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Preface & Acknow edgenents

Background to the Project

I n Decenber 1991, the Indian Ccean Centre for Peace Studies
brought together an outstandi ng panel of scholars to assess the
prospects for a peaceful transition to a new constitutional order
in South Africa. The timng was deliberate. The Codesa tal ks
had just begun and there was a general consciousness that the
cul minati on of the process mght be just around the corner. One
of the nobst tantalizing prospects available to such a gathering
was to see how historical perspectives could help illumnate
events that are still unfolding. In addition to the historians
present, the panel included individuals fromother disciplines
who have worked at one tinme or another at unravelling the
nmeani ng of past events. Al were acutely aware of the pitfalls
lying in wait for those who attenpt to nake historical judgnents
on the basis of fragnentary evidence. At the same time, there
was general agreement that historians have inportant insights to
of fer now. The business of providing the best possible academ c
interpretations for current events nmust wait until archives now
closed to public view disgorge their secrets.

The contributors hoped, for all sorts of reasons, that the
framework for negotiating a new South African constitution
woul d be worked out before this book appeared. Initial euphoria
was tenpered by the shock of Boi patong. Wile contributors’
spirits have ebbed and fl owed as events have unfol ded, we have
tried hard to produce sonething without a 'use by’ date stanped
on the cover. For that reason roomwas left for sone of the
papers to be nodified as events unfolded. Although this is not a
book of prophecy, it may | end some assistance to prophets.
Those who want to predict where a projectile will land need to
know its trajectory fromthe point of launch. In South Africa the
air is thick with all sorts of lethal projectiles, some of which were
| aunched a very long tine ago.

Vi
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The ANC and Bl ack Workers

Peter Linb

I nt roduction

Characterization of the ANC as petit-bourgeois is all too
conmon in scholarly witing. This inage deserves to be
guestioned. It cannot be denied that the ANC had elite or

m ddl e-cl ass el ements. However, alnobst fromits inception it
had an i nportant worker constituency that grew with the
passage of tine. In 1918-20, and again in 1928-30, ANC | eaders
noved to the left and expressed solidarity with black worker
struggles, and by the 19403 there was a slowy increasi ng worker
menber shi p of Congress. Even in the intervening periods,

i ncluding a period of stagnation in the 19305, there were
consi derabl e visible and invisible threads binding the ANC and
wor ki ng people. This chapter uses exanples drawn from severa
peri ods and fromthe lives of notable individuals to show how
African workers and the ANC related to each other. It also
shows that black workers were frequently presented with a

di  emma: the ANC seened to offer sone prospect of relief from
race-defined oppression, but often appeared little able, or at

times willing, to nobilize workers.
284
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The nore overt concern for workers shown by ANC | eaders of

the 19405 had its roots in earlier tinmes. The ANCin its first
decade nay have adopted resolutions in keeping with the
aspirations of blacks in general, and even of African workers in
particular, but it remained small, weak in resources, and w t hout
an effective nation-w de apparatus.1 Hence nmany African

wor kers probably sinply did not know nuch, if anything, about
Congress. This should be qualified by the fact that npbst urban
Africans (except miners in conpounds) lived in close proximty

to each other, and that the identity of Congress, once established
in a location, could easily spread, especially by oral nmeans and
by tapping inherited traditions. Govan Meki recalls that:

VWhen I ngindi (ANC) was forned, all strata of African society took
part: the mddle class led by the intellectuals, the peasantry
represented by chiefs and their amaphakathi Icouncillorsl, and the
wor ki ng cl ass consisting of the then urbanized Africans before
1920 ...the working class took an active part. The presence, of men
like Letanka arrested in a workers’ strike in 1917, in the
executive cannot be ignored.

He recollects that in 1923 lat the age of 131 he attended South
African Native National Congress neetings and concerts anong
peasants in the southern Transkei. While acknow edgi ng that

the | eadership of Congress was provided by intellectuals, Mek
maintains, 'it was a people' s organization . .. we rmust not allow
weaknesses of organization to obscure this fact’. Congress itself
was the product of diverse regional branches, sone, such as the
Transvaal Congress, nore nmilitant than others.

The ANC by 1928-30 was capabl e of attracting thousands of

people to nass rallies, such as those in Decenber 1929 organi zed
by the Western Cape branch, or in Johannesburg in 1928 for AN C
Presi dent Josiah Gumede on his return fromthe Soviet Union

Canpai gns agai nst passes continued. Abant hu-Bat ho, the

Congr ess newspaper, continued to support workers rights and
Garveyismuntil its demise in 1931. But from 1931-36, the nadir

of the ANC, according to Peter Walshe, it turned away from nass
actions, 'drawing its executives and the proportion of its
menbers fromthe new "mddle class’". Although radicals were
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at this time frustrated at ANC noderation, going so far as
declaring the body dead, (and there is plenty of evidence to
sustain this view, they frequently acknow edged the strength of
its heritage. 2

John CGomas, a working tailor and SACP activist, saw the

ANC and | CU as having been 'two nighty mass organi zati ons of

the non- European masses’, that at their mlitant best awakened
mass support, now | acking | eaders with 'the experiences and
tradition of struggle of the international working class’, but
capabl e of being re-built. Al though hostile to refornm sm Gonmas
acknow edged the ANC as a mmss organi zation, and clearly

thought it had a future.3 By its 1938 conference, the ANC was
payi ng greater attention to black workers’ demands. Dr. AB

Xuma, ANC President-General 1940-48, had al ready taken an
interest in social and working conditions in the 30's, contributing
to conmi ssions on health, wages and |iving conditions, giving
detail ed anal yses of the role of cheap | abour and discrimnation

agai nst bl ack workers, noting that ’'because of |low wages . . . the
wi fe was sonetinmes driven to resort to illegiti mte nmeans of

suppl enenti ng wages - such as illicit liquor traffic' .4

ANC nenbers continued to keep alive those synbols of

resi stance capable of politically uniting blacks - land, historica

traditions, the ANC inage itself. Alfred Xuma told a Mend
Menorial meeting in Johannesburg in 1939 that the 1913 Land

Act had | eft ’hundreds of thousands of Africans . . . honel ess,

| andl ess, nobneyl ess and hopel ess’. Land was a mmj or synbol,

and it was closely linked to nationalism But interest in |abour
i ssues was al so noticeabl e anongst bl ack political figures. To
sone it was obvi ous:

