationali interest.

He conti nues.

Where does this put us today? In the

econom ¢ sphere, along with nore politica
denocracy. you advocate the freeing up of
market institutions and the greatest feasible
scope for individual advancement. | trans-
late that into the slogan: | Equal starts for
allf That ist we blacks shed our handi caps
and everyone is at the starting |line together
What is going to happen? Here your
predictions and m ne diverge fundanmental ly.
History will have left us with an econony
oriented towards satisfying your consunp-
tion demands. whil e the educational system
will still favour those who al ready have the
maj or share of skills and material goods.
Similarly with the infrastructure. the spatia
| ocation of productive activity. and the | ega
and regul atory apparatus: of contract, right
to strike. factory acts. industrial health, taxa-
tion and subsidies. These. along with socia
wel fare policies operating outside the

mar ket as safety nets. were instituted in
response to the needs of pressure groups
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VWhat we need

is directive

i ntervention

in the

econony by a

denocratic

State’

M C Enber 1955 Liberation

now form ng part of the elite.

You say: treat all these features inherited
from our econom c past as by-gones. as

given. and let the free market run. This way
you will generate positive incentives, high
rates of saving. entrepreneurial activity, in-
novation and grow h. because the nost

pot ent solvent of bottlenecks and vested in-
terests is the pursuit of self-interest by free
i ndi vi dual s.

Isay: this will entreneh the existing disv
position of econom c poweiz The growh

process will be neither inmpartial nor equi-
table: to that extent it is ol’ dubious val ue be-
cause it will be disrupted by frustration and
unrest. My people can be forgiven for

seeing this as a ploy by the capitalist elite
and the | abour aristocracy for holding on to
what they got through skew ng the system

their way in the past.

The phil osophy of It/i.x se:_/klirv and equa
life ehanees will condemm the bulk 01" South
Africans. now and in the com ng genera-

tions. to poverty and deprivation at unaccep-
table levels. Wat trickles down will barely
suffice to enploy the increase in the work-

i ng age popul ation. let alone the vast num
bers now permanently w t hout properjobs.

And the rich will grow ever richert

VWhat we need is directive intervention in

the econony by a denocratic state. A
restructuring of property rights or endow
nments, as you termthem is inevitable.

Those sel f-regul ati ng nechani sns of the

mar ket that are conpatible with our

redi stributive objectives will be retained.
Thus we shall use the price system but as

an instrunent. a servant of our political and
soci al endeavours, not as our sovereign

This statement will ring with greater or |esser
authenticity to different readers. But it can hard-
Iy be denied that the obscene disproportions in
the wealth and i ncome shares of our society
generate nuch hostility anbngst black | eaders
and intellectuals not to the regi ne al one but
also to the system

This inplies a sobering consideration for
reflective South Africans. There is a substantia
segnent of our popul ation for whom even

aut horitarian socialismpromses to confer |arge
and tangi ble benefits within their own |ifetines.
To themit appears to nean. at worst. the same
degree of regimentation and interference with
personal freedomthat exists now Set against
that cost is the promise of significant gains in
material |iving standards. sinee such a regine
woul d directly address basic needs: sheltert
nutrition. health. education

VWhy mi ght these be forthcom ng? Because.
whatever its faults. that is a fundanmental objec-
tive of such a system and it would consolidate
political support. Wiy could they attenpt to do



so? Because the accumul ati on process has

provi ded sizeable neans. There is a | arge
infrastructure, plant and buil dings, a | abour
force with industrial skills and work discipline,
sophi sti cated educati onal system administra-
tive framework and so on.

One has to tread here with great care. But it

will surely be conceded that the negative
consequences of a system of centralised power
with socialist ains, initially will be renote for

many in the population. |Is there another way of
satisfying their needs and aspirations? If you
doubt that capitalismw |l deliver the goods
within an acceptable time horizon and stil
remain extant, then the real challenge to be
faced is clear. This is what the choice of a
soci o- eeonom ¢ system for the future South
Africa is all about. D

Condensed version of E(wmit’x Learning Renmurre NO.
[1, University of Cape Town 1987; the assistance of Candy
Mal her be and Sar ah- Anne Raynhamis gratefully acknow
| edged.
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Witers and Readers Publishing

Cooperati ve

Muepherson. C. B. 1966
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the true believerst prayer

(to be chanted in the Anglican Or Gregorian node)
Mati ns: Congregation of the Articulate Faithfu

Qur Hegenoni ¢ Power Bl oc

VWho art in conjuncture

Hal | owed be Thy contradictions.

Thy Soci al Formation cone,

Thy Mode of Production be done

In Praxis as it already is in Theory.

G ve us this day our daily base

And forgive us our superstructure

As we never forgive those who devi ate agai nst us.
Lead us not into petty bourgeoi s utopiani sm

But deliver us from fal se consci ousness,

For Thou art the thesis, antithesis and synthesis,
Until J assl essness.

Amen.

Vespers: Congregation of the Chicago Evangelical s
Qur Money Supply

Who art in circulation

Hal | owed be Thy equilibrium

Thy deregul ati on cone,

Thy floating exchange rate be done on earth

As it is in the Stock Exchange.

G ve us this day our daily margin

And forgive us our overdraft

As we forgive taxpayers who bail out bankrupt corporations.
Lead us not into price contro

But deliver us from m ni mum wages,

For Thou art the market, the brokerage and the dividend,
For ever and ever - at interest.

Amen.

Keith CGottschalk is a political science |lecturer at therUniversity Of the Wstem Cape
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Gradually ("nmHnnfIs’|s (gf’widc/y divergent pel zs’ uasions
are managing 10 agree (mmcti/li/lg: cmct’ nmmy that
nNni'lt’sj/"nr /10 .x’nt’ivry in whirl) it operatm should draw
on ("lr'm’msfinm(/iffk’ ring Krystcns". But

/1¢ /(7 ix ts' i/l muti/t nonfor di sagreement on

1/10 nmm (g/1/1t’ blend. Duncan Innes and C em

Sunter (lebalcd flu) issue recently.

Aliwy (TUTTTTK wx lTteltl 11 Tltc
[MTnivt'xity m the WI
mlct'xiztntl 111 ()L Itrmer ()1 111 C lupic

it vt /HIt /Il oumd oweiu/imd m 11/
lt'mtl 1/t t"x /n/” (1 /H/( X uHI/I U/ Rt
HILLk/ D HAT2C omd Jw /(1 e 1t/ Inall @
/fw (CHI/H/ VA, uwuilr 2" "1ilic xpnkers
werc |lm’ exw Duncan | nncx of thc

uni wr xi | yk ntinl ogy tl cpurtncnt

untl M (IlemSimecr. LI (I11"tAIH ul

Angl o Anturi utn.

"I'ltc nmmt ilttct't'xling litt'ct was

that nt’itlicr xpczilxcr :u gucd lot’” I11C
iltiplcincnlutitmtil it purc crmnnic

i deology hut tlrcu UHHI'IUh .xyx-

mmln xlxctcli tt xixinn M:m up-

prupt’itllc political econony |’or South

Alricu. ch'ct’lhclcxx signil’icznmt tlilV
[trcnecex rcenui ncd.
StinlCl; ziulltm ul” 71it” 1L urlt/ (1111
Sumit ,I/i’it"t/ H ny 1UUUA. ztrgucd for
ulprngmtlic hlentli oli Inmlt I11C
cttpilulist untl weiitlixl itlcnlngicx.
Al over Iltc m’Itl, ItC hklltli pcnplc
[iitt]l mul nttty lrom itlt-nlogicztl

[ Ul

tl
cxlrenex to :1 ["CdlIMITUTL TIHILIT 111’ C
xxcrt’ 340m pninh in Imlt Lutpilztlixm
ctntl xtwiztlixitt., 11 Iltc Smecel [3tiinL
Int crmplu M Mkhail (imhut’licx’
wax tt’)ing. with hix ptwic) ol
[HIY AHU /ul. Ininl"uxc :t ccrlztin clc
ncnl ul 1111 cntcrprixc in mtler tn
prottult’ t-mntiit’ grnx tl1,
"lI'lhert” leNno (IUIITHtInt tltc
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[rreceiul!l nl’ o xpllill giwn tn
t'ntreprt’'nt’utx in LI utpilulixt uxlcm
In prmdticc mtwil 1T TTiltl t1t" i uwn

[Tl cculUulllt goods. Itc md
Suciulixmmnt 1ttt ollter I1tI1IItl tixunlly
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[T mww. suitl Stinlcr. wt'iclics

could not hc run on gt’'cm ul unc:

they hutl to have a noral dinmension
its well.

(lunscquenlly. there were two

uspccts (n weiulismwhich were al so
rcquircd. The first was a socia

consci cncc uhout the community and
[11C xccuntl. which was very rel evant
to South Al'ricu. wits participation in
the econom c and political process.
Suntcr said the ’purudi gmof mass
ranks of capitalismvs nuss ranks of

| ubout” was beconming | ess and | ess
" CVLm . particularly in devel oped
countri cx.

Moder n technol ogy. noted

Sttntcr. |wus changing the game con-
xitlcrtibly' by dispersing people into
smal |l er production units. In



countries such as Britain and the
[lnitctl States. thix was resulting in a
murkcd tlcclinc in trade union ntm

hcr shi p.

"So pcuplc ill’C looking for new

vi sions from capitalism and

nciulisnf This could be seen in
linglztntl. where those on the |eft

xwr ¢ now tal ki ng about denocratic

nr progrcssch individualism

linmes. author of" :Ingln Anw it’un

um flirt Rn" (g/WU/vrn South Afrit’u
:md Iltc co-uutltor of vamu/ Apart-
[1("/’tl. said he would crudely identify
South Alricztis nost pressing needs

Rl x being to establish an econom c

and social 5) stcmwhich would en-

xurc Inth long term econonic growh

and 21 major rulistributitmof that

weul I'1t.

"lI"hc capitalist systemhad served

well in providing the first of these
goal s. but had done precious little.
intcrnms ol’ redistributing wealth.
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Capitalists argued that the failure
to redistribute wealth was the fault of
apartheid and not capitalism but
apartheid was a relatively recent
phenonenon in South Africais |ong

hi story, he said.

| W had racial exploitation and
raci al discrinmnation |long before we
had apartheid. Not only did the
capitalists benefit fromthat exploitae
tion and discrimnation, but they
hel ped to create it

Innes said the capitalist theory

was that wealth woul d gradual |y
trickle down to the rest of the
popul ation but this process. if indeed
it did occur, would take many
decades. tln South Africa today,
with mass poverty and nmamss un-

enpl oyment. we do not have

decades or centuries with which to
pl ay?

Socialism he said. did not rely on
a haphazard process - a profit-driven
market - to redistribute wealth.

Soci alismwas the conscious direc-
tion of human and material resources
to build up an econony which woul d
generate the wealth to overcomne
social ills.

This did not nmean. qualified

I nnes, that there was no place for a
mar ket under a socialist system
However, no socialist society could
tolerate a conpletely free market
because it was that kind of market
whi ch all owed inequality and bl at ant
excess.

t Markets can only respond to

demand, but in the rural backwaters
of South Africa and ampong the ranks
of the urban unenpl oyed, there is no
noney to create any demand. Con-
sequently the nmarket cannot. by
definition. provide for the needs of
t hese peopl ef

I nnes said he believed that a

soci ali st system coul d generate suffi-
cient wealth and economic growmh to
neet the needs of the people.

If the people were given a stake in
the country. through nationalisation
of key resources and worker par-
ticipation in the running of estabv
lishments, and they saw that the
weal th they were creating was goi ng
into inproving their living condi-
tions and uplifting themthen they
woul d work to make this country
great?

Bot h speakers stressed the inpor-
tance of education in the proceSs of
the redistribution of wealth.

Said I nnesz’ One of the first tasks
in a socialist South Africa nmust be to
undertake a massive investnent
programme in education so that
productivity increases and the



peopl es capacity to generate wealth
is dramatical |y expandedf

Sunter said education. for which

the governnment was responsi bl e.
woul d ensure greater participation in
the economic system The nost
successful countries have very good
educati on systensf

He added: tIf you give everybody

in this country a decent education
they will express their individua
worth, contribute to society and in so
doing will be able to nake whatever
wage the market will allow them |If
there are injustices. then. through the
power of a trade union. you can
negotiate with

wages.’

I nnes rejected Sunteris assertion
that noney woul d tcaseade’ down to
the peopl e through a strongY trade
uni on novenent and sai d that |ast
year. when the National Union of

M neworkers tried to win wage in-
creases. its nmenbers were disnissed.
Duri nBy questioning. the speakers
expanded on their visions for a fu-
ture South Africa.

Sunter opted for a plura

denocracy in which those in govern-
ment were accountable to the el ec-
torate a strong trade union
novenent . partici patory manage-

nment. the correction of past injus-
tices and giving people a stake in the
country through w der share owner-
ship. He said state-owned
enterprises had a poor record and
had not delivered the economc
goods.

I nnes saw a transition period in

whi ch there woul d be a nixed
econony. state control of key in-
dustries and strategic resources and
wor ker participation in the running
of factories and the state.
Hopeful ly. South Africa could

then nove to sone form of

soei alisnf in which the governnent
was made account abl e through a
system of recall and where it was
desirable to have a nunber of politi-
cal parties and i ndependent trade
uni ons.

Bot h speakers said they hoped

there woul d be a wi de debate about
the future of South Africa.

(T110 Star. 25 0t'10/n’r 1988)

enpl oyers over
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Li berty | eadi ng the peopl e’

Eugene Del acroi x
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two

hundr ed

years on...

Qur visual counterpoint to de Tocquevillels insights was

pronmpt ed by correspondences noted by econonist Charles

Si nkinstk. In 1982 he wote: One of the classic works from which

a theory of the relation between econom ¢ structural factors and

political forces mght be distilled is Al exis de Tocquevill ehs

Llant’ien reginme. Dealing, as it does, with social and econonic

conditions in pre-revolutionary France, it would be of particular

rel evance if one believed that South Africa is now either in a pre-

revol utionary situation or in a situation where substantial constitu-

tional change will have to be negotiated with forces "from bel ow'

Initially | thought the book m ght produce a useful general orienta-

tion, but on reading it | was astonished to find passage after passage

could be applied either directly or with very little anendnent to

contemporary conditions lin South Africalf Illustrated here are

several of the passages which Sinkins found rel evant. The accom

panyi ng comentary closely follows Sinkinsa words.

The consequences of econom c growth

Merging life-styles, separate privil eges

At the end Othe eighteenth Century it was no doubt still possible to perceive a
dtjferente between the manners of the nobility and those of the m ddle d ass;

far there ix nothing whieh benmres the sane nore slowy titan that sutfaee of
behaviour whit’'h we (' (JH Imatnmerx’. Btttflndanmentally all men ()ft’ ank above
the common peuple were alike; they had the sane i deas, the sanme habits,

they fullowet/ the sane tastes, they indulged in the sane pleasures, they read
the sane books, they Spoke the sanme | anguage. They Only differed in their

rights.

There can be no doubt about conmon tastes in South Africa - for Gough Cooper
houses, Bradlow s furniture and Mazda 323s - anpong nen of Tank above the

conmon people. There is energing anong these strata a common South

African culture affected by an increasingly self-confident business culture. Wat
prevents this fromissuing in a commopn set of political opinions is differences in
rights.

at Dr Charles Sinkins is Asntiute Professor in the School of Economics. Llriivethity of C
ape Town.

