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the Secretary, Indian Council of Cultural Relations by . ikt
r. Nelson Mandela, South African National leader who. ;u??]}j;;;
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I ameriting to express my | sincere thanks and apprecia- =nn~

tion to the Indian Council for Cultural Relatlcns for hcncurlng Han

me with the 1979 !'Jawaharlal Nehru Award for International . ?

Understanding'. . AbthoughI have been singled out for ‘this f“fﬁgéff,}

award gnd I.am:mindful,thatgl-am;the mere medium for an hcncur BT

. that rightly'belcngS”td the people of cur ccuntry.ﬁ:zvffnﬁa SR
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oy UF People cannot but feel humble, at the same time .ﬂ;ffﬁfﬂf*'
proud “hat One*of their nunmber has been selected to JOin.the el |

;Hmegi Who ;have Jegn *si 1&1‘13[?;; ;honoured
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I recall these names because to.my mind they symbolisefh;;;ﬁ%ﬁpf
not only: the scope and nature of the award, but they in turn %}?;:3 A
constitute a fitténg tribute to the great. man after whom it ® o AT
has been named ndit Jawaharlal Nehru.: The: lives and _iwjﬁw,ﬁ
varied contributicn of each one of them reflect in some measure A

- the rich and many-sided 11fe of Panditji ¢ selfless humanita-:a, Sty
rian Mother' leresa, international statesman Josip Broz Tito, o ludhiiv %
hotable political leaders Julius Nyerere and ‘Kenneth: Kaunda 'fjﬁ?ih:
medical ‘benefactor Jcnsas Salk and. civ1l rlghts 1eader Mhttin 5 L
J-‘uther King.wuu;,;ﬂf_ﬁ e
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il Truly'Jawaharlal Nehru'was an outstanding man.; A combi- g il
- nation of ‘many men intotone freedcm fighter, pclitician, T, i
world statesman, prison gradud , master. cf‘the English- e

language, lawyer and. historian., As one of the pioneers of the T TS A
non-aligned movement he has made a lasting contribution to et
*world.peace and the'brotherhood of man.;wih»-h.uph. Rt B SRR
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, In the upsurge of anti-colcnial and freedcm str&ggles 3
,s'that swept through Asia and.Africa*in the . post-war period -there
Would hardly be a liberation movement - or:national leader'who _;J
- was not influenced ‘in one way or another by the thoughts,

activities and example of. Pandit Nehru and the All ‘India

Congress, 'If I may preésume to look back: on my own-: politlcal

education and ugbringing I find that my. own . idFaS*were;-
.1nf1u£ncsd by his experisth-e,w SR G e
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However it is precisely Indiats exemplary role in world
aligirs that also serves to remind us that our problems., acute
ac they are, are part cf humanity?s problems and noﬁ-tjar‘é of the
world can dsre congider itself free -of them unlesgs and until
they day the last vestige of man.mpde suffering is eradica’ed

from every corner of the world, -

his knowledge of shared suffering, though formidable
in dimension, at the same time Keeps alive in us our oneness with:-
mankind and our own global responsibilities that accrue' therefrom,
Lt also helps to strengthen our fgith and-belief in our Tuture,. -

To once more invoke the words of Panditjls = . i a3

‘In a world which is full of conflict and hatred and

violence, it becomes rniore necessary than at any other

time to have faith in human destiny, If the future we-

werk for is full of hope for humanity, then the ills.

of the present do not matter much and we have e 4
justification fopr warking for that future ' L B LT IR

In this knowledge we forge ahead-firfm in our beliefs,

y strengthened by the devotion and solidarity of our friendss

. apove all by an undying faith in ocur own resources and |
| determination and in the invincibility of our-cause, We join
with you, the people of India, gnd with people all over the world
in our sfriving towards a new tomorrow, tomorrow making a |
reality for gll mgnkind the sort of universe-thst the’ great . .. g
Aabindranath Tagore dregmed pf in 'Citanjglit o Sy |

"Where the mind is without fear and the he-d T | | TR
is held high hay ' ' | s -
where kriow e&gqis freas ¥l W aal

where the world has -not beern brcken intg .

iragments by narrow domestic wallsy

where words came out .from the depths of truths; ~
here tireless striving stretches its arms townrds perfection:
where the clear stream of rezson has not lost = |

its way into the drepry desert s nd of dead habits

wnere the mind is led foTward by these ‘into _

ever widening thought and action - .~

into that haven of Freedom, My Father, let my

. country awske,® -~ - | |

: - Yours siiic ereiy,

| ‘-_ ~ (Nelson Mandels)
Mrs, Manorama HEiallag f. _
secretary ~ S A 7 - e s B o
Indian Council for Cultursl Relations . - &« - - v P
Indraprasta Estate, New Delhi . EEA |
Republic of Indig e

P.S, As will be'seen'from the above d-te, letter was ‘given to the

Cfficer Commanding Robben Island” on the 3rd August 1980 for desvatch -
to you by airmail, I added that the matter 'should be treated urgently.
cince then I have repegtedly enquired from the Department of Prisans
a5 to whether the letter had heen fForwarded to you, Only during the last
wveek in December was I told that It'could thank the Indian Council Lor i
Cultural Relations but not in the words used in the letfert', For this

rcrson I decided to use my own channels of reaching you,

a®




