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Suite 3609- 0 Carlton OFT I ce Towers O Conmi ssioner Street ' Johannesburg 0 2001
P. O Box 62319 ' Marshalltown ' Tel: (011) 331 5958/9 1 Fax: (011) 331 5957
11 August 1993

TO  ALL NATI ONAL ORGANI SATI ONS

FROM DEBORA MARAKALALA - MEDI A CO ORDI NATOR

Dear Sisters

Re: Weekly Mail- Guardi an workshop on wonmen and Medi a.

| refer to the above matter and wish to extend an invitation to
your organisation to send 1 representative, preferably, a wonan
Medi a/ Public Relations Oficer to attend this workshop

The workshop will be held at Wekly Ml offices in Braanfontein.
The suggested date'is the end of Septenber, depending on the
response by invited organi sations.

Weekly Mail - Guardi an wonen journalists are concerned and
perturbed by the | ack-of coverage on wonen issues by a broad
spectrumof media in this country AND have therefore took a pain
of checking with broad spectrum of wonmen groups inside South
Africa on this issue.

The Wonen’s National Caolition was specifically invited to
partake in this workshop because of its mass based nature. This
wor kshop , | suppose will help enhance our struggle for gender
equal ity and wonen rights we are currently engaged in.

(Please find attached an invitation letter from Wekly Mil -
Guar di an)

NOTE: On decidi ng whether or not to attend this workshop, first
check IF;

any woren rights canpai gn you are involved in?

how | ong has your canpai gn been running?

how | ong wil | your canpaign be running?

who is your target group? _

have you been able to reach your target group?

if yes, how did you reach it? AND if no, how do you hope to
achieve it?

have you had any publicity ?

r Do you need any publicity around your canpai gn?

r Have you been able to identify synphathetic journalists in your

area?

r how relevant (if in campaign) will this workshop be to your
canpai gn?
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The WNC has been offered free training because of the specia

nature of our campaign.In order to help the organi sers make
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proper arrangements, please respond,
August before noon.

Yours sincerely

Debora Marakal al a

Media & P. R Co- Ordinator

JD

the | atest by Monday,

Vi
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Vukeli J

WOMEN AND THE MEDI A

A programre designed to train media officers and executives of
worren’ s organi sations in Southern Africa in nmedia |iaison and
canpai gni ng.

Dates: To be decided - suggested date | ast week in Septenber
Venue: The Weekly Miil training project, Johannesburg

The course will focus on the practical skills necessary in nedia
liaison as well as examining the way in which wonen’s issues can
be placed on the public agenda. Wrkshops in nedia skills wll
be held in the nornings and guest |ectures, panel discussions and
presentations will take place in the afternoon

Media Skills

The norning sessions will cover the structure of newspapers and
nmedi a, basic approaches to witing, newswiting, press rel eases,
newsl etters, witing for audience, description and features.
Working with the nedia

Day 1 Wonen’s issues in South Africa today and the future of
worren’ s rights in the country

Day 2: The profile of wonmen’s issues in the nedia.

Day 3: Media liaison and public relations.

Day 4: Wnen executives in the nedia.

Day 5: Winen’ s nmgazi nes and the issues.

Day 6: Deciding on news: editor’s views on wonen's issues.
Day 7: Campaigning in the United States (USIS)

Day 8: Creative Canpai gnhi ng.

Day 9/10: Designing strategies for own organisation.

The above schedule is flexible and can be adjusted to neet the
needs of participant organisations. W would like to drawin a
nunber of medi a executives, editors and journalists for our pane
di scussi ons.

USIS participation in weekly Mil Training Project program
"Winen and the Medi a"

Interview to be arranged with Pat Riley, of the Whnen's Politica
Action Group, and tel ephone link up provided for question and
answer session. This is the proposal and initial questions we
have presented to her, through USIS.

The questions which foll ow are designed to hel p worren pl an nedi a
canpai gns or | earn useful conmunication strategies. W think the
Ameri can experience in. pronoting public awareness on issues

i mportant to wonen could yield some useful and practica

gui del ines for South Africans.

Most of the questions are really subheadi ngs under one big
guestion: How do we increase medi a coverage of wonen’s issues

in this country?
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Questions

Coul d you describe, if possible, some of the history of the
worren’ s novement in the United States and how it first drew
attention to the need for wonen's rights?

