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"POWER IN CO-OPERATION AND SELF-HELP POLITICS"

Nothing giveA©® me more pleasure in life than being

with ordinary people. I am a peasant at heart and peasant

blood beats in my veins. My own home has always been in a

peasant community and my father and mother and my grandparents
before me and their parents and their grandparents were peasants

of our soil._ History joinA® me with you. The land of KwaZulu

in which my roots sink to the beginningd\200\2300f KwaZulu as it was
and even the_oldest of people living can remember having heard

about it. You and I come out of the pasb together and we are

“"joined by the present ang we wlll venture into the future hand

—in hand. We fear no evil because as we stand together, we

are fortified against all adversity. The message I bring to

you today is a message of hope. TogA®thef we standa\200\230fof certainty
in the future and what we do in our iives prepales’a’betten

world for our younger’generation and future generations.

We need today to take stock of all arocund us so that

we can judge better those things which block our progress.

We need to look among ourselves to find the extra strength
which is there and to devise ways and means of harnessing our

strength for the service of the nation.
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Let us lookvfor a moment at our wisdom. We are an

pppresseqgé4people and since the beginning of modern South Africa,

we have suffered racial discrimination and we have borne the

yoke of apartheid. The wisdom of the past and the wisdom amongst

us—-today is that racism is bad. Our forefathers held out the

d4\200\230hand oftfriendShip to Whites when they first came to ;his country.
The:greA®t Zuiu Kii—\201lgs of the past made a place for Whifes and

they were prepared to share the bounty of the iand with them.

Wehwere a&d\200\230warrior race and we had conquered far and
wide. We did so, however, to build up a great nation and no
place we conquered was treated with COntinuing hostility.

As eacq area came under the tutelage of our_GrA®at Kihgs, they
were included fully in our society and they shared the bounty
which was outs. As new areas were added to KwaZulu, they benefited..

and there developed a.great unil®©y among the people brgught

together. The deep loyalty to our common cause so bound peopie

together that it took the full might off’""t4\200\230h.e.Brad\200\230i_tish’ army to
d4\200\230conquer us. And then they only did so because they i7\20lad the

a\200\230guns from which bullets flew faster than our spears.

;We’wepe.in the end conquered ahdvthend\200\230we’webe subjugated
and made third class citizens. .ihe country halA® become deeply
diwided and one South African is now killing another South
African because we are divided. This is not our wisdom. It
iA©.White’ A®A©litical foolishness which the whole wQrld sees as
abhorrent and evil. The.whoie of Africa agd the whole world

sides with us as we Struggle to iiberated\200\230the country from

political oppression and racism.

You people/3



You peoplA® from this part of KwaZulu have for many

geheratiohs experiencA®d the unity of KwaZulu. You again experienced
it whA@en our brothers and sisters in the magiA®terial district

of Ingwavuma were threatened with the loss of their South African
A@itizenship. South Africa is a land rich in the things people
4\200\230need and they would have bA®en alienated from this richness

which is theirs by birthright.

We wage a determined battle for-liberation in South

4\200\230Africa so that in the end every South African.will enjoy equality
of oppoltunity in a just society. The hundreds upon hundreds

of thousands of people whom the Sout@ African government wanted

to make Swazi <citizens would have hA®d to fofego their places

in our’struggle for liberation and they and the generatiA®ns

which followpd them would forever have been cut off from the

wealth of the land of their birth.

I could not stand by and let this happen. We fought

the South African Government’ai every fA©Rel. We worked round

the clock to mobilise public opinion again;t the move and we
fought them in the coi—\20lrts of the land and we won. Ingwavuma
and the whole ofa\200\230KaNgwahe was taken from Black $outhiAfrica,
but because we won thelland was restored to us. This is our

" wisdom — the wisdom of remaining with eBA©ch other through thick
and thin and overcoming with our unity.

"The sweetness of our victory was tainted with the

taste of bitterness, however. There were those,amongst-ds’

and some from this place who worked with the enemies of the

pAoople to help in the dastardly act of furthering apartheid.