To us Africans the chief ’'col our problem is the problem of

di scrimnation. The spear-thrust of the whole canpai gn of

discrimnation is economic . . . The African is undernourished and

di seased because he is ignorant ; he is ignorant because he has not
the noney to go to school . . . cannot bargain his |labour in the open
mar ket . 5

The evi dence of JB Marks is paradoxical, for it both confirnms and
deni es ANC effectiveness. Marks, the son of an African railway
worker, led a strike as a student teacher, was banned from
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teaching in 1931 due to political activities, beconming a full-tine
uni on, SACP and ANC activist. He joined the ANC in 1928. He
estimated, in a 1964 interview, that the ANC had reached its

nadir in 1935, and that it was not until 1937 that there were
definite attenpts made to revive its remants. Meetings were

call ed up and down the country, with strong support shown for

the ANC, even in small dorps and villages: 'The AN C had a very
very wi de influence, even at the tinme when it was dead, literally
dead. It had a very strong ideol ogi cal influence’ . Touring the
Orange Free State and Transvaal to give the nessage that

Congress had 'cone back’, he noted there 'wasn't mnuch

difficulty' in getting this across, and little opposition from chiefs.
It is possible sone of this ANC 'tradition’ included nenories of
the ICU or other groups. At this time in the provinces Congress
tackl ed | ocal grievances such as passes, |land and pernits, taking
up court cases, yet there was no concrete policy and the ' ANC

had very little to do with the trade union novenent. Up to very
late. | think it conmes to the 405 where they convened a conference
and conceded the plight of 300,000 African workers. At the tine
they were not dealing with trade uni ons!6 The Conference of
African Leaders, which convened to revive the ANC in 1937

el ected the comuni st JB Marks its secretary, and leftists such as
Edwi n Mof ut sanyana and Gert Sibanda pl ayed an increasingly

active role in regional ANC affairs. Hi dden anongst the verbi age
of the Annual Congress was a grow ngi nterest in the burgeoning
urban wor ker constituency of Congress.

1940- 46

I ncreasi ng urbani zation, and industrialization, begun in the 30’s
with steel foundries and engineering plant, accelerated in Wrld
War |1I. This stinulated greater African proletarianization, rising



inflation, and | ow wages, as well as harsh industrial and soci al
| egi sl ati on which precipitated | arge-scale African worker strike
actions in the 405. The ANC-worker relationship was here at its
nost problematic. Sonme workers clearly did not see the

organi zation as relevant to work issues. Mreover, 'noderate’
ANC | eaders could be expected to be especially reticent about
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support of strikes during a Wrld War. Some strikes were

organi zed and | ed even without formal unions _ such as the

1942 power workers’ strike. Kin-ethnic based groups nay have
supplied the social 'cenent’ for these actions, as Dunbar Modie
and Baruch Hirson suggest, though industrial discipline, shared
wor k experience and associ ated bondi ng of workers can also aid
united action. Those (formally) ’unorgani zed’” workers such as
donestics and farm |l abourers, as well as the majority of workers
who were sinply not unionized, left fewrecords and their
attitudes to the ANC are only rarely glinpsed.

The 19405 were marked by wi despread urban protests over

i ssues such as housing and bus fares. Over 70,000 Africans took
part in squatter novenents which established shanty towns at
Olando in 1944, and at Al bertsville in 1945. Large-scal e bus
boycotts took place, with sone invol verent by($ACP and ANC
figures, but often led by residents or other political identities.
Hi gh | abour turnover in factories and very | ow wages

contributed to increased activity of criminal gangs, which, whil st
often apolitical and difficult to organize, sonetimes liaised with
the ANC - political gang-leaders nobilized in Benoni for the

Defi ance Canpaign in 1952.7 Strikes and boycotts may have

made sonme noderate African nationalists feel unconfortable,

but could still be of some use to the ANC cause if solidarity was
expressed.

African Mners, their Union, the "46 Strike, and the ANC

The begi nnings of the first real mass trade union for South Africa’s
bl ack miners was a small event - so small that history records
very little about it, save that the initiative canme froma neeting of
the Transvaal African National Congress Executive in 1941.8

ANC witers can, with sone justification, claimthat the

organi zati on was, together with the SACPW responsible for the
creation of the African M ne Wrkers’ Union (AMA), whose

foundi ng conference in August 1941 was arranged with the aid

of both the Transvaal AN C and t heLSAg/ Janes Majoro (SACP);

Gaur Radebe (ANC/ SACB) and SP Mat seke, Chairman of the

Transvaal ANC were prom nent. Edw n Mof utsanyana (ANC/

SACP) stated that 'the mnes are the starting point and backbone
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of the national novenent’.9 The Committee to Organi ze African

M newor kers, formed in 1941, which nade representations to the
government that led to the Lansdowne Commi ssion on Native

M ne Wages, regarded itself as representing the ANC, and

conveyed to Prine Mnister Snuts a resolution fromthe August

m newor kers conference (called by the Transvaal ANC)

protesting 'against the exclusion of African M ne Workers from
the cost of living allowance’ and | ow wagesw

Xuma, endeavouring to incorporate the views of African

m ners and mine clerks, addressed the 1943 Lansdowne

Conmi ssion on behalf of the ANC, forthrightly stating that
Congress experience that nmany conmm ssions were sinply a

device to 'quiet public clamour for certain reforns’, and that the
terns of the inquiry served "to protect, and to entrench the
position of, the Gold Mning Industry and the European m ne
workers’. The latter 'in his relation to the African mne worker, is
nore a capitalist than a worker’'. He presented detailed statistics
on the | abour force, causes of its poverty and social ills, argued
that "we . . . do not believe that sone nust enjoy the creamlot the
gold industry) while others get only skimmlk’, and then rel ated
these facts to the political exclusion of Africans. The ANC cal | ed
for abolition of the conpound system increased wages, repeal of
anti -l abour | aws, and recognition of the AMAU. ' Conditions of
African m ne workers can never be what they should be unti

they have a recogni zed and regi stered trade union and the M nes

8: Works Act, the Native Labour 8: Regul ati ons Act and the Pass
Laws have been repeal ed’. Xuma has been portrayed as the ’'chief
notivator’ of AN C resurgence. He hel ped introduce a nore
centralized structure and conci se constitution to ensure the AN C
became nore than an annual neeting. He presented evi dence, or
represented Africans, to nunerous conm ssions, including the
Lansdowne and Smit conmittees. During 1946-1947, Xuma



rejected governnent offers of union recognition excluding
mners and farm workers, as a deliberate denial of ’'fundanenta
rights of workers, nanely collective bargaining .11 Wat is

i nportant here is not that Xumm, by occupation a doctor, was not
a worker, but that politically the ANC was allying itself with
wor ker s.