The extracts are fromhis chapter titled Econom c Factors and Constitutional Change’ in W
HB Dean

& Dirk van Zyl SmiL Constitultnzul Change in South Africa - The Next Five Yeutx (Cape Tow
n. Jut’d,

1983).
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Background factors

Admi ni strative usurpation of judicial functions

We hare, it ix true, driven /'ttxtirelft’ant the arlm’ ' nistt’aw
tire .Vpherv tutu whirl) it Itazl been allowed unduly tO
("ttt’t’uarlt under the Attltl nl’'tler’ ; but at the .VLIIIH
time.,gmvrtment (ntx' tatztly ("nt’mat’Iml an the proper
sphere (gl’'jtmttre. am we have allowed it wta (vm

ti/me. ax (/1/1u ("ntt/ttxinn al’lnmnmx wax not as
(langemux (mtlttlv .vizle ax (mthe (tiller and even worse.
fur the intetj/k’rt'ttt’e aHttxt/t’e itt (ulmttt’ xtratint ix only
hannful ta Il (" minmt a/latlairx. whilst the interven-
[TW1 afgarerttnenl ['11 /1 (" where (t/ljtmllttt’ depraves
human Imttgx am temx to make themat (Ht't’ reval u-
tiuuvat’y am .x et’vile.

"1th final point that dc Tncquevillc nakes about the
production of a nmentalin ’ut once revol utionary and

scrvileh is the inportant one: it’ absence of denocracy and
dccentrulintion deny opportunities for ordinary people to
participate in continuous evolutionary change then this
mental ity renmoves the desire of people for such participa-
non.

Sham denocr acy

Al most all the princes who have destroyed |iberty have

tried at first to preserve t’tsforns; that has been the
raxefram Augm us right down to our own days; they

flattered thensel vex that they would thus unite to the

noral faree. always treated by popul ar consent, the ad-

rant agex whi eh absol ute power (’'an al one bestow. Al -

nost all harefalled in this attenpt and have very soon
(lisc-merecl that it was inpossible to give long life to
these lying appearances. when the reality no | onger ex-

| SIH .

Sham denocratic institutions have pervaded the South

African political scene over the |last twenty years, elenents
havi ng been present for nuch | onger. The result has been

as predicted in the passage above. popul ar withdrawal from
participation to a greater or |esser extent. Such popul ar
alienation renders a whole set of institutions unviable
either as political agencies for resolution of conflicts aris-
ng from econonic structural Change or as devel opnent

agenci es.



Responses of the political system

Tal k of reform

Louis XVl during the Wole eourse ()fhlSreign (lid
not hi ng but speak nfrtfornms to be carried out. There
werefew institutions (tfwhieh he did not nmake the ap-
proaching ruin foreseen before the Revolution Cane in

fact to ruin themall. After renovingjt’ omthe (ode of

| aws sane of the worst he presently replaced them it

| ooked as though he only wished to | oosen the mats

and | eave to Others the task inf’elling them

Stalled and confused reformis fanmiliar to us as well. One
ef fect of such confusion is a set of unrealistic attenpts to
change social practices deeply rooted in custony this in
turn provokes resistance and i Mmuobility as de Tocqueville
saw.

Legi slation, sO contrary to all that had preceded. which
changed so conpletely not nmerely the order ()fbuts’ ness’
but the relative position ofindividuals, had to be ap-
plied everywhere at once and everywhere alnost in the
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same manner w thout any regard to the previous

usagex (1r tO the particular position ()feut’h prorlnee;
so ("nnpletely hurl the unlfving Spirit ()fthe Revolution
al ready possessed the ol d governnment. whleh the

Revol uti on wax to destroy.

Sinkins draws attention to the fact that 21 mmjor concern of
de Tocqueville was To account for particular features of
the constitutions of early nineteenth century France. The
roots of these features he traced not just to the Revol ution
but to the pre-revolutionary era. By anal ogy we can expect
that the shape of our post-apartheid institutions is being
detentined even now. The inportance which progressive
organi sations attach to the creation of denocratic struc-
tures. sonme (non-govement sponsored) discussions

around the concept of a Bill of Rights. and the recent

el aborati on of the Freedom Charter reflect a broad aware-
ness of the truth of this argument. D
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SASH. How woul d you define

poverty?

FW | think what energed fromthe

Carnegie Inquiry. which involved at

| east 450 people fromall over

southern Africa. was that poverty

could not be reduced to a single

nunber any nmore than illness to a

temperature. A nunber gives you

sonme information but doean really

hel p you to diagnose what is wong.

If you know. as we know in South

Africa today. that two-thirds of

famlies are living below the mni-

mumlevel. it’s a very serious fact

but it doesnt help you in terns of

strategi es. However. if you know t hat
two-thirds of families donit have

access to electricity and yet it is one

of the cheapest fornms of energy and

South Africa carries excess capacity

because we’'re putting sone of our

power stations into nothbalis. that

tells you some very serious things

about strategies and the whole politi-

cal econony in the country.

So the first part of the book and

one of the mmjor thrusts of the In-

quiry itself with the 300 papers that

cane fromthe hi ghways and byways

of South Africa was to tell in rea

detail what poverty neant to people.

Coul d you describe the extent of

poverty in southern Africa?

One can divide the econony into

four parts.

First there are the major

metropolitan areas. then there are the
reserves and we hear a great dea

about both of those. Then there is

also the platteland which is that 80

per cent of South Africa about which

few peopl e do much thinking. Yet it

is the area where one-fifth of bl ack

South Africans |ive under very acute

poverty.

The fourth area is those countries

around the edge which are in inter-

national terms, different countries

but very tied to South Africa.

Lesot ho and Mbzanbi que are key

exanpl es.

If we ook at the netropolitan

areas, where there is nuch nore

noney around, perhaps the nmjor

mani festati on of poverty is over-

crowdi ng and appal | i ng housi ng.

When you go to the reserves you

uprooti ng poverty

tUprooting Poverty: The S outh A frican Chall enge,
is eo-authored by F rancis WIson and Mamphel a
Ranphel e. Duefnr release in January, it is the main
report of the Second C arnegie Inquiry into Poverty
and Devel oprent in Southern Africa, whichfirst
cane to public attention during a conference in 1984.
The book draws together all the basic information
about poverty that came out O the Inquiry and
devotes several chapters to causes of

poverty and strategi es against it.

In the absence ()fDr Ranmphele (who is 011 sabbati cal



| eave), SASH interviewed Professor WIson, director
of the S outhern African Labour Devel opnent
Research U nit (Saldru) at the University of
C ape Town, who outlined sone of the

i ssues raised in the book.

The phnmynph (mthe right, taken by Guy Tillimin nmesnuds
this year. appears on the (over of the hook
find a | ack of basic needs such as

cl ean drinking water or fuel al-

t hough. paradoxically. shelter is quite
good.

One surprising aspect of the re-

serves is the extent of inequality

bet ween rich and poor not because

the rich are particularly rich but

because the poor are so desperately

poor and have no cattle. land. pen-

sions. or noney conming it. from

anywher e.

Anot her aspect of the reserves is

the sheer popul ation density. If you

|l ook at the rural platteland. the

average density is about six people

per square km In rural reserves it is
about 57 which is ten times as nany.

And that varies wi dely. The Free

State has 11 peopl e per square km

Ciskei. which is certainly no better
agriculturally. has 82 people per

square km The popul ation of Qwa-

Qna. which was about 6 000 in



1916, and 23 000 in 1970. stood at
bet ween 300 000 and 500 000 in
1985!

Those people are not there be-
cause of popul ation growth but be-
cause of the whole process of
conquest - the Land Act of 1913

and the Bantustan policy which has
forced people off farns and out of
the cities through resettl enent and
the anti-urbanisation policy of this
gover nnent .

What energed fromthe Car-

negie lnquiry is the appalling
poverty in the platteland. DonW
forget about the platteland. People
throwmn off farns are really trapped
in small towns with no jobs and
very little incone particularly if
theyire African.

In places like Lesotho and

Mozanbi que there is the fear of
being cut off froman industria
econony whi ch, through m grant
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| abour. peopl e have hel ped to build.
And, of course, unenpl oynent
pervades all these areas, One of the
nost haunting things of the inquiry
was the verbati maccounts of nen
and woren tal ki ng about what it
meant to be unenployed. It is not
so much the hunger, although that
is very real. but the sense of use-
| essness that really bites people.
How have you described the his-
tory and origins of poverty in the
regi on?

Weive tried to tackle the question
of causes in three ways starting
with the kind of things econonists
worry about - intlation, recession
the sl owi ng down of the econony,

| ack of econonic growth. popul a-
tion growh _ the macro-eeonom c
forces.

The second set of causes we

need to understand is how apartheid
has i nfluenced poverty. Looking at
aspects of state policy since 1948
we find the anti-urbanisation
policy. resettlement. Bantu educa-
tion. the snmashing of organi sations
and destabilisation have clearly had
a devastating effect on the very
poor of this society.

The third aspect is to go pre-

1948 to deal with 300 years of
colonial history since 1652. W say
you need to understand that con-
guest was a fact and remains with
us in the formof the Land Act. that
sl avery was a fact and remai ned
with us for centuries in the form of
the pass | aws whose consequences

are still with us because thatis what
made the migrant-I|abour system
possi bl e.

WeTve tried to trace those parts
of our history which are inpinging
on the present. Cearly the distribu-



tion of land has got everything to
do with who is rich and who is poor
which is not quite the same thing as
saying that a redistribution would
put everything right.

The mnigrant-1|abour system ef-
fectively inpoverished the rural
areas over the century which,

again. is not to say that to end the
m grant - | abour system woul d nake

the rural areas rich. It wonlt.

The Group Areas Act we

describe as a piece of scaffolding
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whi ch was put into place in order to
help build the apartheid edifice. to
keep the centre of the city white and
bl acks on the edges. Once thatis in
pl ace for 30 or 40 years. you have
set a particular pattern to your city.
So much of whats happened in

South African history has to do

with scaffolding of this kind. You
take away the scaffolding but the
buil ding remains intact. That is the
problem we are going to face in the
new South Africa.

Have the poor benefited at al
fromthe process of technol ogica
devel opnent in South Africa?
Technol ogi cal devel opnent. with

its capacity to produce goods at

| ower costs. has resulted in the dif-
fusion of material goods. such as

cl ot hi ng. throughout the society

and this has al so reached poor
peopl e. although the very poor rare-
Iy have access to the benefits deriv-
ing fromtechnol ogi cal progress.

It is. however. inmportant to note
that during the 1970s, real wages
rose for a substantial portion of

bl ack South Africans and there was

a shift in the distribution of incone
fromwhites to blacks. The one

enpl oyment category for which we
have statistics in which the op-
posite trend has occurred is dones-
tic service. Real wages of donestic
workers fell by 16 per cent during
the sane peri od.

VWhat about South Africa in the
context of sub-Saharan Africa?

Is there any point in such com

pari sons?

One of the things welve tried to do
in this book is to situate South
Africa as part of sub-Saharan
Africa. In the first instance South
Africals wealth has got everything
to do with | abour that cane in from
Mozambi que or Lesotho; Ml aw .

Bot swana. Zanbi a, or Tanzani a.

Al so, South Africa has been in-
dustrialising since 1867 and a | arge
proportion of our population |ives
in urban areas conpared to nost of
the rest of Africa which is stil
rural, although places |ike Zanbia
are urbani sing very fast.

The per capita incone in South
Africa on average is very nuch

hi gher than the rest of sub-Saharan
Africa until you start |ooking at
African inconme inside South Africa
particularly in the reserves. |If you
| ook at other indicators |ike infant
nortality you find huge variations
bet ween bl ack and white and within
the bl ack part of South Africa. But
when you | ook at places |ike
Transkei. infant nortality is consid-
erably worse than. for exanple. Zim
babwe.



There’s a trenmendous anount

we have to learn fromthe history of
the last 15 to 20 years in Africa
both from what has been achi eved
and fromthe nistakes that have
been nade. Weive tried to point to
sone of those issues towards the
end of the book.

Has a stronger uni on nmovenent
altered the situation in any way?
We argue that the unions are fun-
danental to any strategies for
change and for dealing with pover-
ty in our society.

The best way to explain this is to
sketch very briefly how one needs
to look at strategies. First of all
fundanental political change has to
happen if youlre serious about tack-
ling poverty in South Africa.

But we focus on two other issues
which we also think are inportant.
One is what can be done under
present political conditions that
will nake a difference to the lives
of the poor, keeping |ong-term ob-
jectives in mnd.

Secondly, if it were possible to
wave a magi ¢ wand and nove to a
non-raci al denmocratic South Africa.
what economi ¢ policies would be
able to deal with poverty given a
hi story that one canlt change?

Land reform nationalisation and
all those issues need to be thought
t hrough now. There needs to be an

i nteraction between the short-run
strategi es within non-governmenta
or gani sations and | ong-run
strategi es | ooking at what a non-ra-
cial. denocratic governnment woul d
be doing to counter poverty.

his in this context that we talk
about the unions and say that the
rise oil the unions in the 70s and 80s
has wi t hout doubt brought about a
maj or shift in the bal ance of power
i nsi de South Africa.

Where does that | eave the un-

enpl oyed?

Thatl s an

guesti on.

One of the questions the unions
have to focus on is whether their
activities are exacerbating the
situation of the unenployed. Cur
assessment at this stage is no. The
unions are working to break down
barriers rather than build them
The danger of the unions be-

coming a kind of elitist group is
al ways there, as it is with any
power group in a society, but this
particul ar power structure is fun-
danental |y necessary to the process
of political change w t hout which
nothing is going to happen as far as
the poor are concerned in this
country.

extrenely inmportant

What about immedi ate action?



In the imediate termthe heart of
the strategy to overconme poverty
lies in establishing and buil ding
non- govenmrent al organi sati ons

such as trade uni ons, co-operatives,
and rural and urban projects of
various kinds. These are the kinds
of organi sations that can make a

di fference to peoples lives and
build a base for transform ng our
soci ety.

Non- govenment al or gani sati ons

are not peripheral to the struggle,
they are essential to it and they
must be thought through as part of
the | ong-term process.

One of the top priorities for any
organi sati on nmust be finding ways
of enabling people to find nore

j obs because unenpl oynent is

right at the heart of our problem -
particularly for wonen.

It might be interesting for an
organi sation |like the Black Sash to
| ook very carefully at the ex-

peri ence of Latin America and Asia
regarding the role of different types
of credit organisations in providing
credit to very poor wonen in a way
that doesnt burden themwith debt
but enables themto release their
own energies to create jobs and

i ncome for thenmselves. E



why cosatu
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has supported sanctions

How has it cone about that nmany trade unioni sts support
sanctions and disinvestnent, strategi es which could weaken
the econony, worsen unenpl oynment and, in so doing,
under m ne the unionsi powerbase? Al ec Erwi n, Education
Secretary of the National Union Of Metal wOrkerS ()f South
In this brief article it is not possible
to deal with all the issues that

have been di scussed within the

unions. What will be attenpted is to
outline the broad strategic role that
the COSATU (Congress of South

African Trade Unions) group of

uni ons see sanctions as potentially
fulfilling and the main reasons why
COSATU adopted a resol ution sup-
porting sanctions at its 1987 Con-

gr ess.

Econom c pressures and policy

The increasing support for disinveste
ment and then sanctions over the |ast
decade or so has l|argely coincided
with the re-energence of a non-racia
and i ndependent uni on novenent.

Anot her factor that has coinci ded

with the growmh of the unions is the
persi stent increase in unenpl oynent.

A situation has therefore existed
where unions - clearly dependent on
enpl oyed workers - have had to

fornmul ate policies in response to

ri sing unenpl oynent and, sinul -

Africa (NUVBA), gives the reply.
taneously, increasing advocacy for

di si nvestment and sanctions which
threaten further unenpl oynment. This

is Clearly a situation with an inherent
degree of tension

For nmost of the opponents of

di si nvestment and sanctions these

ci rcunst ances have provi ded power X

ful propaganda material. They have
argued that in these C rcunstances
only radical agitators acting on
political instructions could encourage
unions to call for disinvestnent or
sanctions. Wile the general public
environnent has on the face of it

been very unfavourable to union sup-
port for sanctions it is inportant to
understand the devel oprment of the
sanctions debate. The present policy
position adopted by COSATU has

devel oped over a number of years in
response to a worsening political and
econom ¢ situation.