It constantly/4



1t constant}y amazes me how short-sighted some people

are. The& make qung judgements and find themselves on the
d4\200\231gpong’ side of the fence. They stand there like chameleons changing
their spots to try and hide their guilt. Some will yet find

that faf more is known about them than they ever could imagine.
A&\200\230great_deal of infonmatioi—\201 flows to me and I sit on the top

of a mountain where I can see down both sides.

The forests here at Mbazwana have been planted for

the benefit 6f the nation. Whereas before there was no employment
opportunity here, therA® are now jobs. As we progress, the trees
here will attract sawmills and the sawn timber will attract

other businesses and activities. So slowly stA©p by step, we
.work and blan to develop the resources of nature for the people.
Yet there art those here among our emp;oyees on whom we can

not rely. This has been proven.in the gvents which surrounded

the Government’s attempt to sieze Ingwavdmavand hand it over

-np o
to Swaziland. . : 1 ;

Disobedience which costs the people dearly simply

can not be tolerated. We are a poor people and we have to

pull ourselves up by our own boot strings and we nA®eda\200\230the loyalty
of everybody who works with us if we are to succeed.

This area is geographically rempte from the big cities

and impori—\20lant towns of South Africa. TravA®lling is costly

and the transportation of goods iA® costly. TherA® is therefore

pabticular need to attend to the development of the area by

every means possible.

Any man who/5



Any man who is the head of a household knows just

th much wisdom is reduired to run the affairs of his family

well. It is easy to say a man must earn his’living and provide

for a family, and it is easy to say that wives must work hard
tp:helpd\200\230in’the production of food and the running of a home;
it is easy t6 say that dauB©hters must be dutiful and sons must

be 6bedient and ti—\20ley must work with their families and their
relatives to improve the lot of the&\200\230household. When things

g0 wrong and oAfhers criticise you, you know how easy it is

to criticise, how difficult it is to run your affairs so that

no man can crii—-\20licise them. When you look around at your relatives
and your neighbours, each one of you&d\200\230here will be able to find
things to criticise in others. You are deaiing with human beings

in situations in which joint effort and co-operation means

everything.

No matter how hard you try, a.man with a wayward

wife or disobedient children can never —-run A@vpA©rfect i-\20lome and
.wives and children who are di—\201A@iful and diligent.knoi-\201 how diffici—\2011t
it is to succeed if the husbands are lacking in a sense of
responsibility, when they drink too much and don not apply

themselves to their duties as heads of households.

When one deals with hui—\20lan affairs we have to expect

a Qide range of problems so that when I say that we need to

attAend to the development of this area by every geans possible,

I am aware of the human problem in that development. Let us

therefore look at developmentAand.the human problems thch&\200\230

_surround it.
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Firstly, let me emphasise one thing. We in Black

South Africa are not free and the development of this area
’A®anhoi—-\201’be undertaken in the way ih which we want it to be under-
taken. That fact lies at the very hA®art of our struggle for

d4\200\230liberation.

As I i-\20lentioned earlier, when Whifes first cA@me to

ti-\201is country they seized the land by force of armies and they
established thA®ir government and thA® laws of the country and
they administered the laws of the country by force. We were

not consulted about the laws which apply to us because we do

not have a vote, and the hard fact of the matter is that until

we do have the vote and we can elect our own members to represent
us in the’government of the country, we will not be given the

things we so.badly need.

When any one of you leaves this place to go and find

work, you all know how difficult that iASu"Ydu.know that you -

A®an only do that with the WhiiA® man’s permisA®ioh and there

Lk 17\20lothing that your Brofhers or your fathers or other relatives.
can do other than to try and helb you on YOur way. They gannot
ensure.you the right to work and once.yoi=\201 find a Jj&b &ou have

to hA©vea\200\230the White man’s permission to live in thA© area_where
.you work. There is nbthing that your brothers or your relatives
canmdo to give ydu that permission; the} A®ah help you on the

wa&-but ti-\202ey cannot guarantee you anything. When-you do get

a job and you do get a placg to 1iVA® ahd_you start working

.you work under laws ana cA®©nditions’laid down by.the White

"GOQernment and the White boss. You know as you struggle to

work/?



work to earn money and to progress, your brothers and your
relatives can help you on the way but they cannot give you
proi-\20lotion. Your indunas and your chiefs can also help you

on the way, but ultimately they cannot change the laws which

apply to you and the conditions under which you work“and live.’

