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X"l ' NELSON MANDELA WRITES TO ICCR SECRETARY ififi'fi

‘ ‘ ’- ~ ‘- ; '.

1% I T ,  ‘ " : f _5New Delhié August 26i'1981“§£$ wJ"‘

I - F011°Wing'13 the text of thn letter addressed t01U5“»phe Secretary, Indian Council of Cultural Relations by ffi: ’"
Mr' “915°“ Mandela» South African National leaderwho~ 5i.-3was awarded Jawaharlal Nehru Award for1999} (the thter yj ..1 was smuggled out of Robban Island Prisop by the"South! ,

:3. g African_CongreSS): n.» ;7' ‘ _ 52 h,,. ‘N:E‘_ 1
\ r.

Text Begjgig

, - ?'Robboniisland,7400"*“ _,
., VJIV.  _. ,1 ' Republic Of South Africaa,

43*:w*=flé ...:;‘f “, :_.. ‘n‘x, '2:¢‘n,~a J»;. v :,“ ’7QV: V3.f i '< "3rd'August”1980;"wr;

Dear “:33'Bhallésg' ' h . a ": :ng ‘ CW,::.W

 

I am writing to exprQSS my?sincére"thanks and apprecia-‘, . tion to the. Indian Council foi‘ CultUral'Belationfsgfor honouring5 me with the 1979 ‘JaWaharlal Nehru Award for Intérnational «pa;f I ‘ Uhderstanding';J;AbthouthI have beeanihgl d out for this "»'3j . award and I‘am mindful.that I am the mere medium forian'hOnouri“ .that rightly'beldngs t6 thc peoplegof Our countrYggffi~n*¥*‘
'Our pééple Cannot but feel hhmbié; at the éémemfiigékgmfl;‘ proud that oné”of1their.number has been Sglgcteq $9 jpin the   

  

   
  

   

 

  

    

 

  

   
   
   

   

   
    

  

 

   
    

varied(C9ntributibnf°fvea¢fi*0fi9‘0fith€m5§éfléétrifi§$5me'méasfifé:
th? richfland-manygggded 1139'??apanditdififijselfléssThumanita-I’”

‘. ' iian Mother Teresa;'internat1nna1 statesman7Josip'Brcz Tito,“

  

J”uthel‘ King. ,_5 g33;}.;.;h

, ' Truly JawaharlalfiNéhru‘was'an30utstandih ‘man. ?A-combi-:; . natidn of many_men into one ‘”fr9559m9fi18hter,“politicianil , >‘ world statesman; Prison graduate; master ofit e EngliSh ‘.; ' u_
language, laWYer andphistoriang, As one of the pionésrs of the.
non-aligned movement he has made a 1ast1n5“°9n$r1bution.to_

worlq peate apd‘t59 br9therhood:of manilfixfi:ngw . -_

_ In the upsurge of ant;-c¢lonial and frvedomf$§ngggles V'that swept through_AsiaVandgAfrica31n_th€ poSt-warépeziod there‘ 5 ‘' would hardly_be'a liberation movemént50;,nét10nalfleader who ‘V.--;. was not'influenépdwin.one way or andther by the thgughts, aactivities and.examp1e of.Pandit Nehru and the Allflfidia.‘q ». Congress. ‘If I may;présume to look back on mylowggpolitiCal”. _. education and ufbringing I find“thatgmy,own:1dea37were; ',' influenced by hks experience,fl . ;.,’ggfy 31 }_"25,7 :
sug'
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eversince thenI procuredread
work; thatbecame ‘

 

Whén readinghi.-i
one 19leftmitt the

matters or‘ thé ma:
he devoted himSe ‘
which willremain
lmmm._s

‘6 creativeacS1v1tyané‘
~legacytS genera'ions

“ .LVL‘ ’Wa119aregdang ;9u9companions h ‘_,,‘3. , occasionally protect fromcuts1de v1 ;' ,
,.‘ intruder.Buttheyalso makeyou ’f‘_y

4, - ‘ purchaseyour so—oalled purityand immuni. . : freedom.4‘:Anathemost terrible 0 Va IS
grow up inthé m1nd wh1ch prevent an: traditionS1mp1yb §[j::LuQ 1?