Pl ease outline one or two canpai gns planned and run by your
organi sation (or other groups) which have generated a | ot of
medi a coverage on wonen’'s issues.

How woul d you deal with a persistent |ack of interest by
newspapers in an issue you were trying to pronote.

How woul d you deal with a lack of interest by radio and
television in an issue?

Do you rely largely on the nmedia to nobilise wonen for protest
action? How el se woul d you comuni cate with wonen on a nass

scal e?

How useful do you find wonmen’s nagazines in inform ng wonmen or
pronoting their concerns?

Do you ever use "networking" with specific female journalists or
nedi a executives to get your stories in the nedia? Are you in a
position to put pressure on nedia organisations, personalities
or executives?

How useful are letter witing campaigns?

Does the Anerican nedia provide adequate coverage of the issues
and do wonen, in general, have as high a profile as they shoul d?
Do you nonitor the nedia to assess their coverage of wonmen?

Many South African wonen are poor, live in squatter canps or arid
rural conmunities and take full responsibility for providing for
their famlies. They have little access to the nonthly urban
conmuni cati on structures and so cannot put their concerns on the
public agenda. Do you have any suggestions about how to get their
voices into the nedia and how to informthem on issues inportant
to thenf

How can we prevent affirmative action in this country from being
simply "w ndowdressing” or "tokenism (with reference to the
exanpl e above about wonen in the negotiating foruns?
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If wonen’s rights, like abortion, are not part of the draft

constitution (currently being designed and debated), will we have
m ssed the boat? Do you think that the right to abortion should
be part of our bill of rights? O do you agree with the argunent

that it is too specific to be one of the fundanental rights? And
with another view that it should be decided by referendum or by
the el ected representatives? What are the dangers advant ages of

| eaving the issue to be decided at a | ater stage?

Do you think a right Iike abortion should be pushed through even
if the myjority of South Africans are not in favour?

Do you have any general advice to give or anything you would |ike
to add?

Thank you.

Ref / Wormenmedi a



10/ 06 ' 93

11: 07 53311301 UNI CEF

Room 03 and 04

Pri mary and Secondary Education. /

Room Ewan Room 3/

Legal and Constitutional Defence oszhildren

17!! 15 - 18!:30

Meeti ngs of Rapporteurs and Resource Persons

Heal th (Room 05)

Educati on (Room 0133)

Children in Difficult G rcunmstance; (Khutala Room
Children and the Law (Edi son Room

Drafting Committee for the Declarjation of Intent (07)
f
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18h30 - 2 11:00 0;:sz goon

An Opportunity to discuss the days events and your own priorities with other

in an informal relaxed atkphere.
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NATI ONAL RESEARCH CAPACI TY CONSULTATI ON

Race and Gender Under-Representation in Research

It is with great pleasure that | join you today at this
Conference on Race and Gender Under-representation in Research
and would Iike to thank the organisers for giving nme the
opportunity to be herej (1 rays?h; ky7bjej gf

Over these 3 days we will be focusing on one aspect of a mgjor
nati onal concern. The puHic focus at the monment is on the
political process that will bring an end to racismand white
mnority rule. But the nonopolisation of political power has
been a neans to reserve the fruits of this society for white
South Africans, and in nore recent tinmes to sonme of their black
co-optees. The exclus'v ex rcise of olitical power has

fashi oned our institutigggfggo/E%i : 1| ahgziiono;it processes to
deliver benefits to the white imnority. Blacks have been
excluded fromparticipation not only in the political process,
but all other aspects and were given education and skills only
to the extent necessary to serve white interests.

Tonorrow, the South African Parlianent will convene in Cape Town.
It is the same tricamaral parlianent, operating under the sane
constitution that excludes the majority of the popul ation from
the South African polity. So at one level nothing will have
changed. Yet the proceedings will be historic, as will the
proposed legislation that will be presented by De Klerk’s

Gover nment .

As you are all aware, Parliament is expected to enact |egislation
that will establish an Independent El ectoral Conm ssion, which
wi Il have the responsibility for organising, adm nistering and
conducting our country’s first denocratic election next April