In the same way, the KwazZulu Government can help

you on your way but we too cannot change the laws of the country.

Now, my brotherA® and sisters, this is thA® crux:of

the matter. Until we one day are liberated to be free-men

and women in an open and race free society, we wili not change

these things and that is why I have a commitment even to death

tb strulA@gle with eA®©ch and every one ofvyoud\200\230to change the very
nature 6f South Africa.

Now we are all aware of the fact that the White man’s

law was estaSlished a great mA@©ny years agp_and-despite everything

- we 17\20lave done, we are still not*liberateg.’ One of ti—-\20le reasons
for this hara fact of life is that we have not worked blosely

enough together ai—\201d stood with each other in common strategies

and action. We h;ve fooboften bA®en a divided people A@nd I

come hAO©re todaylin your midst, standing amonA®st you, talking

to you,’reasoning with you, a\200\230to tA®ll you that we noi-\201 have thA®©
_oppbrtunity for the kind of solidarity which we have not had

in the past.

InkathA® was formed only A@omparatively very recently
and Black South Africa is rushing to Inkatha to join it to

a\200\230make it powerful. In the old days of the Congress, the people

who joined/8



who joined amounted to something like 40 or 50 000 people at

the most. Today, Inkatha membership numbers over 756 000 people
A©1-\201d thAGt membership is rising.. It is a great tide of African
strengfh rising to bring about the liberation of the people.

It is your-MQvement and it is your strength and I come here
todA©y to,sharg with you that strength.

In the very blood of my veins I trace my ancestry

back to King Si—\20laka through my mothef and through my father

to my great grandfather, Chief Mnyamana, who was the Prime

Minister and Commander-in-Chief of the Zulu army in the Zulu

war of 1879. I have that sense of dufy to the people which

comes from I-\201hiA® deep and long line of succession and as I lead
Inkatha, you can rely on me to remain totally loyal to the

cause of the }ation. i am:its sgrvant by birth and the whole

of my life has been one of training to serve.

I come here amongst you to te%$1&\200\230you’about.lnkatha

and the role that it has to piay in creating our strength and
liberating the land. In a very real sense I have the perspective
- of long ages and I want to share that perA©pective with you.
I stafted off by saying that apartheid is the White

man’s folly and it is not our wisdom. Every one of you herA®
knok that those who begin fighting evil with evil stand in

the terrible jeopardy of themselves beii—\202g’doomed. You know
that there is a terrible danger in fighting witch;raft with
witchcraft. There is also a terrible danger of fighting any

other evil with evil.

OQur wisdom/9



Our wisdom gathered through the ages and now blossoming

in Inkatha’s aims and objectives is to fight evil with good.
Under.no’ circumstances whatsoever must we attempt to fight

facism with racism. Under.no circumstances whatsoever must

we attemptAto fight angerlwith anger. We must gather our strength
arA@und us and we must establish in the whole of Soufh Africa

that which is good and that which we can believe in, and that
which&\200\230will nurture the future for our children. There must
be continuity between the past and the future,. and that continuity
hust be the gbodness which we and all our ancestors have always

striven for.

We in Inkatha therefore are-adamantiy opposed to

racist tactics and we seek as our forefathers sought before

us to establ%sh one South Africa with one people who are going

to experience one destiny. Every one of us is deeply aware

that good Will ultimately triumph. There is no question of

us failing. We will succeed and we will&\200\230gp.0On to be a tower
of strength not only for the pA@bple in khis district. We will

be a tower of strengthAfA®©r every district and for the whole

of South Africa. And beyond that the strength that we have
generated and the South Africa we have redeemed from racial

evil will be a toi-\20ler of strength for neighbourihg states and
very far afield into Africa.