Di si nvest ment

Following the limted success of

Codes of Conduct such the EEC

Code and the Sullivan Codes there

emer ged i ncreasing discussion on

di sinvestnment. This became nuch

nore i ntense when |egislation to stop
new i nvestnment in South Africa was

i mpl emented by Sweden. (In fact,

very little new foreign capital has
cone into the country since 1976.)
Nevert hel ess. | ooking at the size of
foreign investnment in South Africa



and the wealth of its natural resour-
ces. unionists renmai ned somewhat
sceptical about the |ikelihood of ac-
tual significant disinvestnent.
Overseas | obbying for disinvest-

ment increased its pressure. Al ongL
side this, but largely unrelated to it.
the rate of retrenchments in South
Africa increased rapidly from 1982.
As a result. for union | eadership and
increasingly for rank and tile nem
bershi p. the questions being 21d-
dressed related to the overal
econom ¢ crisis. Unenpl oynent that

m ght result from disinvestnment was
only a conponent of this and a
relatively small conponent.

On the ground, hostility to the



24 sash Decenber 1988

performance of the economny increas-
ingly developed into a critique of the
South African political econony. Al-

t hough no concrete progranme

enmerged there was no doubt that
socialismwas firmy on the agenda
and there has been a grow ng belief

in the need for worker control of
producti on.

This generalised attitude has ine
truded into disinvestnent policy. It
seenmed unacceptabl e that foreign

mul ti-national corporations (MCs),
havi ng benefitted fromthe | abour of
South African workers for so |ong.
should sinply withdraw with their
producti ve assets. This was a waste

of social resources and m ght inpede
reconstructi on.

This position essentially sees dis-
investnment as a formof politica
pressure that woul d not denude the
econony of productive assets. It

made sense to many uni oni sts who

are sceptical that all foreign capita
woul d wi thdraw from an econony as
potentially wealthy as South Africa.
To a wider public. the position

al ways seened a little contradictory
and to contain a conmponent of self-in-
terest on the enployment front. There
is no doubt that the unions have al ways
noved carefully on the question of
enpl oyrent .

Faced by a barrage of anti-disin-

vest ment propaganda the uni ons em
barked on their own awareness
canpai gn. Meetings. discussions and
many semnars were held. An inpor-
tant component of this was nore care-
ful studies of foreign investnent as a
whol e. These studies very largely con-
firnmed the views that unionists had
gained in their negotiating experience.
- Firstly, the workers viewthat it
was their |abour that had been

| argely responsi bl e for devel opi ng
the productive assets of the foreign
MNCs was confirned

' Secondly, it became clear that sig-
ni fi cant disinvestnent was being
carried out by South African

M\Cs. The outfl ow of capital had

been increasing rapidly for sone
years whil st investnment in job crea-
tion was virtually static.

- Thirdly. the state, through its heavy
forei gn borrowi ng, stood to be

nost hurt by disinvestnent noves

as these were likely to include
lending to the South African state.

- Fourthly. it was clear that un-

enpl oyment was a structural prob-

| em and had been rising for sone

time. Disinvestnment had not been a
cause of this nor, on its own, is dis-
investment likely to be decisive in
the future.

There was a sharp divergence between
what was actual |y happeni ng and what



the pro-investment |obby clained: It
was. in fact, the state that feared disin-
vestment both in its effect on borrow
ing (this being before the debt
noratorium and for its political effect.
Once this divergence was brought to
light, shop steward | eadership was
qui ck to see through the expedi ency of
the pro-investment | obby. This was
inmportant in dealing with rank and file
questions. Simlarly. in Natal I|nkathals
pr opaganda canpai gn had limted suc-
cess. An inportant reason for this was
conditions at many growth points
where npbst new i nvest nent was bei ng

pl aced. The poor conditions served to
di scredit the clains nmade for foreign
i nvest ment .

Sanctions and the

di si nvest nent debacl e

Two new devel opments rapidly in-
serted thensel ves onto COSATU s

policy agenda in 1986. These were the
real possibility of certain sanctions
bei ng i nposed and the di scovery that
di sinvestnents coul d be everythi ng but
di si nvest nent .

The escal ation of foreign pressure
followed the intensification of the
crisis in South Africa after the
Novenber 1984 stayaways, which

al so had a maj or impact on union
menber shi p and | eadershi p. Eco-

nom ¢ condi tions had continued to
worsen. On all fronts the unions
becanme directly involved in the strug-
gl e agai nst a repressive reginme. The
Li vi ng Wage Canpaign. |aunched in
1987. was an exanple of this.

It was widely believed that the

Bot ha governnment was an obstacle to
any significant political and econonic
refonn. Unenpl oynent, viol ence and
repressi on woul d continue for as

l ong as this government remained in
power. The strategy had changed
fromone of pressuring the govem

ment to one of ensuring its renova

as a matter of priority. Its renova
woul d require many forms of pres-

sure and sanctions were seen as an

i mportant conponent of that pres-
sure. A perception grew that sanc-
tions, rather than causing

unenpl oynent, were a step in

el i mi nati ng unenpl oynent in the

| ong term since they would con-
tribute to renoving the Botha

gover nnent .

Exposure of the way in which

di si nvestnent was being carried out
had the general effect of hardening

vi ews. Exactly what disinvestnent

m ght nmean in practice had not been
given detailed attention by the unions.
Now they were faced with a situation
where foreign assets were clearly
being held in a warehouse, where

| ocal conpani es were benefitting and
wher e uni ons were not being con-
sulted about this transfer of owner-



ship. Disinvestnment wthdrawal s were
becomi ng a slightly nore conpl ex
variant of the endl ess retrenchnent
battles unions had to tight.

Di sinvestnent calls may have con-
tinued to exert political pressure but
as views hardened people were
prepared to turn to harsher and nore
effective pressure in the form of
sancti ons.

Eval uati ng sancti ons

| f sanctions were going to be inple-
mented then there was a very rea
threat of job |losses. This had to be
careful |y eval uated and di scussed
anongst our nenbership. Once again
as part of this process COSATU com
m ssioned a nunber of studies, which
are now nearing conpl etion.

Fromthe initial findings of these
studi es we have begun to draw a
nunmber of concl usi ons.

- Firstly. it seens clear that the un-
enpl oyment effects of sanctions

that were bei ng bandi ed about as

pr opaganda were exagger at ed.



- Secondly, there needs to be a care-
ful evaluation of pieceneal or

sel ective sanctions. Sanctions on a
narrow front would not affect
nonopol y capital and woul d not

pl ace any serious pressure on state
econom ¢ policy. Gven the interna
political processes in Wstern
countries and the economc inter-
ests at play it is likely that certain
commodi ti es woul d be targeted

first. Inidentifying the nmost likely
targets it is clear that they would
have distinctly regi onal enpl oy-

ment effects. Such selective sanc-
tions and their effects need carefu
consi deration. In the resolution at
the second COSATU congress

ot her areas of selective sanctions
were identified as pressure points
that could be effective in
COSATUs vi ew.

- Thirdly, the inplenentation of
conpr ehensi ve and mandat ory

sanctions could not be easily cir-
cunvented and the much | auded ine
temal growth path or Rhodesi an
exanpl e woul d not apply in South

Afri ca.

The COSATU congress resol ution at-
tenmpts to bring together these strands
of thi nki ng.

VWhat are the likely effects of
sanctions?

The reason for tracing policy devel op-
nment is to provide a basis for under-
standi ng the uni on approach to
sanctions and what they are likely to
achi eve. Hopefully it also indicates
that policy has resulted froman inter-
pl ay of the experience of workers,
growi ng foreign pressure and the
process of dealing with nmassive anti-
sancti ons propaganda.

Because enpl oynment is at stake

there has been an ongoi ng di scussion
and debate within COSIA TU and this
is reflected in the committees that
shape the policy resolutions. Over
time certain basic agreenents have
been reached and then el aborated on
as new pressures energe.

The base line fromwhich all posi-
tions start is that this regine is an
obstacl e to change and nust go.

Achi eving this requires a conbi na-
tion of pressures, and sanctions are
one of those. Sanctions are unlikely
to be decisive in thenselves. Even if
they threaten certain hardships. this
is preferable to prolonging the life of
this regime. If organised | abour were
to be opposed to sanctions this would
weaken international pressure and
provide the reginme a great deal of
political breathing space.

The political analysis made at na-
tional committee level is broadly as
follows. At present the reginme feels
confident that Western governnents
are not likely to force it to go too far



and too fast on reform These govem_
ments are acting to secure their |ong-
term econom c interests.

The reginme also feels that it has
capital firmy painted into a politica
conmer. Capital may not be wholly
supportive of the regine but it is
unwilling to push it too far because it
fears the consequences of rapid
change. Wthout decisive pressure
frominfluential and powerful forces.
the government can rely on oven
repression to perpetuate itself.

A weakened opposition will allow

for the insertion of nore politically
conpliant allies. Such a situation wll
all ow present interests to dictate the
pace and content of any reforns and
to set the paranmeters of any negoti a-
tions.

Such a strategy can in COSATU, s

view only be defeated by a well

organi sed united front capabl e of

mass action. Sanctions if applied
conprehensively wi Il conpl emrent

such a strategy since they will inpact
upon the inperial |ink between

West ern powers, capital and the
present regime. Such sanctions will
force capital in South Africa to act
deci sively against the regime. A suc-
cessful inplementation of sanctions
woul d al so reflect a change in the

bal ance of forces in Western
countries away fromthe conservatism
and open protection of inperialist

i nterests characteri sed by Reagan

That cher, and Kohl to a nore libera
approach to denocracy in the

devel opi ng worl d.

Si nce sanctions are now al so a
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conponent of the struggl e between

i beral and conservative forces in
Western countries they are a politica
possibility. In attenpting to achieve
sanctions we are building links with
nore denocratic forces in these
countries and such allies are
preferable in our future to those
forces that are anti-sanctions.

I nternational pressure and soli-
darity in winning union recognition at
a foreign MNC, and the inposition of
sanctions in assisting the struggle for
denocracy, are far apart in the
spectrum of issues at stake. However,
they may not be that far apart in the
quality of their strategic inplications.
The uni ons have understood this
process and see sanctions as a com

pl ement to the strength of organisa-
tion and not a replacenment for it.
Sancti ons open political space by
destabilising a powerful and deter-

m ned alliance of interests.

A short struggle against this

regime will be less costly than a | ong
struggl e and for that reason the



former will be preferable. A conbina-
tion of strategies that shorten the
struggl e wi thout sacrificing our cause
i s what nust guide our actions.

These are the reasons for suggest-
ing sanctions. If our analysis is wong
then we will have to evaluate it and
change if necessary. At present we
can see no need to change our

anal ysis. The anti-sanctions |obby is
ef fectively propping up an un-
denocratic, repressive and viol ent
regime. E1

This article is extracted from

Sancti ons Agai nst Apartheid.

edited for the Comunity

Agency for Social Enquiry

(CASE) by Mark Orkin. The

book wi |l appear in January

1989 and is published by

David Philip. PO Box 408,

Cl arenmont 7735. Tel ephone:

(021) 64 4136. The book con-

tai ns anal yses of the noral

| egal, political, econonic and

i nternational inplications of
sanctions agai nst apart hei d.
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refining the debate

candy mal her be

Millions ()fSouth Africans yearn to replace the apartheid
state with ajust, unified, non-raeial and denocratic
government. F riends in ithe Qutside world pronote a
range gfstrategies to bring this transfbrmation about.
The strategy of econom c sanetians has beenfiereel y
def ended and asfiereely denounced. Beyond the heat
whi ch has envel oped the sanctions debate, can we at | ast
detect sone light? Here we | ook at two recent attenpts
to Carify the issues and refine the debate.

Sone of us are overwhel ned by

guesti ons about sanctions and

how t hey actually work. O hers have

strong opinions - too strong to budge.

per haps. Wi chever the case. npst

will be curious and/or grateful to find

out what | eadi ng analysts can tell us

on the basis of hard thinking and

careful research.

Sanctions and South Afitiea: The

Dynam cs of Eenzomie Isolation is

an Economist Intelligence Unit Spe-

cial Report, prepared by Merle Lip-

ton, which appeared in January 1988.

Sanctions, a recent Leadership publi-

cation, gives space to plain-speaking

pro and anti-sanctioneers along with

contributors who hold their cards

much closer to their chests.

The Li pton book is strong on the

hi story of sanctions as a policy in-

strunent. Its tone is dispassionate. It

sets this country in the context of

international trade and finance and

| ooks at. e.g. .The Changing Costs

and Benefits of Doing Business wth

South Africa. It exam nes the im

pact of sanctions to date and asks,

tWhat Next? It carries the reader

forward through a wealth of usefu

detail. until the final page is reached

where the author spells out the view

that sanctions are produci ng al npst

whol Iy negative results.

Li pton argues thus: There seens

to be a threshold beyond which the

initially often hel pful effects of ex-

ternal pressures becone counter-

producti vef While sanctions are

unlikely to unseat the governnment.

they are likely to inpede reform
(deracialisation) and strengthen

gover nment aut horitariani sm

Among t he counter-productive ef-

fects of sanctions is the fact that they

have encouraged the internal opposi-

tion to overestinate its strength.

whil e reinforcing verkranpte

demands for a clanpdown On the

press (whose reporting on politica

repression and resistance is seen to

stinmulate international pressure).

Sanctions. she thinks. have con-

tributed to curbs on political activity.

resulting in the destruction of linited

but val uable political space. They

have encouraged the governnent to

retreat further into a siege node

whil e, increasingly. anti-apartheid



activists have been driven under-
ground. Meanwhil e the ranks of the

di saf fected are being swelled by the
growi ng nunbers of the unenpl oyed.
Thus. far fromensuring rapid and
peaceful transition, sanctions can be
seen to escal ate revol utionary and
counter-revol utionary violence. In
short, sanctions reduce the chances
of evol utionary change towards a

post -apartheid South Africa.

The Leadership publication is dif-
ferently organised in the sense that
topics may be plainly featured or
they may be buried in the texts; they
may recur, that is, be dealt with by
different authors fromdifferent view
poi nts. or be sketchily addressed.

But the result is powerful and
readabl e, and an appeal i ng human

el ement is introduced by neans of

i ntervi ews and phot ographs. The

edi tor acknow edges that stringent
security neasures prevent a full and
open di scussion’ around the sanc-
tions debate since tthose who call for
sanctions risk heavy penaltiesh.
Readers wi ||l decide for thenselves to
what extent this accounts for the fact
that, here too, sanctions emerge in
sum as an unsatisfactory instrument.
Havi ng said that much, let us treat
these publications as a resource for
answers to inportant questions in the
sancti ons debate:

What are the attitudes of blacks in
whose nane sanctions are advo-

cat ed?

Leader shi pis contributions include:
tHead Counts in which Patrick
Laurence anal yses si x mmjor opinion
surveys carried out since 1984; sA
Lesser Evili: Kenneth Kaunda. presi-
dent of Zanbia and chairman of the
frontline states, strongly supports
sanctions; 'Queuing for Bread’
Mangosut hu But hel ezi, chief m ni-
ster Of Kwazulu, firmy opposes

them Bl owi ng Hot, Catching

Coldiz Riaan de Villiers explores the
policy stance of largely black | abour
uni ons. Stephen Gel bis Qut of

Tunei . which | ooks at changing at-
titudes and strategies, denobnstrates
the fact that readers must browse
widely to glean what is rel evant.
Liptonis brief treatment of this
question is titled Black Politics and
Sanctionsi. Here, as el sewhere, she
draws attention to the unintentiona
(tperversei) effects which force sanc-
tions advocates to re-evaluate this
strategy fromtinme to tine. In this
context, Lipton refers to the policies



of the black businessmen of Nafcoc
(National African Federated Cham
bers of Conmerce), trade uni ons and
political groups, especially the ANC
Much- quot ed has been her assertion
that frequently the public utterances
of participants in this debate differ
fromtheir private, off-the-record as-
sessnents, because many people fee
constrai ned from saying publicly

what they think’

How are sanctions neant to inpact

on politics? How have they af-

fected the South African econormny
until now, and can we cal cul ate

their future inpact?

