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THE SABC AND THE ELECTI ON: #aaf; $1? M

First of all permt ne to comend you on the Special Repof El Khmtt -
on the Draft of the Independent Medi a eConmi ssion Bil

publ i shed on 2nd August 1993.

| would like to respond to Section 17 in particular regarding
Party el ection broadcasts: , -’

As you know the Board of the SABC at its neeting on August 4
took a nunber of firmdecisions on its role in the upcom ng

el ection canpaign and | quote fromthe statenment issued on

the sane day: "

"The SABC will do all inits power to ensure the integrity of
the election and its outcone in the mnds of all South
Africans" -- (Statenent attached).

To this end the Board was al so unani nous that there should be
open access to political parties in order to permt themto
put their views forward to the electorate wthout any
editorial control

Wth reference to Section 17 of the.draft bill, we concur
with the section as a whol e. Regardi ng sub-section 17 (3)

we woul d wel come the opportunity of consultation both with
your commttee, and eventually also with the |Independent
Medi a Conmi ssion and its | BA.



On access for political parties to state their own cases on

national TV and radio, we would like to discuss with you the
opportunities and the pitfalls in extending open airtine to

political parties and politicians.

This will include the follow ng:

3%

3%

VWi ch body will regulate such broadcasts?

Wi ch parties will qualify?

On what basis will they qualify?

Can a distinction be drawn between | arger and snaller
parties? ,

On what basis, as no electoral record exists?

In what order?

At what frequency?

At what tinme of day?

On what service?

What tinme allocation?

How wi Il the formation of coalisions affect airtine-
awarded to the nenber parties of such electora

al liances?

Shoul d only policy statenments be permtted?

Shoul d attacks on political opponents be pernitted?

If yes, should there be a right to reply?

If yes, how soon so as not to upset the order of

appear ances of conpeting parties awaiting their rightfu
turn?

Who shoul d produce the individual party contributions?y
Woul d an unfair balance not exist if the richer parties
are able to have their contributions produced by expert
agenci es?

Shoul d the SABC provide nore than airtime?

Should it provide the infrastructure?

The production staff?
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In consideration of all the above:

i Who pays for party broadcasts?

h Does the state conpensate the SABC for the scostv of -
airtinme?

h Does the state conpensate the SABC for |oss of

advertising i ncome?

h What will rival private broadcasters obligations be?

In view of the Negotiating Council’s viewthat "free

transm ssion tinme be set aside", discussion on the above
questions are a matter of urgency .

Wth reference to Section 18 of the EXaft Bill, we would like
to address your committee on the criteria for party politica
advertising. It is our contention that an adaptation of the
Advertising Standards Authority (ASA) Code can serve as a

di scussi on paper.

Furthernmore the SABC woul d need clarification on

t Whether in fact political advertising will be pernmitted
on Radi o and Tel evi si on?
h If, so will standard rates apply?

h What will the position be regarding private radio
stations? | 3

h If not on radio or television, what will the position be
regardi ng print and the denial of advertising income to
the el ectronic nedi a?

h What will the case be in ternms of ivoter education
programes presented as informati on advertisements if
the state or the TEC is the source?

i Should their be a nonatary linmt set on production
costs? ;

a The same questions as in the case of party election
broadcasts apply pertaining to the rules that will be
applied to political advertising.

Regardi ng sections 20 and 21 as far as it refers to the
el ectronic nmedia presents no problemto the SABC.
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The SABC Board decision to appoint an internal Onbudsman and
establish a nonitoring nechani smshoul d be seen as
conplimentary to the grievance resol ving nechani sns provided
for in the draft bill of the Independent Media Commi ssion

It is our firmbelief that the internal SABC nechani sns which
are to be established to deal with public conmplaints, wll

of fset nmuch of the workload of the Independent Media

Conmi ssion -- both in terns of the expected vol une of
conplaints that come with any heated political environnment
and in terns of expediting the solutions to valid conplaints
i mredi ately.

W would like to nmeet with your conmittee to discuss these
matters at your earliest convenience.

Yours sincerely