South Africa is a rich country and its riches will

be reaped for South Africa. South Africa is parf of Africa
andd\200\230we are all deeply aware of the fact that the day will come

in the future when we will hold hands with our brothers and

sisters in/10
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sisters in Mocambique, Swaziland, Lesotho, Botswana, Zimbabwe,
Nam;bia and other places, and we will work together with them
to improve this part of thA® world. That is my vision and this
is.the reality of life which all our history ahd all our ancestors

workltowards;

ThA® one part of my message to you then is ti-\20lat there

is arising in Inkatha a powerful force working for the good

and bringing about change. My other message_tAS you is that
Ii7\20lkatha.is powerful and because we are working together in
unity for common objectives which are clearly spelt out, victory
will be ours. As I said, each of youvis aware that you cannoct
run a family without encountering human problems. We cannot

"run Inkatha Yithout encountering human problems. Everyone knows
that human problems lead to disputes but these disputes when

they are sA©ttled strengthen people and unite people.

Inkatha is a place yhA®©re you %A®lsng."There is a

place in Inkatha for every one of you hepe and even in theb

short term Inkatha can work with you and bring about the betterment
of your lives long before we are able to liberate the whole

country.

I,would like to see Inkatha branches here establishinA®©
communications&\200\230and working relationships with Inkatha branA©hes
ii7\202.gl1 the urblen areas, wherever the men of this district go

to find jobs. When you leave this place and you go to the

cities, you go there Afb seek your brothers and your neighbdurs

—-sd’ thatvthey may help you in life, and help you along the way.

You should also be able to go to Inkatha branches there because

you are a/l11l



you are a member of Inkatnz. Inkatha branches exist everywhere
A®©ll-over the Transdaaliand Natal, even as far afield. as Welkom
Aohd Bloemfortein. Members pf Inkatha there are bound to receive
ydu and to work with you. If you are not alread &\200\230A©@ member
ofllnkatha-join it now and get ydur local branch to establish
#orking relalA®ionships with the branches where you yourself

o to work and where others go to work from your reigntourhood.

Tnkatha is like z great and fertile fiedd, A« It a8

good and it will produce many things but it has fo:be tilled

and the seeds of your own actions have To be sown in il so

that. #ou &\200\230can reap something from it. It iz no use a pan haviig
23

fertile field if he does not sow in it anc it fg o fe 80 YDk
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to come to liberate us. It is.our responsibility which we

.cannot shirk. Inkatha is not going to be able to liberate

South Africa if all its membe;s sit and wait for other members

to do the work. SO T want to talk to you about the work we

neA@d to doAin order to make it possible for InkA®tha.to liberate

a\200\230uU8

The cardinal value in Inkatha is that we have realised

our own strenA®©ti-\201 and we ourselves will employa\200\230that strength
in every way possible. In.the first place wA® must make Inkatha

relevant to the people’s needs. Across the length and breadth

of Africa where freedom has come to i—“\20llack people, they have

learned the lesson that politics’alone has i7\20lot liberated them.

"Our brothers and sisters in Mocambique, for examblA®, are liberated

and yet theya\200\230struggle to feed themselves, to clothe thAGmselves,
to find houses and employment, to build schools and hospitals.
4\200\231PolitiA®al’liSeration is not like some kigg of magic which shqwers’
foo& and clothes from heaven on us. Li%enation in essence.

gxpands the.opportunitieA® we haye to improve&d\200\230qut worlg but

that improvement only comes from helping QUrselves.

My message to you is that we musA® not sit dbi-\201n on

_0i7\201lr back*sides until the’day of liberation ai—=\201d then’hope’to’
reap the crop that We ourselves have.nOt’soi7\201ln. ’'Ti-\20le actVOf_f
,liberating ourselves must start in each ahd:every onA® of our -

homes here; in each neighbourhood; in each fai—-\201ilf} in each

— induna’s district and in each chief’s district; and in each

4\200\230Inkatha branch in every town and in every city. -

VInka;harrecbgnisA®©s/13
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d\200\230Inkatha recognises that liberation will come because

Qe help 6ursel?es and we start helping ourselves wherever we

are. Inkatha is powerful in the country. I myself are daily
andAweekly_engaged in grappling with the South African Governhent.
"I.gp intA§’thA®© vefy office of the Prime Minister and.in eyeball
to eyebgll discussionA®, I confront him with Black demands.

