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EVMBARGO | MVEDI ATE

SPEECH BY THE STATE PRESI DENT, MR F W DE KLERK, AT

CODESA ON 16 MAY 1992

Honour abl e judges, Chairnen, eninent visitors from overseas m ssions, Your
excel | enci es, Anbassadors to South Africa, |eaders of del egati ons and menbers of
del egations, |adies and gentl enen.

Before turning to the issues at stake, | would just |ike to nake a short
announcenent of great interest to all delegations here in the presence of our
foreign visitors. | ampleased to announce that in response to the Mnister of’

Foreign Affairs’ request to the Conmi ssion of the European Community for drought
aid, that the senior Vice President of the Comm ssion inforned us yesterday that
outside of and in addition to assistance to the Southern African region, the
Conmi ssion is prepared to consider providing energency relief to sone of the

wor st affected popul ati on groups and areas in South Africa.

The Governnent, |adies and gentlenmen, will followthis up as a matter of urgency
to nake the necessary arrangenents if details can be arranged and we thank the

m ssion of the European conmunity and ask themto convey South Africa’s
appreciation for this gesture.

M Chairmen, | have been tenpted to react in detail to sone of the statenents
nmade yesterday, but have decided to resist the tenptation. However | want to
nake one clear statenent in reply to the accusations and i nnuendo’s that the
Governnment pronotes continued minority domnation or privilege. | cannot all ow
that to stand. It is sinmply not true. Wien we say that the book on apartheid has
been cl osed, we nean it. When we say, M Chairnmen, that we, all of us, nust

now build the South African nation, we are in earnest about it. Wen we say that
in our attenpt to build the new constitution, we nust assure that there is no
discrimnation built into that new constitutional systemand that also in other
spheres South Africa will be freed of discrimnation, we nean it. We are totally
conmitted to it.

(Transl ated version foll owsl

En daar om neneer, wanneer ons in hierdi e onderhandelingsituasie praat oor die
probl eem van verskei denhei d, dan praat ons nle in 'n rassesin daarvan ni e, dan praax
ons van di e werklikheid van Suid-Afrika. Dan praat ons soos wat soveel ande.

af vaar di gi ngs gepraat het, van di e bekonmernis in die harte van bepaal dt

t aal groepe, kul tuurgroepe, bel angegroepe, gebiede, dat hulle wil verseker wees da
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hulle ruime omte |lewe, veilig en beskermsal wees. Dat een vorm van
onder dr ukki ng nooit deur ’'n ander vOrnl van onderdrukki ng vervang sal xvord nie.
Dan praat ons soos ons praag as gevol g van dhii ngewdkkel dhei d van ons probknne.
In talle ander |ande wat nie eers so 'n konpl ekse sanel ewi ng soos ons s’'n het nie,
was dit nodig gevind omook met wigte en teewigte op allerlei maniere seker te
U188k dat OO0k di e bel ange van kl ei ner bel angegroepe in daardie | ande effektief
beskerm word teen die misbruik van mag. Ons wil op geen wyse 'n voortsetting
van di skrimnasie he nie en ons wil op geen wyse spesi al e voorkeure en spesiale
voorregte vir enige nnnderhei dsgroep, nie die Blankes Of enige ander

m nder hei dsgroep, inbou in die nuwe grondwet of in die nuwe Suid-Afrika nie.
Transl at ed version

| Therefor Sir, when in this negotiation situation we speak of the

probl em of diversity, we do not speak thereof in a racial sense,

we speak of the reality of South Africa. Then we speak, as.)

many ot her del egates have spoken, of the concern in the hearts of

speci fic | anguage groups, cultural groups, interest groups,

regi ons, who wi sh to be assured that the space in which they live

will be safe and protected. That one form of repression wll

never be replaced by another form of repression. W speak then

as we do because of the complexity of our problens. In many

ot her countries that do not even have as conplex a society as our

own it was deened necessary to ensure, by various neans, also

t hrough checks-and-bal ances, that the interests of snaller

interest groups in those countries were effectively protected

agai nst the abuse of power.1

The Government, the National Party and the nmany other

del egati ons, M Chairnen, who insist upon proper Checks and

bal ances do so, not to subject any nmajority to mnority whins.

They do so in the spirit in which the American Foundi ng Fathers

have instituted their checks and bal ances. That spirit was t,

spirit that no mgjority should ever be able to misuse its power

to underm ne the constitution or to dom nate or to damage the

interests of mnorities, however they may be defined. W in

CGovernment are not defining the concept of minorities in any way

in ternms of race or colour or any other discrimnatory norns.