  Like mostYeung ménzin. ircumstancs IS i1ar ours, thepolitically 1ncllned youthofmy generation toowgretdrawn'9 together b y fce1ings of an ”h nafinnaliqm . I 3

 

     

 

~r-vb

      

-Lh, €gan_t9 appre-
”Timewas zito a ,  
  

     

  

    

  

ciate theinadequacy Sfesomeyouthful
teach us,a“Dand1§31 says :f

 

 

‘ ‘ ' unreliab1e11riendang<ani ’”WH,1L ‘ :1“e‘x us t0 manyhaPPFndingsgandp1jL_LMHWLJLHL\. _ the truth, Y
: 9'1 country.. 1

  
  

 

  In a World in which breathtaking’advaneeSL1n technology,~-and communication have shqrtene9thespaceb‘twéenthe”"5erstwhile proh1b1t1ve1y diStantlands; where” utdatéd ; , ,i ‘beliefs and imagingry differences  among the peoplegwerei '.'." being rapidly erad1cated,whereexclusiveneSswanagiving way-4eg‘cwetooqundourselves

  

  



'Wéour

fiiWQ werea “155' ion

_‘,_ a? *
‘*Mussqlinian
invitat'igr‘x':

 



 

  
It wOuId be agrave onwahlun on ouIVpartif we' fafiled 3'. 1 .'LO afintionthe c3.ose¥londs tgat have e1lgipd betwep? ouf, .Mgtxxg~ww1131-03216 and thepLOpJC 0f 3ndid1andt0 qr‘l’nowit—Uge t-‘he: ' . "enzouragement, Jae 1n1p1rat1onand tie n:aot1cal.1uc1tance1'‘Wc have 191ewde as a_rerau1tof thé lnLclnut1ona3nwtlook _r!f'g

, 0.: the All—:ndiaCDQUTQ - .
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‘1
1.11.:111411.11iS-fition in Sou tn _ .Afrifla, the natal Indian Congxém 71:13 founded by M.dhciwm ("andhi- »1n.189<7'HQ bwcame its £111t secretary.anf‘2l years of hi ' . 1%stay in.Sout'1‘friCawe weref01w1tnGs thejian of 1dcanand """methodsof vtruq.-° that haVe’everiLd,ah1nLalcuanlejnfluéhcé' on-the dietaryQf- trs’peoylu'ofiInd1a and 'South .. .“1:110:1- 11mntuiL- was 0:1 8011111‘1'A1r1cc211 303.1 that 11::hatxaaji. ' ILoundcdcmcL (murvndthe philer‘7013i1y 0f.uat‘mglgha " ' '

3 ',_9 , ‘-,~;

The; :33d-~3tLay1:}-("c 2.1-r'g 901-11.7'"

 

   

 

  
' , .- Aintc f 1':islctllm toIndia Malltndjfl’12: fiend)Arrloa1 .*endeanufl werc f_,LeLomet?e CQLGQQftheh1l—Ind1d Cu1(reS

‘nd- the Po'ople 01' 111535a 65'a '("hulp ‘TiOnt‘lc, eveoflndlas '1n(iepen(1e:1(e “endlt Nwzn a'dezi-L .. . . -
,[M 1 3. . ‘ - . -_

/

 

         
'1'"LQng [earsgfigQ we,radea trys-t WJthdestlpyJ

. , 33. and“now 111.63 tlmfie{13g13 ”thWE'ShOU1d'edéem
- . ~ 13111? p1 (3.1110...pt 'Lhe' stirake C. itthemidni’gllt £3 4:“ - ' I _ r .

'hourwho theworld"10330Inch”LWill awaken .- . to-l1and erPdom..,, Itis flLtlug that atthls - 1 .,
.RQJCrnmom31t we'take‘a:jp1ecae Qfdefiicatloq 1:-
t0 tn;-- SE;rJintx 0f JI‘HIa fly)1d 1'36,f “(‘Opl Gild' t0

'-41213FF“ till,'- ‘ ‘ ,,

 

  
  

 

  
  Our peonlp didnot ,11.1ertowait J-Qrig to witnéss‘£11031. - , ,1 . guppermost our onusQ Was on P“1411.11 5 mind when"119 madethis . 7'pledge. The deternLmn v'tll which 1113711112“: Sister .' ' 'Mrs Vijavalaksmg Pandlt as' freé India’ss Ambassador- to the 'United Natijr)5, WC" "unlvpr‘ 50:3'tdol1t,‘vnthxour Ullqhtmade her therelov, d Soo‘r'csmar 01 ,t’": v01celLsa.masse's not'only of 'oun LOufiLryand“Icfiibiabut_ af-pSop}. 113%:ours:throughoutthe world. Weweregrat1f1edtosee that.tha.urcnuuxcement..-3‘10pfioY‘t.)12'. theCongresdurJ-ngithég ;' V ~ ‘ " 3;";:er’cmndencestruFQWe were-now beipanctivolg‘pursuoqas”the ;_‘.'o".1937 OLEtheo‘Mrnmem‘of; India ' ' I
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' 4:1: U147