These questions perneate the Lipton
book. In Chapter 6 (Politics,
Propaganda and the Ai ns of

I sol ationt) she exami nes the clains
of pro-sanctions authors, for ex-
anpl e, that sanctions will Ireinforce
bl ack bargai ni ng powerl: |ike other
clains by special pleaders on both
sides, this one is Ineither absurd nor
self-evidentl. Discussion is conpli-
cated, she points out, not only by the
ext ravagance of propagandi sts but

al so by the conflicting assessnents
of sober analysts. In two nore chap-
ters she | ooks at the econonic and
then the political inmpact, ending with
the verdict already nentioned (see
above).

Readers should consult a nunber

of the articles in Leadership but the
big gun is Ronal d Bethl eheml s Hi gh
Stakes. Hi s thene is that hope for
South Africals Third Wrld

popul ationl which is largely black
lies in tcontinued econom c growth
and this depends on capita

accumul ationl, i.e. precisely what is
threatened by the sanctioneers. A
host of other questions may bew | der
readers who still need to be con-
vinced that substantial investmnent
wi |l empower bl acks. encourage

redi stributive trends, and so forth.
Read al so here: The Art of

Enmpower menf by John Kane- Ber -

man; | Hackl es Ri singl by Robert
Schrire; Raynond Parsons, |A Rising
Tide - articles which also help in
answering the next question.

Coul d tbusiness, do nore to in-

fl uence government policy, pro-

note reform and stemthe

sanctions tide?

Li pton briefly explores | The At-
titudes and Power of Business, con-
cluding that lcapitalists have |ess

i nfluence than is assumed. Referring
to the disinvestnent side of sanctions,
she alludes to the fact that |oss of
confidence has pronpted sizable in-
vestment outflows INB: Erwin, p.241.
In an interesting aside she cites a
busi ness | eaderls view that the ten-
dency of nervous investors to avoid
the risks which entrepreneurship



and job creating activitiesl generally
i nvol ve nmeans that |lntemal disin-
vest ment poses a greater danger at
present 119861 than externa

di si nvestment]| .

I n Leadership, the Parsons, Schrire
and Kane-Bernan articles apply. See
al so tSeizing the Monentl, an inter-
viewwith Gavin Relly, chairman of
the Angl o Anerican Corporation -

al t hough what enlightened busi ness
needs and wants conmes out nore
clearly than any advice as to what this
sector can and ought to do. In |Pack
up your Troubl esl Duncan Innes
provides an interesting eval uation of
the way in which the disinvestors
have actually behaved. Although the
| ocal white business sector has un-
doubt edl y been the maj or beneficiary
of disinvestnent so far, it could turn
out to be sonething of a pyrrhic
victory over the longer term, he says.
Drifting down to Zerol by Sheryl

Rai ne details the w nding down of
corporate social responsibility pro-
grammes since sanctions and dis-

i nvest nent began to bite.

Is there a gap between the theory
and practice of sanctions in effect-
i ng change? \Watever the answer

to this and other pertinent ques-
tions may be, have sanctions a
monment um of their own?

Sone answers nmay be found in Lip-
ton and Leadership. Lipton nanes ad-
ditional sources for readers with the
stomach for nore. E1
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The Sancti ons

Debat e

and the Bl ack Sash

Ordinary South Africans

cannot travel overseas w thout

bei ng questi oned abQut their

vi ews on sanctions and

di sinvestnent. For Sheena

Duncan, who is a

Vi ce-presi dem Of the South

African C ozntil of C hurches

and widely identified as a

former National President of

the Bl ack Sash, it has been

i nperative to present a

reasoned and consi stent

response. Abbreviated ( and

someti nes i naccurate)

accounts of her views have

caused sone debate at home

and so we publish them here.

She nakes the follow ng

poi nt s:

1. The South African Council of
Churches has called for conprehen-
sive sanctions.

2. The Bl ack Sash has not nade

any statenment on sanctions because



we have no conmon nind on the

i ssue which is an indication of how
difficult the subject is.

3. | personally would support the

call for conprehensi ve nmandatory
sanctions if | thought they were
politically possible in the foreseeable
future. If South Africa were to be
totally isolated by every country in
the world sinmultaneously, apartheid
woul d probably not |ast a fortnight

but I do not think that this is possible.
I am not thinking of the Wst here.

We have all kinds of trading partners
out si de the Comonweal th, the

Eur opean Community, and the

United States.
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4. Because | do not think com
prchcnsi ve mandat ory sanctions arc
i nuncdi al cly possihlc | havc urged
pcoplc to think strategically ahout
| hc sanctions they can apply. |
hclicve they must hc L arclully
chosen to havc the maxi num and

nost rapid inmpact on | hc South
African governincnt in thc I'irst placc
and on I hc whitc clcctoi’atc in | hc
second placc. After a sanction is
il nposcd it rmust he carclully

nmonitored to sue ili it is achit-ving thc
dcsircd clil’ctl.

5. 1 hclicve the disinvestiucnl cant
pai gn has not achicvcd any DCl | CCl VA
ahlc political cl’l’cct and | havc uscd

th” ("oca ('ola cxaniplc to point out
that the really clilk’clivc sanction
woul d have hccn il’ (| okc was
withdrawn fromthc South African
market. | havc said that thc

wi t hdrawal ol’ the conpany had no
inorc than a onc night ncws cl’ |’ cct
and | think it a pity il’ pcoplc cxpcnd
rcsourccs ol’ energy on such canr

pai gns whcn lherc is so much clsc

they could focus on.

6. liinancial sanctions sccni to
produce thc nost rapid and | ong tcnn
rcsults. thn the hanks refused to

roll over thc South African loans in
WKS it was only a matter of tcn days
hclorc thec Stalc Prcsident announced
that thc pass laWws would hc i’ cpcal cd
and that citizenship would hc rcss
torcd to those I'romwhomit had hccn
takcn. The first has been done and

thc sccond has hccn partially donc.

and thc proccss is still ongoing.
hclicve that thc South African

wi t hdrawal from Angol a and our ap
parent sinccrity in letting the Naniihian
4,15 pnwess go ahead is causcd by our
scvcrc hal ancc oli payl ncnts prohlcnis.
In ol hct’ words. | hc transfer oli |'orcign
noncy to South Africa should I X :1
maj or | ows.

7. | think the sports hoycolt has

hccn onc hundrcd pcrcent succcessl’u

in that it has changed whitc altiludcs
in a way whi ch nakes thousands ol

whitc South Ali’icans nioi’c i’ cccptive
to political changc and that it is now
begi nning to have political cl’'ticcts in
thc travcls ol’ I)anic (lraven and
olht-rs. Ilowver | havu doubts about
the cultural and acadeni c boycotts
hcrausc they st-cni to I11Cto hc

ni cssy, and to cut us (ill from ncw

t hought s which coul d opcn our

m nds whilc lhcy allowin the drcgs

ol’ lwestcern civilisation’, such as
Frank Sinatra L'l al com ngy to Sun
(lily.

8. | havc hccn agai nst the coa

cnt hargo hccausc oli | hc Myzambi quc

nii ncwoi ' kcrs who arc the first to hc
laid oil when thc old | abour intcnsivc
m ncs arc closcd and who, because



[ hcy arc foreign migrants. havc no

(wunl no vou WANI to mumm Vol / (iPl/u/ (If)
| NTI .

Plantn in Il1lmdl Ry/ IITAQII"t/ITUMtIIItI
Arumim (t) TINTS( () 1UXI.

ri ght of rcsidcncc in South Africa.

however [ong thcy havc worked

here, so they arc dcportcd hack into

that hopclcss situation in Mzam

hi quc and do not cvcn havc thc very

[imted Il ncnployntcnt |nsurance

It und hcnecl'its hccausc thecy arc

["orcign mgrants who arc excl uded

fromthc U1J Act.

Il owcver, alter a good converszr

tion with liddic liundc. thc AN

rcpi’cscntativec in Australia. | av
know cdgc the point that coal is onc
of our major carncrs oli |lorcign cur

rcncy and that |hc cnihzu go is consis-
tent with thc atlcnpt 1o rcducc

| "orcign earnings. This is an cxanplc
ol’ thu dilcnuna in which we |’ind
oursclvcs when we arc convinccd ol

thc cl’'liicat’y of sanctions as a nons
vi ol cnt wcapon lor | owi ng changc

hut havc to law our rcsponsihility lior
thosc who will walls stiller. inuncdir
atcly and pcrsonally. hccausc of our
cal | s.

In this regard, when soneone
chal | enged nme about a mnythica

bl ack mot hcr whose |’ ourtccn-ycar-

old is in detention, asking if her
sulil’cring could be made worse by
sanctions, | said it could be if her
thrcc-ycar-old werc to die ()1’ a nmalv
nutrition-rclatcd di sease because the
hr cadwi nncr had | ost hisjob. Suffer-

i ng cannot be quantified. It is ab-
solute in the loss of a child whether
through dctcntion or through hunger
and only peopl e who have not ex-
pcricnccd it can talk about its degree.
9. | challcngc the right of South
African husincssntn to go around

the world opposing sanctions bc-

causc they will cause black un-

enpl oyment. They were the ones

who caused our structural unenpl oy-
ment in the first place which had
rcachcd a | evel of 25% before sancs
tions were inposed. In the | ast cen-
tury mnc-owncrs devised the

hontl ands policy when they created

the rcscrves in order to deprive bl ack
pcopl c of their land and force them
to work on the mnus by tho inposi-
tion of taxes If they are now so
conccrncd about bl ack unenpl oy-

ncnt. why are they investing their
noney in other countries all over the
worl d? | suggest that this is a

wort hwhi | ¢ | ocus wherever South
African busi nesses are establishing
thcensclves in other places. It should
he prcventcd. and this also inplies
the ncccssary el ement of sacrifice for
the country refusing their invcstman
whi ch ought to he a part of al
non-vi ol cnt conmit ment.



1 Ollowever it is not true that al
thc opponents of sanctions arc pro-
aparthcid. Some of those who nost
vchenently oppose sanctions have

al so opposed aparthcid in a com
niittcd and sacrificial way for y' ars
and years.

1 1. 1 think the ban on | anding
rights for airways is cxccllcnt and
think thc pcoplcls sanctions such as
| hc boycotts of South African fruit
arc vcry good. They do not have



much financial effect because they
are easily avoi ded by sanctions bust-
i ng techni ques but they are inval u-
abl e as vehicles for raising the |eve
of awareness and information in the
el ectorates of other countries.

12.1 am opposed to the

wi t hdrawal of diplomatic repre-
sentation because those services are
i nval uable in getting sound informa-
tion out of this country but such

wi t hdrawal coul d be of immense im
portance at the end when we have
reached the point where a dramatic
thrust could push the whole thing
over. | amin favour of the kind of
specifically targetted sancti ons such
as threats by Europe in response to
the fund raising legislation earlier
this year.

13 . As for the findings of dif-
ferent surveys of black opinion on
sanctions, | use the Schl emmer and

O kin ones as exanpl es. Professor
sash Dw cnht’r 1988 29
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Schl emmer and Mark Orkin hold

very different views on sanctions.
Bot h of them conducted surveys of

opi nion in black urban comunities
countrywi de. Both surveys cane out
with remarkably simlar results,
within a percentage or two. The
results showed 24%entirely in

favour of sanctions, 25% agai nst and
51%in the mddle in favour of sanc-
tions provided they do not cause a

| oss ofjobs. Thatjust highlights how
difficult the subject is. D

A CORRESPONDENCE ON SANCTI ONS

The author oj’thefollowing letter ad-
dressed to Mary Burton, Nationa
President. has asked to renmain
anonynous.

| have resigned regretfully fromthe
Bl ack Sash. An inactive supporter,
[111 not be m ssed but | amreluctant
to | eave wi thout giving reason

For about six years | have been

di senchanted by the | ack of protest
by Sash agai nst sanctions and the

di sinvestnent canpaign. It will be
said that Sash has no policy in this
matter. In fact some years ago when
Sheena Duncan was overseas, she

gave tacit approval of the canpaign
Not being an ivory tower

academ c nor up too close to black
hardship like the clergy but, as the
wi fe of an entrepreneur, close to the
harsh realities of keeping a business
Vi abl e, I cannot go along with Sashls
attitude. To create and maintain job
opportunities for unskilled black
peopl e in todayls uncertain

econonmic climate is a difficult task.
consider it crimnal. indeed, une
Christian for prom nent people to
call for sanctions or nerely to stand
by and assist by onmission in the



destruction of the South African
econormy. Once destroyed it will

take decades to rekindle and will
thus deprive (particularly black)
peopl e of enpl oynment and the

power and dignity which that |abour
could give them

Sashl s stalwart stand agai nst
apartheid and all its attendant horrors
i s undeni able. But this wonderfu

work is rather like treating the
synptons and not the cause. The
bottomline is a viable econony to
absorb our unskilled | abour; this is
the real machinery to bring about
Change and upliftnent. | had hoped
that a strong statenent to this effect
m ght be made by Sash; none has

been forthcoming and thus it seens
that Sash agrees with the canpaign.

Pl ease do not trouble to reply to
this letter. As far as | am concerned,
| had to try to nake this point before
resigning and do not wish to take it
further.

Mary Burton ' s response:

Thank you for your letter of

1 August giving me your reasons for
resigning fromthe Black Sash. | dis-
cussed it with other nmenbers of the
Nati onal Executive and we think it is
i mportant to reply.

The questions which you raise are
seri ous ones whi ch have often been
consi dered by the Black Sash. There
are many conpl ex i ssues we face, of
whi ch sanctions is only one. and we
di scuss them often. Sometinmes we

can reach agreenent only on the fact
that there are powerful argunents

and strongly held views which are
valid even when they conflict with
one anot her.

There are those, |ike you, who

wi sh to see an end to apartheid and
believe this could be achieved by a
process of evolutionary change

whi ch woul d not destroy the

econony but would lead to greater

enpl oyment and prosperity for all
There are others who believe that

unl ess the South African governnent
is forced by economi c and politica
pressures to reverse its policies there
wi Il be such war and devastation that
i rreparabl e harm woul d be done not
only to the econony but to the

whol e fabric of South African

soci ety.

We know that these views are

honestly held, and that even while
they are at variance they conme from
a conmon determ nation to see
apartheid and injustice brought to an
end.

Those of us who serve as repre-
sentatives of the Black Sash do our
best to reflect the conplexity of such
views. W know that we are nore
fortunate than many ot her South
Africans in that we have the space



and the freedomto debate them OQur
primary goal remains unchanged: to
work for a society in which all wll
have equal rights to participate in
government, in deci sion-naking,

and in generating and sharing the

weal th that South Africa has to offer.
We are not seeking to persuade

you to w thdraw your resignation
which was clearly pronpted by

serious thought, but we should like
you to know that we do not disniss
your views nor regard these issues
lightly. We believe that it is part of
our strength to enconpass diversity

of opinion within our organisation
and that other sections of our society
woul d benefit if they were to en-
courage sinmlar debate.

Thank you once again for witing

to me. El
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t mourni ng song

wendy woodwar d

We are publishing Wendy Wodwar dhs poemto

mark the F ederation of South African Wnenhs

i focus on the plight of wonen prisoners. hMurning
3 Song, was pronpted by two newspaper reports of

i njustices nmeted out to wonen.

In May 1987 the Weekly Mail reported that a young
girl, Emly Patel, had been stabbed to death in the
back ofa police van. Unable to pay a R20

admi ssion of guilt fine for disturbing the peace in
the squatter canmp near Bredasdorp where she lived,
Em |y had been placed in the van with what the
Weekly Mail called thardened crimnals’ _ one of

t whom st abbed her repeatedly with a scissors. This
man had already killed his girlfriend and had sworn
to kill the next wonman whom he saw.