I meet the Cabinet Ministers of the South African Government

and I grapple with them politically; The Secretary-General

of Inkatha carries our fight wherever he goes. Every member

of the KwaZulu Cabinet wages a ceaseless political fight. Inkatha’s
Central Committee stands strongly behind us as we struggle

on the political platforms of the country. TheAKwaZulu Legislative
4\200\230Assembly A@rapples with our political problems and our achievements

@

have been magnificent.

Qe_have halted the South African in its tracks as

far as so-called independence of KwaZu;g.is:concerhed} The

South African GovernmentlwantA®a us to accept the contemptible

Awkind of indA®pendence which places like the Transkei have accepted.
HadIQg A®©one; SO, you would forevA®r have been foreigners in the

whole QfASASufh Africa. You would have had no righta\200\230toigo to
Johannesbi-\201lrg, to find work; you would have no right to go to

Dunban to find work; you wouid have no right to&\200\230go to Empangeni

to find wbrk;’ .Ybu wA@uld have been 1I—\20lreatA®©da\200\230as a foreigner i-\20lherea\200
\231

aA©lthougi-\201 you came from Mocambique or Swazilahd..You have got

no right now to gA©®a\200\230ai—\201d work in Maputa or in Mbabane, ang the
Sduth AffiA®an GovernmA©nt wanted you to have no bight to go’

"an&where in South Africa. Great pressure was put on us to

accept the/14
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the so-called independence which would have deprived

all your rights as true and noble sons and daughters

soil of South Africa. We in Inkatha and KwaZulu stood

fought for you and we have won. We will not accept

A»independence; so-called, which would rob you of your birthright.
You can,relyd\200\230on me and know that I stand for the great values
of Black society and I wil 1 never betray your interests.

We fight for more schools, for more hospitals.

We struggle to bring more factories to KwaZulu so that more

work can be created. lInkatha is already a great force working
for the good of all Blacks in South Africa, and for the good

of the

whole of South Africa. But you here in this district

who participate in this great fight through your representatives.
who go

to the KwaZulu Legislative Assembly and go to Inkatha’s

Central Committee have your own responsibilities to discharge
here in your place. You cannot sit down and wait for me and
4\200\230other people in Inkatha to fight the wi—\20lble battle for you.
You have a Very important job to do here where you are. You

must develop your area; you must labour for the strength of

the nation here in this very place. Black labour by the sweat

of their brow has established the great mines and the great

" industries of South Africa. Thebeis no mine in the whole of

Soi—7\201th Africa which was established without&d\200\230the Black man.

There is no factory which was established without the Black

man and every sugar mill was established by the labours of
the Black man. If we can labour to establish great things-
"in South Africa such as mines and factories and sugar mills,
we must labour to establish things for ourselves at home.

The very/15
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VThe very strength o0fd\200\230Inkatha comes ultimately from

the strength of branches. It is a people’s organisation rooted

ih 1-\201hA®© strength of the people AGt the local level. Inkatha’s
Centravaommittee by itseif would be like a head chopped off

A»frbm a body..The’strength and solidarity of.Inkathai-\202branches

at the local_lA®vel are crucial. Those who lead at the local

levei are only strong if they are subject to i7\20lhe discipline

of the people in doing the things the people need. In your

branches here the whole branch must come together and achieve
something real for the people. It is no used\200\230criticisii—\201g i
you yourselves have got nothing to offer by’the way of work

of by the way of wisdom. In this place there is a_vast amount

40f work.to be done and the people who go forth from this place

to the head office of Inkatha and to i7\20lhe Central Committee

and to the National Conferences, to thed\200\230Youth Conferei—\20lces,
and to i7\20lhelWomen’s Brigade Conferences hust.bring with them

the strength that A©omes from this placegarbi—\201i-\201d.you,’ai-\201d that
A®trength is measured in termsji—\201f what you achie;e aA® a branch.

One of the lessons Inkatha has learned is that there

is a great deal of wisdom at the local level and the development

of thiA® A©rea muA©i—-\201 rely on that wisdom. We from our place at
"head office anda\200\230at Ulundi are plAGnning in every way poSsible
to develop this region. We are developing the forests of Mbazwana.