3/ IB Marks had not been involved with the union at the start,
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K
but becane President after Radebe. The committee forned to
establish the union was an 'absolutely independent (fromthe
ANC) body’ according to Marks. Although the ANC ' suppOted
(AMAU work in 1944-51 . . . there was no direct |iaison, except
that anytime | wanted speakers to go to a neeting . . . they would
have AN C speakers there’'. Xuma al so supported the AMAU. ' he
did on nore than one occasi on cone to address our conferences

| think it had the full support’ of the ANC. On the other hand,
Marks insists that the Council of Non-European Trade Uni ons
CNETU, had nothing to do with the ANC. 12 The ANC had co:
operated with CNETU, the latter noted, 'but the lack of finance
and sufficient staff . . . makes it inpossible to cope’.13
There is sone evidence of comunication between Xuna
and the AMAU. I n 1942 secretary Janes Majoro wote to Xunma
i ssuing an appeal for aid, as the |arge nunber of conplaints were
handled in 'spare tine, we have no paid official’. Xuma also
corresponded with mine I abourers and clerks, witing in June
1943 to Enoch N ozal a requesting information on mner housing,
conpounds, ’'sex perversions’, famly separation, wages and
recruiting, for the ANC s Lansdowne submi ssi on. m The
venerabl e doctor nmmintained a healthy interest in nminers, even if
he was not given to taking part in radical strikes. Addressing the
Lansdowne Conmi ssion Xuma outlined the history of the ANC
and stated that its ains included to 'protect and raise the status
of the African people in all spheres’. Mners faced del eterious
social and health effects of conpound life, and 'starvation wages’
tempted sonme to "traffic with their bodies’. 15
Organi zers of the African trade unions expressed the w sh
not to appear to be in 'conflict in any way’ or to usurp 'any of the
functions’ of the ANC in the novenent for recognition of the
uni ons, according to Mchael Scott. Paying greater attention to
tmers was al so perhaps stinulated by a growing intellectua
interest in miners and their world by African literati. Dhlono
and B.W Vilikazi (died 1947) had begun to wite of the mines in
the 305; Peter Abrahans’ M ne Boy (1946) was a pioneering
literary analysis of black miners’ lives.15
Escal ating prices, wages nore or |ess static since 1900, food
shortages, and frustration sparked a major mne strike of
bet ween 70-100, 000 Rand mi ne workers in August 1946. Mbodie
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suggests that izibonda (roomleaders in the mne conpounds)
were responsi ble for nuch of the coordination of conmpound
actions, especially on the East Rand. 17 One miner, Palama Lel osa,
recounts his experience of how enployer attitudes, the return of
white mners fromthe war and the consequent denotion of
bl acks influenced his decision to join the strike:
VWhat | ex ed was that sonething woul d be done with it, to
show t hat had proved to be a faithful servant during the tinme of
the difficulties (warl. But this wasn't done. Instead | was denoted
on nmy job without any increment. | felt that now if people should
suffer even when they had done their best under conditions that
were trying, that because | amblack | nust be neglected. That is
why | joined the 1946 strike. 13
VWhat was the attitude of the miners to class and nationa
struggl es? Walter Sisulu states that in his opinion he and ot her
mners in the 30's did not know abouttheANG It'is |likely that
many shared this ignorance. ex? is a prine case of AN C | eaders
bei ng portrayed as 'petit-bourgEois’. Xuma is accused by I-lirson
of lack of enthusiasmfor the 1946 strike and of failing to attend
mass neetings. Xuma, who had the year before addressed union
conferences, did try and neet with Marks, only to find him
arrested. But the ANC was not sinmply Xuma, and ot hegggenbers
besi des Marks were involved in the strike. The ationa
Executive omrmittee nmet during the strike, with Xuma in the
chair, nmag. gathering which included trade unionists Dan
Tl oone, Gaha Makabeni and CGosani. The call of the AMAU for
all Africans to assist was noted, Xuma stating ' Congress was a
nati onal novenent fighting side by side with African trade
unions for the status of all Africans’. Another neeting on 26



August, after the strike, agreed to give the union financial aid.19
Moodi e suggests that the union delayed the strike for one week

to nobilize supporters in the SACP "and ANC to print and

distribute leaflets, and Meli notes that "a crucial role was played

by CP and ANC nenbers . . . who went out night after night to
distribute union leaflets landl . . . because of this work, the strike
kept spreading’. On the other hand, inside the mines, Modie has

shown that, at |east on the East Rand, it was the isibonda that
nmobi | i zed m ners. The ANC annual conference in Decenber
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1946 passed an unopposed notion by Cele "for the fallen men in
the African Mne Strike', and another for the 'fallen wonen of
Springs’.

The fact that ANC and uni ons were ’'organizationally

di stinct, each with separate nmenbership, |eadership and
interests’, should not be seen as unusual. They had different
raisons d etre. If the ANC had been nore closely involved it
conld’ have been accused of dom nation. What is inportant is
that cooperation between the two groups did increase, that

wor ker menbership of the ANC i ncreased, and that the strike

accel erated these processes. Marks, asked about the | evel of ANC
support for the union, stated:

No, there was no support. Just because of not having been oriented

towards the trade (unionl novement . . .1 didn't keep them well
i nfornmed. There was not a regular report as to what devel opnents
were taking place in the trade union field . . . they also had to rely

Just on the atnobsphere that was created.

Yet once the strike was on, the SACP 'were on the spot and so
with the menbers of the ANCit was all hands on deck . . . they
were all there’. Marks seens to be saying that the ANC was not
involved in union affairs, but expressed solidarity in struggle.
Characterization of the ANC as sinplyx’' mddle class’ nust cone
to terms with these facts,

A Worker- ANC Di al ogue? Some Case Studies

34

The ANC s 194 African C ainms was drawn up by a committee of
twenty-eight, including Xuma, Rev. Janes Cal ata, busi nessman