In F ebruary 1988 the Cape Tines told of the many
worren nmurdered in K ashmr by their new husbands
when they failed to receive the prom sed dowy from
the bride'sfamly. Oten the woman is burnt and the
death is blamed on a stove that was knocked over.
Emily Patel,

your dowy was contracted

in the back of those vans

to Cal edon and Kashmir

Found to be | acking

you were beaten

by prinmus stoves

that cooked the evening da

stewed the potjiekos

and boiled mlk for the baby

you didnit have tine to conceive

But your aunts and not hers

noted the stain you left (so

donestically carel ess)

as you splayed / unthinkingly

agai nst

the sunbright yell ow of the

prison van,

as you bl ed / unceasingly

into the bl ackening floor

into the dirt of Akbarbs pal ace

into the wheat of citadelled

farms

into the fountains of Shalimarhs

gar dens

Pithed and gutted

your scissoring body

pressed, like |last seasons
| eaf

vei ned,

on the yellow wire

And you died -

a fish out of its | ake

gills bloodied

in the paraffined air

on the floor of those vans

W renenber you -

We nourn your deaths

From Bredasdorp to Srinigar.

We have noted the stains.

Wendy Wbodward is an English lecturer at the
University ufihe Western C ape
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| sithebe Industria

Par k 1983

(I'sithebe was

established as a

grow h point’

100 km North of

Dur ban i n Kwa

Zulu.) The st’ene

illustrates the

formal /

i nf ormal - sect or

interface descri bed

in the article.
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south africa,s grow ng

i nformal sector,

wol f gang h. thonas

hl nformal sector’ is probably the npbst preval ent econom ¢ huzz-phrase
Of t he norment. \What does the term nean? Haw significant is the
i nformal sector in our day-to-day econonic |zfe andfor South Africa’s
transformation froma dualisric First World vs Third Wrld econonic
nodel to an integrated sem -devel oped econony?

i ke all buzz-words. tinformal sectorh

nmeans different things to different people.

Tel evision viewers nmay visualise Street hawkers
or flea markets; established dealers think of the
unfair conpetitionh of sidewal k traders. Many
peopl e consider the informal sector sonehow
hillegal h - shebeens, unlicensed taxis, and back-
yard panel beaters operating w thout municipa

perm ssion. Many whites equate the informa

sector with black business in general or, nore
narrowly, African econom c enterprise in or
around t he townshi ps.

Al these exanples - and a lot nore - fall within
the broad spectrum of the informal sector. Al
activities which fall outside the formal net of
regi stered, taxed, licensed. statistically docu-
nment ed and appropriately zoned busi ness
enterprises conprise the infornmal sector.

One can distinguish two broad conmponents

of the informal sector: activities within the
Third World segment of our society - anopbngst
township dwellers and in the rural areas - and
those within the First World (m ddl e- and

upper-i ncone) segment.

Cednc Nunn / South Anca The cordoned heart
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a ("loser |ook at

the hundreds

()fbladt’

entrepreneurs

reveal s that

nost of them

started Xs'ni (1//

Tailor with wife.

Amul i, Inumu

In the Third Wrl d,

Third World infornal-seetor activities com
prise two inter-reltited groups: the S(tvGliiCd
tsurvivul entrepreneursl and proper enbryonic
entrepreneurs. The fornmer enconpass the un-

enpl oyed who are | ooking.y for regular enpl oy-
nment. hut Lire neanwhil e dependent on naking

11 living through tseltEenploynmenti. This class
of tentrepreneursi covers :1 w de range. from

pi ekpockets. drug pedlurs. pinps and nobney
dealers to private tttxiwdriverst huwkers. sheheen
owners. shtick hlliidCrSt seeond-hand cl ot hing
vendors, etc.

Wil e the tsurvivul entrepreneurs’ are tryinby
to earn :1 nmininmuminconme for mere existence

the other group is taking 1111 initial business step
en route to a larger, nore lucrative and (if
necessary) fornmalised (taxed. l|licensed. properly
aeeomt xi uted. statistically registered) busi-
ness. An exanple is the person who starts
selling a few groceries fromthe homeshaek to
next - door nei ghbours. hoping to open a smnal
general deztler toutleti and eventually own or
run a proper shopi in a shopping centre.
Enpirical evidence shows that very few of

the survival entrepreneurs start proper busiA
nesses or nake suffieient net profit to be
regarded as successful entrepreneurs. Yet. a

Cl oser | ook at the hundreds O bl ack
entrepreneurs reveals that nost of themstarted
"smalli. i.e. indistinguishable fromthe first
cat egory.

In a country where formal-sector. capital-in-
tensi ve enmpl oyment Opportunities grow slowy.

it is essential that an increasing share of new
jobs is created and maintained in the infornal
sectort This raises a nbst inportant question
how can int’ornttlwsector job creation be en-
couraged and stimul ated through appropriate
publ i ee and private-sector support? Some ex-

peri ence has been gained in recent years - e.g.
through the mnirloan schene of the Snal

Busi ness Devel opnent Corporation. training
progranmes of fered by business institutions.

assi stance to eo-operative ventures and market -

i ng support for informal-seetor operators. But a
huge task still |ies ahead.

In the First Wrld,

It is also inportant to consider infornal-seetor
ttetivities in the First Wrld segnent of our
raee-eluss stratified society. Here again we can
di stingui sh two categories: purtAtime. nmoom
Iighting and hobby-related activities (which are
of ten untuxedt unlicensed and homre- based)

and enbryonic entrepreneurial activities ained
eventual ly at establishing a 'properi business.
Cl ose observation of this range of informal-
seetor activities reveals an equally astoni shing
diversity. It includes a nultitude of recreational
sport-related. training/tuition-Orientated. artis-
tic, home-care. retailt catering and professiona



services or activities. Quite often peopl e doubt
that these informal activities are significant in
nunber or economc contribution - until one

asks themto list and estimate the i ncome val ue
of all such activities known to themw thin their
own circle of relatives and close friends.

2

3



...it seens

reasonabl e to

assune that at

| east about four

mllion people..

are invol ved

in. .

i nf or ma/ wecnr

activities.

A t ownshi pf ooa’

Stall: living

t hrough sel f

enpl oyrent ,

Deregul ation and informal-sector growth
Fromthe above, it should be clear why

lder egulationi - another econom c buzz-word -
is so inportant. Rigid enforcenent of
nmuni ci palt tax. licensing and other regul ations

and control s danpens the devel opment and ex-
pansi on of this conplex pattern of self-initiated.
informal activities. Minicipal prohibitions on
busi ness activities on residential premses. for
exanpl e. are not notivated by the need for job
creation. Simlarly, organised. established busi-
nesses that conplain about the ’unfair. conpeti-
tion of hawkers in front of their shops are either
selfish or ill-informed about the interaction be-
tween formal and i nformal businesses. (In sone
towns. vegetabl e and grocery deal ers have

| earned that hawkers in front of their shops ac-
tually attract customers and constitute lucrative
whol esal e clients.)

Because of the difficulty of accurately con-
ceptualising linformal sectorl activities and due
to the understandabl e el usi veness of these
operators when it cones to the docunentation

of their turnover. costs. or profits. estimates of
the informal sector’s overall contribution to
South Africa s G oss Domestic Product (or

Nati onal |ncone, both concepts neasuring ag-
gregate economic activity) range from Free

Mar ket Foundation director Leon Louwls wild
guess of 60% on top of nmeasured GDP to no
provision at all by the prestigious S.A Reserve
Bank in its lofficiall GDP statistics (wthout
even a footnote conceding the possibility that
these figures mght exclude informal sectorl
sash Dct’t’'nt/w 1988 33

producti on).

To get a feel for the relative size of the

i nformal sector we should | ook at a nunber of
measur enents. none of which reveals the ful

pi cture.

" In terns of contribution to the GDP it

seens safe to argue that about eight per cent
shoul d be added to the official GDP figures

to account fully for 1First World infornal-
sector activities (some of which undoubtedly

are included in the official figures) and

another 12% for Third Wirld infornal -sec-

tor activities. Percentages twi ce as high have
been nentioned. but it is likely that these

refer to the understatenent of the GDP

(which also relates to fornal -sector ac-
tivities) rather than the informal sector only.
Nevertheless the 20%is nost certainly a
conservative estimate.

" Wth respect to enployment it seemns

reasonable to assune that at |east about four
mllion of the six m 11lion people attac-

counted for in formal enploynent statistics,



but part of the | abour force. are involved in
partetine. tenporary. after-hour or even full-
time informal -seetor activities. In addition
probably another one or two million 01" the
eight million enployed are nore or |ess

regul arly engaged in sone non-fornma

sideline activity or supplenentary earnings.
Thus. out of a total adult population (15
years and older) 0121 mllion. about six ml-
lion are 111(er to be involved in this sector.
- It is often forgotten that infornal-sector aC
tivities can also contribute significantly to
Orar Badsha
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(I I

[Tt/ ku mul -st’ ttlur

growmh, it is

nost probably

not true that per

("upilu (1’DP

(e e o oin

South Afrit’u

during 1111’ | QHUs.

the uphill formation process. |lor exanple,
shack building in urban and rural Isqttattcr’
areas conprises an average per shack of at

| east RI 000 in capital, none of which is sup
plied by either the state or |’ ormal-scctor
financial institutions. Thus, the |1 QU 000nm
squatter shacks erected in greater (Ilapc

"Il own during the past seven years constttutc

a capital investment til at least RI()() mllion
(excluding later upgrading as well as |lurni-
lure and other tlttrahlc consumer

goot | st

" In sone suhscctors ol’ the econony - |ike
shchecens. taxis. hawkcrs. and township
nmoncy-lcntling,y 7 inlormal sscctor enterprises
constitute the hul k ol establishments.

A further crucial point about the relative sigA
nil’icancc til the inl’ormal sector chall enges
much ol’ the conventional w sdom about South
Africa' s alleged near-zcro economc growth

rate. Wth the rapid increase in African ur-

bani sation (th |’'ttcto urbani sati on has reached
55% anmongst Africans, notw thstandi ng census
figures of less than 40%t, and the ttlccpcning
of urban econom c grow h anpongst all races.

the informal sector actually increased (lis-
proportionately | ast during the past five years.
Since little of this sectorls contribution to the
(EDP is measured in official statistics, the

hi gher total share inplies a significantly higher
annual growth rate in the (iDP - as much as one
01" two per cent higher. 'I"hus. (1UC to informal-
sector gromh. it is nost probably not true that
per capita (iDP declined in South Africa during
the 1080s.

[ 1 HH?

The formal / informal-sector interface

There are two seeningly contradictory views of
the role and significance of the informal sector.
Critics on the progressive |left have for a |ong
time regarded the black (Third Wrld ) infor-

mal sector as little nore than a tparasitic’ way
i n which the unenpl oyed (or those |iving bel ow
subsi stence | evel s because of the inequity ol the
capitalist system) keep alive. It is argued that
these marginalised pscutltrentrcprcncurs have
neither the capital. knowahow. contacts or busi-
ness experience to grow beyond nere tsurvival

i ncome generation. ()n the other hand.
capitalists are seen to tusel this sector to
produce goods at |ower prices. ahsorh second-
ratc goods fromthe formal sector and maintain

a stock of surplus labour. 'I’hus, the inform
sector is regarded as highly dependent on the
formal sector and powerless vis-itevis the latter -
a relationship of capitalist exploitation
[JI"CL" nutrkctccrs holtl a sharply contrasting
view of the informal sector. '|I’hcy marvel at
what they see as the highly conpetitive and
dynam c training forma

field for nore



enterprises. Besides, through the resourcefuh
ness and adaptability of these operators, un-
enpl oyment is reduced if not elimnated

al toget her. Thus, people still without a job are
assuned to he tvoluntarily unenpl oyed’

The informal sector is also often seen as a
useful counter to the wagc-pressure fromtrade
uni ons, to monopolistic tendencies by |arger
enterprises and to inllationary pressures caused
by rising costs of business premses, rigid
regul ati ons and hi gh busi ness overheads. In
short. sone proponents see the informal sector
as the factor that could transform South
At’'ricals stagnant post-col onial econony into a
vi brant Tai wan- or South Korca-typc devel op-

i ng econony.

These two schools, even if not quite so
extreme, seemdifficult to reconcile. Neverthe-
less. it is possible to do so if we take account of
(lay-to-day devel opments and contradictions at
the formal /informal -sector business interface.
Anyone who has visited African squatter
settlenents is easily convinced of the

t Lunpcnprol ctariatl explanation ofthe informa
sector. Rows of hawkers try to eke out a living
by selling sone fruit or vegetables; Yet. once
one takes a closer | ook and pierces through the
net wor ks of personal and busi ness rel ation-
ships. it becones clear that the turnover of

i ndi vidual tenterprisel is often higher than
woul d he expected. that performance differs

wi dely from one business to the next and there
is a conplex and often intensive | earning and
grow h curve.

The outcone of these processes can be seen

in the dramatic transformati on of. anobngst
others, the black taxi. shebeen. cosnetic and
hai rcare. construction. hawking and cl ot hi ng
sectors. all of which offer exanples of
entrepreneurs who have overcone snall begin-

ni ngs and al nost i nsurnount abl e obst acl es.

This gromh is. to a large extent. the result of
t he expansi on of the township econoni es.

where the black informal sector has so far been
protected fromtunfair’ conpetition by |arge
supernmarkets. factory stores and other outlets.
The boycotts of white businesses between 1984
and 1986 actually assisted the townships in a
guantum |l eap of tinward growthl. Since then

the process has become much nore diversified:

" Wth greater calmin the townships |arge

whi t c- owned whol esal ers and ot her

enterprises are keen and have succeeded in
concl udi ng busi ness deals with township
entrepreneurs;

- the wnsolidation of the urban settl enent
process and three years of mld economc

boom have boosted bl ack spending - much

of it inside the townships;

" trade union pressures on wage | evels have
given inpetus to big business search for



the structure

of South

African

busi ness is

now changi ng

dramatical | vy

bl ack sub-contractors willing to supply inter-
nmedi at e producti on servi ces;

the franchi se system of establ i shing branches
or outlets inside black townships - with

bl ack managenment - has caught on in a big
way:

bi gger conpanies are getting interested in
selling off sone of their activities (like
delivery services) to black staff. whomthey
treat as independent entrepreneurs;

with the rapid increase in black matricul ants
and a variety of post-matric training, the

range of black people able and willing to un-
dertake entrepreneurial functions is increas-
ing rapidly;

al nost every nonth new bl ack busi ness in-
terest groups are established, contributing to
a change in the image and | everage of bl ack
enterprise - until recently the Cnderella

and Uncle Tom of the black politica

econony - and maki ng peopl e nuch nore

aware of opportunities in this field,;

efforts to strengthen the informal sector,
train its participants and expand the interac-
co-operatives
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tion with the formal sector are also increas-
ing rapidly. with institutions |ike SBDC, Get
Ahead and Get Up, company-specific

projects and broader training efforts sup-

pl ementi ng each ot her

VWhat does all this nean? Undoubtedly formal-
sector business still controls the bulk of al
econom c activity in South Africa. Yet. with
nore than 50% of all (nmeasured and esti nated)
consumner spendi ng passing through bl ack

hands, the structure of South African business
i s now changi ng dramatically. The informa
sector is an inportant factor in this transforma-
tion and its growing strength is playing an im
portant role in blaCk/white econom c relations.
Till very recently critical observers of the
bl ack socio-political scene in South Africa
consi dered the trade union nmovenent (and the
Clergy) as Virtually the only significant
grassroot force(s) reshaping the black/white
interface of power. Wth the growh of the

bl ack i nformal sector and its intricate link with
the formal business sector this perception may
be in need of revision. El1

esearch is currently being un-

dertaken at the Institute of So-

cial and Econonic Research at

Rhodes University into the co-

operative nodel as a neans towards

soci al and econom ¢ enpower nent .

According to the researcher, Nea

Barratt, the work seeks to answer a

nunber of questions about co-

operatives.

