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VWhat was | evel of activity and when did you start being involved in the politics of
this region?

| grew up in Port Elizabeth and the school here and matriculated in 1979 and in
1980 | went down to Cape Town where | studies. | returned to PE. at the

begi nni ng of 1989, | took, up a position with a firmof attorneys in PE. as a

candi date attorney our principal was Vannessa Breverson. The firmwas very

i nvol ved with human rights litigation representing detainees also involved with a
nunber of political trials that were conducted in the Eastern Cape through the
1980's. 30 as part of my work | was involved with servicing the needs of

det ai nees that were being held under the State of energency in various prisons in
and around Port Elizabeth particularly St Al berns Kankel bons and | think at sone
stage there were detainees at vol nmer police station and al so at Al goa Park police
station. So right fromthe outset | cane into contact with a nunmber of the senior
UDF. Cosatu | eadership that were in detention. Mst of the detai nees were

hol di ng seni or positions in the UDF executive within Youth Structures civic
structures and wonan structures and obviously there were al so Cosatu nenbers

that were being held so | had that contact as part of my work.

How woul d you describe the conditions of detainees at that point?

It is difficult to say because | wasn't in their inrediate living conditions within the
cells and the way in which they were treated obviously | wouldn't have direct

i nsight into that because we would visit themand only see themin the visiting
area and never have direct access to themwithin the cells although certainly one
got a better idea of circunstances of detainees at places |ike Kankerbos where
there were a group of people held there for quite a long time because of the

ci rcunst ances there one got a better idea of their conditions | think in general the
maj or problemthat |ong termdetai nees had was the difficulty of relating to support
structures outside. Each of the detai nees would have had to a greater or |esser
extent problens related with the visits of relatives the financial support of their



fam lies which were outside, problens related to the conpletion of studies and
further studies. There were al so nmedical problens that detainees had. A lot of the
servicing that we did at that stage would be related to those various questions so
that it would be tatting visits getting perm ssion fromthe divisional com ssioner
in order to visit a detainee. There were sone problens related to that sonetines

we woul d have difficulty as |lawers to go and see the detai nees because we had

to put in an application to get a pernmit to go and see the detainee and there were
problems related to that sonmetines the police to put it nicely were | ess than hel pfu
and cooperative but apart fromthose difficulties we dealt with the i medi ate
concerns of the detainees relating to support relating to studying difficulties and
nmaki ng sure that they are serviced in those regards. Generally speaking it was
extremely difficult and the conditions were very difficult but one thing that was
apparent in doing this servicing of detainees was that where there was a | arge
concentration of detainees at St Alberns for instance they were organi zed there

was coordi nati on between them around visits for exanple. 80 if we would go on

a particular day we would visit three or four detainees and nore often than not
those detai nees would report back to the others in the cells to share the val ue of
the visit and that was quite an inportant process | think and the | eadership had
over the whol e period of the energency been able to organize thenselves and in

fact engage in struggles to secure certain advantages so that they were able to
nmeet and di scuss things. That was very apparent al so when the hunger strike was
initiated in 1989. The strike in the Eastern Cape when conrades started in Saint

Al berns and as contact between the group at St Al berns and those at Konkel bos

and at Wal mer Police Station was facilitated through visits that the | awers had the
strike spread and within a very short space of tine virtually every single detainee
was on hunger strike and was on hunger strike until the state began to capitul ate
and rel ease people. The rel eases cane in batches, they would rel ease groups of

five or six people this week and another group the next week. On the hunger

strike it was slightly a different period, because we were dealing with other

organi zation outside that were taking up the issue, involving people in canpaigns
and putting pressure on the regime to respond to those denands and you know it

was not only confined to the Eastern Cape it was a national issue and it elicited

i nternational support as well.



Were there any instances of torture or harassnent reported to you by the

det ai nees?

There were certainly reports of nmaltreatnent, nost of those activities had occurred
intheir earlier parts of their detention by early 1989 the people who were still in
detention were no | onger questioned or interrogated that process had happened

during 1986 and 87 when they were first held so that it was a historical reporting
of what happened at the early part of their detention years. | wasn't directly

i nvol ved in those instance. There were other instances of course not related to
det ai nees but to youth being arrested for public violence and simlar unrest related
incidents particularly in KwaNobuhle | was involved also in representing UDF in that
conmunity in the process of forging a peace accord with the Ama-Afrika vigilantes
during the course of 1989 and al so represented UDF peopl e and civic organi zati ons

in negotiations that were there between people in kwa-Nobuhle and the police.

Most of the abuses that | cane into contact with were related with those cases

and not with the state of emergency detai nees.