Bal oyi, journalist R chard Godl o, and the radi cals Kotane, Mdeki
Mof ut sanyana and Makabeni. It spoke of the right of self-
determ nation of Africans in the face of ithe peculiar
circunstances of a politically-entrenched European mnority

ruling a majority non-European population’. It also called for
better |abour, welfare and housing conditions, for peace, a Bill of
Ri ghts, a comon voters roll, full femal e ANC nenbership

equal pay, a mninum wage, and union recognition. Xunma's

preface referred to the ANC as 'the nmass liberati on novenent’. 20

The AN C by now was ' profoundly influenced by their economc
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envi ronnent and responded to the wi despread frustrations | and
recogni zedl African emanci pation involved nore than the

organi zation of the "middle class’. . . Vigorous trade unions were
recogni zed as an essential nmeans to a just wage structure and a
vital support for the nag nmal t novement’ .21 ANC strategy now

| argely coincided witl-K CP$A and union poliejes,tjacilitating
ANC-wor ker unity. Wirkeis active insthe ANC SACP/ or unions

now had no maj or ideol ogi cal obstacles toknuni’'ted action,

al t hough anti-communi sminfluenced the ANCYL until the late

405. Already by 1945 the ANC had declared that it was:

Looked u n . . .by the broad masses of the African people as a

Nati onal iberation Movenent . . . It is hightine it is realized that
our struggle . . . is tw fold, not only are we nationally oppressed
but we are also econonically oppressed . . . It is, therefore, of prine
i mportance that the African National Congress should take up the
dual oppression as a whole, marching side by side with the African
Trade Unions . . .The Afrims and their Trade Unions have no

senbl ance of denocratic rights . . .That being the case we are
inclined to think that the nost inportant field is the ' | NDUSTRI AL
ARENA' wherein African Trade Uni ons have been, and are

waging a fairly promsing light Ibutl fight as an isolated group. It
is, therefore, incunmbent upon the IANCI to co-operate with the

Trade Unions and fight the issue as a whole . . . to foster a spirit of
nati onal consci ousness ; and to propagate the necessity of al
Africans in industry to join Trade Unions and the Nationa

noverment. Congress and the Trade Uni ons nmust march toget her

They are nerely different aspects of one and the same novenent

and objective. Al Trade Unionists nmust becone nmenbers of

Congress so that we can have a Labour Governnent in the African

Nati onal Congress. (enphases addedl.n

This is a remarkabl e docunent in several respects. It was issued

in an official National ANC bulletin in 1945, four years before the



1949 program and one year before the miners’ strike. It
specifically identified unions as the nost inportant field of
work. It was possibly witten by Dan '1’loome; it had earlier
appeared as a nmenorandumto Xuma under his nane, although

it may have been a joint work. However, it is inconceivable that
Xuma did not know or approve its contents. Here is clear

evi dence that inportant ANC | eaders identified closely with the
wor ker s.

/ H E Dhlonmo noted that 'of recent years the political struggle
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M

has been given a new i npetus by organi zed African | abour

today the African is turning to the weapon of economics. . . for to
himit is a question of survival’'. The way in which black workers

and uni ons approached ANC | eaders al so shows the dose
interrelationship felt by both sides. CR Masekela, Secretary of the
Bantu Trai ned Nurses Association wote to ZK Matthews of the

ANC and Natives Representative Council nenber, about

di scrimnation agai nst black nurses. Martin Ncayo of Craddock

enpl oyed by the Railways, wote that:

We bl acks, work 10 hours a day while Europeans... take turns in
resting at our expense. . . W have no holidays . .. if you feel unwell
and stay away fromwork, you are imredi ately dismssed... W

have no houses in which to live... We live in tin shanties... W

don’t know what pay we can get per hour. We can not ask any
guestions for fear of being dism ssed?

Had he first contacted the union, or was that considered
dangerous? Way then wite to an ANC/ NRC | eader unl ess

workers felt the ANCin' sone way represented their interests?

Al bert Luthuli had worked as a teacher, and in 1950 drew
attention to legislative barriers to African workers "limted by
state |l egislation and general attitudes of racial prejudice to the
category of unskilled worker’, disadvantaged fromthe start by
poor nutrition and | ow wages which barely covered famly
expenditure. This sort of awareness of industrial issues by
nationalist |eaders of the AN C has been given too little attention
The 1949 AN C Program of Action referred explicitly to the need
for 'consolidation of the industrial organization of the workers
for the inprovenent of their standard of living .24

In 1952 the Defiance Canpai gn was | aunched and the ANC

was agai n nmovi ng anongst workers, but this tinme on a much

| arger scale. The nass approach resulted in a swelling of

Congress ranks, froman estinated 7,000 to 100,000, particularly
in the Eastern Cape where nenbership was put at 60, 000. Port

Eli zabeth Africans called for a general strike, and at the regiona
conference of the ANC at New Brighton in 1952, with del egates
representing 30,682 nmenbers, condemmed the City Council for
suppressing African unions and the ANC. Walter Sisulu

addressed Port Elizabeth ANC supporters in 1954, stressing the
v.5" a...,._...,-t e . A
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pi votal role of black workers:

There is no need for me to tell you about the disabilities of the
African people. You know that thousands are arrested every week

under the notoriQus pass laws . . . living below the bread | eve
because of lowwages . . . W say to the Mnister that the |ovely
hones, the schools . . . of the Euro n children . . . are al npbst

entirely due to the sweat and toil of the African worker.

Born in 1912, in a poor rural famly, Sisulu stands apart from
many of the inner core of ANC | eaders. He had neither higher
education nor professional credentials. He | eft school at age 15 to
work in the mines, cutting rock bel ow ground, and in kitchens
and bakeries, before being sacked for |eading a bakery strike. At
28 he joined the ANC, apparently after hearing AB Xuma speak

He becane pronminent in the Youth League, and in 1949 was

el ected as ANC Secretary-Ceneral. He recalls the I1CU and
Garveyi st Wellington novenents, strong in the Eastern Cape, as

at "the first tinme that political ideas began to work in ny mnd

during the Wellington period linked with . . . Garvey' . Persona
resent ment agai nst the pass |aws strengthened his radica
nationalist beliefs: 'I think the thing which pushed me, nore than

anything else, is the question of the pass laws _ that irritated me
right fromthe beginning’ . However, when a gold mner on the

Rand, he and other miners generally did not know about the

ANC, indicating its renmoteness, or inaccessibility, to the world of
m ners. Yet lack of education was not an obstacle to class or

nati onal consci ousness:

VWen | was fired frommy job as a baker’s "boy', it was not
necessary for nme to read a book to understand that what | was
experienci ng was national oppression. Wen | was assaulted on



the job, I did not need a degree to know that this was gross injustice
we did not accept the history that was taught to us. | renmenber

in standard one being taught that Shaka was a nurderer. But this

was not what we understood fromthe | esson. Qur understanding

was that he united the Zulu people. 25

A few nonths later, along with other ANC | eaders, he was

banned. 'Despite all this', he wote, (the) 'movenctnt is grow ng

in strength, gaining new adherents and reaching new | evel s of

ef fecti veness’. Nel son Mandel a asserted trade uni on and worker
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rights, noting 'ties between the working people and the Congress
have been greatly strengthened , urging menbers 'if you are not
al l owed to have your neetings publicly, then you nust hold

them over your machines in the factory, on the trains and

buses’ .26 There is thus evidence of grow ng worker-ANC

di al ogue.