M  Chai rnmen, we are speaki ng about the way forward. Fromthe

reports of the various working groups and al so fromthe progress

whi ch has been made in Wrking Goup 2, unwitten as yet,

em nates fairly clearly and | audabl e gui delines for the future,

for the way foward. Quidelines pointing all of us towards

peaceful and attainable goals. Thinme does not allow ne to go

into detail. Inportant in the consensus which we have reached in
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many wor ki ng groups, in the consensus whi ch have been grow ng

amongst all of us, are the foll ow ng:

That we are jointly conmtted to continue with the leveling of the playing field.
We nust ensure a level playing field. W are jointly conmritted to the creation of
an atnmosphere and the situation on the ground which will make free and fair

el ections truly possible. W share with each other the conviction that the

conti nui ng viol ence nust come to an end and we recommit ourselves, also within

the framework of the Peace Accord, to attain that and to do that. W jointly
beheve that we need to rnove forward in phases. and we have agreed upon

franmeworks in that regard. The franeworks are beconing clear, aye crystalizing

and are materializing. And fromall that we have already attained, certain

conmon practical goals are materializing. Thus it is materializing that there is a
need for specuic |egm ann on a basS of urgency, and certahi |egw adve

necessities have already been identified. A common practical goal which has
materialized is that we nmust have 'a transitionary executive council wth sub-
councils doing the inportant preparatory work in nany fields so that we can really
nove forward. A common practical goal which is naterializing, is that we need a
Codesa-inspired and negotiated transitional or interimconstitution and fromthat
will result a denocratically elected transitional nulti-party Governnent which wll
govern in the spirit of national unity. Fromthat will enmerge and will flow also a
transitionary parlianment, fully representative of all South Africans, in which they
all participate. Fromthat, in turn, nust flow a final constitution agreed upon in
the transitionary parlianent in a manner yet to be finally negotiated between us
here in Codesa; a final constitution which nmust serve this country and its people
for centuries to cone. A good constitution, a proud constitution. A constitution
in step with the best the rest of the world can offer.

X

We have nade remarkabl e progress, M Chairnman, notw thstandi ng the one

i mportant setback which | do not want to underestimate. Al of us, | believe, face
the choice: do we go forward al ong these guidelines, striving for these goals in a
spirit of reconciliation, or do we el evate the disappointment of delay in Wrking
Group 2 to a cause for tension, infighting and even conflict? The Governnent has
no hesitation in saying, let us nove forward and build on the foundations of Codesa
| and Il with a sense of urgency. Let us identify that which is still outstanding
and then use Codesa to reach agreenment on such issues. There is no reasonabl e
alternative for that. Let us review our procedures and nethods, if necessary, in
order to hnprove our producthdty and our effchveness. In the sauna breath, one
must enphasi ze - however much we may be in a hurry - what we do we nust do

well. Atransitional or interimconstitution cannot be a slapdash, rickety affair
Initself it nust already nake all South Africans proud. W nust strike a bal ance
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bet ween speed and t horoughness, between the needs for time franes and the

avoi dance of m stakes which will later cost us dearly. Qutside this venue there are
mllions of South Africans wanting us, demanding fromus to succeed. They want
peace, they want devel opnent, jobs and food. They want the fighting to stop and

the building of a better life for all South Africans to begin in earnest. They want
poverty to be alleviated. They want us to succeed.

Qur hearts go out to all our peoples. It is not for ourselves that we are working
in Codesa, it is for our people, for our youth, for our country that we rmust work
and that we must succeed. W dare not fall back into strife and confrontation
therefore we say let, us nove forward in faith and in hope, let us continue to
reach out to all our people and to each other to bring our people together in peace
and in harnony. And through reconciliation, to forge here in Codesa, also in the
weeks to follow and the nonths to follow, to forge a spirit of co-operation,

spirit and a unity of purpose which will lead this country out of the m stakes

the past into a prosperous and a stable future.

Transl ation fol | ows.

Ons benader ons taak, nie in 'n hoogheilige sin nie, maar in diepe nederigheid in
di e gees dat ons geroepe is tot geregtigheid en dat alleeh op die fondament van
geregtigheid, van billikheid teenoor el ke Suid-Afrikaner, alleen op daardie
fondanent, 'n veilige en 'n voorspoedi ge toekons vir hierdie | and en al sy nense
gebou kan word. Ek verklaar net oortuiging hier vandag: ons is gereed Om

vorentoe te beweeqg. Die tyd vir nmagsdeling het gekom Die tyd het gekom dat

daardi e nuwe grondwet gestalte kry en dat alle Suid-Afrikaners deel word daarvan

en dat die Suid-Afrikaanse nasie as 'n nasie sy trotse plek inneemin die

i nternasional e arena van state. In daardie gees sal ons positief en konstriiktief .(
saamwer khbly hard werk, bly gee alles waaroor ons beskik ten einde te verseker

dat ons so gou as nmoontlik - want ons aanvaar speed is belangrik "and tine is of

the essence" - by finale oplossings en antwoorde uitkorn wat bl ywende vrede in ons
| and kan verseker.
Ek dank u.

Transl ated version

We approach our task, not in a sense of being "holier-than-
thou", but in deep humlity in the spirit of justice, and believe
that it is only upon the foundation of justice and fairness
towards every South African, that a safe and prosperous future
for this country and all its people can be built. | declare with
conviction here today: we are ready to move forward. The tine

for power-sharing has cone. The tine has come for the new
constitution to formand for all South Africans to becone part
thereof and for the South African nation to take its place as a
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nation with pride in the international arena of states. In this
spirit we will continue to work together positively and
constructively; continue to work hard, continue to give
everything at our disposal in order to ensure, as soon as
possi bl e, that we reach final solutions and answers which wll
ensure | asting peace in our country, because we accept that speed
is inmportant, that tinme is of the essence.
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