MI§-conspiracy” behind arrests fiasco is revealed as a bizarre web of South African
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Loodon. Far from being an
Mi6-backed conspiracy

10vol ving a cover-up by senior

glmumwumgdinll;o
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fois activists by plsatise

drugs and poisons and all the ~
paraphernalia that would be,
dnapping

associated with ki
and smuggling ANC leaders
out of Britain. To do this, the
South Afrnican agents pre-
tended 10 the exiles that they
were British MI6

..--_ #

T

oflicers

elaborate, authentic-looking
documentation,

“Countless ‘HMG' docu-
ments were shown and given
{0 us,” says Verlaque. “Larsen
even held a ministerial swear
ing-in ceremony, wearing
army uniforms, where they
gave us impressive certificates
setting: out our portfolios in

Not long allerwards, Pierre
Ferrari, 42, Joubert's
oollrnlmd t.al rejired Briti
army regimental sgrgeant-ma-
jor, discovered a box at his

me in Farnham, Surrey,
containing poisons, anaes-
thetics and hypodermic sy,

rin |
‘m now realise that the
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Kldnap

A SOUTH  AFRICAN strolled :

through London’s Smithfield meat
market and ihto the nearby fourth-

| floor offices of Lynx, a small British*

security firm, with a proposition,
‘He said he was g salesman from
Clansman, a company in Pietermaritz-

burg,” says the [irm’s direclor, Jeremy

Wetherell. Lynx had some South
Alrican connections and was intemtcd
in buying bulletprool vests.
Alter some rehmmar tnlkabouthla
backgmund as an 0x[0rd graduate, the
‘salesman ' came to the point. He was
interested in the [irm’s surveillance
cnpacxty could it do what he described
as ' covert wurk'?

Wetherell says: ' He Was clearly

professional mlelhgencr officer.’ Hc,
| says he prommly reporled the contact

o MIS. Vi

- That was In thc mlddle of 1986, the
earlidst estublished date that MIS knew
for certain that Pretoria was mounting
anvther . Tondon operation. It did
nothmg to stop it.”
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Behind. the sudden dmpping of krdnap charges agamsl three men last week lay 3
classic South African intelligence operation. DAVID LEIGH reports.

In September last year, a second
South African businessman appeared.
He was Johann Niemoller, a wealthy
man [ormetly in the South Afrncan
military, who runs Adder, a clothing
company in Upington, Western Cape,
which supplies military cquipment.

Niemoller visited Evan Evans, one of

the men against whom kidnapping
charges were dropped last week.

Evans, a middle-sged British ex~

olficer, had served in the Soutlf African
army but had returned in 1985 to run

" a post office in Anglesey.,

Niemoller next went to the London
house of a Seychelles exile politician,
Pierre Ferrari, with whom he stayed for
a week,

Accounts of this tri contradict uch
Niemoller said in South Africa
that he visited Evans about an outlet for

_ his clothing factory. i J
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Yesterday, in interviews with South
Alrican newspapers, he agreed that

plots against the ANC had been

discussed. He says he relused to help.
Evans,. on the other hand, made a
courtroom statement that Nlemoller
had demanded assistance wulh
explosives ‘ to blow up the ANC.’
Ferrari says that he was asked to put
Neimoller up for a week because he

‘would help to overthrow the nominally

Marxist Seychelles Government "and
install Ferrari as Minister of Delence in
4 new regime, Later, to his surpme, he
found bottles ol poisonous drugs in the
room where Niemoller had stayed.

Niemoller was sccommodated at the
rec?uest of & peculiar figure who had
befriended Ferrari and othcr Seychelles
exiles : his name was Frank Larsen, he
wore military uniforms, and had a
house near Aldershot. He was eventu-

_ Botha s spies

\Uy to appear in: court with Evms,
actused of ANC kidnaps.

[arsen claimed to work for British
intelligence. He also produced a

blueprint for a coup in the Seychelles
which he said had been approved by

British intelligence, and letters of |

support, apparently [rom right-wing
British politicians. He also had - a

Ministry of Delence police pass and |

British MoD manuals.

Although the Seychellois did not |

realise it, Larsen's real name was Viggo |
Oerbak, He had served prison sen- §
tences in Norway for [raud and forgery }
and had served in the Rhodesian special §

forces before turning up in Britain in ;

1982 with an elaborate alias.
Ferrari and his colleagues also did

not know that, at his Aldershot house, |
Larsen had another, more sinister |

"document,

with British home addresses.
.r . Centinued on page 3.
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It was a list of ANC §
members to be kidnapped: or killed, {
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