Sone African wage earners were notivated to join the ANC

by their work experiences.27 Alfred Nzo qualified as a health

i nspector in 1951, the sane year that he joined the ANC. 'As a
health inspector | was brought face to face with the conditions
under which the African people lived, and having known t hat
there was an organi zati on which concerned itself with their
suffering, | becane a nenber’. Mary Ranta had been a herd-girl,
then a "tea lady’ at the Pretoria mnt, and a typist for the African
Iron and Steel Workers Union in 1946, becom ng a union

organi zer in 1949. The previ ous year she had joi ned the ANC,
apparently after watching a huge Congress denonstration. This
may have led her to become an active unionist. A comopn

sl ogan of the period, popul arized by Luthuli, but preceding him
was for every unionist to join the ANC, and vice versa.

Wil f Sachs’ psycho-portraits of John Chavafanbira, an

African nyanga (doctor) who turned. to political activismafter
experiencing deep alienation, and Tshakada, a well-educated
clerk, describing himself as a | New African’, show how office
wor kers and others were swept up in the mass novenent.
Politicizcd by the 1945 Johannesburg bus boycott Chavafamnbira

"was no nore nerely a nyanga . . . |lhel had becone an effective
propagandist . . . addressed small groups’, and joined the
protests of Manza, whilst Tshakada attended SACP and ANC
nmeetings.

In some cases unionismcan clearly be identified as a reason

for people to affiliate thenselves to the ANC. Eric M shal
became a factory worker in the Lion matches factory in Durban
and was active in canpaigns on behalf of the Freedom Charter.
Mshali was a dock worker in Durban fromthe early fifties, at
age 18, joining the dockers’ union after encouragerment by the
radical WIlson Cele. He recalls that 'on the docks there were

I ndi an workers, but it was mainly African unions on the docks at

the time. But in Durban there is . . .a big group of the Indian
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very active and revol utionary’.
He did not imediately join a union on the docks, and adds
that it was not strikes that determ ned his early politica

consci ousness but the personal role of Cele. "Wen | joined the
unions it was through this conrade and he was the one who
shaped my political thinking . . . he was ny political nmentor’

When first introduced
to ANC politics, it did not agpeal to me, because it was speaking of
freedomwhich was a little it far fromny roblens as a worker
alittle bit abstract . . . as a trade unionist thought ny problens
were going to be solved i mediately because it neans going to the
boss, asking for higher wages, better conditions of work . . . But
with the encouragenment and education that | got fromthis
contrade . . .and of course with Oth rylater, it becane clear to ne
that trade unionismwas not a soluti to the problens of South
Africa. It was at that tinme that | decided to join the ANC. It was
1953, | think, or 1954.

He joined the Cernont branch, 'a very big one and . . . mainly
working class . . .it was not very difficult to organize the AN C in
Cl ernont because the sane people . . . we were organizing to

join the ANC were the same workers |Iwhol were in the unions’.

Luthuli was also an inportant influence. Though he

was a Christian . . . he had extraordinary qualities of conbining
Christians and Communi sts, workers and other sections of the

popul ation. | remenber his call . . . that every ANC nenber nust

be a trade unionist, and every trade unionist nust be a menber of

the ANC, and he went on to say SACI'U is the spear and ANC is

the shield. And that call . . . did not only help to build the ANC, but
SACI" Uas well. It also cemented the relationship between ANC



and SACT U to an extent that you can hardly find a person, even

those days, who would say |I'’ma nenber of the ANC, a worker but

not a trade unionist, or that |"ma trade unionist but I’mnot in the
ANC' .

Mar k Shope, born in 1919, a herd-boy in Letaba village near

Tzaneen in the northern Transvaal, son of a rail worker,

supported his famly fromthe age of seven until all the famly
cattle died during the depression. He recalls 'we used to make

our living by going al ong picking bones along the river . . . and
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then you get a packet of mealie neal’. He 'had no chance of

goi ng to school’ and began working as a farm | abourer, earned

3/ 6 a nonth, picking oranges and watering oranges trees, then as
a kitchen worker. He took part in his first strike at the age of

si xteen, and worked in the gold m nes from 1935- 39,

experiencing the 'ruthless regi nented” conpounds and

i ndunas,with no conpl aints avenue. Shope then worked in the

rail ways, and for the Johannesburg City Council in 1940. In 1941
he was enpl oyed as a nessenger in the Director General of War
Supply. After the war he was a | aundry worker, becom ng an

organi zer for the Laundry Workers Union, then union chairman

in 1952, the sane year that he was inspired by the Defiance
Canpaign to join the ANC, |ater becom ng General Secretary of
SACTU. This was the sanme period, and appears to be the sane

sort 9f. 199 ifa,.t.i @ that influenced Mabooe, as noted" above.
Shope was in a nne strike'in 1935 "but it didn't nmean anything
tone’. By the tinme of a laundry strike in May 1946, and the

m ners’ strike of August, 'for the first time | becane aware of
what was happening . . . beginning to understand . . . what life is
all about and he recalls attending the mners’ strike neeting. H's
awakeni ng was probably related to the radical politica

traditions of the laundry union, but he states that it was 'only
after the Nationalist Party cane to power that npst peopl e began
to realize that now we are faced with a real enemy and we nust
"ght’ .

Thi s suggests that strikes, per se, do not necessarily

precipitate a change in political consciousness, but that it is the
interaction of political forces with" economic struggles that are
nore |ikely to induce changed thinking. Al though nore

advanced, nore politically conscious sections of the |abour
novermrent may have been aware of the gambits of Smuts and the
creation of false consciousness about union recognition anongst
Africans, it took a major political shock to rouse |arge nunbers.
Al t hough Shope’s evidence may well be coloured by a desire to
justify the Congress Alliance, his recollection is that:

Fromthe trade union point of view, the African trade unions, since
their very inception in 1919 . . . have never found thensel ves
separated fromthe main political, or imediate, goal, that is of
joining hands with the ANC. It is true that at certain stages, the ICU
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was so popul ar anbng the people that it nearly overcl ouded (the
ANC), but as tinme went on there was this uestion of |ooking at the
struggl e of South Africa not only fromt e trade union point of

view but also fromthe national liberation struggle . . . the African
trade unions in South Africa had al ways found thensel ves on the
progressive side of the trade union novenent . . .ln the 19405

CNETU . . .always fought not only just for higher wages, better

wor ki ng conditions . . . it fought also for the freedom of our people,
that is, it was in line with the national |iberation novenent, the
African National Congress . . . W believe that the working class

has got a role to play in politics and . . . that in any struggle, or in
any revolution, the outcone . . . in history has always depended on

what role the working class is playing. Wiether it plays a passive

role . . . or ictxsalays a real political role . . . After all, what is politics

if its not fo that you have to eat, if its not the roof under which
you have to slee , the clothes you’ ve got, the education of the
children. These a ect the workers daily.