We want to bring a sawmill here. We are developipg our natural
resources and our game reserves. These places will receive.

many visitors and they-will’spend’their i-\20lonA©y here and’i-\20lore

jobs will be created. We are very short of money because we

are a poor/ibé6



4\200\230are a poor people and the South African Government does not

giQe us the money we i \20leed for development, but we are trying

fo improve roads, build schools and establisi—\201 health services

hA@re for the people of this area. These things we are doing

as.stA@ps in the direction of development and we rely on you
4\200\230t0~coa\200\224ASperatA® with us in eQery way possible to make these

devA©lopments’ work;

We have seen many thousands of people who visit Sodwana

Bay every yeA@©r and we in KwaZulu want to attract many more

thousands tA§ the areas under our control. We can only.do this

if we preserve our forests, our beaches, our lakes and our animal

life. When we do these things we are doing them for you so

that tge natural resources here can work for the people. No

man takes the timber from his homestead to make a fire. We

do not destroy that which is valuable and that which we need.

When we place restrictions on chopping down trees in certain

areas, we are doing the same thing. WA©fA®©I1I-\201A©’ fefusing Afo burna\200\231
up our assets and to destroya\200\224;ur countryside so.thaf no visitor.
wants to come and spend his money here. .A©0a\200\230co-operation in
the things we are trying to do is essAOGntilA®l and in return we

will try.—-in every way possible to co-operate Qith the things

“that you want to do here for your own dA@velopment.

— I think you will agree with me that from this place

hefe you could not have stopped the South African Government

from making you aliens in South Africa for all time. We have

had that job and we have done it for you. You from this place

"alone could not have stopped the South African Government from

making/17



making all the people in the Ingwavuma district Swazi citizens

and thereby also depriving them of their South African rights.

We 17\20lad to do that job from’our place. We have done these things

for you and ina\200\230return we A®sk your co-operA®tion because we govern
KWA®©Zulukfor the benefit of the people. When it comA®s to your
017\20117\202’ local problems, it is your wisdoh that must prevail and

- we wiil not dictate to you what your wisdom should be. It is

up to you to employ your strength in Inkatha branches and in
yqur induna districts and in your chielrst districts to_define
your own priorities and develop your areas according to those
priorities. Where you do need assistance we can give it wherever
possible. We have only limited means at our disposal but what-

ever we can do we will do.

I want every one of yau here today to understand

that as far as Inkatha is concerned and as far as KwaZulu is

concerned and as far as I myselfam concgrned; people elected

to leadership positions are elA@A®ted to iI-\20le servants of the people.
Inkatha leads pecple in fhe direction they themselves want

to go. Come together amongst yourselves in your branches;

tell your branches what you need; what you want to do. Come

togethA®r in your districts and tell your indunal® and your chiefs
4\200\230what yoi-\201 think you oughAf to be doing in this area. When things
go Qrong, tell the leA@©dership elected here by you what you-

thii—-\201k ought to be done about them. If you have a, pump that

is broken’a road that needs mending, water supplies which need
protecting; clinics which need tovbe established, or whatevA®r,

tell your leaders about them. If mistakes are made and things

which are/18
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which are wrong are not put right, you have got the right to

lay your. complaints Before your leadership and you i—7\20lave got
fhe’right to insist that they ao something about it. BeA®ause

you carry the people’s wisdom your requests will be reasonable
A»but you arA® entitled to demand responses wherever those responses

can be made.

This is the idiom of our struggle; it is the idiom

of self-help bAGcause nobody lis goinA®© to come and liberate us;

it is the idiom of self-help because nobody is going to come

ahd till our fields to give us food; it is the idiom of self-help
because nobody is going to come and A®ive us a lot of money

for nothing; it is the idiom of A®elfa\200\224help because we cannot
a\200\230’sit down on our back sides and wait for the day of liberation
and hope thaf® politics will briqgg us some kind of heaven.

This has not been true anywhere in Africa and it will never

be true here; By the sweat of our brows and with the wisddm

in bur heads, and with the love in our %A®arts I—-\20le’must labour
to make our:world a better place for ourselves and future
generations. In the end we will succeed and we will establish

a great South Africa’of.which we can all be proud beA®ause we

all laboured night and day with our energies tomake it great.