The first of these asks, quite

simply, what a co-operative is. In

South Afn’ca, the term has been

used to explain practically any ac-

tivity in which people get together



and make sonething - a definition
which is not entirely accurate. The
research ainms to arrive at a nore
concrete explanation of the term
Secondl y, so-called co-operatives
have had an al arming record of
failure in South Africa. The work
hopes to identify what the mgjor
probl em areas are, and suggest ways
of overcom ng them

Thirdly, a distinction needs to be
made between the different kinds of
cowoperatives that exist, as sone

)k W plan to have nore an (' n-operatives in the next issue of SASH
types have proved nore successfu
than ot hers. Producer co-operatives,
for exanple, involve a group of
peopl e who produce itenms, such as a
sewi ng co-operative that makes
dresses. Many difficulties have

been experienced in setting up this
ki nd of venture. Consuner co-
operatives have generally been nore
successful . For example, a group of
peopl e may get together and decide
what basic foodstuffs they are going
to need for a certain period of tine.
Each nenber contributes a given
amount, and the group is abie to buy
what they need in bulk, at very |ow
prices. Service co-operatives al so
exist. A group may set up a baby-
sitting service or undenake shop-
pi ng or gardening for one another
Wor ker co-operatives aimto gather
unenpl oyed peopl e together, to

pool their resources and attenpt to
find jobs for as many of their mem
bers as possi bl e. Housing co-opera-
tives, which are rare in South
Africa, involve people joining
together to buy a house or |arge
building in which they live com
munal | y. There are al so house-
bui | di ng co-operatives where a

group pools together to build houses
for its menbers.

The phil osophy behind coopera-

tives is one of mutual aid. The aim
is to develop a eo-operative com
munity spirit. Cooperative

phi | osophy has nmuch to offer com
nunities, not only from an

econom ¢ point of view, but also in
terns of conmunity enpower nent

and co-operati on.

The research is to be accessibly
recorded and is intended for use by
groups interested in formng co-
operatives. The researcher will also
produce a manual which will intro-
duce people to what a co-operative
is, the problens they are likely to
encountei when setting one up, and

a series of exercises on how best to
overconme these problens. The re-
search findings and the manual wll
be avail able early next yeari E1
Ni ki C attaneo
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anal ysi ng

south africals

surviva

(a decade on...)

Inthis .s"Img/ll-lu/king I'nn ri’ivw, RW
Johnson, lu' sl known 1'11 Suul/1 A1’ I-(YL/UF Ilis
hunk How Long WIIl South Africa

Survivefi (i/llk’rs lu s usnx’cssnu’'nl Qili/THI
S(m/1 Allilittlll pu/ilii’s. Burn (Hd ("(IIHUW in
Durban Inf/mt’ |eaving South Afrnwin r/w

()OO ().x, Johnson is NOWu_ /i'//()w (if

Magdal ena (' n/lvgt’. ()y/iuzl, um 1/1(" author
(O)flnmt’s (ma diverse range (ifln/Ms.

Heat her Hughes, (1 lot’Imcr in tho

Dupurtnmecm (3fA/i’it" U1 Studies at the
[,//iivwzsity ol " Num, init'ri’icw himduring
al’("("(11f stay in South Afrit’a as a guest Of
the Student Visiting LCC (IfIl1II(’1"S Trust Fund.
lt’ . 1. Ju/H.,mi 1Livill/it’r Ilug/n's

HH. Perhaps thc first thing to ask you woul d be
what you consitlcr to he the nost inportant mlc-
stoncs along the way to significant change in
South Africa sincc the publication oli How Long
will Swill! All"it’ Il Surviw? - if you think there
haw bccn any.

RW: | think the lIcgalisation ol’ trade unions has
certainly made a big difference in creating a
whol e new constel l ation of forces which didn't

cxi st before. You could go through listing nany

of thc achievenents of thc Botha reform

programmt , the abolition of thc Inmorality Act
and so on. Wiile | share what | takc to he the
Sash point of viewthat the reformprogranme is
still very inconplete and slighL | think you have
to say that thc Botha presidency has seen a whol e
scrics ot’ things happen which none oli us
prutlictcd. Wi wouldnlt have got it right if wcid
hccn forced to predict in 1978 what he was goi ng
to doin thc ten years to conme. | think pcoplc on
thc Icl’t would have been too pcssimistic. But the
rising of 1984 to 1986 has to he really at the
ccnlrc ol’ it all. because despite the fact that quite
alot oli so-callcd rcl’ormhatl taken place. it was a
trcnentlous tlcnonstration that it was nothing

I i ke enough. Mrrcovcrt all thc diffuse effects of
1984 to 1986 - the collapse of the currency. sanc-
tions and so on - nean that the uprising sticks out
as the biggest single landmark. It is still exerting
prcssurc now - that is what is getting South
Africa out of Angola and Nani bi a

HH. Woul d you say that that upsurge of resiss
tancc has hccn the najor pressure for change. or
woul d you say that there have been quite inpor-
tant changes going on in the National Party. such
that it is no |longer the same party really as came
to power in W8?

RW: It has changed a great dealt and the rise of
the Conservative Party is the tcstinony to that.
really - nowthcrc is the space for sonmething like
that. But | find two things funny about the Na-
tional Party. One is that thcylvc never had their
(ICGslttrrrrrsH1Iadl period: 1 nmean they ve now
turned round on Vcrwocrdismand started to

rcvcrsc it. but they never LICIQUICC it because
thcy have no vision of the alternative society
they want to novc towards. And now you' ve

got pcoplc , ot’tcn the very same people who

werc therc unilcr Verwocrd - prcachi ng some-

thing close to thc oppositc oli Vcrwocrdi sm hut
theyl Il ncver admit that they werc conpletely



wong hclorc. O that |ots of people |ike you or
inc will havc said to thcmthat they were w ong.

"Il hcy won’t accept the inplications of that, what
that ntans.

Because it thcy werc as wong then as all that.
surcly they can hc just as wong now. Secondly.
[11CA"Cs still this pcculiar cxclusivencss of



I think that the
case for

partici pation,
even by bl acks,

is one that is not
suj7i’ciently
exam ned by the

UDF.
Afri kanerdom | know that its unity is gone,
but that Botha can still make a plea for

Afrikaner unity is quite peculiar, (a) because
no- one ever appeal ed anong whites for

Engl i sh-speaking unity. and (b) whats the

poi nt of Afrikaner unity? What was it used for
politically? It was sinply to oppose white
English speakers. Wiite unity was agai nst

bl acks, so Afrikaner unity was agai nst the

rooi neks. When you get into di scussions even
with liberal Afrikaners and radical Afrikaners,
therels still a tendency to talk as if the pace of
change has got to be regul ated by what is
acceptable to the Afrikaans-speaking com
nmunity. And when you try to say thatls not a
reasonabl e clock to work by. they really dont
know what you nean. | find those two things

are still there.

HH. Do you think the tricaneral parlianment

has changed the terrain of South African
politics?

RW: | think what welve seen over this |ast
coupl e of months, with Hendrickse bl ocking
Group Areas legislation. has shown that it has,
that you cant even carry out that sort of reform
wi t hout creating new ni ches from which

peopl e can work. | think that the case for par-
ticipation, even by blacks, is one that is not
sufficiently exanined by the UDF. Yet there is
an argunent - | amnot saying it’s right - for
getting in there, and using your el bows for al
youlre worth and trying to block the structure,
and force things out of it that way. Itls what the
Irish nationalists did in Britain in the late
ni neteenth century: getting into parlianent and
then conpletely disabling it, and just making
things inpossible for the governnent. That is
sonet hi ng whi ch people are too quick to dis-

nm ss; they say donit touch anything. boycott
everything, have nothing to do with: there may
be things there which can be used.

HH. The Labour Party did try to use the old

Col oured Representative Council in that way,
years ago, but what would you think of the op-
posite position, that in fact the debacle over the
Group Areas Act has nerely shown up the im

pot ence of the col oured house in the new
tricameral parliament?

RW: Not yet. It may be that the Presidents
Counci | goes ahead. Wen that happens. okay.
you can say sonmething like that. But at the no

ment, it looks as if Heunisis bill is going to be
weakened. it still hasnit been |egislated
through, here we are only days fromthe

muni ci pal elections and it has still not gone
through. If we get through until 26 Cctober

wi t h nothi ng happening Inothing did - ed.l, it
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may not happen at all. | think welll have to

wait and see. Thereis no point in denying that
Hendrickse - | know he has been vilified for

participating by many people - has achieved
sonet hing. And he has got a constituency. |



woul d suspect that after these past couple of
nont hs, his constituencyls in pretty good

heart .

HH. Just to push that position further though
can it not be argued that refusal to participate
on the part say for exanple of UDF affiliates,
is precisely what is causing nore and nore
spaces to be opened up, politically speaking.
whereas participation would actually halt that
process of opening up nore political spaces?
RW: Yes, | think that that is probably right.
Perhaps there still arenit sufficient spaces - the
National Council still is not a very interesting
i dea. Who are they going to put on it? If the
UDF says yes, then Buthelezi will say yes. and
then youlll end up with Buthelezi on the Na-
tional Council. Now Il mnot saying thatls a

bad thing, and |l mnot saying |l m agai nst
But hel ezi; but Imsinply saying that thatls not
what the UDF intends. There isnlt an African
house - if there was, then that would be dif-
ferent again and yould have to nake a was
sessnent. | donlt think participation on present
terms would be wise. | think, however, that
boycotting, refusing, the politics of defiance
and rejection, have beconme al nost a principle.
so that instead of being a tactic. people want to
say no always. all the tinme, to everything, and
this is actually very stupid. You may mi ss out
on important things, and there are gaps then

whi ch you miss altogether, and thatis very

poor politics. So, | think thereis a great danger
in this, that people stop thinking about it.

HH. The big question is know ng when to

nake that strategic swtch.

RW: Yes, | know. You see for exanple these
muni ci pal elections. | would have thought that
it would be pretty silly in Durban for I|iberal-
m nded or radical whites to refuse to vote, and
al | ow people to be re-elected who would like

to re-segregate the beaches. | cant see that

youl re doing a good thing by doing that. Now
know it nmakes you feel better to say no. no, no.
but | think people are very silly to preach that.
just because it makes everyone feel better in a
rhetorical way. We dont have the calibre of

| eadership which is able to nake these distinc-
tions and get itself heard. Wive sinply got the
sort of |eadership which can get across a no.
its always a no - and thatls nice and sinple.
Everyonel s worri ed about being outtl anked.

The thing people nust realise is that the
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.1 do think that
[/lefimliors
have been
pushed bark,
there ' s a sense
af r ommmi
(titizenship
whirl) you (’an
begin to see
politics of opposition and protest generate
habits of m nd and | eaders who are only good
for that. And the problemis going to be that
when finally majority rule contest youlrc going
to need conpletely different nental habits.
conpletely different people.
HH. Any ideas where that | eadershipls gonnay
to cone lioni'?
RWM: Well, | think that there are a few anpbng
the ANF exiles who are nmen of ability.
probably women of ability too. But | don't
think that nany of those people are all that
prom sing. | think that '|’habo Meki. from
everything Ilvc heard. Pallo Jordan, and a
nunber of others, are clearly very able people
i n whom one coul d have confidence. But |
think that within the country it’s tough
Matty of the nbst able people one neets have
wi thdrawn, are sitting on the sidelines feeling
that thereis nwone they really want to support.
They’ ve drawn their horns in, and those people
are often the very people that you would like to
have. because theylre the nost sensible and
just generally the npbst conpetent and able.
The nature of the political struggle here has
driven them away. Thatls a real problem
HH. No easy wal k to freedonf
RW: Well. who knows what Mandel a woul d
be Ii ke, being so old now? | would have to in-
clude himon ny list ol’ people who | would
have confidence in. | think that he is a very
able man, and hes a man with a sense of
humani ty and tol erance. There are a whol e set
of dangers on that side as well. | have actually
met people who seemto believe that in the new
South Africa alter apartheid you will still have
torture. but that you will just torture the other
guy.
HH Thatls a difficult one.
RM: No it’s not difficult. I find that an easy
one. | donlt want torture.
HH. No - | would agree with you. | would
agree that one woul d hope that those fornms of
repressi on woul d go, but the record el sewhere
in Africa hasn't been bright on that score:
thercl s no guarant ee.
RW: O course there’s no guarantee. ()ne
shouldnlt let that pass by wi thout saying that
the record in Africa is appalling. and thereis no
excuse for it. | couldn’t have confidence in
civil rights il’l were living anywhere in Africa.
I think that the human rights concert in Harare
was amazi ng. given what has happened in
Zi nbabwe! | wasnlt there, but they really
ought to have led off with a condemmati on of
what happened i n Mat abel el and, and of deten-
tion without trial and torture in Zi nbabwe.
One can make excuses but | think too rmuch
has happened in Africa: there is a quite casua
abuse of civil rights. and dreadful things hap-
pening and no free press. and all the things we



know. his very patronising and al nost racist to
say. oh well, thcylrc only Africans. thatls what
they do. what can you expect.

HH. What about the argunent that those no-
tions of hunman rights are a nmere bourgeois im
portation fromthe West?

RW: Absol ute rubbish. | would like to see
anybody on the left nake an argunment in prin-
ciple that either torture or detention w thout
trial are not bad things, They are bad things,
but surely they would still be bad things after
liberation. W all know where it ends up. It
ends up with particular individuals getting
extreme powert and feathering their own nests
with Swi ss bank accounts and all the rest.
Finally you end up with a situation where the
radi cal s then condemm them for that. and the
radi cal s get sat on - and tortured again. They
seemto be too confident that they' re going to
be in Charge - theylre the nost likely victins.
HH. Comi ng back then to the summary of

events over the last ten years: it seens as if
you feel then that welve taken sone quite im
portant steps to a real transformati on of the
status quo in this country,

RW: | don’t want to praise too much what

has been done because itls so inadequate.

HH But in ternms of the resistance novenent

| ooking creatively at alternatives and so on?
RW: |'mnot as inpressed by that as | would
like to be. There's a party-m ndedness about
many people and a refusal, until recently at
least. to evaluate things in a nore pragmatic
way. But | do think that the frontiers have been
pushed back. there’'s a sense of common
citizenship which you can begin to see, on
canpus. in advertisenents. even on television
in multiracial advertising and so forth - it al
counts. There is a sense far nore than there
used to be of a common South African
citizenship. And that is growing. and thatls a
diffuse result of all sorts of things. including
what the governnment has done. And thatis very
positive. One would like to see that go much
further.

HH. Apart fromthe trenendous political tur-



The erosion of

the whole white

power structure

is a process

underway now.

bul ence and state of flux that | think we' ve
seen in this country, what other factors are im
portant pressures in leading to real change?

RW: Well above all, external econom c presv
sures of course - those are huge. What people
didnlt realise was that once you start getting
those pressures, businessnmen within the

country start panicking. and then its not just

di si nvestnent from abroad, but people at hone

not investing either, and shipping noney out

all the time. That is really going to destabilise
the whole situation here very dramatically - we
havent seen the results yet. The erosion of the
whol e white power structure is a process un-
derway now.

HH. Would you say thatls a direct result of
sanctions?

RW: Its aresult of the 1984 to 1986 upris-

i ng, which caused a col | apse of the currency,

whi ch spurred on the sanctions novenent

abroad, which then led to the panic by the

banks. Its amazing to think that anyone

t hought the people in the streets could beat the
government in a mlitary sense, and bring

about a revolution that way, but they of course
had an enormous effect on the noney markets,

and thatls where their power lies. Ild go further
than that and say that the structure cannot easi-
Iy survive another 1984 to 1986. | used to

cone from Engl and and get R, 65 for ny

pound: this time | got R426. What do | get

next tinme - RL0? Another round of things |like
that would do just that. In that sense the
government is now treading on a very, very

thin edge.

HH. Do you think that there are real signs of
worry about that situation, in govemrment?

RWM: Well, yes to the extent that the whol e

nati onal security nanagement systemis throw

ing a bit of noney at trouble, and obviously
doi ng everything to try to stop the |id being

bl own of f again. But if theylre as worried as |
woul d be in their place, they would be doing a
ot nmore than they are.