After finishing only prinmary school, John Nkadi neng, born in
Sekhukhunel and in 1925, was a domestic worker in Germ ston.
Becomi ng a factory worker in Johannesburg he lived in a hoste
and recalls where he read Roux’s Tinme Longer than Rope (1948)
He took a job in a tobacco factory where he experienced harsh
conditions and strikes, joining the Tobacco Wrkers’ Union in
1950, and, follow ng another strike for wages, the ANC : '| was
shop steward. W were vonmitted by our factory’. Qthers were
re-enpl oyed but he and the union secretary were arrested, and
then sacked in 1952. He becanme a CNETU organi zer, then first
Nati onal Organizer, and General Secretary of SAC ' U

Stephen Diamini, born in 1913, was at first a teacher, but as a
result of discrimnation left his teaching job and al so stopped



going to church. "When | left ny schooling, | becane a teacher
and then because of the exploitation of teachers and so on and so
forth, then | decided to go and work in a garage in Durban’. In
the 19305 he was selling petrol in the Transvaal and Free State.
Later he becane a factory worker in the textile industry, hel ping
create the African Textile Wbrkers’ Union, of which he was
eventual |y chairman. He was al so active in the Minicipal and
MI1ling Wrkers’ Union. In 1954 he was elected to the ANC

Nat al executive in 1954:

In fact | created the union and got the conrades in the industry
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together . . . a hard job, getting together, to fight the enpl oyers for
hi gher wages... W used to also hive |outl newspapers, arty
newspapers... |became a nmenber of the CP in Durban in 19 5

| stayed in the textile industry until | got to Robben Island, for 29

or 28 years.

He is clearcut on the relationship between workers and t he ANC,
in fact the workers were 100% behi nd the ANC, behind the

Defi ance Canpai gn, behind the Revolution, because they were
consci ous of the fact that there could be no freedom unl ess you
get rid of the bourgeoisie in South Africa’.

Ben Baartman joined the ANC the year after the 1946 m ne

strike, at the age of 23, while working in Wrcester. He suggests
there was flexibility in the ANC, that 'if you couldn't pay (dues),
you still got the (ANC) nenbership card’ . He | ater becane a
textile worker and joined the Textile Wrkers’ Industrial Union,
whi ch worked closely with the ANC. ' The ANC and TW U

didn’t have separate ways of working. You would find that the

| eaders in the trade union were also leaders in the ANC... In
Worcester you coul d not separate a trade unionist and an ANC
menber’ .

Anot her poorly educated worker was former herd-boy,

Greenwood Ngotyana, born in 1922, who did not pass standard

6 until aged 20. He later worked as a rail |abourer in Cape Town,
and organi zed for the Non-European Railway and Har bour

Workers’ Union. In 1951 he was assistant secretary of the
Western Cape ANC, as well as being secretary of the Cape

West ern Advi sory Boards and Vigilance Associ ations.

The list can be expanded- with case after case. Al pheus

Mal i ba, the son of a peasant, was born in 1901 in the northern
Transvaal , becanme a factory worker in Johannesburg in 1935 but
mai ntai ned close links with the rural areas. He founded the

Zout pansherg Cul tural Association and the rural sister-

organi zati on, Zoutpansberg Bal em Association. Joining the

_SACI Lin 1936 after contact with the party night school, he edited
Moof ol owo, the Venda | anguage section of | nkul ul ekoQHe was

al so a | eader of the ANC. Pious Mei, born in 1912, joined the
ANC in 1936, went on to becone a | eader of the African Textile
Workers’s Union and of the Natal ANC in the 19505. Peter

Nt hite, born 1929, son of a | abourer, worked as a driver after

[
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| eaving school, joining the ANC in the 1952 Defiance Canpai gn.
Concl usi on

Fromits inception, the devel opnent of the ANC has been

entwined with the aspirations of the black workers of South
Africa. Characterizations of the ANC | eadership as petit-
bourgeois do not tell the whole story. Wthout the support of
wor kers the ANCcoul d not have become a mass nmovenment. Its
aspirations todominate the political |andscaPe of 'the new South

Africa’ |ikew se dependon its continued ability to attract support
fromworkers. Aw,5, ,hs: . 41

Not es

1 The ANC was then the South African Native National Congress

( SANNC) .

See C Tim 17 Decenber 1929; P. Wl she. The Rise of Afrtcan

2 Natiorgleismin S oath Africa : the African National Congress 1912:1952
(London: Hurst. 1971), p. 243 ; P. ka 1. Sene, The fifrican Nationa
Con 5: Is it Dead? (s.n.:n.d. lca.19331) 1n Carter Kans

Col l ection (henceforth CKC), reel 14A, pp.51-4,h& ruhis Surion-t
Congress O ubs and Ensure Enmpl oynment’, K Ugntetghwa Ban 10

Noverber 1934,) in which he supports Congress Cubs to

"encourage all Native business enterprises (and) help the

Nati ve shopkeeper, the hawker and the pedlars ... The chefs WII

be able to get their notor cars nore cheaply we shouki always
renmenber that it is the duty of the Congress to. satisfy the



M nister of Native Affairs of our good intentions’. Little wonder
that radicals such as Glbert Coka gave the ANC a Wde berth at
this time; 1. G Coka, 'Congress Wash-Qut’, Unsebenzl 25 hug.
1934, counted 12 participants at one ANC conference sesswn ;
Unsebenzi 25 Apri 11930 ; Abantu-Batho 30 Apnl11931.