  
. ',_~..l1anPeoplfils".(‘JNL-re' ‘1; , Qt‘)b;_:<r 113"1947 , ,3 18

(1t -andunq in 10.1.1, at theCOmmonwealth delibelatlonu,in 3 ,, g.3:25; 1'-01:.-—&13 1qNLw1qommvm‘ - ( Jormv‘lern and.._r" all , times, ' " ' ' ’I-and9t111C3xrea7nd1aCSpOLIbLCi 0111; causecon51stently;

    

 

   

 

  
   
    

 

"Eidoegfly'lnuplredtowitness hisequally ., . “ :3
1lluutr10uadLD --Mrs Indir; ‘andnl,COfiLmnue-alongtre ' "g
.1 cm“ p14 :1 with . ' {Ulishe'd rzvi . ,- . 3'
He3: ac:-1v1t1cs, .._a.‘i€.‘:l.;."'il'lte."l.‘_ ' "Iera“pronouncw‘xents, .gj‘. ~ - - 1 9‘

  

 

remain for us ' Constant sourr‘c o'F

. In‘flia‘é r‘narrp1orinr‘01 our (‘au.;e.;assum="all themore. , ','sicgrificance.Ira we cov~1unr‘tha+'ovr“ is but Ofi€of t?e -'T‘"““153 countries which-Qonsfii-:ute théfamzly ofnaLIQnuand our ” ‘ "
var 21 million"Deepfle a m‘ure.fraLt.x.1n of‘ the 11/01113-‘3 y' - 1 1

:jopulatiqn. ' 301607111" 0111. (larrmmlrw' L‘On-zx .rr 31::1.12363 . . '
small' in thc- cofitgm; of a turf.[Ilent w.ijld amel:Oped 31y comiILi-S‘f‘
wars, fahinc, malnutrrLion, '11111-‘r1ge pJ‘raxty, illiteracy
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However it is precisely India's exemplary role in wormi
affairs that also serves to remind us that our problems acute
as they are, are pait of humanity‘s problems and noipart of the
worhi can dare consider itself_free'of them unless agd until
they day the last vestige of man—made suffering is eradicated'*
from every corner of the world, ‘ ' ’

   

This knowledge of shared sufferingz though formidable
-in fiimension, at the same time keeps allVe in us our oneness with:
mgnkind and our own global reSponSibilities that accrue'thereffom.'
It also helps to strengthen our faith and belief in our-future,
To once more invoke the words of Punditj1:“ ' _2

aIn a world which is full of conflict and hatred and
violence it becomes more nebessary than at any othertime to have faith in human destiny. If the future we"
work for is full of hope for humanity, then the ills.
of the present do not matter much and we have '
justification for working for that future,|

In this knowledge we forge ahead firm in our beliéfs,‘
- strengthened by the devotion and solidarity of our friends;
. above all, by an undying rfaithin our own resources and . "

detennination and in the invincibility_of our—cguse; Ne join
with you the peOple of India, and with people all over the world
in our striving towards a'new tomorrowz tomorrow making a
reality for all mankind the sort o£~un1Verse-thut the’great
Rabindranath Tagore dreamed mf-in 'Citanjali' : ‘

'Mhere the mind is witheut fear and the heed
is held hi h ~‘
where know eége'is free; . . , ,‘
where the workd,has.not been broken into
fragments by narrow domestic walls;
where words Came out from the depths of truth;' ~
where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection;
where the clear stream of reason has not lost - . ’
its way into the dreary'deSert 39nd of dead habit;
where the_mind is.led forward by these into
ever widening thought and action ‘ . ’
into that haven of ETeedom, My Father, let my

. count ry aWake . " ‘

- Yburs sificerely,

(Nelson Mandela)

9!

Mrs,.Manorama Ehalla.
Secretary . . = -
Indian Council for Cultural Relations
Indraprasta Estate, New Ielhi
Republic of India

P.S. As will be seen‘from the abpve date letter was'given to the ._
Officer Commanding Robben Island on the 3rd August 1980 for desbatch .
to you by airmaili I added that the matter shoulfi.be‘treated urgently,~~
Since then I have repeatedly enquired from the-Ibpnrtment of EriSnns, ';
as to whether the letter had been forwarded_to you, Only during the last:
week in December was I told that I'could thank the Indian Council f0?
Cultural Relations but not in thevvords used in the letter}, For this
reneen I decided_to use my own channels of reaching you,

W why” Q9547). , mdzwfl!
,' ‘ ~ ‘ ' K:?-

 