HH: 1 think you said in a lecture here, sanc-
tions, or at the very least calls for sanctions,
and popul ar support for sanctions in Britainis
nore or less a fact of life, so that debates about
whet her theyire good or bad, or should or

shoul dnl't happen are really a bit on the side.
Does that nean you di scount serious debate

about the efficacy of sanctions, and whet her
theylre desirable in their effects or not. and fol-
lowi ng on fromthat, whether you think that
that kind of debate could have any inpact on
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popul ar consci ousness abr oad?

RW: No, | donit think it could have any im
pact. | think the nonentumfor sanctions is
there and one can only see it ratcheting on. The
bi ggest single thing is that the Americans have
done what theylve done, because they will now
exerci se real pressure on Japan, on Tai wan,
etc., not to nmove into the gaps they | eave. W
will be seeing the effects conming through for a
long tine. South Africa has |ost trade which



they havenlt replaced in any other way.

HH. And thatls trade that is probably lost for
good. isnt it? Its unlikely that those com
pani es disinvesting will want to cone back?

RW: | agree, and this is a problem isnt it?
oj ectively, the left has to cheer on things hap-
peni ng which will be very tough for them

when they finally inherit, if they do. As for the
sanctions debate: inside South Africa, its a
very peculiar debate, because the |left seemto
want to say that sanctions (a) are a good thing
and (b) donlt cause bl ack unenpl oynent.

Wl |, of course thatls nonsense, because the

one thing they certainly do do is cause |arge-
scal e bl ack unemployment. Itls difficult to say
what | think they ought to say, which is that
fromtheir point of view theylre a good thing
and cause bl ack unenpl oynent. But the debate
abroad is nore whether it makes whites want

to change or whether it sinply encourages the
right-wing. Again, | donlt think those are
either/ors: | think it does encourage the right"
wing and it forces the governnent nore

towards reform | think that the sort of scenario
one has got to think about - though this is too
neat - is a Conservative Party victory or sone-
thing close to it, causing the governnent to say
they were going to carry out a whol e funher

wave of forced renpvals, producing |arge-

scal e resi stance, bloodshed, a further collapse
in the currency, a grave ratcheting upwards of
sanctions. producing higher unenpl oyment,

and so nore riots, etc. It wouldnit take very
long for that to spin way out of control. Its not
all that far away. | think its going to be quiet
for a while. OF course, the opposition has taken
a pounding and theylre in no nood to start
anything again for quite a while. But not many
years down the line we shall probably face
sonething a bit like that. D

t The second part of this interview wll be
published in the March issue ()fSASH
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africats

econom ¢ el ai se

under st andi ng

and perspective

wol f gang h. thomnas

VWere eun South A/i’ieuns who may be i groping for
their Ali’iean identity" begin to I (nkfor cm
under stanh’ ng af’ eemmi e devel opnents in their own
emtineut? Witfggahg Thomas revi ews the best of the
reee/lt attenpts to analyse Afiiiea s eeononie problens
and suggests that sone real progress is HOWN evident.
6Denocracy. pmnsperit) and self-

rule - this was the Vision of

African independence. But today.

few Africans express satisfaction

with the fruits of uhuruf

Wth these lines. Richard

Sundhr ook. political scientist at

Toronto University. introduced The

Pn/1'tim rg/Qifiiit’u x Eenmmmi e Stage

[iutinn (Canbridge University

Press. 1985t Three years on. and

despite sone significant changes in

the Atrium econom c scene. this

hook is xtill one of the best anal yses

of the reasons for Airiettk poor

econom ¢ performance in the

period N(w) to 1985.

The hook xeens of particul ar

i mpnrtunee for (white) South

Afriezmk groping for their UXt'rieatn

identity’. yet appalled by xxhttt they

hear about stagnation. retrogrexsitm

:Inti chumin black Africa. Are

simlar trends 10 he expected in L1H

i ndependent Nami bi a? And what

ilhQUl u hittek (ANC ?)vtinm natted
pntittpatrtheid South Africa"?

One can tackl e Sundhmok’s

| S7- puge. concisely witten book in

two wztyx. The first is It) focus on it

al one. and energe sobered from

any undue optim sm about a quick

reversal of the downward spiral but

al so warned agai nst any sinple.

uni di mensi onal expl anation of this

"trugedyi. The second is to include

it as a crucial link in a chain of
sel ected readings on Third Wirld
under devel oprent. | strongly

recomend the | atter approach

Such a zoonming-in mght start

with the fanobus Brandt- Report
Mrth-Snuth: A Programme for

Survival (Pan Books. 1979) which
sets out the global dilemma and

pl eads for international cooperation
and increased did. This rather

Ut opi an study appeared at a tine
when di sillusi onnent about Third
Worl d devel opnent was at its
strongest. For a brilliant jounmalistic
account of this perspective the
reader should turn to Pau

Harrison's classic Inside the Third
World (Penguin. 1979). which dis-
cusses key issues in considerable
depth und in a refreshingly non-

i deol ogi eul way.



Qutside Africa the early 19808
produced Several devel opnent



Sone were on a

t br eakt hr oughsi .

macro-1evel - like the Asian success
stories Hong Kong. Taiwan Sin-

gapore and South Korea; others

were on a sector-specific level - |ike
the green revolution in agriculture:
yet others were project-specific, for
exanpl e. appropriate technol ogy or

i ntegrated rural -devel opnment
projects. Paul Harrisonis equally
readabl e second book in the field.
The Third World Tonmorrow. A

report fromthe Battlefivnt in the
War agai nst Poverty (Penguin. 1980)
deal s with sonme of them

Africa showed few signs of such

br eakt hr oughs. The nuch debat ed

Berg report on At-(te/cratod Devel op-
ment in Suh-Saharun Affit’a: An
Agenda for Action (World Bank

1981) offered a new. market-orien-
tated strategy for devel opnent. yet

| acked any deeper analysis of the
mal ai se. or any synpat hetic under-
standi ng of the causes. As a result,
the prescribed policies - increase
basic agricultural prices. prune state
spendi ng. depreciate currenci es and

| openl the econonmies - not only fel
on deaf ears but elicited sharp reac-
tions from QAU circles and | eftw ng
schol ars.

Cat astrophi ¢ droughts. politica
turnoil. massive corruption and
econom ¢ stagnation coi nci ded.

during the early 1980s, with increas-
ing pressures fromthe Wrld Bank
the I ntemational Monetary Fund. the
United States and Western European
donor institutions. forcing African
political |eaders. planners and

devel opnent practitioners to reassess
their strategies.

At this point. Sandbrookls book
appeared: it and a highly polished
coll ection of scholarly papers edited
by Robert J. Berg and Jennifer S.

Wi taker. Strategies for African
Devel opnent (University of Califor-
nia Press, 1985) conpl enent each

ot her superbly.

Sandbr ook places Africals post-

i ndependence econom ¢ stagnation in
the broad context of four fundamen-
tal Ifztiluresi. which interact in
mutual ly re-enforcing ways to create
a fifth factor, that is, the downward
spiral’ of underdevel oprent.

The first factor is that black
Africa. nore than any other Third
Worl d continent, |acked a properly
functioning institutional and ad-
mnistrative infrastructure and an
adequate natural. financial. and
skilled human resource base. After
2111, exportable nminerals deep in the
interior of the vast continent are as
uneconom ¢ w t hout a proper

transport network as an i mense
hydroel ectric capacity situated far



away from human settl enment and
industries. Simlarly Ifertilel tropica
forests are rapidly transformed into
deserts if there is no effective
ecol ogi cal protection

A second expl anatory factor is
Africais colonial |egacy. which has
resulted in dependency rel ati onshi ps
wi th devel oped economi es.

The other two factors are politica

in nature. Tribes and C asses stil
interact strongly in Africa, determ n-
ing nuch of the political terrain and
the unequal distribution of economc
weal th. Finally. the absence of
strong national cohesion in nOst
African countries has strengthened
personal rule and led to corruption
erratic policies and the danpeni ng of
private risk-taking and economn c

gr ow h.

Sandbr ook draws attention to a

weal th of explanatory factors and
forces revealing both sinilarities be-
tween countries and the uni queness

of specific events. This section
shoul d be compul sory reading for al
(white) South Africans in danger of
expl ai ning Africuls econonic and
political decay mainly in termnms of
race or ethnicity. colonialismor the
apartheid system or econom c struc-
tures.

In his concluding Chapter on | Sur-
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vival Strategiesi Sandbrook an-
ticipates much of what seens to be
unfol ding at the present time. nanely
a slow. yet distinct turn-uround of
Africa' s downward spiral

A few points sumarise his ap-

proach. which is particularly rel evant
to all those who want to understand
recent devel opnments in southern
Africa:

" tWe nust believe that people

nmake hi story despite objective
constraints.’ (p. 145)

" | Africa cannot sit passively by

and wait for a reforned world

econony to solve its probl ensf

(p. 146)

" | Foreign aid will continue to be an
important itemin Africais bal ance

of paynment sf (p. 147)

- .Africans nust | ook to domestic
responses to their crisesf (p. 148)
These shoul d include an

avoi dance of bureaucratization. a
freeing of markets and the

buil di ng. of a new state, consist-
ing of |coherent. conpetent and
conmitted adm nistrative and
regulatory institutions’. (p. 154)

A nore popul ari sed version of sone

01 these strategies is contained in
Paul Harrisorfs third book on this
thene. The Greening of AfFI’ CC I
Breaking through in the Battle for
Land and Food (Collins/Pal adin

1987). Goran Hydenis NO Shortcuts



In Progress: African Devel opnent
Management in Perspct-lii’e

(Hei net nunn/ Uni versity of California
Press. 1983) is another classic work
inthis field.

In the nore general sphere of
econom ¢ policies. Wrld Bank pub-
lications, like the authoritative an-
nual Worl d Devel opnent Report. and
the I MF | country’ studi es have
recently docunented inportant chan-
ges in policy stances and institutional
structures. Slow yet steady. and
sometines quite dramatic progress is
visible in several African countries.
i ncludi ng once chronically ill states
i ke Ghana, Uganda and Tanzani a.

Agai nst the background of these

readi ngs the next few years shoul d be
exciting. not only in southern Africa.
but in the continent as 21 whol e.
Undoubtedly there will be anple

scope for disillusion. but for the
careful observer and anal yst the tide
may al ready have turned.
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G ve Us a Break:

Diaries of a G oup

of Soweto Children

C()Illcrtcd by Muyiseni Oswal d
Mshali (Sknmiil/e. Johannes-

burg. 1988)

Thi s sl ender volune of excerpts from
the diaries of Soweto school Children
originates fromresearch nmateria

whi ch the Johannesburg poet M shal
collected in the early 1980s while
teaching at Pace College in Soweto.
He planned to present the material as
a doctoral thesis but in Cctober 1985
the records were destroyed by Fire.
Refusing to be bitter about his |oss.
M shal i has published the remaining
fragnments as a collection of |anec-
dot es, episodes. incidents. events and
experiences of fourteen township

adol escent s.

G ven the tine period in which

the diaries were conpiled, that of the
post- 1976 Soweto uprising. one

woul d expect to find a degree of
politicisation in the witing. yet overt
political sentinent is curiously ab-
sent. Undoubtedly the youth of the
witers (all aged 12-14 in 1982)
excluded them from mai nstream ac-
tivity in the 1976 crisis.

More significantly, the children

were students at a private college in
Sowet o and thus renoved fromthe
conti nui ng upheavals in the DET
schools. In fact one of them notes
that Pace students were no | onger
consi dered las kids from SowetoX It
woul d seemthat their relatively
privileged position in township

soci ety gave these Children concerns
ot her than those of the political strug-
gle. Precisely what their concerns
are is not easy to elicit fromthese
extracts.

However. despite the references

to television sets. birthday parties.
famly cars and consuner goods. the
one overwhel m ng i mage in these
extracts is that of violence. Hardly

gin
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an entry is free of reference to sone
or other brutal episode. Wnen as-
sault a man on his head with a stiletto
heel ; a young girl screans as a gang



tries to rape her; bus drivers attack
taxi drivers with sjanboks and

wi res: thugs chase school children

wi th axes. knives and pangas; the

| Baygon Greensl from Meadow ands

run to join battle with the people at
Dube Hostel. Death is regarded with
everyday indifference by nany of the
witers: t1 saw nmany peopl e | ooking
at a dead person...so they took himto
a nortuaryf And the ghastly entry

of a thirteen-year-old girl: Going to
BOOK REVIEWS .-

school - on nmy way | saw a cat |ying
inthe road - it was dead - all the fur
was taken off

In this pervasive atnosphere of
thuggery and killing it is heartening
to find a few isolated accounts in
whi ch students record their happier
nonents. The kiss of a girl _ a gane
of tennis - the lights of Soweto seen
fromthe train - the grass turning
green after spring rain - these are
l[ittle splashes of col our against a
sonbr e backdr op.

This is not sophisticated witing,

nor is it particularly nenorable. But
by collecting and publishing their
perceptions of culture and society,

M shal i has given these township
children a voi ce which woul d nor-

mal ly be denied to them He has

i ndeed given thema break. D

J 0 MacRabert

Cops and Robbers

Boere en Bendes:

yout h speak about

crime

C anpiled by Lauren Natl and

Li nda Tee (National Institutefor
Crinme Prevention and Rehabilita-
tion ()ijfenders. C ape Town,

1988)

Thi s ant hol ogy of draw ngs. essays,
poens and graffiti is the work of
yout hs from various conmmunity

groups. schools and institutions in
the western Cape who were asked by
NICRO to record their perceptions of
crime. The age of the contributors
ranges fromsix to 21 years. with the
majority of entries coming from
teenagers. In nost instances the

pi eces appear in the contributors
handwiting, giving a rather uneven
appearance to the publication. About
half of the articles are in Afrikaans.
The book is divided into nine
sections which focus on, inter alia,
the role of the witness. life in prison



puni shment and the prevention of
crime. Most of the pages are il-
lustrated. sonetinmes in colour. with
appropriate sketches drawn by con-
tributors. As in the witings of the
Sowet o children reviewed here, one

of the predom nant thenes in this

ant hol ogy is that of violence. This is
particularly noticeable in the draw

i ngs where knives. guns. robberies
and other forms of assault are graphi-
cally depicted. In the witten pieces
there are many references to the

not ori ous gangs of the Cape Flats. to
rape. to people being attacked in the
street.

A maj or difference between the
extracts in this anthol ogy and those
from Soweto is the degree of politi-
cal awareness anobngst the con-
tributors to the NI CRO progranme.

In all sections of the book. the South
African governnment is criticised for
creating divisions in society which
have contributed to one of the

hi ghest crime rates in the world.
Poverty. racial tensions. the SAP
detention without trial. |ack of
facilities in prisons for juvenile of-
fenders, corporal punishnent. the
Group Areas Act, unequal education
facilities, lack of political rights. un-
enpl oyment - in fact all the ugly
hal | marks of the apartheid state are
i nked by these youths to the crine
rate, thus reinforcing in their own
honest contri butions what | eading

eri m nol ogi sts have been telling us
for years in their advanced economc
research papers: apartheid and the
crime rate have a high correlation

In the foreword, this publication is
descri bed as a book by children for
childreni. Whilst younger Children
will relate to the drawi ngs and ol der
Children to the witten work adults,
and in particular teachers, parents
and social workers might find this
book a useful guide for discussing
the problemof crinme w th younger
peopl e. The draw ngs of children

behi nd bars certainly gave sone
Children | know much food for
thought. E

JO MaeRobert

BLACK SASH

PUBLI CATI ON
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by Shauna westcott

The Trial of the 13

Shauna Westntt

(Cape Town, 1988)

WIIl the court understand ne as |

an? WIIl the ("ourt understand

why an ordinary nan |ike nyseif

who has suffered all his Iife even-
tually turned to violenee? WII it

be possih/efor the murt to

bel i eve and understand that | am

not a lover ofi’iolenee? WII this
murt understand that it is myv



I (l1i’efar people that drove ne to

(/0 what | did?