. 256-263. See . Gonmms, 100 Years of ’'Emanci pation . of

3 y$??535ash the Chainslof Slavery! (a Call to National 6! Scan!
Emanci pation) (Cape Town : CPSA , 1934), pp.5, 9, 15-16; D
Musson, johnny Gomas: Voice of the Wrhng C ass (Cape Town .
Buchu, 1989) pp. 88-94 ; R Alexander, 'Johnny Gomas as | Knew

H m, South African Labour Bulletin, 15 (1991): pp.80-83; J. Conss,
"Now How is this "G vilised Labour Policy’ to be Fought |,
Ursebenzi , 16 February 1935.



302

Peter Linb

A.B. Xuma, 'Bridging the Gap Between Wite 6: Black in South
Africa’, pasper presented to Conference of European & Bantu
Christian tudent Associations, Fort Hare, 27 June-3 July 1930
(Lovedal e : Lovedal e Press, n.d.): 'when one conplains Native
wages in the mnes are low one is, at once, told that the Native
m ner receives nore wages in kind However when the Native

wor ker becones a phthisis victim the wages in kind are never

i ncluded in conpensation’; Evidence to Native Economc

Conmi ssion, 22 May 1931, Xumm, Evidence G ven Before the

Kaf fir Beer Conm ssion, Septenber 1941 (5.1: n.d.), p.66Xunma

I

k Papers/(henceforth XP) reel 2 ; Africans were 'working fer the
same wage in cash or in kind as was paid my father sone fifty
years ago’, p.2. Xuna experienced the rigours of manual work
when a student in the U S.; 1. Burger, (Leo Marquardl, The Bl ack
Man’s Burden (London : Collancz, 1943), p.210.

Urindi we Nyanga 15 March 1939 ; speech of a 'Bantu del egate

to a Conference held at Adans College in Natal’ cited in CF.

M | es- Cadman, Socialismfor South Africa (Johannesburg: SA
Labour Party, 11941D, p.97.

I nterview by Sheridan Johns, April 1964, in CKC reel 2:XM42:94.
T. Moll, Did the Apartheid Econony "Fail'", |qumal.of Sout
Aftican Studies, 17 (1991), pp.271-291; CPSAfostE. 2for A I’
(n.d.); CPSAKTFeeroRI le Overflow (CPSA, n.d.), p.7-8 ,” By
1947/ 8 Africans’iri manufacturing conprised 308,0 , conpared

to 210,355 whites and 74, 795 ' Col oureds’. Nationw de they
conprised 47% of the total manufacturing, 88% of the mning

and 92% of the farming work force. Over all, urban Africans

were about 23.1% of the national African population in 1946, up
from12.5%in 1921: see Report of the Industrial Legislation
Conmi ssion of Enquiry (U C 62-51) (Botha Comm ssion), pp. 7-

11, 18; Union of South Africa. Popul ation Census, 7 May 1946, v. 1 p.
39. SB. Ngcobo, The Response of Africans to Industrial

Enpl oynment’ . Race Rel ations Journal, 21 (1954), pp.10-17 noted
an increase of urban African wonmen from 147,000 in 1921 to 357,
000 in 1936, and 642,000 in 1946. B. Hirson, Yours for the Union
(London: Zed. 1989), chapter 12; P. Bonner 'The Politics of Bl ack
Squatter Mywvenents on the Rand, 1944-1952', Radical Hi story

Revi ew, no.46/7 (1990), pp.89-1164)Features of the Gievances
Regardi ng the Passenger Transport Operating between

Al exandra Township 8: the City of Johannesburg: Specially
Presenting the Winen’s Case Is.n., n.d.l, in XP reel 10, al so noted
in Hrson, pp.13&41 ; A B. Xuma, Menorandum of Evi dence on

Behal f of the Residents of Al exandra Township 27 Septenber?

43, XP, reel 10.

Toussaint’, |pseudJ, A Distant Cap of Thunder (London:

The ANC and Bl ack Workers 303

10

11

12

13

14

I nkul ul eko, 1986), p.1.

F. Meli. South Africa Belongs to Us: a History of the ANC (London:
Currey. 1988), pp.103-4: 'the ANC played a crucial role in
establishing the union, with the active participation of a nunber
of communists’.

M Scott, A Tinme to Speak (London: Faber, 1958), p.115 ; Transvaal
African Congress, Circular letter of Gaur Radebe, Secretary for
M nes, 9 June 1941, re 'African M ne Wrkers’ in CKC reel 3B

2: DA21:41/1; letter of Conmittee to Organize African

M neworkers to Smuts, 12 Sept. 1941, signed by Radebe and A
Msi t shana, annexure B to AMAU Evi dence. XP reel 4; CR

Di anond, 1Afn' can Labour Problenms on the South African CGold M nes
with Special Reference to the Strike of 1946’°. MA. thesis, University
of Cape Town 1969, p.114.

A.B. Xuma, ANC, Evidence G ven Before the Native M ne Wages

Conmi ssion July 13 1943 on Behal f of the ANC, pp. 9-17,

XP reel 4 ; The interests of the ANC and the SACP in the mne



wor kers were not entine new although the vigour

uni oni zati on was pursued was unprecedented the

Transvaal ANC was ’'|less inclined towards parlianmentary

politics, partly because bl acks never had the vote in the
Transvaal and partly because the gold m nes were such an

overwhel ming reality for nost blacks'; W James, 1From

Segregation to Apartheid: Mners and Peasants in the Miking of a
Racial Order. South Africa 1930-1952’', Ph.D. University of Wsconsin,
1982, pp.64, 94-98; LP. Hendricks, 'From Mbderatien to

Mlitancy: a Study of African |eadership 6: Political Reactlons m
South Africa, 1936-1960', Ph.D., University of Mchi an, 1983, pp
3, 8-9; Xumm, Evidence to the Interde nental onmittee of

Enqui ry Concerning Economic, Healt & Social Conditions of

Africans in Uban Areas, 11 Cct. 1941, XP reel 6.

Notes of interview by 5. Johns, April 1964, pp. 12-13, in CKC ree
2: XM42:94. In an earlier interviewwth the | ate Cwnendol en

Carter, Marks stated that the union reached a naxi num of 20, 000
menbers, enroling nmenbers by the lights of police cars. AK

Brooks. 1From Class Struggle to National Liberation: the Comuni st
Party of South Africa, 1940 to 1950'. M A. thesis, Sussex Untversity.
1967, p.71 suggests the ANC was incapabl e of |aunchng the

AMAU al one.

ANC (Transvaal ). Report of the Provincial Secretary to the

Annual Provincial Conference, Sept. 29 - Cct. 1 1945, p. 2, in CKC
reel 313, 2:DA21 :30 / 3.