Do you know of any individuals who lost their lives at the hands of the police?

| can’t recall any death in custody during 89 nmaybe open to correction. There

were sone incidents where people had died certainly. U tenhage was the case

where there was still on-going clashes between an Ama- Africa and UDF peopl e and

as a result of those activities people did die, there were also sonme incidents in
some of the other towns in the region where people died in unrest related activities
or in suspicious circunstances. Conrade by the nane of Sanson Godol a and

was acting for nmenbers of the Godola famly. Sanson was shot and killed by the

al l egation was by a black policeman in rather suspicious circunstances. The police
versi on was that there had been sone scuffle, they h ad gone to arrest himand he
fired shot at the police. But | think the version fromcommunity was far nore
suggesting that it was alnost |ike an execution, there was a suggestion that it

m ght have been an attenpt by this particular policenan to settle a grudge that he
had agai nst Sanson. There was al so another incident at a place called M ddl eburg

who was in custody of a stock theft charge and was found dead at a farm death.



The story was he had attenpted to escape and fell into the dam and drowned. |
think there was to be an inquest into that matter | was involved we went to

M ddel burg, consulted with famly nenbers we were investigating and that had not
cone to finality when | left the firmin 1990.

Were you as a | awyer involved with individuals considered subversive by the state
exposed to any ill treatnment by the state?

Yes, | was, during the course of 1988 before |I arrived there were quite significant
terrorismtrials that were conducted in the Eastern Cape there were el even
conrades charged with terrorismrel ated charges, there was a conrade who was
charged and the trial at Al exandria and there were conrades who were tried at
Humansdorp and when | arrived in 1989 our firmwas involved in all those three
trials and | becane involved also in assisting preparations for the defence of those
conrades during the course of 1989 it was subjected to harassnent, just a short
while after | arrived here it would have been just about six weeks. Port Elizabeth
was in a grip of a drought it had been so for years. | was living in a house in
Wal ner and | had been out one evening and cane back quite | ate and discovered

that sonmeone had taken a hosepi pe and pushed it in through nmy bedroom w ndow

and it was connected to a tap and for hours and hours it was spraying water into
ny bedroom There were others, there were threatening phone calls and people
following me around particularly when | used to travel to sone of the small rura
towns. | used to do a lot of travelling to Cookhouse, M ddel burg Sommerset East,
Aliwal North and Bethuli and Graaf Reinet and | was often followed around in the
towns where | was. Particularly Somrerset East and Cookhouse where there was

a lot of that sort of low level harassnent. But on one occasion | travelled up to
Aliwal North and | nmet with the advice of the workers a lot of the rural work that
the firmwas doing at that tine was actually as a result of referrals from advice
office workers and | had to travel fromAiwal North where | was staying to Lady
Grey to go and see sone conrades there on the one day and the next day to

Bethuli to go and see sone conrades there. On both occasions | was foll owed by
this car with two big browny things all the way to Lady Grey the whol e day that

| was there and the following day all the way to Bethuli and back agai n and when



| was driving out of town they followed ne for about 50 to 60 kns and they

turned around.

Woul d you say the police were abusing their power?

I think that the general attitude that they displayed was one of arrogance and a
refusal to acknow edge the rights of people they were dealing with either in

custody or otherwise but it is difficult to say that there were particul ar instances
_ of abuse of power but certainly they were not co-operative and not prepared to
assist in establishing for exanple, sone one would phone ne from Ui tenhage to

say so and so have been arrested and their where abouts were not known and

what the charges are. | would start the process of phoning around and trying to

find this people. Mire often than not it would take me the whole day till late at

ni ght before | could establish that these people were being held at such a police
station or that they had appeared in court. There were a lot of those difficulties
that one had when dealing with them It was a major problem | used to insist on
speaking to the divisional com ssioner as soon as | encountered resistance or

sone sort of opposition to giving me information and nornally they woul d say he
wasn't there or he can't speak to ne then but eventually | would get through and
even then he woul dn’'t be as cooperative as he should be.

There were instances where families who had | ost their menbers laid clains

agai nst what was their rate of success?

As far as the rate of success is quite difficult to say but yes there were numerous
civil cases against the Mnister of Law and order for exanple. Cains arising form
assault cases shootings injuries of that nature deaths of breadw nners and | was
involved in a lot of those cases. Again it is difficult to say because in some cases
they would go to trial and there would be a trial about that matter and the Court
woul d find in favour of the plaintiff or sometines to the contrary. It is difficult for
me to say we had a fifty percent success rate it was really quite peculiar to the
facts of the case but certainly there were other matters where there were
settlenents where they would not go to trial but instead agree to pay danages to



the plaintiff.

Did you find that some people got an unfair deal fromthe | aw sinply because they
were political activists?

Certainly there were injustices perpetrated no doubt and that activists bore the
bl unt of those nore often than not we were up against the entire systemof the
adnmi ni stration of justice which was prejudi ced agai nst bl ack people, a system

whi ch had racismentrenched in it and yes I am sure that would colour the way in
whi ch people were dealt with certainly but it is very difficult to say one can
actually point to specific instances where the reason why the Court found in a
particul ar way was because that person was a political activist but certainly you
could establish that in the sentencing of people for public violence, the sentences
were getting nore and nore severe even for relatively mnor offenses and with

qui te young peopl e involved there would be fairly lengthy prison sentences that
woul d be inmposed which is current issue given what happened to Terebl anche. It
may be that there were conplete set of circunstances but generally speaking
peopl e convicted on public violence charges spent years in prison