These were the words of 26-year-old
Theophi | us Thenbi nkosi Mzukwat

who appeared in the Cape Town

Supreme Court with 14 others on 21
April 1987, charged with Iterrorism
or aiding tterroristsi - a description
of their activities all rejected with
pride and anger.

Two of the accused - Neville van

der Rheede zmd Thenba Tshi bi ka

_were acquitted. The renmaining 13
were jailed on 12 August for terns
ranging fromthree years to life
Three of the 13 gave evidence in
mtigation. The others read state-
ments fromthe dock which were

di smissed by the judge as of little if
any val ue. Thi s opinion was not
shared by all who observed the trial
or read the brief press reports Many
were noved and wanted to know

nore. The Trial (If the 13 is an
attenpt to satisfy that need.

The book introduces the accused

and tries to convey sonething of the
at nosphere of the trial, Colin
Bundyi s history of the ANC and

anal ysis of the current political scene
provi de a context for the evidence
given by the thirteen. There are three
useful appendices. including one en-
titled tlnvoking Protocol 1li. This

| ooks at a judgnent given in a tria
hel d soon after the 13 were jailed,
wher e accused Mkolisi Petane be-

cane the first ANC soldier to claim
prisoner-of -war status in ternms of an
i nternational treaty.

The aut hor covered the trial as
Supreme Court reporter for the Cape
Times. The book is available at RS :1
copy from Bl ack Sash offices. 3
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| LETTERS

The Proper Thing to

Dot: Male

Menber ship of the

Bl ack Sash

(M zurlcs Grover. Associate Menber
(Cape Western ). wites:

Margot Benrdis letter in your June

i ssue raises an interesting point.

For starters. let ne say | am
honoured to be associ ated (operative
word) with the Sash even in so

hunbl e a capacity as an Associ ate

(not ' HonoraryX as your correspon-
dent states) nenber.

The curious thing is that | am

call ed upon to pay the sane subscrip-
tion as that paid by full nenbers.
whereas in another organisation to
which | belong. | pay a nuch

reduced sub. as an Associate. |
bel i eve that nost Associ ate nenbers

of the Sash are male. in which case
feel the attitude of the Sash towards
these nenbers is distinctly sexist.
The proper thiney to do woul d be

to set the sub. at a |ower |evel and
nmake provision for - indeed en-
courage or extort - voluntary eon-
tributions from such nenbers. -

So long as men understand their
position (know their place. in other
words) the situation is OK After all.
the Sash is essentially a feninist
organi sation. and probably all the
better for it.

Mary Burton to

New Yor k

Human Rights Watch in the USA

with whom we have had links for a
long tine. invited our National Presi-
dent to take part in a special interna-
tional focus on the 40th anniversary
of the Universal Declaration of

Human Ri ghts on 10 Decenber.

Mary took the signatures which the

Bl ack Sash collected in support of

t he Decl arati on.

Fighting tLaws that

Di scredit the Law,

An article in the Septenber issue of
SASH (Vol . 31. No. 2) sumari sed

the Bl ack Sash view of the G oup
Areas. Slums and |1l egal Squatting
bills. Here we outline actions taken
to avert their passage into | aw.
Nat i onal Headquarters:

When it becane clear that the G oup
Areas and Prevention of 11l ega
Squatting Amendnent bills were to

be sent to the Presidentis Council
Mary Burton addressed to every

nmenber a letter setting out the Sash’s
objections to the bills and urging
their rejection. "The proposals con-
tained in the bills have been rejected
by all except one political party rep-
resented in Parlianent.’ she pointed
out. tlt is patently clear that there is
deep concern in all quarters us to the



consequences of making these
amendment s | awf

Transvaal Region

In partnership with | awers and ot her
groups. Sashis Urbanisation Wrking
Group has:

" prepared a dossier on the | ega
aspects of the bills:

" targetted | 500 recipients - includ-
NEWS?STRI -Pr , "

Homel essnessk

- briefed press, diplomatic. church
and professional groups - and |is-
teners to Radio 702;

- spurred Shell to support the right
of all people to |ive where they
choose on their regul ar Wekly

Mai | page;

- held a shaek-sit-in to raise aware-
ness of the plight of homel ess
peopl e;

" sent mailings t0 the Chairman and
each menber of the Presidentis
Couneil when it was clear that the
governnent, balked in its intent,
woul d have to submit the bills to
that place of |ast resort.

Cape Western Region:

Posters which read tRejeet Slums
Squatters Goup Areas Billsi, were
held at two prom nent points every
nmorning for the two weeks when the
amended bills were before the
tricaneral parlianment. TO focus on
the human cost. stands were held in
sone of the suburbs from which fel -

| ow Capet oni ans were expelled

under the existing Group Areas Act.
The posters said: ’'People were
renoved fromhere - G oup Areas
Hurti .

11".) nor Mannt 4 x 3 ' | ) . - |
mm" "77:30.; MNH mmnma ng all menbers of the Houses 01
L. . T..

W"1 3539;;22; Representatives and Del egat es;
PEOVLE

Weekly Mal

" conpiled and distributed 15 ()00
from"Pulling (nr mm.i’rrinng, u hooklyl panmphlets m Ed
vine (me ()ffl’le pnrerx

af " Anierimfem nist witings Slums, Goup Areas and used

. O Squatters.

Noe

Rnbh (1ixp/u
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Ref ugees sl eeping in the Students Union.
University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg
tBells Against the Bills,:

Sash approached the Councils of
Churches (there are 21 in all) with a
request to encourage nenber chur-
ches to toll bells and all ow Bl ack
Sash poster stands on church proper-
ty if the bills becone law. O her
religious comunities signified a
Wsh to do sonething appropriate in
lieu of tolling bells. As SASH goes
to press, this campaign is ton holdi
Bl ack Sash Wonen, s

Charter

Copi es of the Black Sash Wnenis
Charter, as revised at the Nationa
Conference in 1979. are on file at
regi onal offices.

Erratum - St Onen,s

Due to an editing error. St Oaenis
school was described as a .township
sch0011 in the last issue of SASH It
is, in fact, in Retreat. Cape Town.
Erratum - Teacher Unity

Oritted fromthe Table on page 19

of SASH Vol. 31 NO. 2 were the

joint hosts of the Harare Unity talks.
They were: WCOTP (World Con-
federati on of Teachi ng Professionals)
AATO (Al Africa Teachersi O -

gani sation) ZI MTA (Zi nbabwe
Teachersl Association) ZCTU (Zim
babwe Congress of Trade Unions).

The teacher organi sations eon-
tenplating unity have a conbi ned
menber shi p of about 105 000. com
pared with a total of 235 000 in the
RSA (excludi ng the thonel andsi t

Thi s anendnent brings the text into
line with the Table.

The Departnment of Nationa

Educati on was the source for the
figures for full-tine teachers in
public and private schools.

Nat al M dl ands Regi on Reports

The refugee crisis:

More than 850 peopl e have been
killed and about 2 000 houses
destroyed in the Pietermaritzburg
area since March | ast year. The con-
Hicts continue in different places. in
bouts of greater or lesser intensity. in
spite of all attenpts to stop them
There are now huge nunbers of
refugees and di spl aced personsi in
and around the City.

The Crisis Sub-eommittee of this
regi on has been involved in finding
temporary shelter for people who
cone into the city centre for
sanctuary. and in helping with

| onger-term support and accom
nodation in safe areas outside the
city. In Septenber about 100 young
people fled into the City froma chief
Chm Zassman

in Sweetwaters. Four people had

been killed there the previous day



and two nmore were killed later. when
they tried to retum This group had
to be maintained. transported and
accommodated for nore than a

fortni ght before nore pernmanent

pl aces could be found for them

The sub-conmittee has al so suc-
cessfully negotiated with the Gty
Council for prem ses for an educa-
tional and recreational centre for
young peopl e whose |ives and
school i ng have been di srupted by the
vi ol ence. Several other agencies are
interested in becom ng involved in
this project.

Marie Dyt’|

Qoituary: Dr Beatrice Pullinger
Transvaal Regi on nourns the passing

of Dr Beatrice Pullinger at the age of
93. She was a remarkable | ady. who
joined the Black Sash at its inception
when she was al ready approxi mately

60 years old This in itself showed a
nost unusual openness of mind and a
readi ness to nove with the times.

Her ability to participate fully in the
organi sation was limted by the fact
that she worked for nost of her life
but this did not stop her from taking
part in denonstrations and marches

whi ch she did whenever she was

able. By being the unique sort of
person she was. Dr Pullinger nade

an i mrense contribution towards the
organi sation. both in its early days
and with her unfailing support unti
the end of her life. W extend our
heartfelt synpathy to the nenbers of
her famly.

.ont’t) Ilurrl’x
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St anders acquitted under Inter-

nal Security Act:

On Saturday. 31) April. shortly hct’orc
103.111.. ten nenbers picked up their
pntcrs in preparation for :1 group
protest agai nst South Atriumill CUP

xi onx into ncighhnuring,| states (it is
only in 1,ictcrnttrit/hurg thztt the

Bl ack Sash is uhle 10 get nugisteri ul
perm ssion 101" pickelcrs to stand in :1
group). Ax they nmm cd tnwnrdx the

appoi nted place tn take up their posi-
tions at the appointed time. they
paused briefly in response 10 |

freel ance photogrttphcrk request that
they pose for a photograph. A 1wa
noted that 11 security

pol i ceman xxztx al so pl mt ogrzl phing
menber s

them

Some

were ustounded to hear | hztt they

xwr ¢ being; charged with gathering
illegall) in Interna

Security Act. The | aw had supposed-

|y been viol ated becane they had

xtood. in u group. 11 thew pztcu :m:1)
fromthe proper phtcc and 11 tew

m nutes before the proper tine. Since
the) were acctlxed 011 a crimina

ol hl hence. their fingerprints zmnd

phot ugruphs were taken

()1 necessity there were | ength)

| egal consultations. Miuch val uabl e
time was used up. So. 01 course. was
public time and mane) squandered in
VWhen.

on 7 COctober. utter an entire norning
xxeekx | ater the xtunders

tcnm 011 the

the prepttrution 01' the case

in court. the ZI CCLI NCU xxere acquitted.
the magi strate expressed ditticult) in
NEWBNSTRI P

Moni que HU 11’ Vt’' neg’uun/ anti Jn 5/10/1111
Innu/’ Il lvpur/it'i/nmt pl't'nrt’'c/u/MI/n’
(. (1 XV

understanding that so Il"iViLll at case
had been brought hchwc the wrt.
FITMT U (L (" 72(1

Jotultntt thm

"I"lu photograph 0/11/11" xm 111l al
prvU Hlam [1lv (mm ((1.115

A Regi onal Study of

the Bl ack Sash

Readers will be pleased to note that

Jo MucRobert of Cape Western

Regi on chose a Bl ack Sash theme for

her BA (Honm di ssertation. Copies

of The Emergence of the Black Sash
Advice Ofice in Cape Town: 21

Regi onal Study 61 the Bl ack Sash.

1956- 1963" (University of Cape

Ttmm. 1988) were sent to the univer-
sities of Natal and the Wtwatersrand.
For her MA degree. Jo has under

tztken : 1 nutionul study of the Bl ack
Sash between the years 1962-1982.

tViva Bl ack Sashl:

Nati onal Wonetfs Day was



cel ebrated on 7 August in the Lotus

Hall in Pietermurit/Vburg. The day

was organi sed by NOWN (Natal Or-

gani sati on of Wnen). Sash put

together a skit On a typical stand. pic-
tured On the left. An appreciative

audi ence cheered 1Viva Bl ack Sush’
loudly 111 the end.

Hurt KIvinwt/wg



N EWs-STN | P

sash Dr'rvIiII/1U" 1988 47

Al bany Regi on

Court researcher appointed

Because of the grow ng nunber of
political trials in the Eastern Cape
Al bany deci ded they needed a full-
time court researcher. Eastern

Provi nce Heral d correspondent. Bar-
bara Orpen. agreed to take on the job
- but suggested a shift of focus:

As a result of my work as a
journalist, | saw many peopl e being
sentenced to death. Very little
seened to be known about these
peopl e and | thought we should draw
attention to their plight. The Shar-
peville Six have hei ghtened public
awar eness about the death penalty, as
wel |l as the doctrine of conmon

pur pose. Many people fromthe
Eastern Cape have been sentenced to
death on a sinmilar basis. It is our
hope that no-one will go to the

gal  ows unnoticed, and that capita
puni shrent wi Il be abolished al -

t oget her f

So far, Barbarais work has high-
lighted 36 cases - anpbng themthe
Addo Four and the case of M Them
bil e Lubel wana who spent 19 nonths
on death row before being freed of
all charges by the Appeal Court.
Apart from publicising such cases,
Barbarais work will feed into the
grow ng national canpai gn agai nst
the death penalty. D

J amF airbai I'n

Bar bara O pen

imt" 111

Bl ack Sash

Since June this year. the Al bany
Regi on’ s press group. in collabora-
tion with the G ahanst own Advice

O fice. has been running 3 Citizens.
Advice colum in the local Gmt’x
Mai | newspaper

Under a distinctive Black Sash

| ogo, designed by one of the groups
nmenbers. the col um presents
material on topics of vital concern to
the public and tries to disentangle the
web of jargon in which officia
regul ati ons are shrouded. The aimis
H Ctizens

Il Advice

to set out clearly and systematically
the relevant information and practi -
cal steps that should be taken
Topi cs covered so far have in-
cluded Identity Books. Unenpl oy-
ment | nsurance Fund, Pensions and
Disability Grants. Problens sur-
roundi ng mai ntenance will be
tackl ed next.

It is hoped the colum wll stinu-

| ate feedback fromreaders and even-
tually provide a forumfor debate
Nova dc Vi/licrs

The Grahanstown Initiative

The Grahanstown Initiative Con-



ference - a unique event in the

towns history - took place in the

1820 Settlers National Mnunent

over the first weekend in Septenber.

Pl anned over a period of nine nonths
by a group of citizens of differing oe-
Cupations and interests great care

was taken to ensure representation 01
the wi dest possible range of interest
groups and political affiliations - not
an easy task in South Africa today. |s-
sues of concern included the political-
'y and socially divided G ahanst own
conmunity and the | argely stagnated
econonmy with resultant vast un-

enpl oyment .

The conference was structured

around seven mmjor issues of con-

eem The Econony and Job Creation

Pl anni ng; Education: Culture: Health:
Church matters: Sport and Recrea-
tion. The conference was intended

as a unique opportunity for com

nmuni cati on across ngj or divisions
within the community and a | aunch-

ing pad for feasible practica

pr ogr amres.

To ensure accessibility for all. no
regi stration fee was Charged. although
del egates were free to contribute
towards costs. National business conv
eens showed their faith in the con-
ference by giving the mgjor financia
backi ng and further wel cone spon-
sorship was received fromlocal busi-
nesses and individuals. The 1820
Foundation offered all their facilities
and resources at no charge.

Two guest speakers were M Bob

Tucker. Managing Director of the SA
Pem anent Buil ding Society, and the
Reverend Si ggi bo Dwane of the

Order of Ethiopia. Entertai nnent was
provi ded by | ocal nusicians, ranging
from chanber nusic ensenbles to

mari mba groups. and displays of bal
room and Latin American dancing.
Sunday began with an ecunenica

Church service in three | anguages.
Musi ¢ was provided by Choirs from

the Dutch Refom ed Church. the

Cat hedral of St Mchael and St

Ceorge and the St Barts Music

Maker s.
Ongoing conmittees were el ected
in the various areas. and will be

reporting back to the steering com
mttee on their future plans.

A nost signiiieant outcone of the
conference was the consensus

reached in the planning group that
there should be a single |oca
authority for the whole City. A repon
on the conference will be published
by the steering conmittee which wll
eo-ordinate the future activities of the
initiative.

Sue RO55






