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REPORT ON THE UNCHS SEKI KAR ' SOLVI NG THE HOUSI NG PROBLEM I N THE GDR -

| TS RELEVANCE FOR THE DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES

.oa.-.

In reSponse to an invitation extended to our Organisation at the 10th Connenorative
Session of the UN Commi ssion for Human Settlement ( Nairobi, 4 - 16th, April, 1987 )3
Conr ade Thenbisile Majola and nyself attended the seminar, held in Dessau, GDR, be-
tween the 9th and 24th June, the theme of which was 1 Sol ving the housing problemin
the GDR - it's rel evance for the devel opi ng countries

This sem nar, held under the sponsorship of the UN Centre for Hunan Settl enent

( Habitat ), was hosted by the Buil ding Acadeny of the GDR Participants to the sane
were drawn from 15 African and M ddl e East countries and included representations of
3 liberation movenents ( SWAPO, PAC, ANC ).

The programme, of a two-week duration, consisted of an intensive course of |ectures,
wor kshops, study-tours and cultural activities and was devel oped in two parts:

I _ Information and discussion on the GDR s experience in the solution of problens
of human settl enent and hgnel essness, Wth enphasis on the devel opnent policies
adopted and the mechani sns for their inplenmentation at national, regional and

| ocal levels. This included information on the GOR s work in devel opi ng countries -_
such as Vietnam Yenen and Ethiopia. Thelfollow ng | ectures were presented:

- The experience gained in the GDR in solving the housing problem

_ Ways to solve the housing problemin an African devel opi ng cbuntry.

- The training of skilled construction workers in the GDR

- Planned devel opnent of settlenents in connection with social and econonic
programes. |

- Industry - the basis for the devel opnent of small and nedi um sized towns.

- Industrialization of the rural areas - a concept for the infrastructura

devel opnent and the satisfaction of basic needs in devel opi ng countri es.

- Solution of the housing problem- way of living and reproducti on of the

housi ng st ock.

- Planning instrunents for designing and organi sing residential areas.

- Solution of rural areas devel opnent probl ens by cooperation between planners,

| ocal governnments and conmmunities.

- Conditions of working and living in a vill age.

Il - This section concentrated nore on the technical aspects of buildi ng nethods and
construction systens applied in the GDR and included the follow ng | ectures:

- Sinple self-help construction systerns;

- \Val | - Panel - Col um (WPC) construction.

- Light Panel Construction (LPC 2ton).

- Clay building technology for the erection of sinple houses by self-help

activities of the popul ation.

- Selection, quality assessnment and upgradi ng of building materials.
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- Prerequisites to prolong the Iife of buildings by using suitable naterials

and structures as well as necesarry neasures of maintenace and reconditioning.

- The Bauakademi e der DDR - research centre of the construction industry in the
GDR. It's activities abroad.

- Information on the International Congress of Architecture and Town Pl anni ng,
Manna, Sweden, 14th-16th July.

The above programe of |ectures and di scussions was interspersed at various points
with the presentation of national reports prepared by the participants, including
that of ourselves which was presented on the 16th June (See news clipping attached).
Al the topics, prepared and presented by em nent personalities of the Bauakadenie
were well docunmented and interesting, and resulted in lively and highly notivated
debate. The opinion of the del egates, as expressed in the draft evaluati on docunent
at the close of the senminar, coincided in that all the thenes were of particular
rel evance to the devel oping countries. However, we feel that a | ecture on the New
Econom ¢ Order, as proposed by the Socialist Countries, would al so have been a

val uabl e addition, as one of the fundamental issues around which discussion revol ved
was alternative sources and nethods of |oan finance for the building industries of
these countri es.

Sone of the key issues which remained central to the debate, and which W wish to
hi ghli ght are the foll ow ng;

- For any significant advances to be nmade towards the solution of the problens

of shelter and settlenent there has to exist a unity of social and economc

policy at national level, with the greater part of construction bei ng conducted

by the state, with the support and pronotion of the efforts of the |oca

popul ation in the formof affordable credits, manpower, materials and equi pnent.
During the seminar this point resulted in very lively discussion as, in the

opi nion of some of the participants, the role of the state radicates in the
facilitation rather than in the inplenentati on of housing policies.

- The experience of the GDR is that rural-urban migration trends can be controlled
by the planned and reciprocally harnoni zed devel opnent of big cities, snmall/
internediate towns and villages in the national settlenent structure. The basis

for thestabilization, and even reversal, of present mgratory flows is a | ong?
range conception for the regional distribution of productive forces, and the

provi sion of work-places in the rural areas, not only for the |ocal pepulation

but also for a mgrant reserve fromthe cities. The creation of harnoni ous

rel ati ons between the devel opment of industry and towns is a basic requirenent

of social devel opnent, based on objective sacial phenonena and processes.

O her aspects which we felt were of particular inportance and rel evance to our situation;

are laid out in our draft evaluation docunent, a copy of which is attached to this
"report. i

Al inall, we feel that this senmi nar was a necesarry and val uabl e experience for the
future work of our noverment and of singular inportance to ourselves, engaged as we



are on a daily basis in the construction activities of the Organisation to better the

living conditions in exile of our cadres.

this oppotunity afforded to us.
Report prepared by Zama C. Mvusi,
27th July, 1987. Dakawa, Tanzani a.
c.c. Treasurer-GCeneral’s Ofice.
c.c. Acting Project-Mnager.

c.c. Chief-Admnistrator’s Ofice.
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