Letters: Majoro to Xuma, 30 May 1942, XP reel 3 ; Xuna to

Nj ozal a, 30 June 1943 ; reply by Nyozala 4 July 1943, XP reel 4,



Peter Linb

M

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

24

who estinmated a mner could only save 618 a year on their

current wage of 2/- per shift.

AB. Xuma, Evidence to the Natives M ne Wages Conmi ssion, in

X1l), reel 5. Xuma sent a formletter to African contacts regarding
m ne conditions. One reply was frominduna Dani el Denal ane of

the Robi nson Deep M ne, who on the question of sexuality

cl ai med ' every Shangaan youngster |eaving his fathefs hone to
work on the Mne is destined to be a "wife’ Faction fights have
been known to be caused by this filthy thing'; letter to Xuma, 25
June 1943, in XP. |eel5.

See letter Mchael Scott to Xuma, 3 Septenber 1943, XP reel 3; E.
GQunner,’'Literature and Apartheid’, in J. Lonsdale (ed.), South
174frxca zn Question? (London : Currey, 1988), pp.217-233, pp. 221-
T. Dunbar Moodie, "The Miral Econony of the Black Mners' Strike
of 1946," Journal of Southern African Studies, 13 (1986). pp.1-18, 33.
Interview, Apartheid, producer Brian |apping (G anada TV,

1986), with perm ssion (transcripts ICS archives).

Strike Bulletin of the AMALI , 4 (15 August 1946), pp.1l-2; Cape
TIMES 16 August 1946; Hirson, pp.178-9: Xuma 'was not a keen
supporter of trade unions and wanted funds for the ANC from

the Bantu Wel fare Trust, which had connections with the

Chanmber of Mnes’ (p.170) ; ANC. National Executive Wrking
Conmittee Mnutes, 13 August 1946, in S.M Ml ema Papers, |ICS
(MB42); Moodie, p.31. .

ANC. g 'gicgnggms (1943), pp. i-ii, 54, 9, 15-16. The ANC

Produ 80; 000’ & opi es of African O ains, costing 2160.15/ - ;

i nvoi ce 2 Septenber 1944, Xuma Papers, reel 8.

Wal she, pp.275-77, E4, 307, 320.

The ANC & the African Trade Unions’, ANC Bulletin, 119451, XP

reel 10 ; H rson, pp. 116, 121. See also, D. Tloone, The African
Nati onal Congress & African Trade Unions In.d.l handwitten

mel n’ gorandumto (AB. Xumal President- General ANC, in XP,

ree .

H I.E Dhlom, 'The African Artist & Society’, Ilanga |ase Natal '5
March 1949, in NW Visser (ed.), "HI.E Dhlomp: Literary

Theory & Criticismi, in English in Africa, 4 (1977), pp.71-72;;
letters to Z. K. Matthews 14 April 1944, 30 Decenber 1942, in zZK "
Mat t hews Papers |ICS Archives (M32) 8.1.1.

AJ. Luthuli, 'The Policy of the State in the Union of South Africa
Hrders the African from Making H s Full est Possible

Contribution to the Devel opment of the Country’, Mss. of

address to Pietermaritzburg City Parliamentary Debating

The ANC and Bl ack Workers 305

26

27

Society, 25 Septenber 1950, pp.7-8, in Luthuli Papers ; statenent
by G Mamane, D. W Bopape, Bloenfontein, 17 Decenber 1949

in H Joseph, If This Be Treason (London: Deutsch, 1963), pp.185-7.
Wal she, p . 402-3 ; Advance, 6 Novenber 1952 ; Speech Delivered

by WM isulu, Secretary-Ceneral of ANC, (Port Elizabethl, 28
March 1954, in CKC, reel 14A; WalterMax U yate Sisulu (London:
SATI S, 1982), pp. 6-8 ; N Cordinmer, "Walter Sisulu’ la

bi ogr aphi cal essay) in CKC, reel 14A. He 'did not go beyond
standard two’, W Sisulu, The Road to Liberation (30th University
of Cape Town T.B. Davie Menorial Lecture, 1990), p.3 ; 'Wlter
Sisulu : a Leader Rooted in Challenging Racism, New Nation, 27
Oct ober 1989; comment to the author, Perth, 23 August 1991.
Statement of WM Sisulu, 20 August 1954, in CKC, reel 14A In
the fifties, as Tom Lodge notes, there was little history witing by
the ANC, Charters fromthe Past: the ANC & its Historiographical
Traditions'. Radical History Review 46/! (1990). But there was J. A



Calata’s, 'A Short Hi story of the ANC (1957), mineo, lin ICS
Archive, Hormtch Papers E/SI. This was nore a set of notes for
Congress nenbers than history, but exhibited two interesting
points : that historical tradition was alive in the ANC, and that
the nove to defiance was seen as having little alternative ; N
Mandel a, 'No Easy Wal k to Freedonmi I|not the book, n.d., ca.

19531, pp. 5-6 mmeo, in CKC, reel 2: XwV33z84/2.

The remai ning case studies in this chapter are taken from
Counter-Attack, 5 August 1959; J. Hadebe, 'Mary Ranta’, Fighting
Talk , March, 1957; W Sachs, Black Anger (New York: G ove

Press, 1947), pp. 316-22 (T shakada: 'we are organi sed workers

we want to create | eaders, organi se masses, establish contact’

i bid., pp.136-37, 164, 303) ;T. Karis and G Carter, PromProtest ta
Chal l enge: v. 4, Political Profiles 1882-1964 (Stanford : Stanford
Uni versity Press, 1972), pp. 70,87, 113, 121, 159; CKC, reel 14A
interviews of author with Mark Shope, Eric Mshali, and John

Nkadi neng, Lusaka, May 1989 ; M Shope, 'Black Gold , Sechaba,

v.8, no.6 1974, pp.8-11, p.10; M Shope, "SACI'U s Role in the
Devel opmi litaruggl e, Sechaba. 2, no.8 (1968), p .3-6, p6 ; ’'John
(ngana) di nrengC Treason Trial Bulletin iography’ no.6

(n.d. c1956?l, in CKC, reel 13A 2:XN39:91/2; Wl she, p.257;
interview, Steve Dl am ni, Lusaka, May 1989 ; B. Baartnman, The

Aut obi ography ofa South African Textile Wrker (London :SAC ' U,
1988), pp. 11-12, 19 ; 'Al pheus Maliba', Ursebenzi (11.5.) 4, no. 2
(1988), p.8; HI. & R Sinons. Cass & Colour in South Africa 1850-
1950 (London: | DAF, 1969), P538; CKC, reel 13A 21XN21 :96 / 1.



